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P R E F ACE. 


If, in conformity with common usage, I am led to say a few words, 
by way of preface, concerning the wbrk which is now submitted to 
the public, it will be merely for the purpose of explaining the motives 
which urged me to the undertaking, and the limits within which 1 thought 
proper to confine myself ip the execution of it. 


. , ! *. fti, < • ■ ' 

In the first place then, the design originated in a hint that was con¬ 
veyed to me of the great probability, amounting indeed nearly to a cer¬ 
tainty, (hat, the history of a life unployed on such various and extra- 
ordinary occasions, as that had been of Lord Macartney, might be ex¬ 
pected, in these times of genial reading, to find its way into print in some 
shape or other, however ijiiperfisct j for that even in his life time application 
had been made to him ^materials for thkpurpose, and, that the pursuit 
of such materials after hie .death was not likn|y. tq be abandoned. On 
this suggestion I became naturally desirous not to be anticipated in a work 
of this nature; and thus-derived of the opportunity of fulfilling what I 
considered to be a duty to the memory of a great and distinguished public 
character, particularly due; from one who for so many years had enjoyed 
his friendship and been honored with his patronage. It appeared to me, 
indeed, on every consideration which I could give to the subject, that a 
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faithful sketch of the public conduct of a man who had filled varum' 
,md eminent situations in the four quarters of the globe, of one who 
with the eye of a statesman and a philosopher, had surveyed man¬ 
kind in every region and climate of the earth, and who, after a long 
and laborious life spent in the service of his country with an unblemished 
reputation, resigned it at last foil o; yens and crowned with honoi, in 
the midst of his friends a:iu m ;iw lv*som of his family—it appeared, I 
sa\, tha. a skei.cn e; ouch a nfe would illord an illustrious example lor 
imitation not unworthy of beimr handed down to nostcriu , and in this 
op if ion x had the satisfaction to be confirmed by th - concurrence of 
many o; those friends, who wue most dear to him when living, 
m in whose memory he will long survive. Such were the motives 
a d '.he origin of 'he undertaking. 

The execution, if confined to a plain narrative of facts, could not 
be difficult. On the perusal of the documents however, from which 
the account was to be drawn up, an impression was left on my mind 
strongly in favor of extending the narrative, so avS to comprize a con¬ 
cise history of the principal events, transactions, and politics of the 
times and places which were comprehended within the sphere of Lord 
Macartney’s public functions; and of which his respective employments 
might bo supposed to have enabled him to obtain *! ■; most correct infor¬ 
mation j but I soon perceived that such a plan, ho vc-cr it may be sanc¬ 
tioned by the practice of modern biography, would have led me into de¬ 
tails not perhaps strictly consistent with the name, of the work, and 
must, at all events, have swelled it to an immoderate size. I determined 
therefore to confine myself rigidly to those even's and transactions in 
which the subject of the narrative bore a conspuv' .13 part j following 
him through all the various situations of his public life, without once 
losing sight of him, or quitting his company in any of those intricate paths 
which he frequently had to tread. Being '.has furnished with the means 
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of giving a tolerable account of the many difficulties he had to encounter 
f he firmness with which he always met them, and the wisdom by vhich 
!■ overcame them, I flattered myself with the hope of being able to cm- 
htljsi an illustrious example of extraordinary self-denial and disinterested- 
ness, of inflexible integrity, unabating zeal, and unrelaxing energy in 
the public service. It has likewise been my endeavor, in this attempt, 
to introduce his own sentiments in his own language on all occasions, 
whenever the one or the other, 01 both, could bj adopted without in¬ 
terruption to the narrative ; <md I have throughout most scrupulously 
adhered to such documents as were either of a public and official nature, 
or such as 1 had unquestionable proof to be of good authority, without 
hazarding any conjectures of my own, or indeed scarcely venturing '■ 
offer a single reflection. t Had I indulged an inclination to launch inio * 
strain of general and indiscriminate panegyric, I might w-ell haw. been 
pardoned where so much was owing, and might probably have obtain* d 
credit; but I felt that it would be more satisfactory to the public, and not 
less just to the memory of my patron, rather to relate his actions than to 

* i < 

recite his praise. ' 

In every situation in which he was engaged in the public service, the 
great and leading features of Lord Macartney’s character appear to have 
been of the same cast; but in narrating the history of his lifj 1 have 
deemed it expedient to dwell at greater length on his Government in 
India, where the powers ofjiis mind had greater scope for action than 
elsewhere. Here, indeed, his virtues shone forth with transcendent lustre; 
here, surrounded with intrigue and corruption, his integrity exposed him 
to every kind of calumny, His zeal to a hostile opposition, and every 
measure he took for the detection and reformation of abuse, was pregnant 
with difficulty, and attended with danger. If, in taking a survey of his 
public conduct in this quarter of the globe, 1 have been compelled, from 
a regard to truth and justice, to state some facts which, may seein to bear 
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somewhat hard upon certain individuals, (and to have suppressed than. 
mould & little less than treason to the subject of this memoir), I hope, ; 
at least, to be believed when I assert that 1 entered upon my task free 
from all prejudice and partiality } that I was in a great degree ignorant of 
Indian politics, and wholly unacquainted with any of the parties con- 
; fleeted whh them, except Lord Macartney; that I had no malice to sway 
me,, no angry passion to gratify. 1 felt indeed that it did not belong to 
r me, in my present undertaking, to expose individual corruption, or to 
drag delinquents tothe face of day; that it was not my business to wander 
from the direct path for the sake of picking up a public offender, though, 
at the same time, I do not hesitate to say, that l should not have felt the' 
least reluctance in exhibiting any character of this description that might 
, have fallen directly in my way* Public characters are public property ; 
and to connive at their abuses is little short of treason to the State. My 
■ object however was to shew rather that Lord Macartney acted right than 
that others acted wrong j and if, in establishing the rectitude of his con¬ 
duct, I have unavoidably attached blame to that pf others, 1 hope to be 
acquitted, at least, of any malevolent intention. 1 have been careful to 
state nothing but what is already on record in India and in Leadenhall- 
Street, and what I conceive there can be no impropriety in making the 
public acquainted with. Had I on this subject entertained the smallest 
degree of doubt or hesitation, it would effectually have been removed by 
a conviction that Lord Macartney was never .averse from publicity being 
given to every act t>f his life. In his reply to an application for materials 

to compose a history of his Government in India, by a writer who would 
■ < * 1 ', * » ^ ^ 1 • 1 

have executed the task in a much m^re able manner than 1 can pretend to 

do, he observes, after referring' him. to^e records of the India House, 

“ There is no transaction of my Government, eytn of the minutest nature 
“ whatsoever, which I can have an interest or a wish to conceal from the 
“ public eye, but it might not be becoming qf me fcabe the channel of 
“ communication/ 1 

' r ' . * * 
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The second Volume of the Work, which is now laid before the public, 
consists entirely of a selection from the writings of Lord Macartney, of 
which it will be unnecessary to say much in this place, especially as 
I shall have' occasion to give some account of them in the course of the 
narrative j it may therefore be sufficient, at present, to observe, that the 
selection now printed was made as partaking more of a public and official 
than of a private nature ; the first two articles being extracted from two 
complete treatises, one on the Russian Empire, and the other on Ireland, 
drawn up from materials collected at the time when he held public situa¬ 
tions in those countries, and printed at a private press, to enable him to 
distribute a few copies among some of the Cabinet Ministers and others of 
his particular friends. The third article is his Lordship’s own Journal of 
his Embassy from the King of Great Britain to the Emperor of China; a 
copy of which he transmitted to Mr.Dundas, then Secretary of State, 
as the public account of his proceedings on this new and extraordinary 
mission. 

* ^ i 

> 

I, am perfectly aware that among the numerous papers of Lord Ma¬ 
cartney, a selection of a more entertaining nature might have been made 
than that which is now published j but professing, as I do, to give only 
some account of his public life, I thought it right, carefully to avoid all 
private anecdote and private correspondence, and forbore therefore to ask 
for any papers which might properly be considered to fall under this 
description. What those may be I do not pretend *to know; but I fully 
concur in the opinion of such as may think that matters of this kind, 
generally speaking, ought more properly to be left to the discretion of the 
families on whom they devolve, than brought, perhaps prematurely, before 
the public by others less interested in what they contain. 1 have no doubt 
that, at some future day, the two complete treatises, from which 1 have only 
given short extracts, together with a very varied and voluminous corres- 

pondence, and many curious and interesting papers on different subjects, 

• « 

vol. i. a 
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will be found worthy of being communicated to the world. Their 
interest, whatever it may be, has neither been anticipat 'd nor im¬ 
paired by that part of them, which is now submitted to the :ye of the 
public. 



SOME ACCOUNT 


OP THE 

PUBLIC LIFE 

OP THE 

EARL OF MACARTNEY. 

George Earl of MACARTNEY was the only remain¬ 
ing son of George Macartney, and the only male descendant 
of his great-grandfather George Macartney who, removing 
into Ireland in the year 1649> settled near Belfast in the 
county of Antrim, where he acquired a large estate. This 
ancestor of the Earl was a captain of horse, surveyor ge¬ 
neral of the province of Ulster and, in'thc year 3678, served 
the office of high sheriff of the county of Antrim.'# \t the 
Revolution in 1688 he, at the head of his troop, proclaimed 
king William and queen Mary at Belfast, for whid\ he was 
soon after obliged to fly into England, and was attainted in 




PUBLIC LI^MF T&E 

*v 

king James's parliament, held&t Dublin in 1689; but being 
restored, on the settlement of Ireland, he returned to Bel¬ 
fast, where he soon after died. By his will, bearing date 
April 22, 1691, after making ample provision fbr his younger 
children, he constituted his wife executrix and guardian of his 
sons Chichester and George, from the latter of which was 
descended the late earl of Macartney. 

George Macartney, the. subject of the present memoir, was 
born the 14th May, 1737, at the family mansion of Lissandure. 
As v the juvenile years of most individuals in the same class of 
society are passed pretty nearly in the same manner, and afford 
but little that can be considered as worthy of record, unless 
where some peculiarity in the plan of their education ’shall 
appear to have given a peculiar bias to future opinions and 
conduct, it may be sufficient to observe, with regard to 
young Macartney, that at an early period of life lie was 
placed under the tuition of a clergyman*, whose library, con¬ 
sisting chiefly of works in theology, was but scantily sup¬ 
plied with books of such a description as are usually most 
captivating to youthful minds. It seems however that he had 
a curious collection of tracts 011 heraldry, genealogy, and 
chronology, subjects that are but little calculated to engage 
the attention of a boy; but Macartney s fondness for books 

* Doctor Johnson having pronounced it a kti*n </f literacy fraud in biography 
not to mention the name of the tutor of any per-on of distinguished talents, it 
may be observed that the name of lord Macartney*® tutor was Dennis; that he was a 
clever and ingenious clergyman, for whom his lordship always preserved a sincere 
attachment, and obtained for him two good livings in the church, namely Clanc and 
Dunmoie. 
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led him imperceptibly, from want of others, to the study of 
^uch as were to be had; and to the early exercise of his 
memory on those subjects, he used to attribute, in a great 
degree, the peculiar retentive faculty for which through 
every part of his future life he was distinguished. At the age 
of thirteen he was admitted' a fellow commoner of Trinity 
College, in the university of Dublin, and proceeded master 
of arts there in 175,9* From Dublin lie came to London, and 
was entered of the society of the Middle Temple, where he 
formed an intimacy with Mr. Burke, Mr. Dodwell, Mr. 
Bacon, and many other characters then rising into emiiience; 
but, having no intention to study the law with a view to 
practice in that profession, he remained there but a short 
period before he had completed his arrangements for making 
the tour of Europe, on which he was resolved to pass a few 
years of his early life, in order to collect, by his own observa¬ 
tions and the reports of others on the spot, whatever infor¬ 


mation was to be procured as to the physical strength and 
the resources of the several states of that continent, and the 



ledge, added to that of the principles of the British consti¬ 


tution, he considered as the essential preparatives for the 


career of a public lifer which he already had in view, and 
which it was his intentiQn to commence by endeavouring to pro¬ 
cure a seat in the British House of Commons. In the course of 


his travels he made the acquaintance of several young noble¬ 
men of distinguished families and, among others, of Mr. 
Stephen Fox (the eldest son of the first, and father of the 
present Lord Holland) whom he had an opportunity of serv- 

b 0 
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ing in a manner so essential to himself and his connections, 
that he was ever afterwards honored with the esteem and con¬ 
fidence of the ofd Lord and Lady Holland, and with the 
friendship of all the younger pait of tlu. family. 

The romantic country of Switzerland, and the happy and 
contented lot of its inhabitants at that tune, were so conge¬ 
nial with the feelings of Mr. Macaitney, who to his other 
accomplishments added a taste for poetiy and music, that he 
determined to remain there for some time. At Geneva he was 
introduced to the acquaintance of the philosopher of Eerncy, 
■who invited him to his house, in which he passed several days 
gieatly delighted with the society of this extraordinary man, 
with whom on his return to Em ope he is supposed to have kept 
up a roirespondent; this indeed appears from a letter of Cap¬ 
tain Robert Jephson to Sir George Macartney in the year 177 . 5 , 
requesting him to send a copy ot hi.s bagedy of Braganza to 
M. Voltaire, “ whom/’ he observes, u 'you have cultivated 
“more than any of our countrymen mice his rcthement;” 
and lie further adds, I cannot so ent *ely suppress the par- 
“ tiality of an author as not to wish y u may add a word or 
“ two of undue influence t<5 your old icquaintance of Eerncy, 
“ to lecoinmend the play to his penc il 

* 

On his return to England lie beraiw .<11 inmate ol the Hol¬ 
land family, by whom lu was introdm 'd f othe acquaintance 
of Lord Sandwich, then secretary of slate for the northern 
department ; and an arrangeim,.t was spiedily concluded by 
these tw< friends to bung him into parliament for the borough 



; * SARL OF MACARTNEY. r 

'i/ ^ ' 

of Midhurst, afterwards represented by Mr. Charles Fox. 
About this time the affairs of Russia had assumed a very in¬ 
teresting aspect for all Europe. The success of an unex¬ 
pected revolution which had placed a woman not less extra¬ 
ordinary for talent than ambition on the throne, more per¬ 
haps through accident than design*, gave fresh,energy to a 
nation, which had hitherto been scarcely considered to hold a 
place among civilized states, and caused her, as Mr. Ma¬ 
cartney observes, “ no longer to be gazed at a.; a distant 
“glimmering star, but as a great planet that had obtruded 
“ itself into our system, whose place was yet undetermined, 
“ but whose motions must powerfully affect those of every 
“ other orb? To England, in particular, an alliance with 
Russia was desirable on many considerations, and especially in 
a commercial point of view. In fact, a treaty of commerce 
had for some years before engaged the attention of the British 
government; but neither the ministerial talents of Sir Charles 
Hanbury Williams, under the reign of the empress Elizabeth, 
nor the diplomatic skill and good humor of Mr. Keith, 
though a convivial favorite of the unfortunate Peter, nor the 
. weight and splendor of the earl of Buckinghamshire at the 
court of Catharine, had been able to succeed in making the 
least progress towards a treaty either of commerce or alliance 

* The intention of count Panin and the other conspirators was tq, declare the grand 
duke Paul emperor, and to constitute Catharine empress regent j but Gregory OrlofT, 
who had secretly dispatched his brother Alexey to fetch Catharine from PetcrholT, 
. while himself and the young princess. Dashkoff, who though only eighteen years of 
age was the most active instrument in bringing about this extraordinary revolution, 
used their endeavors with, and at length prevailed on, a small number of the 
guards, not more than thirty in the first instance, to shout u long live the empress" j— 
and empress she was crowned a few hours afterwards. 
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with the Russian cabinet. The old treaty of commerce of 
1734 h$ufe<long expired by its own limitation, yet the empress 
Elizabeth, though unwilling to renew it, had acquiesced in a 
continuation of the regulations thereby established; but 
Cathaiine at a very early period of her v cign manifested a 
disposition less favorable to British commerce. Scarcely 
indeed was she seated on the throne till a flat refusal was 
given to Lord Buckingham, cm the ground that it was not 
intended to enter into any exclusive engagement with any 
particular power. 

Under these circumstances it occurred to Lord Holland, who 
immediately suggested the idea to Lord Sandwich, that the 
various acquirements of Mr. Macartney might be employed to 
more advantage to the public and, perhaps, with all the suc¬ 
cess that vas wished, at the court of St. Petersbourg, than by 
a seat in parliament*. His knowledge of Emopcan politics 
alone fitted him for the undertaking ; but a giaccful person, 
with great suavity of manners, a conciliating deposition and 
winning address were consideird no slight recommenda¬ 
tions at a female court, wheie sup 1 >ccomplishments, it was 
fan to conclude, might work their ' ay, when great but un- 

* Extract of a letter from Lord Holland to Mr. Macartney, dated a 2 d 

May, 1764. 

Dear Map artney, 

Lord Buckingham leaves Russia; there is bu R ess there which will not be trans¬ 
acted with success by his lordship, but which if i> hoped may be by his successor. 
Your character will be that of envoy extraordinary, and 1 can answer for every 
thing in lord Sandwich’s power to mat your station agreeable and useful to you. 
Lady Caroline bids me put you in mind that the empress is about the age you 
tike, not a slim woman, and, I add, growing older every day, and when she passes 
the turn of perfection you will be coming away. 
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accommodating talents alone would prove ineffectual. Ac¬ 
cordingly, on the 22d August, 176*4, Air. Macartney was 
appointed envoy extraordinary to the empress of Russia: and 
having furnished his mind from the public records with all 
that had been done, attempted and failed, since the first inter¬ 
course between Great Britain and that country, lie took leave, 
in the month of October, and on this occasion received from 
his Majesty the honor of knighthood. Early in November 
he set out upon his mission, arrived at Pefeersbourg in 
December, and on the 11th January, 176.5, had his fust 
audience of the empress. 

From the Earl of Buckinghamshire he received the most 
polite attentions, and was lodged in his house during the 
short time his Lordship remained in St. Petersbourc. This 
gave him an opportunity'of making himself acquainted with 
the leading plans and politics of the court, and the weight, 
and character of the principal persons with whom he would 
have to negociate. The chancellor and vice-chancellor were 
represented by Lord Bucks as men wholly incapable of 
directing the affairs of so great a nation; that the former had 
no real friendship for England, and that if any point could be 
obtained from him favorable to its interests, it w'ould not be 
determined by his inclination, but in consequence of his 
soveieign’s orders; that Air. Panin, governor of the grand 
duke and minister for foreign affairs, seemed better qualified 
than most of the Russian ministers to hold the first place, 
and that he shared the confidence of the empress; but that 

Catharine herself, from all the observations he could make, 

8 
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«mtl from all the lights lie could obtain, was, in point of 
talent, informal ion, and application to business, greatly superior 
to (‘very bod} in that country ; that however her life was a 
mixture of lulling amusements and intense application to the 
i oik ei ns of her government, which, from difficulties indus- 
tnou-ty thrown in her way as well as from the variety of 
mIhiucs ah set in motion at once, had, as yet, produced 
little or no effect; that her plans were numerous and exten¬ 
sive, but greatly inadequate to her means. By one scheme 
she propos'd to raise a suflit lent quantity of tobacco to sup- 
pi} the French market; another was to open a commerce 
with Spain, Portugal, and Italy, by Russian merchant ships; 
her navy was to be increased; manufactures of silk, cloth, 
late, linen, and porccJaine to be brought all at once to the 
highest possible perfection; the government, the laws, the 
manners, and the very disposition of the nation were lobe 
rh mged : these and many others were all to he undertaken at 
once, m a country where every innovation was unpopular , 
by means of ignorant, .indigent, and corrupt counsellors, an 
indolent people, averse from all manufacture, and more 
avcise from the sea, a mutinous army, and an exhausted 
treasury; the sovereign hampered likewise by the obliga¬ 
tions she had recently received, to which, in fact, <*he owed 
her throne, unable to get rid of many of those about her, 
whoso characters and mean abilities she could not but do- 
spi&e, subject to plots and continual murmurs from the dis¬ 
tinguished favors she lavished on count Gregory Oil off, who 
was so much considered as an upstart that all but Ins ovVn 
family hated him, and none more invetcrately than those on- 
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gaged with him in the late re volution, whose plans were 
ruined by his mismanagement or treachery; thus situated, 
Catharine had hitherto scarcely ventured to act for herself. 

In this posture of affairs no sanguine hope could be 
entertained of drawing the attention of Russia from so many 
grand projects to a commercial treaty with England, which 
was the principal object of Sir George Macartney’s mission. 
It required however but little consideration from one of his 
sagacity in what quarter he should begin his plan of opera¬ 
tions. lie waited on Mr. Panin who received him with 
great civility, and appointed the third day after for hi» first 
public audience. On this occasion he addressed her Impe¬ 
rial Majesty in a speech of some length, in which, after 
declaring, in the name of the king his master, the sincerest 
assurances of his inviolable attachment to her person, and 
constant zeal for her interests* he adds, 4 ‘ and forgive me 
‘‘madam, if here I express my own particular satis/ac lion 
“ iu having been chosen for so pleasing, so important an ein- 
“ ploymcnt. By this *means I shall have the happiness of 
“ more nearly contemplating those extraordinary aceom- 
44 plishments, those heroic virtues, which make you the 
44 delight of that half of the globe over which you reign, and 

44 yvhich render von the admiration of the other To tins 

•» 

speech her Imperial Majesty condescended to debtor person¬ 
ally, and not as usual through her chancellor, an extempo¬ 
rary reply, in a manner so gracious that it was not suffered to 

* The late Mr. Charles Fox, in a letter to Sir George Macartney, observes, “ 1 
« tlunk your speech to the czarina is one of the neatest things of the kind I ever 
*< saw} and I can assure you Edmund Burke admires it prodigiously.” 

C 


VOL. I. 
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pass unnoticed by her courtiers and the rest of his diplomatic 
brethren. On the same day the Earl of Buckinghamshire had 
liis audience of leave. 

Sir George lost no occasion of cultivating the friendship of 
Mr. Panin, whom he soon discovered to be not only minister 
for foreign affairs, but, in fact, sole minister of the Russian 
empire, and high in the favor and confidence of Catharine; 
that his political notions coincided exactly with her own; 
that lie firmly supported all her opinions and her projects 
against every opposition ; that his character for honesty and 
integrity was unimpeachable; that he was proof against cor¬ 
ruption, but immeasurably obstinate, and inflexibly attached 
to his own and his mistress's opinions; that his genius, 
though not of the most brilliant cast, was admirably adapted 
for the mechanical man of business, in which* if he proceeded 
slowly, he, at least, moved steadily; but that, when once 
put out of the track he had worn for himself, or worn for him 
by others, he was infinitely embarrassed and unable to pro¬ 
ceed; that he had therefore adopted certain fixed notions, 
and formed a system for his conduct which, on most occa¬ 
sions, he adhered to with almost invincible obstinacy. “ Of 
“ a suspicious nature dreading a surprise, he takes up arms," 
says Sir George “ on the slightest noise, and makes a parade 
44 of exercise to show he is prepared*". 

* By making allowances for inferiority of talent, Mr. Panin may be considered 
as Am Mr. Pitt of Russia. They both were distinguished by an unsullied integrity 
and a disinterestedness of conduct which arc rarely found in a first minister, and 
each had to support m a great measure, the weight of an empire on his shoulders. 
The one however had able assistance during the greater part of his administration 
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Tp conciliate the friendship and to rivet the good opinion 
of tta& wary statesman, Sir George Macartney took care to 
employ all his address; and lie had the satisfaction to per¬ 
ceive that his endeavors had not been exerted in vain. An 
intimacy sprang up between them, such ns is not often the 
fruit of a ministerial intercom sc ; for, during the whole of his 
Jong, arduous, and painful nogociations with the court 
of Russia, he was at all limes distinguished by Air. Panin 
with unequivocal marks of his high esteem arid particular 
regard. This gentleman used frequently to speak in terms of 
admiration of the various acquirements and extensile know¬ 
ledge in so young a man as Sir George then'was; to acknow¬ 
ledge freely the advantage he bad derived from his information 
respecting the several courts of Europe, and,c\on on points 
regarding Russia, particularly on that of its commerce with 
Great Britain, a general v icw of which it seems Sir George 
had drawn up and put into his hands for his own private use. 

Thus having laid the solid foundation of a good under¬ 
standing with the Russian minister, he ventured to open the 
grand objects of liis mission, namely, the concluding a treat} 


which the other had not. Panin was a real patriot. Unworthily treated as he had been 
through the intrigues of favorites, he is said to have sent for the grand duke Paul when 
on his death bed, when he conjured him, by every thing he held dear and sacred, 
never to harbor an idea of dethroning his mother. “ Russia, says he, has already suf- 
«* fered enough by revolutions} if they are not now checked there is no saying 
« where they may end.’* The advice of the dying tutor was not neglected by the 
grand duke s for when it was hinted to him, some time afterwards, that he ought 
to make an immediate' demand of the crown which properly belonged to him, «« 1 
“ will never,” ‘ says he , 4( give my son an excuse to dethrone me.” 

c t 
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of alliance and commerce between the king of Great Britain 
and the empress of Russia. Mr. Panin heard what he had to 
say with great attention, and in return disclosed to him the 
projects he had conceived for the aggrandizement of his 
country, to the accomplishment of which lie added his whole 
life should be devoted. Mis first and great object, he ob¬ 
served, was to effectuate, a confederacy of the northern powers, 
of which Russia was to be the heart and centre; that one 
great step towards this end was the plan of making a com¬ 
mon cause with England and Denmark for the total annihi¬ 


lation of the French interest in Sweden ; that for this purpose 
it, would be necessary to gain a majority in the diet of Stock¬ 
holm, and preserve it by a subsidiary treaty; that money 
would be necessary, and that if England came into his plans 
she must either pay liberally or not pay at all. That Russia 
liat\ just concluded a new treaty of alliance with Denmark, 
by one article of which a war with Turkey was made a casus 
ftvdem. That when that event should happen Denmark 
bound herself to pay to Russia a subsidy of five hundred 
thousand roubles a year by quarterly payments; and, by a 
most secret article she promised to disengage herself, as soon 
as possible, from all French connections ; and to enter into all 
the views of Russia in the kingdom of Sweden, in the con¬ 
stitution of which however it was not intended to make any 

alteration; that, on the contrary, the royal authority was to 
» * 

remain the same, and the privileges of the people preserved 
without violation. He dwelt on the ardent desire the em¬ 
press had expressed for a treaty of alliance with Great Bri¬ 
tain, as the surest means of disappointing the views of the 
courts of Vienna and Versailles, against which she was ini- 
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fated with uncommon resentment; but that this alliance 
could only be brought to a happy conclusion by England’s 
first assenting to his Swedish project, which he took care to 
hint would require considerable expense : and that she would 
also agree, by a secret article, to pay a subsidy in case of a 
Turkish war, as Denmark had done. If on these grounds 
England consented to enter into a treaty of alliance, he 
observed that the treaty of commerce would grow with it 
pambtts tequis . 


From this conversation Sir George was sufficiently aware 
of the difficulties lie should have to encounter in the progress 
of his negociation, as it would embrace other points which 
did not. depend on him. In fact, every subsequent conference 
opened with Sweden, wr.j closed with Sweden. Mr. Panin 
declared that he had already spent two hundred thousand 
roubles in his Swedish projects, for which, in other respects, 
he had spared, as much as possible, the imperial treasure, 
knowing that economy was most agreeable to his mistress, 
avarice, as Sir George observes, being perhaps the second 
passion of her soul. The next point was the Turkish clause. 
He complained bitterly of the conduct >f England, who had 
taken no notice of a pi'ojet for a treaty of alliance which had 
been sent to London in the time of Lord Buckinghamshire, 
and could not forbear observing, that if England was sincere 
in her professions she would hardly have deviated from the 
common rules of politeness established between courts; that 
Russia having offered a scheme could not, when reflecting on 
the behaviour of England, be any longer amused wifh new 

assurances without wounding lier own dignity. To this Sic 

3 
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George observed, that his predecessor had proposed certain 
iterations which had been rejected by Russia, and that the 
inflexibility of the court of St Petersbourg in insisting on 
what she knew to be inadmissible, left them little cause to 
complain of a want of good breeding; that he would furnish 
him in a day or two with a counter-projet, provided he would 
abandon the Turkish clause, which lie knew England would 
never agree to insert in any treaty. But he saw that every 
effort was in vain ; in vain did he urge the unreasonableness 
of expecting any subsidy in time of peace; and that an alli¬ 
ance on an equal footing would be more safe as well as more 
honorable for both nations. But Panin swore by every 
thing sacred, that while he was minister, Russia should never 
nmkc a treaty of defensive alliance with any power upon earth 
by which a war with Turkey was excluded from being a 
casus faderis . In short, it was sufficiently obvious, that the 
Turkish clause, inserted either in the body of the treaty, or 
in a secret article, would be a sine qu6 non in every negoci- 
ticm he might have to open with the court of Russia. This 
point indeed was established by the discovery he made of a 
treaty which had actually been concluded with Prussia, in 
which Frederic had agreed to the Turkish clause on condition 
that Russia should make no alliance with any other power but 
on the same terms, and count de Solms; the Prussian envoy, 
had orders to remonstrate, in the strongest manner, against 
any treaty that should be concluded contrary to this 

condition. \ , 

. > * ' - 

' , K " * 

• / ‘ 1 

The project of buying a majority in the diet of Sweden 
for the purpose of annihilating the French interest, appeared 
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to Sir (Jeorge Macartney to be less objectionable than the 
TTuriisB clause, though he felt the impolicy of England 
squandering money in that country; “ that by augmenting 
“their treasury we should make money cheap and goods 
“ dear; that as we sold little and bought much from the 
“ Swedes, the price of their commodities would be raised ; 
“ and thus the political measure of granting a subsidy would 
“ become highly and perpetually detrimental to our com- 
“ merce ” The consideration however of destroying the in¬ 
fluence of the French with the Northern Powers was an 


object in which Sir George had less difficulty to promise the 
co-operation of his government; and, in this respect, his 
private feelings jkept pace with his public duty. He had seen 
enough of Frenchmen, in his travels through Europe, to im¬ 
press on his mind nq r?iy favorable Opinion either of their 
moral or political character, and it does not appear that he 
ever found reason to alter that opinion. 

. ' " ' 

. , m ^^, ,i ■ i 

/ Well assured therefore that, by urging his court to accede 
to the latter of the two obstacles to the success of his nego- 
ciations for a treaty of commerce, he should greatly facilitate 
the conclusion of this desirable object, several sums of 
money were, at his recommendation, supplied for the pur¬ 
pose, though not to the extent of Mr. Panin's wishes, who 
frequently and severely took occasion to reflect on the parsi¬ 
mony of England. Still however the progress made in the 
treaty of commerce was very slow, and he saw, from the mode 
of conducting business at the court of Russia, that impor¬ 
tunity and perseverance were the politician's only weapons. 
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hi fact, tlic delay and procrastination of the college of com¬ 
merce, arising not merely from the want of method and 
gross ignorance, but from the ill dispositions and intentions 
of some of the commissioner, detennined him, if possible, 
to act it out of their hands, that the arrangement might finally 
he settled between Mr. Panin'and himself. This gentleman, 
out of pure fncndship, assented with great good natuie, 
in the proposal, provided there should be no objection on 
the part of the empress, although he could not forbear com¬ 
plaining that he had the whole weight of foreign affairs on 
his shoulders, and no person of capacity to assist him, in 
whom he could trust. Catharine, who was well aware of the 
incapability of the members of the commercial college, to 
tiamact a business of this nature, wishing to oblige the 
Knglish minister, y ct willing to sa\e appearances, suggested 
a middle path; she proposed that count Panin should settle 
the points with the British minister, and that' ^he commis¬ 
sioners should be invested with full pow r ers to sign ‘die treaty. 
The commissioners howeter were exasperated at the aift mt 
which they conceived w r as thus put upon them; angry at their 
own insignificance, and angry at Sir George for having dis¬ 
colored it, they soon began to manifest all that kind of 
malice which little' minds delight in. Their resentment broke 
out on a particular oeea&ion in the conduct of the vicc-chan- , 
celior, to whom the empress had given orders toimite all the 
foitign ministers to dine w ith her on the antihersary of Jiei 
accession to the throne. The court was at this time at the 
camp, and the entertainment was given there. The lice- 
ehancellor taking advantage of the distance and the confusion 
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that might possibly be supposed to result from that circum¬ 
stance, contrived to leave Sir George Macartney out of the 
invitation, who, being tlius pointedly neglected, conceived it 
would be' most consistent with his official character not to go 
to court that day. Ilis absence was taken very particular 
notice of by the empress, but to prevent its making a wrong 
impression he contrived to let her know the reason of it. 
Having taken ibis step, on the Sunday following lie went to 



mortification of those who had put in practice their little arts 
of revenge. The empress singled him out and distinguished 
him in a very extraordinary manner both in the morning and 
the evening; all the foreign ministers were present, but he 
was the only one she, did the honor of addressing on 
that day. , 


After a close negociation of four months the treaty of com¬ 
merce was brought to a conclusion, on such equal and im¬ 
partial terms as neither party, it was hoped, would after¬ 
wards find reason to repent of; and in this confidence the 
duration of the treaty was extended to twenty years. The 
terms obtained on the part of England wcie, in fact, more 
advantageous than his majesty’s ministers had ventured to 
hope he would be able to procure ■* ** , and such as the mcr- 

* Extract of a letter from Lord Sandwich, dated 15th March, 1765. 

“ By an article of the old treaty the British merchant is put upon the same 
«* footing with a subject of Russia in all duties of export, a* renewal of which voti 

** arc to endeavor to obtain $ though it is'much to be apprehended that, after thirty 
w years advancement in commerce, since the conclusipn of that treaty,, this bene- 

VOL. I. . ■ D 
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chants concerned in the trade expressed themselves per¬ 
fectly satisfied with. Reflecting therefore on the difficulties 
he lmd experienced, and on the uncertainty of a convul¬ 
sionary government, he was anxious to seize the advantage 
which the moment offered, and which, if once lost, might 
not easily be recovered, and signed the treaty ; not doubting 
the approbation of his majesty's ministers for having done 
more than they expected, and accomplished that which 
three former ministers at this coijrt had not been able to 
effect. He did, in fact, receive a letter, dated the 17th 
September, written by direction of the Duke of Grafton, 
then secretary of state for the northern department, acknow¬ 
ledging the receipt of the treaty which, it was stated, was 
very agreeable to his grace, as well as to the rest of his 
majesty's ministers; no objection was then taken at his 
having signed it: but in a subsequent letter, dated the 27th 
of ihe same month, he is informed by the duke's same secre¬ 
tary, that he is extremely concerned not to be able to send 
him a confirmation of those hopes, which his former letter had 
given, that his treaty and* his conduct would meet with gene¬ 
ral approbation ; for that, upon a thorough examination of it, 
a very material objection had appeared. Two days after¬ 
wards the duke himself informs him that his majesty's mini¬ 
sters were highly dissatisfied, that he should have taken upon 
himself, contrary to his instructions, to sign a treaty of 

“ ficial concession is more to be wished for than expected from ihe court of 
a Russia.'* 

This concession, however, was obtained by Sir George Macartney in its fullest 
extent. 


6 
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‘commerce before lie had sent it over for his majesty's 
approbation. 


The objection which his majesty’s ministers were pleased to 
make to the treaty appears principally to have lain against 
the following expression, which makes part of a clause in 
the fourth article, “ En reciprocity ilc facte dc navigation de 
la Grande Bretagne*. These words it seems, they consi¬ 
dered not only as a reservation in favor of Russia, but as an 
infringement on the act of navigation, to the very name of 
which the Duke tells him this Country is enthusiast, and the 
mention of it therefore is carefully avoided in all treaties j\ 
Sir George acknowledges that he was perfectly aware of the 
objection that might probably be made; but, when he con¬ 
sidered that, by admitting the reservation in favor of Russia 
(of which he knew she could make no use) hejiad obtained 
an equality of duties upon cxportagiijfcdhpeither his ma¬ 
jesty’s ministers nor the merchants i knowing, 

as he did, that our trade with Russia bei^|||^8fe of neces¬ 
sity on our part, she would grant-no other terms; having 
already been threatened that if the treaty was not signed an 
ttkitsc would be issued, by which the English factory would 
be deprived of their privileges, and put upon the same foot- 


# The whole of the clause stood thus : “ Mais.alors on se reserve de la part dc la 
litis sic, en recjprocite de Vacte de navigation de la Grande Bretagne, la liberti de faire 
dans Vinterieur , tel arrangement particulicr qxt’il sera trouve bon, pour encourager et etendre 
la navigation Russienne.” 

f The Duke of Graftota sent him a copy of the Navigation-Aft, on which Sir 
George, after thanking him for Jiis kind intentions, assures his grace he needed 
not to have given himself so' much trouble, for that he had the. Navigation Act by 
heart many years ago.. 


jn 2 
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iug as other traders; knowing also that the favorite and 
the minister were on the worst terms, and that if OrlofF got 
the better of Panin there was ah end to the treaty for ever; 
having moreover ascertained, that the merchants who are 
always the first to complain, were highly satisfied with the 
terms he had procured; feeling likewise, as well as the Duke 
of Grafton, that those merchants were enthusiasts to the verv 
name of the navigation act, yet made no objection to the 
wording of the fourth article; and seeing the absolute 
necessity of bringing the treaty to an immediate conclusion, 
armed as he was with full powers, lie ventured to judge of 
that necessity. On these grounds, and in the temper of the 
court, at that time highly dissatisfied with the parsimony of 
England in regard to Sweden, and trembling for the fatal 
consequences of a delay, he thought it most expedient on 
every consideration to sign the treaty, “ preferring, as he 
observes, “ the p^^^^vdee to his own private security, 
“ and daringa ch he thought success flight convert 

into a virjJjjpf 

Among other motives which weighed with Sir George 
Macartney to bring his treaty to as speedy a conclusion as 
possible, w r ere the intrigues of the French. From the moment 
of the arrival of Beausset as minister from the Court of Ver¬ 
sailles, this gentleman had taken uncommon pains to make 
the court of St. Petersbourg relish a treaty of commerce with 
France : and although Sir George had received the strongest 
assurances from Mr. Panin that, so long as he was minister, 
Bussia should contract no other commercial engagements than 
those with England, yet he was too well acquainted with the 
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intriguing character of the French to trust to such an assur- 
ancej lie knew that the court of Versailles was anxious for 
a treaty of commerce with Russia; that the Spanish envoy 
had proposed one, and that a Dutch projet had lain on the 
ministerial table for the last twenty years. The French, it is 
true, by that levity and absurdity which one would almost be 
Jed to conclude were ingrafted in their nature, had taken un¬ 
common pains to defeat their own projects at the court of 
St. Pctersbourg. The king of France having, in his minis¬ 
ters credentials, thought proper to give to Catharine the title 
of Majesit’ oidy without the addition of Imperialc, the court 
of Russia was so highly offended at the incivility as to refuse 
an audience to Monsieur Beausset; stating, as a ground for 
such refusal, that, as this title had already been granted, the 
objection to it could nov, be construed in no other way than 
as a personal affront to the empress. The French minister al¬ 
leged that if his court had granted it before it must have been 
owing rather to*an oversight in Uie office than to an avowal 
on their part; for that it was contrary to the idiom of then* 
language, and therefore impossible; that in writing they 
never say, votre majaste imperialc even to the emperor of 
Germany. This explanation, however satisfactory it might 
appear to the vanity of a Frenchman, was by no means so to 

the Russian court. Its embassador at.Paris, Prince Galitzin, 

( *■ * , 
was instructed to complain ot the indignity that was thus 

offered to the person of his sovereign; but all the satis¬ 
faction he could obtain was an avowal from tire Due dc 
Choiseul, that although the court of Versailles had no objec¬ 
tion to allow the imperial title to the crown of Russia, they 
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could not possibly in writing use the expression majesttimpe- 
riak without wilfully consenting to corrupt the purity of theif 
language; on which important consideration he frond-the 
court of St. Pctersbourg would rio longer insist upo^ffl[ The 
Due de Choiseul is said to have pushed his pljjfflfntry on 
this occasion still farther by declaring, when spealffng on this 
subject a few days after, “ Qu’il ne pouvoit pas introduce 
“dans la langue Francoise un barbarime cn favettr dt la 
“ Rustic.” The effect may readily be imagined which such a 
sarcasm produced on a court of the complexion of Russia, 
whose sensibility was generally less hurt by a real injury than 
by the slightest insult on its. pride. , Sir George w r as too good 
a patriot not to take every due advantage of this hostile dis¬ 
position against Prance. He succeeded sp far as to prevail 
on the Russian minister to discourage as much as possible the 
predilection of his countrymen fbr French customs, and the 
fashion of wearing'Trench silks and velvets; and, in the 
present temper of the court, the empress w r as easily prevailed 
upon to set the example. Still, however, there was a gene¬ 
ral sort of attachment in St. Fetersbourg for every thing that 
was French, from the representations of the embassa¬ 
dors of this nation,; it was strongly suspected that the court 
of Versailles would abate of its obstinacy, and condescend 
even to sacrifice the purity of the french language, in order 
to carry an ithportant point with Russia. 


* 

But independent of all these circumstances, Sir George 
Macartney had seen enough bf Russia to be convinced that 
all its (efforts to encourage the commerce of its own subjects 
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would prove abortive^ lie knew, from the temper of the in¬ 
habitants^ from the state of her navy, her dock-yards, her 
officers and seamen, that there was not the least apprehen¬ 
sion, for many years to come, of her assuming either a naval 
or a commercial aspect that could possibly give to England 
the slightest umbrage or jealousy.- The genius of Catharine 
had scarcely yet begun to operate on the national character, 
which she found, as it were, in a state of inaction. At that 
time it might fairly have been doubted, whether k single sub¬ 
ject in the Russian empire had ever even seen our Navigation 
Act, or had any more acquaintance with it than the mere 
name. “ An act,” says Sir George, “ which, like the bow of 
Ulysses, bends only to the hands of its master,’ may well 
« defy the exertion of every Muscovite effort,” 

♦ « • 

j 

The Duke of Grafton, who was in reality very much his 
friend, and not a little mortified at the disapprobation which 
some of his majesty's ministers had thought fit to express at 
the treaty, thought it would be right to refer the clause in 
the fourth article for the opinion of the Russia company, 
who, having already been 1 in formed of the objections against 
it, very laconically and without assigning any grounds for 
their opinion, declare <f that it may essentially affect arid 
44 prejudice the trade and navigation of Great Britain, and 

“ render the whole treaty ineffectual*.” On -the receipt of 

*« 

*. That it may not be considered unfair to give an extract only of the very con¬ 
cise condemnation pronounced by the Russia company on the point which was so par¬ 
ticularly referred to them, and to (Aviate any appearance of this kind the whole of 
their letter is subjoined, which, according to the advice of a great law officer, 
never to give a reason for a decision, must certainly be esteemed as a very 
sagacious epistle. 
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which Sir George observes, 6i I must beg leave to make One 
observation relative to the Russia company. Not a third 
et of those who compose their court of assistants have ever 
“ been in Russia, or carry on any trade with it; and the 
“ greater part of the rest, who were formerly in thi® country, 
“ have eitiier tbtally forgot it, Or at the least (considering the 
“ revolutions it has undergone since their time) are now very 
“ incompetent judges of it. Your grace knows that any per- 
c< son whatever, on paying five pounds, may become, free of 
« the Russia company.” His grace, however, having thought 
fit to take the opinion of a body of men, who, it seems, were 
very ill qualified to give a solid one on the subject. Sir George 
conceived'it would be' right in him to obtain the sentiments of 
the British factory in Russia, in order to transmit them to the 
Duke in return, a body of inen who were not only capable of 
giving a substantial opinion, but were also most deeply in¬ 
terested, in every sentence of the treaty of commerce between 
Great Britain and that country. For this purpose he desired 
the consul to assemble the merchants, to read the treaty, and 
to inquire whether there appeared to them any material ob¬ 
jections to the whole or any part of it, hinting to him at the 


« My Lord, London, 24th September, 1765. 

« We the governor, consuls, and court of assistants of the Russia company have 
taken the letter which your grace did us the honor to write to us, together with the 
fourth article of the treaty of commerce with Russia, into our consideration, and 
are of opinion that the paragraph referred to, as it now stands, may essentially 
affect and prejudice the trade and navigation of Great Britain, and render the 
whole treaty ineffectual. We are, &c. ^ 

(Signed) by order of the governor, consuls, and court 
of assistants of the Russia company, 

« M. SIERRA, Secretary.” 
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same time, to mention to them in particular that clause of 
the fourth article, which had been disapproved. In reply to 
the requisition made by the consul, the merchants resident 
in Russia drew up and unanimously agreed to sign the fol¬ 
lowing letter: 

“ We the underwritten members of trtc British factory 
“ humbly beg leave to return your Excellency our thanks for 
“ having so obligingly condescended to communicate to us 
“ the new treaty bf commerce with the Russian court previous 
“ to its final ratification. 

“ Sensible as wc are how great must be the satisfaction 
“ resulting to a mind like yours from th$ consciousness of 
“ having accomplished in so full and pefifcct a manner his 
“ majesty’s gracious views and intentions for thfe good of his 
“ trading subjects in this im|$ftant negociation ; we humbly 
“ presume it may afford sonll additional pleasure*to your 
“ excellency to receive a pubBO, acknowledgment of the « 
“ entire and unreserved approbation of every article in '.this 
* 6 treaty from us who are so immediately and so nearly eon* 

“ cemed in its consequences. 

“ Though the whole is in every point as advantageous to 
“ the trade and navigation of Great Britain as could reason* 

“ ably be expected, yet we think ourselves haore particularly 
M obliged to your excellency part of the fourth article, 

“by wlfich an equality jtf'dkfp on , exports between the 
“ British and Russian merchants is established* and for the 

von. i. ' ' e 
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bind them ,were it ever so solemnly made 
or Unequivocally worded;” and he concluded by saying, 
that he would advise the empress, who was long since tired 
with importunities on this subject, to do no more; that all 
fiiissiaWdaimcd against him for having done so much; and 
that her interests had been shameful)/ sacrificed : that if 
Great Britain therefore did not like the treaty with lib ex¬ 
planatory letter she might take her own measures; but that 
if the signatures were once annulled, he declared most so¬ 
lemnly that the English factory should immediately be put 
upon the same footing as the merchants of other nations. 


From this time Sir George seems to have labored with un¬ 
ceasing diligence and unexampled assiduity to carry the 
point, which his superiors at home appeared to have so much 
at heart. But every, application was fruitless, every en- 
deavor vain, to,induce Mr. Panin, to alter his sentiments. 
He ventured even to speak to the empress herself at the mas- 
querade upon the subject, and almost went on his knees to 
persuade her into compliance, but he found her, to use his 
own expression “inflexible even beyond a woman's obsti¬ 
nacy ;” and lie had the mortification to perceive that it 
would be no less difficult to draw from them such a declaration 
as was required than “ to count the billows of the Baltic or 
“number the trees in the forest of Ongga.” Still however 
he persevered till he discovered that Mr. Panin had actually 
, received orders to cancel the,signatures, and to put an end if 
for ever to the treaty; a step that was immediately to beA 
followed by a revocation of the declaration given, by the 


press Elizabeth in, favor of .the-British factory ; add 

£ 2 
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quired all his powers* ** of persuasion to prevail on Mr, M 
Panin to delay the execution of this violent and precipitate 
measure. 


He now proposed that the objectionable reservation in 
favor of Russia should be left out, and the treaty newly 
written and signed afresh. As the omission of the words 
“ En reciprocity de faftc de navigation He la Grande Bretagne* 
made no alteration'in the terms, and left Russia free to make 
what law's she might think fit respecting her own commerce 
and navigation, Mr. Panin thought there could be no objec¬ 
tion on the part of the empress, and as his majesty's ministers 
bad taken the alarm only on the introduction of the Naviga¬ 
tion Act by name, it was not probable they could start any 
objection to the total omission of it. Sir George therefore 
caused the treaty to be written out afresh with the omission 
and sent to England. But the cabinet of St. James's acted 
on this occasion with more than Russian obstinacy; it re¬ 
quired that not only the ohjcctionable wprds but the whole 
clause should be left out. Thus three limes did they refuse 
to ratify the treaty, and three times send back fresh 
proposals *. 


* Sir George Macartney was completely at a loss to account for this strange 
conduct of the British cabinet towards him from the time that lord Sandwich had 
been removed from the northern department, till the following passage in ft letter 
from ope of has friends then in office threw some light on the subject. “ It is 
1 «!’t*ot quite fair” says this friend « to charge any man where one is not quite 
positive of the fact; but though I may bq mistaken I am milch inclined to think' 
kwd —— - — has from the beginning been your enemy; not that I 
Suppose he had any ptwo&l enmity to you, but in the game of his 
w were the card to throw out. From the outset of the marquis of 

** . * . . . * p saw they could nut stand, and con- 
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The cdUtt of St. Petersbourg began now to consider the 
condudtbf England so trifling on the subject of .the treaty of 
commerce, and so repugnant to her more cherished schemes, 
that Catharine determined to" break off all negotiation for the 
future, and with this view gave directions for an ukase to be 
prepared, revoking the declaration of the empress Elizabeth 
in favor of British merchants, to be published as soon as the 
first British ship should arrive at Cronstadt. In vain did Sir 
George endeavor to imprest oh the minds of the empress and 
her minister* the advantages which Russia would derive from 
a close alliance with England. But vain of her past successes* 
giddy with her present prosperity, blind and incredulous.^te 
the possibility of a reverse, both the empress and her minister 
seemed every day to be more intoxicated with pride, more con¬ 
temptuous toward other powers, mdre elated with their own. 
“ No art,” says Sir George, “ has been left untried, no argu- 
“ ment unenforced, and no effort linexerted. All that my own in- 
“ genuity could inspire, the nature of the subject furnish, or the 
“ circumstances of the times suggest to me, 1 have employed. 


** sequently determined to keep aloof, and entertain no intimate connection iMs 
" them; die Russian negociation was among the first objects of consultations^; 
u knew that a new administration might be scrutinous in the conduct ;of 
M people, and he hated and despised them for omitting to seize the pa! 

« port that proffered itself; so that he was cautious, perverse, and trou 



“ in all the meetings concerning the declaration t, Iw situation as 
“ his opinipn decisive, while hut the iota of a punctilio waa wantinj|;^ 

“ And his interests, his malice, his resentments, .andhis hahitiafS@^|^J^iid 
“ one common qualification in condemning ydur conduct; but 


" will not disgrace you with vour country and the public*. wh88&«#£&* 
M all worth esteem* 1 
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“ witkmpst unshaken attention, the mbit unceasing 
“ and unremitted assiduity. But this courthaslisteiied to me 
* with the most provokingphlegm, and the moststoical in~ 
“ difference.” So painful was the task now become that in 
one of his public letters be "observes, “ Nothing on this side 
“ of heaven could bribe me to pass the last six months over 
“ again : mortified and dejected as I am, I have long since 
“ disclaimed the leakt hopes of applause for any ministerial 
M endeavors, however judiciously conducted, or fortunately 
“ concluded; persuaded that nothing is more dangerous than 
.** to do more than is commanded, and that he alone is secure 
and happy who entrenches himself within the bounds of his 
“ duty, unambitious of the renown which arises from enter- 
prising boldness or successful temerity.” Such however 
was the strength of his xehl, and such his eagerness to execute 
his majesty’s commands, that his ardor neither appears to 
have cooled by repeated denials, nor slackened by ill suc¬ 
cess ; though often repulsed he still returned to the charge. 
At a conference with Mr. Panin it occurred to him that the 
same inveterate objection might not lay against the new 
/ modelling of the clause as against its total omission ; s and with 
: ;this idea he took up a sheet of paper and folding it in two 
4^pkimns he drew on the first the clause as it originally stood, 
d. in the opposite one as he now proposed it to stand. To 
Sj|;;great astonishment Mr.. Panin thought the alteration 
; but could not undertake to say any thing posi- 
fie had seen the empress. . After keeping it six 
at length returned it with a proposal to have it 
manner; 
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Clause diproposed ty Great Britain. Clause at proposed by Russia. 

Ma&alorson se reserve d6 la part Mais alors chaque haute partie 
des deux hautea parties contractantcs contractante se reserve pour elle la 
la liberte de feire dans llnterieur tel liberte de faire dans i’interieur de ses 
arrangement particulier qu’il sera etats, tel arrangement particulier 
trouve bon pour encourager et eten- qu’elle trouverabon pour encourager 
dre leur navigation respective. , et etendre sa propre navigation. 

t ’ v , ' I ' ■ 

» , r . . 

‘ ' • \ , , r . * „ 

In this as in other instances the pride of Russia sustained 
Itself to the end. Sir. Panin remained obstinate and inflex* 
ible, and Sir George found it expedient to submit to- the 
-vanity and obstinacy which Suggested the alteration in the 
words, especially as there was none in the sense. He*mm 
demanded new full powers to be given to; the pleiii 
ties, but was answered that they continued 
former powers* It was useless, to content. 
would be.a* , 
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with regard to his future destination. He thought it righl 
however particularly to request that Mr. Stanley might be 
furnished with very pointed instructions, to inform himself of 
his conduct. “ Conscious,” says he, “.of having acted in all 
“ things* entrusted to my ca’r§, with the utmost integrity, 
“ vigilance, and activity, having exerted every talent which 
“ nature and education have given me for the service of my 
sovereign and the interest of the public, ambitious only of 
honest fame, 1 present myself to every scrutiny, convinced 
of being able to prove, that no man in my situation could 
“ have obtained what I have done, convinced that you, Sir, 
“ and every branch of administration will in the end see the 
^ strongest reasons for approving every particular of my 
iuci” —Letter from Sir George Macartney to Mr. Se¬ 
dated August 26, 1766. 


«» 


■u 



i this period t^ll the month of March 1767, he remainec 

in^impiete ignorance as to the time of Mr. Stanley's setting 
ouifuij} of ins own destination. The disappointments and 
vexait^lis liad long suffered Had a severe effect on his 
healthi^&<i|^E^^^^^a|i(litional mortification .of observing, . 
that , both of the impress 

and Mr. Panin continaed the same, he had now lost all the , 
ministerial confidence of the latter. He entreated his court to 
relieve him from so;ei&lxarragsw^ tyjr. sending his 

letter of .recall, thathe .might 'ta||tplahl^^^ the shipping^ 
season to return to: England. the statei of 
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of no use in St. Petersbourg, where lie would be left ui the 
most disagreeable and, for a public minister, in a most ridi¬ 
culous situation, as the whole court, the senate, and all the 
principal chanceries and offices were to be removed to Mosco. 
Notwithstanding these statements he received directions 
from his court to remain at St. Petersbourg. What his feel-, 
ings and sentiments were on this occasion will best appear 

from his own letters which are inserted in the Aupendix *. » 

* * 

. * 

As there was not the slightest hope of negociating a treaty 

of alliance without admitting the Turkish clause, and for 
many other reasons given by Sir George in his letter to Mr. 
Secretary Conway *f*; and as his majesty's ministers were at 
length convinced that his remaining at St. Petersbourg, while 
an embassador was ^x^ecjted, could answer no good purpose, 
they gave him permission to return to England for the benefit 
of his health; but without any letter of recall, or any inti¬ 
mation that Mr. Stanley was .\hoi\t to proceed. Having sent 
his secretary Mr- Shirky, as chargS d'affaires to Mosco, he 
loft Petersbourg about the end of May, and proceeding by 
the way of Stockholm and GCttenburgh took his passage at 
the latter for England. 

* f * 

There was an idle story propagated in St. Petersbourg by 
persons who could not explain, the circumstance of his re¬ 
maining behind, when the com# and foreign ministers pro- 

# Letter from Sir Ceorge Maeartoey to tYilHam Burke, Esq, No. i.—To the 
Right Hon. Hans 'Stanley, No. a.—^Tothe Right Hon. Henry Seymour Conway, 
No. 3. 

f Letter to Mr. Secretary Conway, dated St. Petersbourg, Jan. 26 , Feb. 6, 

1767. Appendix, No. 4. 

«• 

vol. i- r 



34 


PUBLIC LIFE OF THE 


v i 


ceeded to Moscq, that Catharine had instructed her embas¬ 
sador in London to request he might be recalled, and had 
forbad his appearance at court. Such an absurdity scarcely 
„ requires a serious refutation; but if apy proof were want- « 
ing of the continuance of that distinguished attention with 
which he was honored to the last moment of his stay in 
Itussia, the following letter from Mr. Panin, written by com¬ 
mand of the empress at Mosco, is alone sufficient for that 
purpose: u Dans le moment ou je lui (l’impera trice) ai pre r 
“ sente vos homages en vous congediant de sa cour, j ai leeft, 
u pour vous, Monsieur, les assurances !es plus positives de sa 
“ bienveillance, et je vous les transmets avec un con ten te- 
“ ment quhl vous sera facile de vous representer. Sa majeste 
*< imperiale ne veut point que vous paitiez satis en em porter 
“ unc marque disting«6e. La mapiere dont vous vous con- 
u gediez sans produire de lettres de rappel, nous engageant 
M k vous considerer topjours com me ministre actuel auprt's 
u de notre cour, vous n'£tes pas enc6re ddns le cas de reeevoir 
14 le present d’etiquette que nous faisons aux ministres, et 
“ nous fe renvoyons an terns ou il doit avoit lieu. Mais m- 
♦ “ dependamment de ce present,. sa majesty in’a ordonne de 

44 vous envoycr la boiite que j'ai rhonUeur de joindre iei, 

« comme un temoignage d,e son approbation et de Tcstime 
“ qu elle a jug£ que vous meritez. Trouvez bon, Monsieur, 
u que mes sentiments particulars s'exprimcnt tous dans la 
“ satisfaction avec laquelle je vois ceux de ma souveraine. 

« Je vous demande avec empressement la continuation de 
« votre araiti£, et vous prie decrure que Tattachement queje 
“ vous ai voue est aussi sinc«re'qu , inviolable. ,, The mark of 
distinguished regard, mentioned in Mr. Panin s letter, was a 

j * 
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present from the empress of a very magnificent gold snuff-box 
enriched with diamonds, in value about six hundred pounds. 

As to their wishing his recall it is contradicted in the declare- 

* 

*tion of Mr, Panin in the above extract, that they must still 
consider him as the actual minister at the court of Russia, 
and more strongly by his subsequent appointment in England 
as embassador extraordinary and plenipotentiary to that 
court. 

# Duiing his residence at St. l^etersbourg he had many op¬ 
portunities of rendering very signal services to Stanislaus the 
unfortunate king of Poland, by forwarding his views and as¬ 
sisting his minister count Rzewuski to discover and coun¬ 
teract the mean and unjust artifices of the king of Prussia to¬ 
wards that nation. As an acknowledgment of those services 
Stanislaus sent him, in 176ft the ensigns of the order of the 
White Eagle which, his majesty was graciously pleased to per¬ 
mit him to accept. At the same time they were accompanied 
by a very handsome letter from the king of Poland. * 

* The King of Poland to Sir George Macartney. 

“ MONSIEUR DE MACARTNEY, 

“ II m'est bien agreable et bien flatteur de rctrouver d'une fagon si effipace dans 
un homrrle de votre merite et de votre diet notion les monies scntimens de bonne * 
volontj, dont j'ai le plaisir de recevoir les preuves de tant de vos cchnpatriotcs. 
Ma reconnoissance et mon affection particuliere pour votre nation est connue; je 
souhaite que la mienne pour vous personellement le soit tput autant. Cost ce que 
me determine a vous conferer, Monsieur, l*ontr$ de I'Aigle Blanc, dpnt le comptc 
Rzcwubki, mon envoye extraordinaire et pjenipotentiare & la cow imperiale tie 
Russic, est charge de vous remettre les marques. Je H vous prie d*y rcconnoitic 
l’estime parfaite et i’amitie"sincere dans laquelie je suis veritabiemcm, 

« Monsieur de Macartney, votre tres affectloime, 

(Signed) i ** STANifjLAs Auglste Roy, 

f 2 


Varsovie, ce 31 May 17 66” 
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Whether before his return to Kurland the r:»of Si. 
James's had begun to reflect on the impolicy of lvn ino- a 
minister who had concluded a “ just and salislactor, ii-vv 
of commerce.*, w 'anti who 'ood so hi«h in the estimation 
the court with which he had to treai, or wlictho ^r. Staid 
on contemplating the dif cullies which, in nil fn-oha !);!;!>, he 
would have to encounter as every .-trash miniM-’r before him 
had encountered, does pot appear ; but -hortly after naval 
in London Mr. Stanley gave in his resignation, and Sir (Irorge 
Macartney was immediately appointed to sneered him as 
embassador extraordina.y and plenipotentiary to the court 
of Russia. Some particular circumstances however -n urred, 
and were followed by other engagements, whic h were likely to 
prevent him from proceeding on his embassy, a; least in any 
reasonable length of time. Me conceived therefore, that it 
would be most expedient for himself and the public service 
to give up the situation at once than continue to hold it while 
any uncertainty remained of his e\ or being able to fulfil the 
duties of it. On this occasion he acted with i liberality 
which is not usually met with among public men. Notwith¬ 
standing the large sums of money he had expended out of 
bis own pocket in the public service, by which he contracted 
a.debt of near 6000/. in order to support his ministerial cha¬ 
racter, he Voluntarily and without any requisition returned 
the warrants for. a service of plate, usually granted to embas¬ 
sadors, the equipage money and every other emolument, re¬ 
ceiving no advantage of any kind from his appointment ex¬ 
cept their majesty's pictures, which he particularly'desired he 


% 

His ttSajeety’* speech from the throne at the opening of the session of 1761s, 

-* . * ‘V 

*767. 
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i>e allowed to keep, setting thus an example of disin- 
• ■■ v'.tcd »;*ss, perhaps the only one of the kind ia thediplo- 
■>r history of this country. 


ON the ist of February J ?(J0, Sir George Macartney was 
married to 1 he Right Honorable Lady Jane .Stuart, second 
daughter of John Earl of Lute; and in the month of April 
following lie. was chosen one of the representatives of the 
borough of ('ockennouth, in the parliament of Great Britain. 
Conceiving h.iwewM* that he might be able to serve his coun¬ 
try more effectually in the Irish than 1 the British parliament, 
lie was elected in the month of July of the same year to re¬ 
present, in the former, the borough of Armagh. It was at this 
time in contemplation to make a considerable change in the 
system of government, which had hitherto been practised 
with regard to Ireland. It had long been tlx- custom for the 
lord-lieutenant to go over once only in* two yea is, and to 
give himself little concern about public matters while h^was 
there : he convened a parliament which lasted a few months, 
lived in a state of splendid magnificence, provided tor his 
dependents, received, as Sir Geprge observes, “ freedoms, 
“ gold boxes, and complimentary addresses, and then hur- 
“ riecl back to England with the utmost precipitation/’ 
leaving the government, at his departure, vested in a com¬ 
mission usually composed of the two principal " members of 
the church and the law, together with the speaker of the 
House of Commons. These gentlemen were generally up. 
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ppinted lords justices, but in Ireland were better known by 
the name of undertakers. The power, the patronage, and 
consequently the influence derived from their situation, gave 
them in fact an unlimited control over the interior govern¬ 
ment in Ireland, and they considered themselves so import¬ 
ant and so necessary to the crown, in transacting what was 
called the king's business, that they generally were able to 
dictate their own terms to the administration of England. 
But on the great change of the Engljjrii ministry in 176b’, one 
of the first measures settled in the cSfbinct \va«, that Ireland 
should no longer be left to the discretion of the undertakers ; 
but that the lord-lieutenant should for the future constantly 
reside in that country, and hold the reins of government in 
his own hands. The Earl of Bristol was fixed upon as the 
first resident chief governor, but resigning the situation with¬ 
out, having once taken possession of his go\crnment,‘ Lord 
Townshcnd w’as nominated to succeed him, who immediately 
went over; and on the 1st January 176.9, Sir George 
Macartney was appointed chief secretary of Ireland, and 
sworn of his majesty's privy council there on the 30th March 
following, 

# 

This change of system, a3 might naturally be expected, 
made very strong and opposite impressions on the different 
political parties in Ireland. “ The Irish people," observes Sir 
George *, “ ever fond of novelty, were rejoiced beyond ipca- 
“ sure at the happy tidings; individuals were no less delighted: 

those who had long been in leading-strings, but had rimer 
“ been led, to what Jlicy looked for, felt new hopes rise in 


* In L ; a Account tj Ir>fan& which will be more particularly noticed hereafter. 

1 



EARL OF MACARTNEY. 


59 


u their bosoms, and flattered themselves that the day of et)~ 
“ francHisement was come; golden visions of profit and of 
“ honor opened on the eyes of every patriot *; he who had 
*• disdained the thraldom of an undertaker, was ready to 
“ wear the livery of a resident viceroy; and the most inve- 
“ terate republican became, a convert to the new theory of 
government: all was rapture and reformation ; the return of 
“ Astrea was hourly expected, and the kingdom of Saturn 
“was supposed to be if hand. 

“ The undertakers, against whose usurpation this sclieme 
of residence was levelled, immediately took the alarm and 
strenuously used all their endeavors to, defeat it. They 
knew, indeed that opposition, if steadily resisted, must soon 
moulder into insignificance,' but they flattered themselves 
that no lord-lieu tenant would long persevere in the new 
plan. If he should they were resolved to omit nothing on 
their part to make his situation as uneasy and as unpleasant 
to him as possible" 


In this state of the public mind Lord Townshend arrived 

at his new government, and was immediately beset, as all 

former lord-lieutenants had been, by the undertakers on one 

v 

* A name particularly affected by those in Ireland- who set up a systematic op¬ 
position to the measures of government. All the undertakers and their adherents 
when they lost their power became patriots. w A friend of mine,” says,Sir George, 
in one of his speeches “ seriously told me that, he could not support government 
« for, that if ever jhe quitted his present, connexion, .which was a private one, he 
« would become a patriot—like General Kirke, who told king James, when asked to 
“ turn Papist, that he was engaged in honor to the emperor of Morocco that if 
« ever he changed his religion he would become a. Mahometan*” 
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Hand and the patriots on the other, both proposing such 
measures and plans as, however opposite in their nature, 
both assured him were calculated to make his government 
easy and himself popular; but most of which, in fact, if 
adopted, must cither have turned him into ridicule, or been 
some innovation on the established constitution, or some en¬ 
croachment on the* revenue. Schemes of the wildest and 
most absurd nature were daily offered at* the castle. In some 
places roads were proposed to be made to facilitate commer¬ 
cial intercourse where no commerce could exist; in others 
means of conveyance where there was nothing to convey; 
here a navigation was to be encouraged where the sea was 
unnavigablc, and there harbors to be constructed which pre¬ 
sented shipwreck ipstcad of safety. Collieries were proposed 
to be wrought where turf was the common fuel of the 
colliers, even in the very coal-pits themselves; and a proposal, 
among others, was Seriously made that a land-carriage bounty 
should be allowed for all corn and flour brought to Dublin 
by the new canai. However ludicrous such projects may 
appear, Sir .George ^sstires us this representation of them is 
not exaggerated; anil that'so artfully were some of their 
schemes conceived, that they met, or at least seemed to 
meet, with encouragement at the castle. It happens indeed 
not infrequently and, from the noblest and best of motives, 
in the eagerness and ardor of improvement, without in¬ 
quiring whether improvement lie practicable, or if practicable 
whether expedient or necessary, that a minister is prevailed 
upon to lend his assent to the schemes of an artful impostor 
or an unprincipled jobber; or, as Sir George Macartney ob¬ 
serve, " A lord-lieutenant new in his govemmeat, perhaps 
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new in business of any kind, unacquainted with the people 
and constitution of Ireland, and desirous of carrying on his 
administration with popularity and good humor, probably 
at first did not apprehend any danger or inconvenieucv 
from adopting these schemes: he perhaps seemed to ap¬ 
prove them, and his seeming approbation was immediately 
sworn into a positive promise, the performance of which 
he was afterwards either soothed or frightened into, ac¬ 
cording to the features of his character and the circum¬ 
stances of the times*"/’ 


* One great object of the undertakers wa* to keep up the charges of government 
beyond its revenue j as it then became necessary for the crown to ask them for a 
supply; they granted it and thus recovered their own importance 5 “but to preserve 
that importance they granted fhe suipply.for two years only. The revenues how¬ 
ever, in spite of extravagance, became at length more than equal to pay .all the 
charges of government. “ This circumstance,” observes Sir George Macartney, 
“ alarmed the Irish undertakers; a flourishing revenue would strip them of their 
“ consequence, and render them less necessary to government. Their first care 
“ was to impoverish government as fast as possible, by squandering away the 
“ redundancy arising in the treasury. Unfortunately, they were permitted to 
** do so. 


“ By these means, in a space of four or five years, the kingdom, from a most 
u prosperous and affluent condition, from having a revenue far greater than its ctr 
“ pense, and from possessing a treasure of near half a million sterling, unap- 
“ -plied, and ready to answer any public emergency, was reduced to a state of tie 
<! utmost distress, M'as obliged in 1759 to borrow 350,000/. at so high an interest 
“ ns 5 /. per cent., and to revive the loan duties for’ the payment of it. * 

Thus the undertakers accomplished what they wished. By this manage- 
“ ment they plunged the nation in debt, had the art to throw the odium of *Heir 
“ own prodigality on government, and then claimed rewards from thjrtgOYern- 
“ ment for supplying the wants which they themselves had created. It Was no 
“ longer the petition of modest merit for reward and encouragement > it was 
“ the confident demand of powerful connection, a compact among fodividiTals to 
“ support each other’s pretensions, and to vote for each other’s jobs* or an inde- 
“ cent scramble for the public spoil.” Account of Ireland. 
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Witlr iregawl to Lord Townshend he soon discovered 
% COQcOding a few points, he was every day harassed with; 
greater and more extravagant demands, and he therefore 
determined to act in future upon his own suggestions and 
observation, and- to get rid at once both of patriots and 
undertakers. The demands of the latter were jf^jjjplarly 
and obviously confined tq selfish views. One wanted peer* 
ages for his friends, another some great reversion for him¬ 
self ; some expected pensions, and others an addition to.those 
they already had. Thus, as Lord Townshend observes, 44 by 
w distressing one lord-lieutenant and compromising with 
“another, they are always gaining something for themselves, 
« and paring away the authority and reputation of the 
« English government, until it hath scarcely any ground left 
“ to stand upon." And Sir George remarks, that instead 
©f being grateful M for past favors, they were enraged at the 
** refusal of new ones; turned the power of the crown en- 
“ trusted to their hands, against the crown itself, and en- 
« deavored to extort, by faction and opposition, what was 
u meant t© be the reward ©f loyalty and sendee.” 




>■ 

hi 

si¬ 


lt was therefore the first, and great object of Lord Towns- 
lend's administration to crush this growing aristocracy of 
, and rid the country of an evil equally injurious to 
people and to the crown *, Their ingratitude to the lat- 


may be collected of the influence of the undertakers in Ireland 
IbUowing extract of,*a-letter from a friend then m government to Sir 
y, dated uth May iydp. 

have long had reason to be vain of you, and in endeavoring to 
t and rid thU country from the name of undertakers,, yon 
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ter proved the means of hastening the destruction of their 
power. Among <tlie bills framed in the council of Ireland 
and transmitted to England in the accustomed manner, was 
in conformity with constant usage a money bill. This money 

__ i 

bill, returned under the great seal of England, was read in the 
House of Commons on the 21st of November 17^9, and 
rejected by a majority of 94 to 71 . On this occasion all the 
strength of the undertakers, the Duke of Leinster, Lord 
Shannon, then master of the ordnance, and Mr. Ponsonby 
the speaker, was mustered against government. The lord- 
lieutenant entered his protest against the vote of the House 
of Commons, and put an end to the session by a sudden 
prorogation. Lord Shannon and Mr. PonsOnby who ljad 
shown in the course of this strange proceeding, that they 
acted, not from principle, but with the sole view of distress-' 
ing government, were immediately dismissed from their em¬ 
ployments. After this it became a matter of course for these 
gentlemen, together with the Duke of Lienstcr and his party, 
to unite with the patriots, and to determine to oppose and 
harass government to the utmost possible extent of their 
power. Every kind of spiteful resolution was proposed jli 
the House of Commons that disappointed resentment could 
suggest. The press of Dublin teenaed with ipdeoent and 


“ will do the first and most essential service to Ireland—a service in my opinion 
“ so essential that it ought to be considered in die politkkl system of Ireland 
4t like charity ixi the religious. And as, in the .religious, nothing, st is said, can 
M avail without^charity, so in the political, nothing ought to avail without a faith- 
“ ful discharge of this principal and most essential duty, the emancipation of 
« government.’* 

v/ o 2 : 
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,scurrilous libels*. The lord-lieutenant was represented af ar, 
man who must necessarily be the greatest enemy to the true 
interests of Ireland, because he was an Englishman, and by 
parity of reasoning it followed of course that his secretary 
could not be a friend, because he was an Irishman; % and 
though the latter had a considerable estate in the country, 
and therefore most likely to be interested in its prosperity, 
yet as he had passed so much of his life in foreign parts i:t 
was hinted that he might perhaps have become a papist. No 
suggestion, however wild, is too absurd to be advanced when 
some party purpose is meant to be answered. In the House 
of Commons they endeavored to give .every opposition and 


embarrassment to the measures of government. “ For 
* four mouths/’ says Sir George, tin* turbulence of the 
^ faction kept the House of Commons sitting every night 
“ fill ten o’clock, and very frequently several hours after, 
^ioidnlriit.” To their sallies of violent invective and their 
is|^tj|>erate speeches the secretary opposed calm and argu- 
misi||i|ive replies, spirited remonstrance against their ab- 
surd;p||positions, and preserved a firm and steady conduct 
throu^i^pC the whole session, and. an uncommon share of 
U? in per wdgood humor upon every occasion f. 


* Some of t&ebest productions of this kind,, though in general very coarse, and 
very severe against Lord Townahend, have been collected into a volume and pub- 
llshed under '.mfe ^ame of Baratariana. Those which are signed Sindercome are 
ascribed to '’Sir. !F$pd* The defenders of Lord Townshend replied to them in a 
periodical work CaHed the Batchelor . 

f Lord Town6he»|4 Was much pleased with Sir George Macartney’s conduct in' 
the Mouse of In a letter to Lord North he observes, “ The session 

« of PagfanR* now ended, I think it incumbent on .me, in justice to Sir 
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z -TKe undertakers however Jhad soon the mortification to find 


that with their places they had lost a considerable part of 
their influence; and that in the same proportion the British 
government regained its authority. The consequence of this 


change was, that several*wise and 


salutary measures were now 


carried through the house,, in which not individual interest 


but the real welfare and prosperity of Irelaud only were 
consulted; and the finances of this kingdom, by resolution 
and perseverance, were retrieved aha placed upon a proper 
footing. ‘The lord-lieutenant and his secretary now became 
more popular, though constantly residing on the spot, 
than most of their predecessors, who had made only their 
occasional visits and conferred favors. Sir George indeed re¬ 
mained upwards of three years constantly employed in the 
laborious office of chief secretary with unremitted exertion, 
without once returning t6 London according to the usual 
practice of other - secretaries; generally residing in Dublin 
, at a great expense, and distributing among his countrymen 
the whole of his salary annexed to his official situation, and 


M Ceorge Macartney, to represent to your lordship that the happy conclusion to 
tf which it is brought is, in a great measure, to be ascribed to his attention -and 
w abilities. I have Had the satisfaction of hearing from all the king’s servants, 
“ who were his fellow laborers, that during the whole sessions he acquitted him- 
u self with great credit in the different speeches which he made, and; that in 
every other respect his conduct and Behavior were such , as proved him to be 
a very judicious knowing man, and perfectly the man'of business. He has now 
** been seven years in his majesty’s service without having received any favor, ex- 
« cept the temporary one which he at present holds under me; and I think he has 
« the fairest and justest claim to Be distinguished with some particular mark of 
M his majesty’s approbation.** 
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the income derived from his paternal estate. lie conducted, 
in the course of this period, three difficult sessions of parlia- 
ament, seconding, with complete success, the spiiited mea¬ 
sures of his principal, by which, for the first time, was broken 
to pieces the formidable aristocracy in that kingdom, which 
-we have already observed had so long dictated its own terms 
to the government of this. In this turbulent and arduous 
employment he acquitted himself not only with distinguished 
political abilities very much as we have seen to the satisfac¬ 
tion of the lord-lieutenant, but with a temper that contributed 
not a little to allay the violence of party, and break the 
obstinacy of opposition. Lord Townslicnd was firmly per¬ 
suaded of his zeal and fidelity, and often lamented that there 
was no reward within his reach, that he could consider to be 
adequate to his distinguished merit. With regard to himself 
and his friends he acted with his usual disinterestedness, 
having waved the acceptance of a place of 2000/. a year, to * 
accommodate the government, and secured no advantages of 
any kind, except a small provision for a faithful servant in 
the revenue, and a commission in the army for a near relation, 
whom he felt himself bound to serve. 

* 

In the early part of the go* eminent of Tx>rd Townslicnd, 
Sir George had occasion to light many hard battles for his 
principal m the liish House of Commons; and he was among 
the few members in that house who, by his manly and spirited 
retorts, could temper the impetuous eloquence of Mr. Flood, 
or silence the wild and demociatic effusions of Dr. Lucas, a 
notorious republican dcclaimer of the day, whose patriotism, 
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Emitter, his party, it seems, found it necessary to keep 
alive by the help of a subscription *. Sir George had re¬ 
cently checked the latter for some flippant remark he had 
thought fit to apply to him as the ministerial instrument in 
the Irish House of Commons; and Mr Flood taking occa¬ 
sion shortly afterwards to repeat the observation, at the same 
time made some allusion to the badge of the Order of the 
White Eagle, under the name of the Noithern Star, and the 
bltitish ribband, which drew from the secretary this spirited 
reply. “ I gave notice some days ago to the most learned and 
“ ancient professor of patriotism in this political university 
“ that I would not permit him nor any other to address me as 
“ a minister. I find notwithstanding that although he has not 
“ thought fit to repeat it himself, }et he has prompted others; 

** but I am not deceived, I sec the quiver from which the 
“ shaft is drawn ; I recognize the poison which envenoms its 
“ point. For my ow n part I wish to avoid all personal alter- 
cation. I have always endeavored to observe a language 
44 void of offence, and a conduct of openness and candor in 
“ every transaction of my life, both as a public and a private 
44 man. Whether I have demented of my country or not, 

44 my country must judge; but wlflerever I have been I have 
44 at least endeavored to deserve well of it. Its honor never 
44 suffcied in my hands, and the Irish name has not, I trust, 

44 been sullied in mine. Unassisted by blood or alliance I 

* Not many years before, this virtuous* character had beep driven out of the 
city of Dublin by hts fellow citizens, and took refuge in London. So great was 
the annoyance he gave to the House of Commons, that a writer, in the “ Bat* 
chelor,” compares him with a fly which is most troublesome at the latter end 4 
the season when it grows weak and blind. 
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** made myself considered in a neighbouring kingdom"; I 
** obtained the notice of my sovereign, and, by his favor, 
** iny youth has been employed in business of the highest con- 
“ cern, in negociations of the most impoi taut nature. Sue- 
“ cess was attendant on my labors, and the distinguished ap- 
“ probation of the British parliament has sanctified those 
“ labors. Thus Sir, was I employed at a \ery early age 
“ whilst some of my opponents were engaged m the weighing 
“ of syllables, the measurement of words, the composition of 
46 new epithets, and the construction of new plnases. If in 
“ my embassies I have locehcd testimonies never before 
“ granted but to my supcnors ; if my poison is adorned with 
“ extraordinary proofs of distinction, let me tell these gentle- 
“ men that they are badges of honor, not of shame and dis- 
“ grace. IiCt me tell them that, if from my public situation, 
“ my name should ever pass to posterity, it will be trans- 
“ milted as a testimony of my semcc and integrity, not as a 
“ recoid of infamy and crimes.” 

lie contended, in fact, that no secretary ought to be con¬ 
sidered as a minister, on account of the public situation he 
held in that capacity. “♦line,” says he, “is an office of 
“ pm ate trust not public responsibility ; to conciliate not to 
“ conduct; to explain not to dictate ; to concur not to contiol. 
u Are there,” he asks, “ any marks of my being a minister? 
“ Are there any tokens of mj possessing either the power or 
«* of adopting the practice of a minister ? Is there a single 

instance of any of my friends, relations, or dependents be* 

• 

« ing advanced or promoted by me ? Ha\e 3 received either 
“ plane, pension* or reversion?—None. My situation then 
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this. 1 have tlie honor Of-being chief secretary itc* 
\ <# jme ©d-liCutenant, which] to me is an employment merely, 
“Official, and by no means ministerial; and if any stronger 
“ proof be wanting of my not being a minister, it is this— 
“ there is not a man in this house, or out of this house, to 
“ whom I am under any promise whatsoever.” 


- jk ■.. 

I || ** -V I 


And upon the whole, while fulfilling the duties of this ardu¬ 
ous situation, Sit George Macartney was greatly .esteemed by 
the Irish in general, both in kis public and private character; 
he attended indeed to, all their concerns and representations 
with willingness, candor, and punctuality; and though he was 
frequently obliged to disappoint their expectations, yet he ge¬ 
nerally contrived to dismiss them in good humor. On his part, 
he took every occasion to]express and to demonstrate the sin¬ 
cere regard lie felt for the Country which gave him birth, and in 
which he received his education ; and towards the qlose of his 
labors, as chief secretary of ; that kingdom, he observes, in 
one of his speeches, “ If T have merited the approbation of 
my countrymen 1 shall rejoice not only as a servant of 
government, not as a secretary to a lord-lieutenant, "but as 
an Irishman, as a man who thinks it an honor to have been 

1 ! 1 < ' • l’ , ' • ' 

born among you, vho esteems it a, peculiar happiness to 
possess his property in this kingdom, anti who has a heart 
that feels warmly for the interests and liberties of his 
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“ shall rest from may begonic of lord- 

4 t^«tenatits and ^secretaries^may she be happy ! But to be 
\ j* 4 ^ppy she vow of moderation, and. 
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u take wisdom for her guide; and the paths of wisdom 
“ the paths of peace" 



It had always been usual to make liberal provision foi a 
chief secretary of Ireland on or before his resigning the office, 
sometimes even when he net er entered on his office; but it 
so happened that no appointment fell within the gift of Loul 
Townshend that was worthy the acceptance of his secretary, 
except that* of muster-master general which, as before ob¬ 
served, Sir George generously g*i\ e up to accommodate the 
lord-lieutenant, llis services howetcr v ere not unnoticed 
nor unacknowledged at home ”, IIi> Majesty, in June 17712 , 
Mas graciously pleased to nominate him a Knight Companion 
'of the most Honoiable Military Ordirof the Bath, and ho 
Mas installed at }\ estmmster by proxy, on the loth of the 
same month; and «ome time attenvards, in the yeai 1774, as 
a further lewdid for his sen ices in Ireland, he was appointed 
governor and constable of the castle and fortress of Toome, 
Mith a nominal salary of 1JKX)/. a yeai, but which, beside 
being ill paid, produced only in London 1,0 "0 /. 5*. a year. 
Y*et an ungracious attempt Mas made in the Irish IIqusc of 
Commons to lender the appointment objectionable, as not 
being \csted in the ciomii, but the property of a pm ate m- 
dnidual. The attempt how ever ansueied no othei purpose 
than that of pio\itu> to Sir George Macartney the gieat 
number oi linn fnends which he had among the most exalted 

• Extract of a letter from Lord North to Lord Townshend, dated April 1772. 

“ The conduct of Sir George Macartney is very mentouous 5 I am sure it must 
« appear so to the Vmg. He will never m ant an advocate there, whilst your hum* 
“ Me servant is tble to bear to his merit the testimony which is due to it,” 
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* ^Mracters fqr worth and integrity in that kingdom, all ready 
to'Stand forth in his behalf. The motion which had been 
made by Mr. Barry, for an inquiry into the state of the 
garrison of the castle of Toome was therefore withdrawn, 
or, more properly speaking, wholly abandoned* ** . ,It was 
but indeed, at best, a scanty reward, when compared with 
what other secretaries had received before him, after a four 
years service in an office whose duties were uninterrupted, 

a ' 

and, from the new onder of things introduced into Ireland, 
unusually severe. 


HOWEVER desirous vSir George Macartney might have 
been, after quitting Ireland, to obtain a little relaxation and 
retirement from the bustle of public iife, it is not probable 
that a person of his talent for bushiess and active turn of 
mind would long remain satisfied without participating in 
public concerns. In the course of the year 1773, he appears 
to have been employed in drawing up his treatise on the 
subject of Ireland, of which we shall have occasion to speak 

* Extract of a letter from Sir Robert Waller to Sir George Macartney,, dated 
nth November 1775. 

“ There is not a respectable character in the House of Commons who could 

** at this moment be prevailed upon to take up the paltry, ungenerous, and im- 
“ politic question of Toome Castle} "it is now this day disclaimed and abandoned 
“ by all. For you there is die greatest cause of exultation in the proof you have 
*• thus received of the high estimation In which you are held by die respectable and 
*< influencing characters in this country. In every situation, and in every climate* 
“ I hope you will meet with fequal instances of justice and gratitude." 

V " > ' , n - '■ 
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morith, of October 1774, be' 
bf the British parliament for the boroughs 
iS^tUy, Cambletown, and Inverary; and m Decern- 

&r 1775, was appointed captain-general anc governor in 

chie/ofthe southern Caribbec islands of Grenada the.Ore- 
ttL, and Tobago. On the lOth c June 1776 ,, his majesty 
(by privy seal at St. James’s, and by patent at Dublin, |he 
Kith July following) was pleased, to advance hum to i 
peerage of Ireland, by the tide of Lori Macartney . Baron o 
T* , ntirp in the county of Antrim. On las arrival at 

Grenada, [lie principal seat of his government, he found that 
”,and distracted by ‘party feuds, which, in a great degree, bad 
destroyed its credit, diminished its resources, and impeded 
its general welfare; there was the .Scotch party and tie 
Trefch party. The former was inveterate agamst the latter, 
because they were Papists, and these 1 mm no ^hatred to 
the others, because they were cons.dercd as intmdcis. Ui 
the two the odium theologicum of the Scotch was the most 
Sent and the most difficult to conciliate. Their sea11 ad 
driven them so far as to threaten the demolition of all the 
Prench lurches on the island; and so violent was the spirit 
Of enthusiasm, which operated in the cause of.the “°’ 
ScoUand, and so rancorous the hatred agamst the Catholic ic 
liaion, that tiiis pipus intention would, in all probability, lim e, 
ten carried into execution long before the arrival ot his 
lordship, had not Mr., afterwards. Sir George Staunton, 
an advocate and member of the council, whose benevdkm •. 
mind was always ready to afford an active assistance to th 
oppressed, Stepped forward to interpose his good o&ms te- 
tween >?: Wtoidiog parties, and to prevent at least 
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l$hg to this last shameful ‘extremity. When Lord 
^^'Ifee&ffhey had obtained an accurate statement of these party 
feuds,which, from the time of the annexation of those islands 
to the crown of Great Britain, had been equally productive 
of’injury to the colonists, and of inconvenience and per¬ 
plexity to his majesty’s ministers at home, he lost not a 
moment in setting about the means of composing and ad¬ 
justing those perriicious dissensions. Ills first object was to 
restore harmony in the colonial legislature, where, in fact, 
the root of the evil was grounded, and to make provision 
for their public debt. His measures gave general satisfaction, 
the colony flourished, and the prosperity of individuals kept 
pace with, the public welfare. 


The government <5f those colonies united to that situation 
the office of chancellor Land in this latter capacity Lord 
Macartney had a new field for the display of his judgment, 
,his ability, and his impartiality. The rectitude of his con¬ 
duct in the execution of the duties of this important office, 
the attention he bestowed on all matters that were brought 
before him, and his just and impartial decisions were ap¬ 
plauded with warmth and gratitude by all parties. By ad¬ 
dress and management, but perhaps more by the confidence 
his conduct had inspired, he contrived, for the first time, to 
establish a respectable militia in the island of Grenada, com^ 
posed of those very parties who, previous to his arrival, had 
been endeavoring to tear each other in pieces. The'invidious 
^distinction of English, Scotch, and French was no longer 
kept up, but was happily buried in ,the general desire for 
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the protection and preservation of the island under »vr 
and happy a government; and part of this militia, thouga 
composed of such heterogeneous materials, contributed not a 
Jiltle to the gallant resolution with which the garrison shortly 
atevvaids stood upon its defence, when attacked by a very 
supci 101 force under the command of count d’Estaing in 
.July 1779. 

Of this intended attack Lord Macaitney had received very 

accurate information not only fiom Mai Unique but also by a 

variety of small vessels which he employed as av isos to gain 

intelligence and to watch tl>e enemy's motions. Ho knew 

the great value winch the French attached to the Grenadines, 

and the easy conquest by which they calculated that the islands 

must fall to the great superiority of their land and sea forces. 

For ncaily twelve months before *he event happened he had 

done every thing that depended upon himself to put the 

island of Grenada into the best possible state of defence. 

lie was on all occasions, and on every alarm, the most active 

man on the island, and for many nights together at different 

times he refused to Jie down on his bed, and very frequently 

* * 

used to get up at all hours of the night and visit in person 
the works and the different posts. He caused batteries to be 
erected at the sevcial landing places and on the heights, 
and by his example of zeal and attention for the preserva¬ 
tion of the colonists and their property he contrived to ani¬ 
mate all ranks of men with a spirit of emulation and with a 
determined resolution to defend themselves nobly whenever 
an occasion should call for their exertion. 
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fc.bcrtmer of the weak state of the garrison with the ad- 
ofallthe militia and volunteers that could be collected, 
:y be had frequently endeavored to impress on the minds of the 
admiral^ Young, Barrington, and Byron the value and im¬ 
portance of those islands to Great Britain, and the necessity 
of their being reinforced, as both the ships and troops sta¬ 
tioned for their, protection were wholly inadequate to that 
object. In one of his letters to vice-admiral Young he ob- 
*. serves 4< I beg leave to repeat my request that yoif will order 
“ some of your cruizers to pay a little more attention to these 
“ islands than they have hitherto done. Grenada is in point 
“ of consequence the second of our West India islands, being 


“ in produce next to Jamaica. The value of the exported 

“ produce of Grenada and the Grenadines alone is 700,000/. 

“ a. year, and the value of the exported produce of Tobago 

“ is equal to 200,000/. a year, and everyday increasing, so 

“ that the whole is little short of a million sterling. Being, 

j“ ; in a great measure, new islands their importance is as yet 

“ not so well known ; and on that account only do 1 ima- 

*■ 

“ gine that they have be'en so much neglected by the fleet.” 


Having at length received intelligence, on which he could 
rclv, thaf the Trench fleet was preparing to sail for Grenada, 
he sent off an express to General Grant, then commanding 
in chief, at the neighboring island of St- Lucie; and another 
to Admiral Byron who commanded the fleet- By the former 
he was told that he could not possibly think of dividing his 
forces nor spare him a single man : and the admiral thought 
fit to depend rather on the strength of his own intelligence 
. and his own conjecture, with regard to the intentions of the 
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enemy, mul returned for answer, that lie was proceeding , 
the island of St. Vincent's; but that if Grenada should actually J 
be attached, and Loul Macartney would let him know it, lie 
would, in that case, come down to his assistance without loss 
of time. The admiral by this message meant no disrespect 
to Loid Macartney, nor want of inclination to meet the ene¬ 
my ; but his obstinacy aud want of judgment were not the less 
prejudicial to the public sen ice. When therefore his lord- 
ship perceived that he had to rely wholly pn his own little 
garrison and those auxiliaries which he himself had trained 
to arms, he lost no time in making such a disposition of his 
iorcc, as he conceived to be most effectual for the defence of 
the island. 

y. « 

On mustering his forces the whole stiengtli of the gairison 
of St. George, the capital of the island, when they expected ' 
the attack to be made, was as follows: 

One hundred and one regulars, of the 48th regiment. 

Tw enty-four artillery. 

Sixty-six volunteers. 

Three hundred and seventy militia. 

Of the regulars eighty-four onjy were fit for duty ; and the 
militia, which his lordship had raised, were only of Your 
months standing, and certainly hut little to be depended on, 
ms. nwt of them were utter strangers to discipline and obe¬ 
dience, and one third of them a* least Frenchmen, equally 
* averse from English manners, religion, and government, and 
but very recently exempted from a shameful persecution 
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■^ifMch. as we have seen, had religion for its nilea. Those 
-however who remained faithful performed their duty like 
veteran soldiers. 


Early on the 2d July 179.0? Count d’Estaing appeared he-, 
fore the island with twenty-five sail of ships of the line and 
twelve frigates, having on board near seven thousand land 
troops; and in the evening of the same day the enemy ef¬ 
fected a landing of thirteen hundred men, under the orders 
of Count Dillon. 


As the fort was utterly incapable of holding out resistance 
for any length of time, Lord Macartney,'at the head of his 
small force, thought it most prudent to retire to the Hospi¬ 
tal-hill, as being the strongest ground, commanding at once 
the town, the fort, and the harbor. On this spot he deter¬ 
mined to make his stand, and to maintain his post to flic 
last extremity. About two in the morning a party of the 
enemy attempted to penetrate his left along the river, but 
they were soon repulsed, thrown into disorder, and lost se¬ 
veral men. An hour after this Mods. d’Eslaing sent a flag by 
one of his aides-de-camp, with a peremptory summons to 


surrender, accompanied by menaces of mischief in case of 
further resistance; but without any terms of capitulation in 
the event of compliance. The message was contained in the 
following words, “ Humanity requires it, and the personal 
“ consideration which the Count d’Estaing has for Lord Ma- 
cartndy induces him, in the most solemn and pressing man- 
“ ner, to summon his lordship to surrender. Lord Macartney 
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“ should know the superiority of force with which life is 
“ tacked, and against which he presumes to resist. If 
“ therefore he does not surrender lie must be personally 
“ responsible for all the ill consequences which his obsti- 
“ nacy may occasion. He is also informed that such 
“ of the inhabitants and merchants as arc taken in amis 
“ thall irrecoverably lose their estates and properties, and 
the free colored people be reduced to slavery. 

(Signed) « D’ESTAING/’ 


To this gasconade Lord Macartney returned a short but 
emphatic reply. “ Lord Macartney is ignorant of the 
“ Count d’Estaing’s force ; he knows his own and will defend 
“ the island to'the utmost of his power/’ 

(Signed) “ MACARTNEY." 


Lord Macartney had* in fact, determined in his own mind 

never to surrender himself a prisoner to the Trench, even if 

reduced to the last extremity; it was not likely therefore 

that, independent of his personal feelings, he would adopt a 

conduct so dishonorable as to give up a valuable colony un- 
« 

conditionally, when there w r as at least a possibility that relief 
might speedily arrive; and.to the honor of the inhabitants 
who served under him, neither did their interest nor their 
sense of danger induce a single man to propose such advice. 


Before the evening of the 3d, the,enemy had landed in 
sufficient force to extend themselves so widely in the rear 
as tq cut off from the British all communication with the 


o 
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Cftttcripr of the island, and all their motions indicated a speedy 
assault, for 'which Lord Macartney prepared himself a., well 
as his little force would admit, by a judicious distribution oi 
it. Between two and three o’clock in the morning of the dtli, 
the enemy began their operations by a seventy-four gun ship 
cannonading the town and fort; at the same time a body <>j' 
five hundred men attacked the north-west end of the ilos- 
pital-hili, whilst three other columns of five hundred men 
each, with an advance guard of two hundred men, pushed 
forward to the lines near the cast battery. Their onset was 
sustained with great steadiness and resolution for more than 
an hour and a half, notwithstanding the smallness of the 
English force which, in the course of the night, had suffered 
a considerable diminution by the desertion of almost all the 
colored people, and the greater part of the new subjects ; 
insomuch that at the time of the; attack Lord Macartnev 
could not muster ifi the whole, of every description, three 
hundred men to oppose to very nearly as many thousands 
brought against him. After a brave and obstinate defence, 
and the loss of two lieutenants, two non-commissioned 
officers, and several privates, who were killed in the trenches, 
and a considerable number of wounded, the hill was taken 
by storm, not however before the Joss on the part of the 
enemy,, in killed and wounded, was equal, if not superior, 
to the whole force which had so gallantly defended it *. But 
although thus overborne by numbers, and compelled to quit 

* The loss of the enemy in this affair was one major, one captain, one lieute¬ 
nant, one hundred and eleven privates killed; one captain, three lieutenants, one 
aid-de-cainp, one hundred and ninety-five privates wounded.—-Total three hwi.licd 
and fourteen. 
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their ground, tlie British, still resolving not to surrender,' toC. 
treated into the fort. The enemy however poured in with 
such impetuosity and in such multitudes, having now landed 
the. whole, of their troops, that there was not even time for 
spiking up the cannon. Having now also got possession of 
all the heights, with the mortars and heavy artillery, and 
thus enabled to bury the few English under the ruins of the 
fort in a few hours, they lost no time in opening their can¬ 
nonade upon it. A council of war was called by Lord 
Macartney; all the officers declared that the place was ab¬ 
solutely untenable, and that nothing could justify a further 
waste of lives, as it must fall at all events in less than an 
hour; lie felt it therefore his duty to endeavour to obtain' 
from the enemy such a capitulation as might be honorable to 
his majesty’s troops, and advantageous to the inhabitants of 
the island. To such a capitulation he was warranted by all 
the rules of war, after so gallant a defence, to consider him¬ 
self entitled. But the man he had to treat with possessed 
none of those generous feelings which usually distinguish the 
military character, nor indeed did he seem to be over¬ 
burdened with those which are generally met with in common 
life. He peremptorily refused to enter into any treaty, 
rejected every proposal, but sent back a string of proposi¬ 
tions that had evidently been ready manufactured before his 
appearance off the island, so unprecedented and humiliating, 
so ensnaring and uncertain in their nature, extent, and aim, 
that it required no deliberation in the mind of shell a man as 
Lord Macartney to declare, that he never would degrade 
himself so far as to put his hand to such base conditions; 
and all the principal proprietors on the island there assembled, 
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’Jjahd to whom they were communicated, unanimously pre¬ 
ferred to surrender at discretion rather than to subscribe to 
terms which might at any time supply pretexts for taking 
away the lives and fortunes of the capitulants. If Lord 
Macartney was worthy of the highest praise and admiration 
for the gallant manner in which, at the head of his little 
force, he sustained the assault of an army, his conduct, if 
less brilliant, was not the less meritorious nor less advanta¬ 
geous to the public, in rejecting the offers of an artful and 
insidious capitulation presented under the cover of a species 
of neutrality which, had it been accepted, would have en¬ 
abled D’Estaing to proceed with undhninished strength to 
attack his majesty’s other possessions in the western hemi¬ 
sphere. Determined therefore never to consent to the terms 
offered, yet unable to oucain better, without the means of 
resistance or the possibility of relief, he was compelled to the 
hard necessity of delivering up the island to the enemy un¬ 
conditionally *; and when he found that his being made a 
prisoner of war was inevitable, he tore the star of the Order 
of the Bath from his breast, observing, that although his 
person could not escape falling into the hands of the enemy, 
he would take care that the ensigns of his sovereign's favor 
should not grace the trophies of a Frenchman’s victory. He 
knew the enemy he had to deal with, and the use he was 
likely to make of his inglorious cbnquest. 

Nothing indeed could exceed in baseness the whole con¬ 
duct of Count d’Est&ing in this affair. With a force ten 

* For a more detailed account of this gallant resistance made by a handful of 
men against a very superior force, see Lord Macartney’s letter to Lord George 
Germaine, dated 5th July 1779, Appendix, No. 5. . 
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times superior to that he had to contend with, he Aval 
iluced, oil her through a paltry resentment, or because lie 
thought it necessary, to animate his troops to the attack by 
promising them the pillage of the British quarters; a promise 
which he suffered them to carry into execution to the utmost 
extent of their licentious desires. A whole service of plate 
belonging to Lord Macartney, all Ins furniture, clothes, and 
other elfects, even his papers, both public and private, were 
taken from him, without his ever being able to recover a 
sin Me article. So void of decency was the French commander 
in chief, and so totally lost to all sense of honor or shame, 
that he allowed the plate, with Lord Macartney’s arms upon 
h, his otlier effects, and even his wearing apparel, to be 
publicly sold in the market-place of Grenada for the benefit 
of the French soldiery. And after having thus shamefully 
encouraged this act of systematic plunder, lie refused to give 
permission to Lord Macartney to proceed on his parole to 
any of the British settlements in the West Indies; but sent 
him a close prisoner to France. 

But the ill conduct of the French commander in chief 
towards Lord Macartnev, and the misfortunes Ire suffered in 
consequence of* it, had no effect in disturbing the serenity of 
his mind, or casting the least doud upon his temper. Con¬ 
scious of having done his duty to the utmost extent of his 
means, he met his own and the public loss with dignified 
composure and tranquillity ; and when d’Kstaing, the day 
after the storm of the hill, sent him an invitation to dinner,, 
instead of betraying any-resentment or ill humor at his itn- 
Avorthv treatment, he returned for answer that he willingly 
accepted hip invitation, but hoped he would overlook the 
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.futile of bis dress, as the French soldiers had made a little free 
with his wardrobe. They had not in fact left him. a second 
coat. 


The injury which Lord Macartney thus suffered in his 
private fortune by the capture of Grenada, and for which he 
never received any 'compensation or allowance whatsoever, 
was still further increased by the irreparable, loss of all his 
papers. From his first setting out in life he had made it, a 
rule to commit to paper whatever observations occurred in 
the course of his reading, which he deemed worthy of recol¬ 
lection, and all such new matter of information as he consi¬ 
dered to proceed from good authority. A person who was 
thus in the constant habit of noting down whatever appeared 
to be interesting from ns novelty, or its value, could not 
fail to have collected a mass of materials in travelling through 
the different states of Kurope, which, in point of fact, was 
the case with regard to Lord Macartney. All these materials, 
with many other papers and accounts, fell into the hands of 
the French, and coy Id never be recovered. And as misfor¬ 
tunes arc observed seldom to come single, it happened in 
this instance that the duplicates of many of these papers, 
which he had taken , the precaution to make, were also irre- 
* eoverably lost. For having seen the probability of an attack 
many months before that; event actually took place, he had 
procured a passage to England, in the Supply storeship, for 
Lady Macartney, and had sent those duplicates and other 
papers in her ladyship’s charge. The ship stopped at St. 
Kitt's to collect the convoy there, and, in the mean time. 
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tlie passengers went on shore. Lady Macartney debated 
some time in her own mind, whether it might be more safe 
to leave the box of papers, which was to her a subject of 
anxious solicitude, on board the ship, or carry them with her 
onshore, and she at length-concluded to leave them on board 
as less liable to accident. On the third morning after their 
arrival, just, as they were going to reimbark, they were 
alarmed at the appearance of fire in the fleet. Lady Macart¬ 
ney however got; into the boat, and was proceeding towards 
her ship when they were hailed by the captain of a vessel in 
the fleet, and informed that it was tlie Supply stores hip which 
was in flames. It was in vain to proceed ; every thing 
within the ship was speedily consumed ; and Lady Macartucv 
lost not only the papers, but all her clothes and every article 
of value which was on board, having saved nothing but a few 
changes oflinen which she had taken with her on shore. Had 
not Lord Macartney caused a few copies to be printed of his 
Account of Russia and of Ireland^ they too, in all probability, 
would have followed the fate of the rest of his papers 


By the destruction of this ship, and by tlie capture of Gre¬ 
nada, Lord Macartney'suffered in his private fortune a very 
considerable loss, which at this time was the more inconvenient 


as, previous to his leaving England, he had sold his pension or 
annual salary annexed to the constableship of the castle of 
Toome, to pay the debt he had been under the necessity of 
contracting for the public service while in Russia, no part of 
which on account of the expense attending a constant residence 
in Ireland, during three sessions of parliament, had he yet been 
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Wide to liquidate. lie may therefore justly be said to have re¬ 
turned from every public appointment lie had hitherto held, in 
worse circumstances than when he entered upon it 

In the midst of the calamities of Grenada, both public 
and private, Lord Macartney however had the satisfaction 
of experiencing a testimony of gratitude which could not be 
insincere. It was from the inhabitants of Grenada, given to 
him at a time when he was no longer their governor, but a 
prisoner in the hand's of him who was now their governor. 
Notwithstanding this change of circumstance, such of the 
principal inhabitants as were then in the town of St. George 
waited upon his lordship in a body, and presented him with 
the following address: 

« July 5, 1779. 

“The testimonies which all orders of men, within your 
“ excellency's late government,, have given of their sense of 
“ the wisdom and justice of your conduct, while you presided 
“ over them, as well as of your constant, zealous, and well- 
“ directed attention to their security and welfare, arc too well 
“ founded to require a proof of their sincerity by a repetition 
“ of them, after your administration lias ceased by the fate of 
“ war. AV e shall therefore, in this pressing moment of your 
“ excellency's departure, confine ourselves to express that 
“ gratitude which we justly feel towards your excellency, to 
“ join our voices to the acknowledgment of the conquerors of 

this island, of the well-pjahncd and spirited defence which 

“ you have made with such inferior force; and to add, what 

“we had an opportunity of observing, that the example, 

, * * 

“ which 3 t ou gave of intrepidity and coolness, during the 

vpl. 1 . , k 



66 


PUBLIC LIFE OF THE 


“ several attacks, must have influenced all persons undfcr * 
“ your command to the full exertion of their duty to their 
“sovereign and country; and that your excellency hath, to 
“ the last moment of your command and negociations with 
“ the conquerors, allied your duty to your sovereign to a true 
“ regard to the people who had been committed to your 
<e care. 

“ We wish your excellency a safe passage to Europe, and 
“ all happiness in future.” 

(Signed) 

By the principal Inhabitants of St. George Grenada. 

The high sense entertained by his countrymen at home of 
the gallant defence of the island against so superior a force, 
could not have been less gratifying to the feelings of Lord 
Macartney than the tribute of those who had an opportunity 
of witnessing his conduct upon the spot. By an act of the 
British legislature the extraordinary indulgence was granted to 
the island of Grenada, of allowing an importation of its sugars 
and other produce into Great Britain, notwithstanding its 
being in the possession of a foreign and hostile power; and 
the ground of this act, as declared in both houses of parlia¬ 
ment, was the gallant resistance made by Lord Macartney at 
the head of his little force, most of which was composed of 
the inhabitants of the island. 

* 11 

His Lordship remained but a snort time as a prisoner of 
ivar at Limoges before he obtained, through Mons. Sartines, 

the permission of the king of France to return to England, 

■« 4 
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■where he was immediately exchanged. Just at this time the 
affairs of Ireland, under the administration of Lord Bucking¬ 
hamshire, were likely to give much trouble and embarrass¬ 
ment to his majesty’s ministers. Lord North therefore pre¬ 
vailed on Lord Macartney to undertake a secret and confi¬ 
dential mission to that kingdom, which he accomplished 
equally to the satisfaction of his majesty’s ministers and the 
lord-lieutenant; the advice and assistance he had it in his 
power to afford to the latter, on several very delicate and 
important questions then in agitation, were of infinite service, 
and were received and acknowledged by Lord Buckingham 
with expressions of gratitude. On his return from Ireland he; 
offered himself a candidate for the borough of Becralstone in 
Devonshire, and was chosen to represent that place in the 
British parliament in September 1780. 


ABOUT this time tlie court of directors of the East India 
Company had under their consideration the appointment 
of a suitable person to fill the vacant chair of the presidency 
of Madras. The enormous abuses in the administration of 
that government which, for a great number of years, had 
been committed* under a repeated succession, with few ex¬ 
ceptions, of weak or wicked governors, who had risen in the 
routine of service to that station, loudly demanded a change 
of men as well as of measures. The disgraceful scenes which 
were exhibited in opposition to the administration of Lord 
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Pigot, who terminated his life in confinement, a victim of party 
violence, the corrupt practices that were known to prevail in 
almost every department under that of Sir Thomas Rumbold,. 
and the same system of corruption accompanied with an ex¬ 
traordinary imbecility and inactivity, which distinguished the 
short career of Mr. Whitehill, had involved the government 
of Fort St. George in such confusion and disgrace, that to 
restore to reputation and to order the distracted affairs of the 
Carnatic, required the choice of a man of no ordinary ca¬ 
pacity, experience, and integrity. The difficulties against 
which a new governor would most assuredly have to struggle* 

did not however deter a multitude of candidates from aspir- 

* ► 

ing to the vacant chair with pretensions no less various than 
their numbers. Generals, directors, civilians, commissaries, 
and engineers, all of them at one time or other in the employ 
of the East India Company, and most of them degraded by 
dismission or suspension from that service, burned with the 
bright ambition of succeeding Sir Thomas Rumbold.. There 
happened very fortunately at this time to be several members 
in the direction, who felt it no less their inclination than it 
was their .duty,: to search for qualities in their new governor 
different from those which any of the candidates that had yet 
offered themselves, appeared to possess; who conceived that 
it would be for the honor of the nation, as well as the pro¬ 
sperity of' the company, to send out a person of rank and 
reputation to fill the vacant chair; and that his never having 
been in the service of the Company,, instead of being an ob¬ 
jection, ought to be considered in the present state of their 
affairs* as One of the first recommendations, as he would thus, 
be disebgaged^ from all party squabbles; that, on this ac- 


2 
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;p>unt, it would now be policy, as it always had been atnong 
the ancients, to send out new men to their distant settle¬ 
ments ; and that it was not the knowledge in detail of local 
customs which was so much required on the present occasion 
as a man of general experience, liberal education,, compre¬ 
hensive mind, free from prejudice, and accustomed to 
business. 

Sentiments of such a cast, when known to proceed from 

high authority, could not fail to create an alarm in the minds 

of those who were more liable to be actuated by motives of 

private interest than public benefit. This alarm discovered 

itself openly on the 9th November, 1780, when, at a meet-* 

* > 

ing of the proprietary, Mr. Lushington made a motion, 
“ That it be recommended .to the court’ of directors to ap- 
“ point forthwith a governor of Madras, and that it be 
“ earnestly recommended to them to appoint one of their 
“ own servants to fill that vacancy.” The court however ad¬ 
journed without proceeding to a ballot, but not before it ap¬ 
peared to be the sense of a very respectable body of proprie¬ 
tors, that no particular set of men, but the very fittest man 
wherever found, ought to be the object of their choice;*that 
“ integrity unshaken by the example of plunder, and corrup- 
“ tion, a character to lose and consequently one to save by 
“ shunning the faults of former governors, were to be consi- 
“ dered as the fittest, qualifications in their new governor 01 
“Madras.” 

. h ' *' •» 

From this novel complexion of affairs in Leadenhall 
Street, it occurred to some of the friends of Lord Macartney 
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that, from the proofs lie had already given oj ‘idem, address 
and integrity, he was eminently qualified to fill ''w chair of 
that presidency ; and ; > his lordship had laid ? oown as a. 
rule never lo rijiniovmcnt where he w.e 1’kcly t o be ol 

use to die ]>' vdj", in' uib easily prevailed up.m to ofiei him- 
v lf *.s a '‘.mdiiiafe for the vacant situation. His principal 
opponents wen now reduced to M’\ Russel, formerly a store- 
keeper and commissary, and Colonel Call, a surveyor and en¬ 


gineer, men who had both ac(jui”e<! considerable wealth in the 
Company s service. To the tiist it might have been objected 
ihat, as the son-in-law of tlie late Lord Pigot, and, in a great 
measure, the cause, though perhaps innocently, of the dis¬ 
sensions at Madras, it would be utterly improper to place 
him in this situation, where he would have so many per¬ 
sonal enemies to contend with; the objections to the second 
w ere equally strong ; he was one of the principal creditors of 
the nabob of Arcot. It w^as contended, on the part of those 
■who favored Lord Macartney's pretensions, that if (other 
qualities being equal, and experience accounted of any use) 
a man will execute the same office a. second lime better than 
be did the first, and that office better than any other, it 
would fairly follow that if stores should be reserved for a 
commissary, and forts for an engineer, a government could 
not be better conducted than by him who had already proved 
himself a good governor ; that experience of profession was a 
better pjea than experience of locality; they admitted that 
if a man who negot iated a good treaty of commerce in Russia 
was therefore, from his long residence, to fancy to himself 
that he.was capable of taking an accurate survey and ad¬ 
measurement of that extensive empire ; or that fie could tye 
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cxpeil m 'V'j i * ; >ts armies with provisions, liis .ihsurdity 
most r ' h .vknowledgcd , and they contended that 

tlm *:*</•' ccjns.J1 v ridiculous v..aeh mis up tlu experi- 


cm - M,,' ' r »-r a storekeeper *« f‘ 

to t " himwIetL/ ■ i* sumn t 

t"'n*t, iviid die icssf" ji oitllm d :'f oiiiiT * 
: hilv’s ODOOIK’l/ : i 


which lead- 
v. ;d inJurma 
a* Ins ? ,orii 

i A 

« uhgl.U ;V‘d 

*n ell i En 


; dip s oppolKW : i t , A xi 

i:» iis (A' a liberal oh; \bm : metical e\pt . « ;slicri-i< ;vd 

■dersiandieo:, and emm; i- eharneter . m dl ;hmr 

principles tin-TC could • >»! be iin* least ground I’m* e<me <nv“ 
the manifest superiority ot‘ Lord Marartnev in all dies,- 
several respects ; that it was absurd to suppose a man mud 
be ignorant of India, because he had never been ilm.e . ami 
that it was not necessary for a governor of that ; mu e , ;o be 
a chuscr of muslins or a Ever pilot. 

At a court of proprietors, held on the 23d of November, a 
letter from Sir Thomas Kuiuboi ! was read, wherein he de¬ 
clared his intention to resign his government, and notice was 
then given that on the 1 Ith of December, it was intended to 
proceed to tin • utiination of a successor. On this occasion 
General Smith adJtessed thr court, and having expatiated at 
great length on the merits of the old servants of the Company, 
and the necessity of local knowledge to any governor in 
India, he concluded with a motion to this effect, “ That it be 
<k recommended by the proprietors to the Court of Directors 
“ to appoint forthwith a. governor of Madras; and as experi- 
“ ence and local knowledge are necessary in such a station, 
“ that it be recommended to the directors to appoint to that 
“trust some person who is, or has been, in the Company s 
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“ service.” ft may be observed, that the court of proprietors' " 
was not, at this time, exactly composed of the same descrip¬ 
tion of men which constitute its majority on great questions 
at the present day, when every tradesman and ship-chandler 
on the borders of, the Thames, from Wapping to Blackwall, 
must hold in his name as much India stock as will give him 
a vote in Leadcnhall-street before he can hope to sell to those 
concerned in the shipping interest, a pound of nails or a ball 
of pack-thread.. At that time the court of proprietors re¬ 
commended their governors to the court of directors, and 
sonie of the leading men in the kingdom did not disdain to 
take part in their. debates. On the present occasion Mr. 
Edmund Burke rose, to propose an amendment to General 
Smith's motion, previously to which, in his usual strain of 
eloquence, he laid open the rapacious, .disobedient, and 
usurious conduct of the servants of the Company in India; 
lie observed that at Madras those servants hud formed a con¬ 
solidated fund of nearly two millions and a half lent, or said 
to fee lent, to the nabob of Arcot, for which they received an 
exorbitant interest, infinitely greater, than the dividend re¬ 
ceived by the body of the proprietors from their commercial 
concerns; that subsequent to the reception of the orders of 
the Company at Madras .for the restoration of Tanjore to the 
Raja, the same set of servants had the audacity to take a 
;V; mortgage from the nabob of Arcot pf that very kingdom of 
tanjore; that the nabob was only a phantom raised by those 

1 'i ^ 1 * % 

E ts, that he acted by their direction, though on him 
brow the odium of the unjust, rapacious, and inhuman 
which they have been guilty; that they lend him Jno- 
ney ^jpstrr^^ar iuto the dominion of his neighbours, for the 
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Crowed purpose of plundering enough to enable him to pay 

' tile interest of that consolidated fund said to be due to them : 

< f 

that such Wars lead to now debts, and new debts to new 

wars; that they have 9veil threatened to divert a river from 

its natural course, and from the fertilitv which it gives 10 

lands that nourish five millions of innocent natives, unless 
4 • « 

their rapacious demands be satisfied by a people whom they 
had already exhausted; that, in short, the sun would tra¬ 
verse from the meridian of London to that of Madras before 
he could complete the history of the extortions and the in¬ 
justice of the Company’s servants, or of their tyranny to the 
natives* and their contempt of the orders and authority of 
their employers at home ; that if all the servants of the Com¬ 
pany were oF the nature he described, as most of them were, 
lie would not only prefer tuc noble Lord, who was a candidate 
for the government of Madras, and whose abilities and vir¬ 
tues he respected highly, but would prefer any common 
person to such men; but if there* were exceptions, if there 
were obedient and honest servants, Ik*, thought it would be 
light to reward that obedience "and that integrity ; and there- 
fore lie ; would inOve almost in the words of a letter, the dying 
legacy of Lord P.igqt, in addition to General Smith, that 
“ such servant $hontd have proved himself worthy of their 
“ reciompence by his obedience and integrity/’ 


J.v^' 


G 


Joverhor Johnstone perfectTy a^eed .with the pietaf^ wliieh 
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lie contended that, from the verr arduous and difficult? 

t 

office winch that of the governor of Madras i& allowed to be 
on all hands, as fiom him must flow the remedy of those 
•no s a.id latal abuses, the utmost latitude of choice should 
he nllov <d ; that if it had formerly been narrowed, it should 
m a i.< ( nlaicod ; that in excluding all persons from eminent 
. u]>lc \ i Mits in their sen ice, except persons bred iu lndia v , 

I lie piopnetois would exclude themselves from the care of 
then own concerns and that he, for one, should never 
consent to be the suicide of his own natural rights. 

The mync of Lord Macartncv being often mentioned or 
alluded to in the debate, at length called up his lordship. 
He observed, that several person-> of character and worth, 
conversant in the Company's affairs and interested in its wel¬ 
fare, had often expressed to him their concern at the distracted 
situation of Madias, and declared it as their opinion, that 
m older to heal the wounds given to Jhat settlement, and to 
icstorc to it tranquillity and order, it would be necessary to 
appoint to the government of it some person new in the ser¬ 
vice, new to its abuses, but warranted and proved by the 
stricter tiials of other services ; a person who, not having yet 
been in India, was above the suspicion of local passions or 
prepossessions, and totally unconnected with the contending 
factious or interests of any part at Hihdosfan v This opinion, 
he assured the court, was formed long,before they had thought 
of/him, or sounded h& djsppsition fo adeept that employ¬ 
ment; but as they had often ot^erved, that India was a 
favorite subject of his attention, and that beside the general 
information winch a British statesman should possess* con- 
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ffibg. %j|Bqdenci€s ,of the empire, he had endea¬ 

vored 'tip'/'^6j(|i^ure.^ jpaf^ticular 'knowledge of the concerns of 
the India Company, concerns rising .daily* in magnitude and 
importance, they imagined that, having been employed in 
remote situations, he was not likely to be startled by distance 
or difficulty, and that he might be rendered a happy instru¬ 
ment of that good which the real friends of the Company 
were anxious to effect; they were pleased, he said, to judge 
from liis conduct in the various stations he had (illcd in Russia, 
in Ireland, and in the West Indies, that he was not likely to 
acquit himself in Asia with less satisfaction or benefit to his 
employers ; the character and reputation which they sup¬ 
posed him to have gained in public life, they considered as a 
pledge that he would gtot suBjr by any impropriety of future 
conduct; they were good a&Jo recbitimend, nav 

almost to solicit him to offer his seryic^ } 6^';^t{ie. / pi^esent 
occasion ; that h& had , thus. iaduqed : by them to 
think that a fair field,mow opened fpr A , a tnaftbf Sioiibst ambi- 
tion, .though b.red-'^^|hatfH'' ! c 3 ancd the bf - the Crown 

and not of the.Compiariy, to exert his abilities for the honor 
and the advantage bqth of the Company and the Crown. He 
was aware, he said/: of the popular and interested objection 
of his want of local knowledge ; a knowledgejupqn which he 
never knew any man yalue himself, who oq^ld value himself 
upon any 5 p^fer/ s ,;]Hfe did hot perceive in' ftussja thatjifs want 
of local knhWiod^ f then ittard^jhi^hiibo^s, in pmcqphg the 

treaty of ea^mercelwifhdjbiA * *' . 1 

whatever ady^Ptages pf trade«m enjoy, in Ihoi 

country ; ..he did knowledge. 

,<ff his ; ;being,n€w:.':w ; ,the>.','W^v]W)®:i i t l ! s V. e P tc d him from 
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^dop^grirtie different parties. 

Wf distracted the colony, of Grenada, frfe Itt. wnq , 

•his arrival there..' He found tjiat prudence and integrity, 
temper and perseverance seldom failed to surmount t ic 11 - 
ficuhies of public stations, and fese difficulties for which 
they are established ; that local, knowledge, which is neces¬ 
sary to men in eminent offices, is indeed either quickly ac¬ 
quired or easily supplied by inferior persons 'ou the spot; not 
the report of an individual, but compared and collc-tco bom 
many. Any one man’s local knowledge must be so corrected, 
or;it svili.be found both lame and blind. The public man 
Sfefesfe impartial judge, who gathers from the witnesses 
. ! ‘ 0 f the ‘fact; the truth of the evidence. His Lordship pro¬ 
ceeded .lo remind • the'pfenetors that lie offered himself to 
their con»iderati<Jfs,;^itfiout any display of his pretensions, 
or ttie* disqualfeaffon of the other candidates, conceiving it 
•'"■fur-mere honorable to leiive a'perfeCt and unbiassed freedom 
' Wife' minds and judgment of all the proprietary between the 
felfe/of Bs new and humble services, arid the more conf.- 
dentiliitns .of his competitors; fethe was ready to abide 
; by tlie ’afe&fefeof a previous homination by the Court of 

; . Directore,' ■ w his claim at fee to fe judgment of the 

i’ffeopfefe, by at'general ballot; that if he should have the 
.Ir'tmbod'.ffesfe 'tii be.the object of thctrfeufe he should, by 
. :> fe utmfe’la&Wn of his abilities, by the safe disinterested- 
; ;'eWswhic£ Mp fe a»y ' ncrease several em- 

m fee hi* «** ■*«» r 
dfe;jifeffefe.';^^wS^' d ^ se . rv ^ attdUe wi fe 

*v?i -'*$$$ * servic&’irtki |0tiduct* * 




EARt* OP MACARTOPV. 77 

^Js lords]iip was heard with great attention and much sa¬ 
tisfaction ; Ins modest piotensions* and the unaffected man¬ 
ner m hit*li he dehvoied them, seemed to have made a uiy 
general implosion m his favor. Even Mr* Burke, who was 
exerting all his influence for a very different person, coid l 
not forbear acknowledging that Lord Macartney had, on a 
former occasion, composed the distractions of a settlement 
where he was also a new man; a settlement which he con- 
ducted wisely, defended gallantly, and c\en since his ic- 
turn served amicably; that his general and political kuo\ - 
ledge, his experience and ability, and his being wholb fin 
iiom the danger of party connections or corrupt and vicious 
habits in the country; that having a character to stake inoie 
eminent, and a reputation more extensive than all the other 
candidates; that hh> dignity and rank would not only give 
credit to the appointment, but Serve as pledges for his con¬ 
duct, and procure respect for Ins commission ; that his con¬ 
ciliatory disposition was well suited toc'nupfac the'dissensions 
that of late bad disgraced the government of Madras, as it 
had the good effect of doing those of Grenada. 

* 

An amendment was then moved for the purpose of leav¬ 
ing out such part of the original motion a^ excluded neu 
from the service which, after being ab^y &upported by 
Governor Johnstone, Mr. Dallas, Mr! Hqssfey, Mr. Moore, 
and others, and as warmly opposed by Mr. Borke anthem 
lal Smith, was carried on a division by a 79 t 

60 , thus leaving it the breast of the court of directors, t 
name the person most proper,in their opinion for promotin 
the tranquillity of the settlement of Madras, and the pie 
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spority Of their affairs on the coast of Coromandel 
court did iiot long hesitate as to the object of their ebcftfe*!- 

and on the J4th December Lord Macartney was 3 3 ( 31*33 in at 

' ^, 1 »' , 1 , _ s 

governor ariii president of Fort St. George; the nomination 
of the directors ha^ the concurrence of the proprietors, and 
he was sworn in the next day without even the ceremony of 
a ballot. 


";<V' 


T _ ' 

It was supposed that Lord Macartney obtained this ap¬ 
pointment to Jndia through ministerial influence; which does 
not however appear to have been the case./The general 
sense of the court of proprietors of his fitness for the situation, 
and the same opinion prevailing in a majority of the court 
of directors* seem ^o have wholly decided the question in his 
favor.; No court candidate,, it js true, was set up against 
him* and, he might, in some measure, have been counte¬ 
nanced by his majesty's ministers; but if he had their sanc¬ 
tion for offering himself; it dpes not appear that he liad much 
of theif support. Lord North indeed had been heard to say 
it wqij^i be, idle to giye, themselves any trouble about Ma¬ 
cartney, utterly be-shouldp^ succeed 

to an Indian appompiieut Loft North pnrhap^Would not 
have been sorry to keepXbrd Macartney in England, as at that 
time he had it in bis power to be of jgreat service to administra- 
ti^n in the ,n^ug£racnt of Uie-'ad^r^'Up ; re]and.‘ It is true, in 
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;|^titne oif reckoning among his warmest?'' 

sfSX'j^kViki?^ mIm i. 1 . ...v •.! _ • _*• ~„ * 4 * „ 

ill opposition, 
have Jihejhap- 
^fp^v'^s^ls^dsof',, the friendship and ’^^ti'.opi- 
> wcta fixed on continuing' vin- 

,“ ^nnccted'tritli aiiy jii^y. it svill ,%'^fit justice to reject 
any insinuation that I have adopted the system, or am to 
forward the vic^s partieol^ mep. The systeni pf the - 
Company'^ : wel&e^|ajr^e teinef it tnay he the business* : 
" of this epp^i to consider, "it will , jbe the business of the 
OpurV ifyd$i^to^ v tb determine oh instructions calculated 
to produce tkat salutary end^iy province will be tb ppihue, 
and I pledge niylelf to pitralej such rostruetiohs.* In the 
same addr^^e observes, « It may be proper to take notice 
** of what i|;no doubt to myself a disadvantage. 3 Vfv for- 
** tune, it’ is true, is now impaired ; it has been impaired by 
u public services; it has suffered in public calamities. The 
Consolation however of losing in .such a manner approaches 
“ advantage of gaining in any other. Nor do I wish 

“ to alter that disinterested disposition which has preserved*.; 

me do not, I hope, suppose 

“ that ei^^j^us'j ( We^lth',^hlone can warrant mdepen^^nee* 

“ That liappy-'s^rit^npceeds ffom a disposidonypf Uie mind, 


« 




“ pendepce#>|he<je- 

u • ■» v ^.f^5siiv i- r 'r;vv;y&&&4w \ ***?, 

“.sires. all 

“ occasions, as to to' titiS court, 

“ on my return of apo- 

“ logy for any purt.^’jf^p^f^i^l^it^in.your employ, 

' . 4 • ■ ' ‘ . 
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««s I havte ever had in those 

«< have had elsewhere the honor .. 

About the same time that hits, appointment Hook .place, h . ' 
tlorlararion of. war against the Patch,it .^vfeablc that 
not a moment should bo lost , in seizing out intelligence to 
India, and that . Lord .Macartney should carry .t .out wjth 
him. lacing asfeea; by .the chairman,'to liaihQ a tune when 
he thought;. be should be ready to set out, lm; replied that 
the instant he should receive his Instructions he would be 
ready to proceeds and .accordingly he left Lpndoo theory 

day'they were delivered to him, add embarked rathe Swal- 
low packet for India. v 


On the 21st June 1731, after a passage of tour/iaonths, he 
arrived before Pondicherry, where he found V ice Admira 
Sir Edward Hughes at anchor with his squadron, and having, 
delivered to him his dispatches, lie summitted for the ad, 
miral’s consideration the principal objects which the king and 
the company had ... view. Prom Sir Edward he first learned 
intelligence of .the war with Ilyder All, (of vl lM|,. no ®PP ,e * 


The following day^e;landed at. ( Madriis ) ' 'Opencd his eom- 
nission, and tool’pb^sipn'hf his gweipjnent, lie found 
he situation of affairs’«$■ t$e;dotjist in a aim*deplorable state 

ban he could well haw imagined, but his arrival was hailed 

,k V" • .*• ' <• , ' 
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rith joy by all descriptions of men. In the state of despond¬ 
ency to which men's minds had been for soipe time inclining, 
a change of government became, at least, a momentary re¬ 
lief. From the instant of the invasion reciprocal blame and 
general confusion in the settlement had followed the disap¬ 
pointments in the field ; and the progress of the enemy was 
not a little facilitated by the want of union and exertion in 
the councils of Madras. The successes of Hyder; 41 i hud 
enabled him to spread his numerous, horse over all the Car¬ 
natic. Parties approached daily to the- very gates of Madras. 
The neighboring country was abandoned both by Europeans 
and natives. The nabob of Arcot and his family were obliged 
intake refuge in the town. The failure of every supply of 
provisions, except by sea, was accompanied with an in¬ 
creased demand to feed the fpultitudes that flocked within the 
walls; and even that supply was rendered precarious by in** 
terruptions from the enemy's privateers. • 


Hyder Ali, having, penetrated into the midst of the Car¬ 
natic before any body of troops had been assembled to oppose 
him, not only possessed himself of several strong holds, be¬ 
sieged and took several garrisons, but desolated tbeMiole 
country in such a manner as to prevent any army from Mow¬ 
ing his movements, unless it could be accompanied jj^sufli- 

lifts occa- 

..... ,.;^r 

Thousands of unresisting and, ifinocent natives w^|^iirdered 
in cold blood. All theindrgbarion he felt ^in^lpe’kiiglisij, 
all the hatred with Which M was inspired hgaipt the nabob 
of Arcot was vented upon the inoffensive peasantry of the 


cient subsistence for the whole route. Iiyder was ^ 


sion as vindictive and merciless as he was active aahdtibwerful. 
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Carnatic; every town and village were laid waste with fire an* 
sword. An army of one hundred thousand cavalry was scat¬ 
tered over the province for the purpose of sweeping before them 
men, women, and children, seizing their cattle, burning their 
habitations, and of spreading devastation^ far and wide, even to 
the bound hedge of Madras. All traces of population and agri¬ 
culture speedily disappeared.* The tanks, or those reservoirs of 
water by which the fertility of the soil is sustained, were all 
destroyed. Tet aldiougli the unhappy natives Who escaped 
the sword werei daily rushing in thousands to Madras, such 
was the indifference, the supineness, and the affected con¬ 
tempt of Hyder shown on the part of that government, that no 
preparations were commenced, no exertions were made to meet 
the approaching storm, till an alarm was given, in the month of 
July 1780, that the cavalry of Hyder Ali were actually at the 
moment only a few rmles distant from Madras. And though 
the med it ated invasion of the Carnatic was well known to all 
,the|||trers of India more thaii twelve months before it actually 
no collection had been made on our part of pro- 
visidifcls^ual to a long march Or a regular siege; nor were any 
means yet furnished for carrying the provisions they had, or 
for drawing artillery* From the want of these essential pre¬ 
parations,'the British army was confined to the neighbor¬ 
hood %e sea, by which alone the scanty supplies it re¬ 
ceived were JCht; while the enemy was ranging through all 
the territories of the Company on the coast of Coromandel, 
as weU as tlinnugh those of its dependent allies, the nabob of 
Arcot l>mj0re, whose disaffected subjects were 

ready loyaltytpany new sovereign* In fact, 


four regime 





valry belonging to the nabob hM been so 

. 1 ilk 
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1 111 paid and neglected, that they took the first occasion of 
deserting in a body to the enemy, even before he entered the 
Carnatic; and most of the forts weref given up without re¬ 
sistance. This disaffection in the people, the army and the 
native killadars, or commanders of garrisons* rendered it an 
easy task.for Hyder AH to possess 1 himself of Arcot, the 
capital of the nabob's dominions, as well as of almost all the 

strong posts in the country. ; 

* 

But the British army was not only unable to advance 
towards the enemy for want of cattle to draw the artillery, 
the stores and provisions, and compelled to remain on the 
defensive near Cuddalore, where it was supplied entirely 
from Madras with almost every article of subsistence; it had 
also shown a very serious deposition to mutiny, on account 
of tlic arrears of pay that were due to it. In such a temper 
it would not have been considered safe to employ the troops, 
iV practicable, in any important enterprise. The different 
demands, which required to be ’Satisfied without delay, 
amounted to several lacks of pagodas, and there was not a 
single lack in the treasury. 1 Every pecuniary resource like* 
wise had failed. The nabob of Arcot had not furnished a 
single pagoda since the commencement of the war, and the 
raja of Tanjore had barely satisfied the demands of his feeble 
garrisons; all payments were necessarily discontinued ; and 
even the bills which had been drawn on,the government of 
Madras for money advanced to thp army, "remained undis¬ 
charged. The public office* were in larj^ 1 *advance to the 
Company, and there moaiood little hope; the gloomy 

'# * 
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aspect of affairs, of any further assistance by loans either frpil i. 
Europeans or natives; and had it not been for the extraordi¬ 
nary aids, both in provisions and specie, which were supplied 
from Bengal, the army must have been disbanded, and the 
ruin of the Carnatic inevitable. 


In addition to the want of means for moving the army, Sir 
Eyre Coote, ( to Whom the whole conduct of the war had 

* n, * i '■ ^ ' v ‘ , i. *_ 

been entrusted by the late government of Madras, declared 
as his opinion that, in the defensive war, in opposition to 
multitudes of Cavalry, the best provided infantry, without the 
assistance of an adequate body of horse, could act with little 
permanent or extensive effect. On an army thus considered 
to he constituted as to be inefficacious, so unprovided as to be 
obliged to retnain almost inactive, so ill supplied and paid 
as to be ready to mutiny, little dependence could be placed 
for retrieving the calamitous posture of affairs, notwithstanding 


the acknowledged bravery of the troops, and the abilities and 
experience of the general. No hope of resources could be 
entc^Mcl from any of the princes of India. Their dispo- 

» ' ^ * r ' "'ll ' V ^ ' '' ' " k 

sition towards the English was avowedly hostile. A general 
alarm seemed to prevail on account of our supposed ambi¬ 
tion, and a suspicion entertained of our ill faith ; as well as 
disrespect arising from the fluctuation of our councils, and 
the inconsistency of our proceeding. } So far from any ap¬ 
pearance of in<jination to assist us, there were but too strong 
grounds for supposing that a general confederacy was pro- 
jecting for our expulsion. ‘'That such were their views is suf¬ 
ficient obvious ^ a letter of the Nizam to Fazel Beg 
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Khan which fell into lord Macartney’s hands *. The invasion, 

in fact, of Hyder Ali was in consequence of this projected 

confederacy which, as Mr. Burke observed, “ by a sort of 

“ miracle united the most discordant powers for our dc- 

“ struction, as a nation, in which no other could put any 

“ trust, and which was the declared enemy of the whole 

“ human species.” 

* 

The government of Bengal, aware of the danger*to which 
the Carnatic was exposed, had sent a considerable detach¬ 
ment under Colonel Pcarse to reinforce the army under S11 
Eyre Cootc; but this det&ehpicnt, being as essentially defi¬ 
cient in cavalry as the main «army, was not likely to be of 
much use, while, by its excessive expense, equal or nearly 
equal to that of the remainder of the anny, it encreased enor¬ 
mously the calls for money?apd provisions, without the cer¬ 
tainty of any return of important service. To add to their 
embarrassment the presidency of Madras was informed by 
the supreme council o c Bengal, that however disposed to 
continue their assistance, a period might arrive when such 
supplies would cease, or when the resources from which they 
were drawn would fail. They were themselves in fact at this 
time engaged in the midst of an inauspicious war with the 
Mahraltas* in which .they derived very little assistance from 
the army of Bombay; the war on that side of the peninsula 
having, as on the opposite coast, become merely defensive on 

the part of the Bombay presidency* . ' 

% 

* Letter from the Nabob Nispm-ftd-Powlah to FaxebBeg-Cawo, Appendix, 
No. tf. 
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A. French fleet superior to the'force under Sir Edwai#*: 
Hughes was momentarily expected on the coast, and all foe 
Dutch settlements were apprised, by a French frigate sent 
out for the purpose, of hostilities having commenced between 
Great Britain and rb&li^^pd w<sifc s&cordingly 

prepared for the event All these Wfoward circumstances 

prepaid , ^ .WhlA were 


''ll', *« ‘ “ 'f ^ s ' , , ' 1 * ’ 

were aggravated by the coimderMiop ,iu« ^ ^^-v- 
beconre 

aveile'Freni^M&dh^'iij'-'adi-.'fod 6«utne 

at last so 'hopdess an a^ect riiat individuals jdinost ceased 
to takehny: interest iji.ite 
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.A mind lesa^n fhahhe pds^ss^ and l^s fertile tnes- 
pedieWs,^«lAhave,been <*£*4g* gendra} de- 

spondehc^ ; !b»t' Wharey«. tmpression4the • calamitous situa¬ 
tion it be- 
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1 ever means or resources were still remaining within the reach 
of the administration of the presidency. 


Conformably with these principles the troops were encou¬ 
raged to their duty by an immediate distribution among 
them, towards satisfying their arrears, of the greater part of 
the small quantity of specie he found in the treasury. Ves¬ 
sels were taken up on credit, without a moment's* loss of 
time, and dispatched* some tp the northward for grain, ami 
others to proceed with provisions for the army. To defray 
these extraordinary and urgent expenses* and to satisfy the 
further demands of the army, as well as other calls of a press¬ 
ing nature, his Lordship perceived the necessity of having 
recourse to individuals for profit assistance on the credit of 
the. future revenues; anddld^gh,the appmh^Wonof mis¬ 
fortunes, together with the facility of getting and the impu¬ 
nity for taking enormous interest ijhp natives, precluded 
ll&fexpeetation of raising any considdabi^sum by th*it means, 
yet this appeared to be the only expedient which remained to 
be tried; and bis Lordship had the satisfaction to find that 
it more than answered the' expectations under which it-was 
adopted. But beside the immediate benefit resulting from 
the advances time made by individuals, they implied that 
confidence pf reviving prosperity from of hfofad- 

miuistration, which not Only the of the war, hot, the 

weakness of the former goye^mn$jft{| the unsteadiness of their 
councils and deficiency, of'every 

criminal imputation, elnwf hopeless.^ 
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Lord Macartney was too good a/tatomn not to know tMt 
a confidence so recovered-was te be cherished andsupported 
by iudicious measures and vigorous exertions, 
settlements, as above observed, had received intelligence 
of hostilities between Great Briffiin and Holland, which gave 
them sufficient-notice to put themselves in a posture of defence, 
and it could not be doubted tot they would avail themselves 

of the opportunity of purchasing the amity ot Hyder Alt y 

assisting effectually to annoy the English. The two Hutch forts 

ofSadras and Pulicat to the northward and southward of lent 

St George, formerly of little strength comparatively with our 
power, were now.able to interrupt the communicatmn not 
only with our territories and factories situated beypnd them 
but also with our main army oh to one side, and with Colonc 
Pearee’s detachment cm its march from Bengal on the other. 
And as Hyder had no ports on the coast of Coromandel, 
those of the Dutch might become of essential consequence to 
him as inlets of supplies by sea. These: considerations were 
with Lord Macartney additional motives for yielding to the 
desire hb felt of carrying info execution, as fy as it waspos- 
sible, to -instructiohs he bad received to seize every Dutch 
ship and settlement within his reach. -.Within to first week 
of his arrival Sadfos wfa ^cordfoit^ summoned, and imme¬ 
diately surrendered without ppgqsuion; and as a sufficient 
Garrison could-not be spared thete, the fortifications 

were ordered to be demolished. Jhe seizure of Pulicat was 
of still greater importance, but was an undertaking of more 
difficulty, as no force d stationed, near it capable of attaek- 

7 i , 1 ’ •* “ J? *, ''**»•* 'V 1 J ‘ ' t ( i <\' $ 4 ', > 
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it with th4 probability of success. Beside the Dutch solr 
diery stationed in this garrison,, Hyder Ali had a consider- • 
able cdrpS pf horse and foot in the neighborhood, which it 
was necessary in the first place to overawe or to overcome. 
A detachment (or this service could be taken only put pf the 
garrison of Fort St. George which, weakened as it already 
was, could not even for a short interval be further reduced 
without urgent motives. But the capture of Pulicat, beside 
the advantages attending it already mentioned, promised to 
open a source of provisions that were * already so much 
wanted by th^ garrison and the settlement. This want alone 
might have warranted the hazard, .but to render it less con- 

C ' 4 t . ' < ' . 1 ' j, ■ i ‘ f i ... 1 _ ' ' ' ' ^ 

siderable, Lord Macartney determined tp put himself at the 
head of the milifia;! and, encouraged by^hisexample, the, 
numbers and the ardor of this^corps were somueh augmented 
as to promise a respectable Addition to thp defence of the 
garrisoii. The possession of Pulicat wasquicklyaccom- 
pKfehed ; it surrendered to the Madras': detachment on con¬ 
dition of securingpriyate property. 


k* 

«* u v- 
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These successes acquired an additional value from the ap¬ 
pearance of enterprise which they gave to the proceedings of 
the new government, and the impression of British power 
still remaining which they could not faU to make upon the 
natives. The zeal and activity of government animated the 
efforts of . ,flie people. The troops in caipp and garrison ac¬ 
quired fresh spirits from thejnimediate marks of attention 

as from the small but season- 


given to their demands, as ;i 
able supply of money fufni$hed for their relief. They imme- 
diately afterwards gave fhe strongest proofs of bravery, dis** 


vox*. 1. 
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cipline* and attachment in a battle won by them on the*’ip 
3ady ' bear l?orto Novo, under the command'of Sir Eyre 
(J^bte. After an unsuccessful attack, on the x8th of June-, 
of the fort of Chillumbrum by storm, and sustaining a. severe ' 
conflict, in which he was repulsed with considerable loss, 
the general encamped at Borto Novo on his return to Cud- 
da lore, and remained there till the 30th, preparing for a 
general action, an CVCnt which, from the motions of the 
cnero^ he Had reason to expect. Accordingly, on the fol¬ 
lowing dayv the 1st July," the enemy advanced to the attack, 
with a force consisting of twenty-five battalions of infantry, 
four hundred-Europeans, forty-five thousand horse, and one 
hundred thousand matchlock men, peons, and -polygars, 
and with forty-seven pieces of cannon, which Were all brodght 
into action. The engagement listed from eigh t in the morn¬ 
ing till three in the afternoon, when the front line of the 
English advanced, upon which the enemy drew off. his guns 
and left the British troops masters of the field. The loss on 
the part of Ilyder Was computed at three thousand men, 
beside a number of horses. Meer Salieb, one of his principal 
generals, with several officers of distinction, fell, in the battle. 
The number of killed and'wounded on our side did not exceed 
three hundred and twenty men. As Sir Eyre .Cootie had no ca¬ 
valry it was impossible to prevent theenemy from carrying off 
' his guns. Never perhaps were the Britishinterests in the Car¬ 
natic brought-to a more serious crisis.th^in at this day, and 
never were they more ably and intrepidly supported. That 
they could not pursue the advantages they Had gained,; that 
they-could not convert the defeat of, Hyder into a total rout, 
or prevent bis army from assembling again and opposing 
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icm immediately, could only be ascribed to the want* of 
cavalry, and of the means of conveying stores and provisions. 
But the victory that was gained so far disconcerted the 
enemy as to deter him from leading his troops into action a 
second time, and preventing aJunction with the Bengal de¬ 
tachment under Colonel Pcarse, which was happily accom¬ 
plished on the 2d August near .Pulicat, without the smallest 
opposition. , . 


In the letters written to the several princes of the peninsula, 
according to custom, on 1 he arrival of a new governor, Lord 
Macartney, to the impression endeavored to be conveyed of 
tlic victory of Porto Novo, added -the expectations justly 
fonned of the future achievements of the British arms as soon 

1 1 x ' - ^ ( , '* i 1 . 

as the reinforcement of thcuships and men. expected from 
England should arrive. And conceiving that,' in this mo¬ 
ment of apparent superiority, an assurance of the pacific in¬ 
tuitions of the British government would ootne with greater 
dignity and effect, as well as; with a'stronger impression of 
its being indicative of the genuine sentiments of the nation, 
he did* not fail, on this occasion, to endeavor to convince 
them that the East India Company had no aim of extending 
its possessions, and that pacific maxims had jhe preference in 
all its councils. He perceived ^indeed tl>e necessity‘of trying 
every ineahs, consistent with tie honor and the security of 
the government, to carry those .principles into effect. His 
opinion on dhis^ioint ayhs ...gg^ided by' the admiral and the 
general, who declared probability thkfc ally suc¬ 

cesses, which our forces cupld obtain, would be ad equates to 
the end of procuring a favorable issue to fchq contest in the 
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Carnatic; that it was perfectly at the disposition of HyaeR* 
Ali to a\oi(l or terminate an action whenever he pleased : 
that although we might frequently gain the field of battle, 
we should not be able to make any lasting impression on his 
army ; that our n sou ices which had hitherto been precarious 
and inadequate weie likely to diminish, whilst the demands 
would necessarily iucicase. On these considerations it was 
^stiongly recommended on the part of Sir Eyre Coote, with 
the assent of the admiral, to aim at the accommodation, of 
differences with llyder Ali. To this recommendation Lord 
Macartney the more readily inclined, as the East India Com¬ 
pany had, in their letters of the preceding year to the presi¬ 
dency of Madras, gi\en express and positive directions to 
maintain a strict connection with this enterprising chief, and 
even in certain points to bestow,' if necessary, pecuniary 
gratifications on bis ministers. An address to that prince was 
therefore inclosed in a letter to Sir Eyre Coote, to whom his 
Lordship submitted to forward or suppress it; but expressing, 
at the same time, his dcteimination that no consequence 
which might result personally to himself, from any displea¬ 
sure of the Bengal^ governnient *, should prevent him from 
undertaking or persevering in any measure conducive to the 
honor and interest of the Company, or from hazarding his 
responsibility in auy step of such a tendency for which the 
admiral and gcncial were likewise willing to become respon¬ 
sible. Sir Eyre Coote did not hesitate to dispatch the propo¬ 
sal to Ilyders camp, accompanied by a letter from himself, 
* 

* Th£ Bengal government was alone cmnowered to conclude treaties, and make 
peace an4 war with the country powers. 
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Mi another from the admiral to the same effect. The an¬ 
swer of Hyder on this occasion furnished a most unfortunate 
instance of the dissatisfaction and distrust to which formei 
transactions in the Company’s governments had given rjse. 
“The governors and sirdars," he observes, “ who enter into 
“ treaties, after one or two years return to Europe, and then 
“ acts anti deeds become of no effect; and 'fresh governors 
* and sirdars introduce new conversations. Prior«. to vour 
“ coming, when the governor and council of Madias had,, 
“ departed from their treaty of alliance and friendship, 1 sent 
“ my vakeel (agent) to confer with them, and to ask the rea- 
“ son for such breach of faith; the answer given was, that 
“ they who made these conditions, were gone to Bui ope. 
“ You write that you have come with the sanction of the 
“ King and Company to settle all matters; whicli gives me 
“ great happiness. You, Sir, are a man of wisdom and com- 
“ prehend all things. Whatever you may judge most proper 
^ and best, that you will do. You mention that troops have 
“ arrived .and are daily arriving from Europe; of this I have 
“ not a doubt: I depend upon the favor of Ood for my 
“ succors." 

<4 

This apparently evasive answer was not however consi¬ 
dered, by persons conversant in the intricacies of Indian po¬ 
licy, as preclusive of an inclination on his pait to conic into 
terms with the Company. At all events, the endeavor to 
bring about a reconciliation with all the country powers in 
India was so strongly expressed in .the desire and directions 
of the Company, in order to leave our arms free to act against 
our European enemies, that Lord, Macartney felt it his 
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duty to make every effort for terminating differences not onty 
with Ilyder All, but with any other country power with whom 
we happened to be at war. The critical state of the affairs of 
India fully justified such efforts without the previous and re¬ 
gular approbation of the Bengal government in any piepa- 
ratoiy step for enabling it to attain a cessation of'hostilitios. 
Not a moment was therefore to be lost in taking advantage 
of the favorable disposition of the Mahraltas towards an ac- 
i ommodation, of vvhiol} strong assurances were received by 
Lord Macartney from the nabob of the Carnatic; assurances 
however which were accompanied with the mistrust conceived 
at all the Indian courts of the fidelity of the English ttr their 
public engagements. The infraction of former treaties had 
weakened their dependence on anyienewcd proposals from 
the same party. Suspicion now governed the conduct of 
every Indian PiinCe tpwarcls the English, of which melan¬ 
choly truth an unfortunate and alaiming instance, just at this 
moment, reached Madias. Mr. Hastings had determined 
upon an excursion to the upper pi ounces of Benarco and 
Oude. Cheyt Sing the tributary Raja of B< nares, a man of 
much reputed wealth, immediately supposed that his treasme 
was an object of the governor^general’s view®, and under this 
idea lost no time in preparing privately for icsisting any at¬ 
tempt that nught be made against him. Mr. Hastings mined 
at B(n,ues the 14th August. The Raja is said to have waited 
on lum with tla* appearance of profound respect and unie- 
berved confidence. Whatever were the subjects of their ver¬ 
bal conferences, the governoi-gcnoial’j letter to him contains 
no new application for money, but upbraids him for having 
faded in giving t’ c assistance which had already been de- 
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PRnSoii' him. Chejt Sing particularizes in his answer 
the supss by which he had fulfilled that engagement. The go¬ 
vernor-general did* not indeed*eontrovert the fact, but he ob¬ 
serves in the stile and manner of the Raja a tone of disre¬ 
spect towards him, offering less a vindication of himself than 
a recrimination upon the governor-general; he observed too, 
he thought, a spirit of independence, for all which he' found 
it necessary to order the; Raja to be put under arrest in his 
own palace. The English resident, with his usual guard, fol¬ 
lowed by' two companies of seppys, proceeded towards the 
palace with the act of power by which he was armed. The 
captive Chief seemed to comply*in terms of the utmost humi¬ 


lity ; and he appeared so totally overwhelmed by his misfor¬ 
tune, in having incurred the displeasure of the governor-ge¬ 
neral, that the humanity outlie latter was excited to send 


him a favorable message, which was received with strong ex¬ 
pressions of gratitude and of perfect reliance on the protec¬ 
ts of Mr. Hastings, This gratitude and this reliance were. 


in a few moments, manifested by a dreadful slaughter of all 
the officers and most of the two companies of sepoys. The 
result of this unfortunate affair is tod well known to require 
a repetition\ of it in this place!, . 


With the fate of; Cheyt Sing, fresh in their recollection, it 
was not assuredly the most auspicious moment for endea¬ 
voring, by pacific declarations, to strengthen the ^confidence 
pf the Mahratta powers’, proceeding however from a new 
and separate government such assurances might serve, at 
least,' as declaratory- of the Views of that government. A 
letter was there fo redrawn up and signed by Lord Macart- 



PUBLIC LIFE OF THE 




96 


ney, by Sir Edward Hughes as commander of his majestj 
ships in the Indiau Seas, by Sir Eyre Coote as commander 1 
chief of the King's as well as the Company's land forces an 
a member of the supreme council, and by Mr. Macpherso 
another member of the same council, in which they not onl 
declare an earnest desire, on .the part of the Company, 1 
conclude a peace with the Mahratta state, but become, in 
(he name of their sovereign and their employers, as well as 
personally, guarantees for the strict rnd'constant performance 
of any treaty which may be made for that purpose by the 
govornor-general and council of Bengal. And as the poirits, 
on m hich the peace was known to rest with the ministry of 
Foonah, were, the restoration of the province of Guzzarat on 
account of its value, and of the inlands of Basseen or Salsctte 
from religious attachment; as a compliance with those con¬ 
ditions was not dishQnorable; and as it would redound to the 
national advantage to comply with them, they did not hesi¬ 
tate to declare their readiness to accede to their wishes on 
these points. This proposition, thus made under most un¬ 
favorable circumstances, but warranted by the emergency of 
the occasion^ produced such an'effect at the court of Poonah, 
that no hostilities were afterwards committed by the Mah- 
rattas against the English ; and it paved the way for the Ben¬ 
gal government to conclude a peace with them shortly after 

through the mediation of Scindea. , 

% 


This event was the more desirable on account of the im¬ 
probability, which soon appeared, of procuring peace with 
Hyder Ali, who preferred to enter into close connection with 

the French and Dutch, in the hope that their united arms 

4 
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1 The expenditure of mpney and provisions for? 
6f which so many must be useless, drains our 


*V 1 U.#> UVUUVO) w* " . ^ - , . . 

fe&pry'and but magazines. If supplies proportwmabiy 
^^^toented .were plentiful aud even costless, the trouble 
“ and difficulty, of carrying them on must reader an army un- 
«yieldy, audits progress slow and ineffective 

j%esc 'dmsidS|tmns applied hut too closely to the main 
army Ventattiinfe#*!^ oi inactivity near Cutldalore, which, 
as before .b|sbn*a, 4 'haa 'no other s. only of provisions than 
what were -sent from Madras by sea, where all the Horrors of 
uu approaching imid% were staring them jin the face. The 
■_>i i „™war«*w knbwinff the. distressed situation of the 


k ,s t , i v 'A* * *jk jr i 

t0 al ld from Madras. 
iord-Macartheyarderea dwo In$#nei>to lie fitted out and 
' dllw'atche^l^^^'l^^/'off one of .these privateers 

-large'stotlcjof nee that had 
would have' been irre- 

iUv-e „ untlini1 1 1‘fM'lfefun/<P lllP 


the "M -.^ ^pg^ biii^^witliout/y^n^, the 


nhhlic oTODSBKPfifefri ivJli!t ; rd.,tJ'«rfptl isunf^l and being 
.-landed at Masu1ipa^^t^^^^^ed > wit»,/giain wluch.. 
proved a mas* seasanhblA's^gny- 
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procured for carrying three days provisions for the army. 
Dependence however was placed in finding a large supply- 
of grain which it was reported the enemy had (aid up at 
TfipassoYe. The batteries were opened agadhst if,, and in 
three, days the breach was!report*^-pria^ 
morning of the fourth day a : 

rinef» tArrnc’ rranomt cioni' ' "1* jhvWt/tasi j&''A hIIw 


prisoners of war, add that an, answer must.he;returned in a 
quarter of an homy A*, that instant *a vcpf^^gelbpdy.-of the 
enemy appeared in sight -The gea^lJ^d^yipg':'thoir ; num¬ 
bers were formidable sent orders |o itfijnediatelythe 

party were just‘iidreturned 


accepting his tcrpiK t*.4%- to the 
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^den, a^d, as I conceive myself exonerated from all re 
* “ spoasibility in that quarter, and indeed in some degre 
“ from what would otherwise have been my share here, 

“ &H&11 not attempt to send away further orders to the south 
u ward. I wisli most sincerely those you have sent may b 
<c attended with success equal to your most sanguine wishes 
“ but I will venture to foretell that if tlie attack of Ncgapa 
“ tarn* is commenced, leaving an enemy in the rear’tequal tr 
“ cope witii pur besiegm^ army, and /tjiey move towards it? 
“ relief, Vc shall .be] disjp^cie^; ' ahd‘ aretaot^nidre fortu- 

“ natethkn we hayeXright to e*p^:ifwill terminate in the 
“ loss <* Tanjore,. TncIiib^^j^MS aU the^utherti coun- 

“ tries; as well a, fengop tKAruia of this aitnf l” 

Netwiths^l^ thj*. 0 f Sir' ^rreVfeoojte. apd the 

tardy mov^B^;a|[<i,;^ua(eirabie liabilities staged by 
qajonel proceed from 


fanjore to the r ^cjk f .of^g^t^,£%»ing-a,saffiaent gar- 


that he' detertniued At' -pM®.; AH^/iak Ahazaidsi^tlSte the 
sole ^respohsj^iUl^^ikjin t. 

and less clear,V^Jvb^jd^ve ^doingsi' '•■•He 

was likewise, a 

single man, the 

sentiments of the <renemitioE ntuWbikimr- •.q n atii'uAr 


Letter from ? S|r -'Ewe : '' 
October 31, 17^1. 

„ • _ . ‘ s 
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ft ai23>ver to 
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catna near Palnnet. 
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the anxiety expressed by Sir Eyre Coote, in his letter 
recited, his Lordship observed, “ Though with an exact 
“ knowledge of facts, I combined the observations of several 
“ capable persons, I was very cautious in forming my own 
“judgment; but after taking these precautions, it appears to 
“ me a laudable exertion of duty to become responsible in 
“ following the dictates of such a judgment. Personal pru-. 
“ dence may be sometimes prejudicial to the public cause, 
and caution beyond the danger is a weakness which may be 
as fatal as the rashness of enterprise beyond the means of 
v success. : In return for the confidence placed in me by the 
Company .and by the committee, in justice to you and to 
Colopel Brathwaite, I ought'not to shrink from the respon^ 
“ sibility of the present measure; most phearfully I take it 
" upon myself alone, trusting to be justified by the motive of 
doing essential service, and by my efforts to pursue the* 
fittest methods of accomplishing it. In the midst of the 
“ efforts I made for giving success to this expedition, I was 
“ mindful of that attention, towards you which was due to 
“ your station, and Which my sincere esteem for you will, 
“ naturalj^pggfesfcj^ ^ 'cbuld« be supposed to 

belong toVthe army unde$ yopr comitnand was called upon 
to sejrve on this occasion. ••$Thpte Who offered, I referred, 
as you know, to you ; though ;I wished much for the ser¬ 
vices of Lor^JVIadeod and ; the recovered 

** men of his #fgimentW sent to yoi|ij|W i iiiii^f. v scnding them to 
" Negapatam f, 
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2$' A very serious difficulty however occurred in the choice of 
an officer to command the expedition. Major-general Sir 
Hector Munro, who was, in a great degree, recovered from 
an indisposition which had prevented his accompanying the 
army to take the* command in the Tanjore country, was 
judged to be the fittest person for the occasion^ but an un¬ 
fortunate dislike he had taken against Mr. Sacliier, on£ of the 
members of the select committee, had induced him declare 
that he never would serve under any orders or instructions, 

j * , i 1 ,' 1 ► t. j i 1 % 1 ‘i ''1«1 " , , ,i >' ■* 

in which tins gentleman t! had Ja ^ncei^ The committee' 
therefore, in - order to obviate this difficulty, very liberally 
empowered the president to issue such orders and adopt such 
measures, in conjunction with Sir Edward Hughes, as were 
most likely, in his; opinion,promise, -s^cess against the 
Dutch settlements. Sir Hector Munro hoiy con¬ 

sented to undertake the*siegey apd set pff witsniiutlt^y .with 
a reinforcement from Madras fetf ittat^urnose. feu the 21st 


©Ctober he arnved on the ;©£^t, w^iCri^m^Jtdmthail‘immedi¬ 
ately landed about one thousand seanieaaiid marines. On 
the SOth the lines~a)nd redoubts were attacked and earned; 
and on the 12th November, the town and fort of Negapatam 
surrendered. The resistance il; made, and the force found 

' 1 1 . , . 1* , >, , ! Ij.;. Lfl‘ 1,.' 

within it were greatef than had been supp?^3> W wan¬ 
tage of the conquest, was the raare/coi^ 
sieged inade two vigorous sallies, % tytyjjjjiffl .' a Fre^||^hgi- 


t**/ V# i 1 ' 


neer and . several German officers?, of 

'of troops under inns, ftejpffpere'd was 


six thousand five Ini 

V , >.*■ 1 

mpte than the 
quantity of warlike std?I 


; tras found a* 
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double investment of goods, no shifts haying come from 
land for that of the preceding year. , Among the archives was 
discovered the original treaty with Hyder Ali, the tenor of 
wliieh sufficiently showed how much the . English interests 
might have suffered From the longer continuance of that port 
in the hands of an enemy, and consequently how much was 
gained by its passing into our own. Its capture not only 
effectually destroyed the Dutch potyer on the coast of Coro- 

had .already been foreseen, the Mysorean 
enemy, imniediately after the surrender of the place, began 
to abandon all the forts he had possessed himself of in the 

In iRfei, the fall of Neg^patam restored 
: that ^cpulniry to > a degree of security which it had not v 
known since the commencement of, tjie war, at the same 
time that it c\it off the French from the least chance of 
landing Aheiflforces on that part of the coast with any de- 

-success;^ , • 

■ , •' - ■, • ■ •' ■ . 

* • cJv • * H. S > " 1 , 

, - j . i Mp 1 i M ii,”'* 


' 1 '' SVf' ' i , > • , 

ii« arrangements for the security of Tanjore, ' 
ids five hundred men to assist 


‘ .harbor ’of Trincomal&e, whicli * 



his seryicotlh IncKsf with the import- ' 
>• ■ 5^ega^pniEt;n(.m- ^Sea^l'and'^ferity with which, 

11 'and t&e with which lie 1 


wMtf : "1iwe*tegtoV%onorafeIe‘ to his chapacter as a 
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FYhe difficulty of keeping the army supplied with provisions 
was by no means the only one, which the government of 
Madras had to encounter. Every pecuniary resource de¬ 
pendent on the Carnatic had long since wholly failed, and 
any further assistance of this nature from Bengal was now 
become absolutely hopeless. The governor-general was him¬ 
self distressed for waptV money, and shut up in the fort of 
Chunar-Ghur, where he was invested by the troops jnf Cheyt 
Sing, amounting to ten thbu&ahd men, beside the peasants of 
the country, who liad also taken up arms. Every effort had 
been used by Lord M'acartncy to prevail, on, the nabob of 
Aicot to contribute towards the expenses of the war but with¬ 
out success. He had indeed assigned over to the late govern¬ 
ment for the use of tfe Company, during $feVar, the coun¬ 
tries of Trichmopoly and . J^ineveily; but S^s;Wily Mahome- > 
dan contrived to defeat entirely thetb^ jnight have been 
of, by insisting that his own creatures shbiild have the sole 
Management of the revenues-; , By these rapacious agents the 
peaceable and patient' fttincloos^ suffered 'liarly as much as 
from the ravages of the/emtemy;'".The ryots pr husbandmen 
were harassed and opposed by the arbitrary and indefinite 
claims of the head renters on the produce of their , 


. * i' 1 ' 

prevailed under the nabobs aOtpimstmticm throughput the 
whole, Carnatic, is not to be ppl|ili0ied: in any gpy^fnhent. 
Beside ^^ 

snlrl flip ’ftnhriinf mi *4.V. L. j*.!' ii ■ , l? ^ iA. v_ *■. 1 * 



no 


PUBLIC LIFE OF THE 


plaint at the Durbar or palace of the nabob was unavailing tfg 
to redress; but the punishment of such presumption was not 
infrequently that of death; and the sum total of this chain 
of extortion and avarice was taken out of the crop of the 
ryot or laborer. 

Under this state of wretched mismanagement and extortion 
had he granted the unavailing assignment of two districts, while 
under cover of which he strenuously withheld those supplies for 
carrying on the war which, in fact, he was squandering with a 
lavish profusion on a set of worthless and unprincipled Euro¬ 
peans, who were kept about his person for no other purpose 
than that of pampering his vices and feeding his vanity, or per¬ 
haps, according to his own calculation, that of securing their 
attachment. In vain did Lord Macartney set before his view 
the great and pressing necessities of the public service, the 
impropriety of the conduct he was pursuing, and the fatal 
consequences it must inevitably produce, both to himself and 
to the Company; but no expostulations were sufficient to 
rouze him to a just sense of the common danger; they pro¬ 
duced only a reply full of asperity and recrimination, and a 
refusal to afford the least assistance bc)ond what he had 
already given, which was literalljf nothing, to defray the ex-' 
penses of the war. The governor-general and council, in 
answer to the representations made from Madras on this 
head, expressed themselves in terms of great surprise and 
indignation at the conduct of the nabob, hi withholding assist-' 
ance for the prosecution of a war, in which his'interests 
were, more immediately concerned than those even of the 
Company; th^y dcdaied that, m their opinion, the nabob' 
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na longer be looked upon as the proprietor of the Car- 
* natic, while every part of it, not ini mediately protected or 
wrested from the enemy by our troops, was in the hands of 
a foreign power, and all his hopes of recovering it depended 
entirely on our arms ; that a case like this would justify their 
demanding the immediate transfer of his whole country in 
exclusive assignment for the expenses of the war; that such 
a measure was, in their opinion, by the necessity of imposing 
it, an indispensable obligation; that they earnestly advised 
it, and that, had they the authority to command, they should 
peremptorily command it. 

' ' ' 4 , * ' ' ’’ ' ’ / 

» ^ . ’ 

Such was the opinion of the Bengal government. Lord 
Macartney however had respited not to proceed to extremi¬ 
ties, but to try every persuasive effort with the Nabob, Jo in¬ 
duce him to assist in the present emergency, making use of 
every argument that so naturally and obviously arose, to 
srfow him how much it was for his real interest to contribute 
even to the last pagoda, rather, than suffer Ibis possessions to 
fall a prey to the enemy *. * The nabob never precisely de¬ 
nied his ability to give assistance; many ot his friends ac¬ 
knowledged that he Could have given it. At length however 
when very strongly pressed on the subject, 'he coolly observed 
that he had concluded a treaty with Mr. Hastings which pro¬ 
vided for all the supplies he,was required to furnish. This 
declaration was very soon discovered to, |>e foundfed in truth; 
for in a little time.;aRerwa^«/Hr.' Rivard'^oseph^ SuHiy'an 

1 ' . 1 / 4 1 1 to, * i \ v Jfi i u ' ” a 

* Lord Macartney’s private note of Application to hi* highness the Nabob of the 
Caniatic, July 4, ,1781* Appendix, Np. 7. , *;■ % 1 ; 
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and Assam Cawn, the. nabobs dcwan or treasurer, arriv 
from Bengal with a sort of treaty concluded by them on 
the part of the nabob with that government. As one article 
of this strange convention opened a door of arrangement for 
the cession of the nabob’s revenues to the Company, retain¬ 
ing a proper allowance to himself and family, Lord Macart¬ 
ney, without either accepting-or disavowing the treaty, made, 
use of this disposition expressed by the nabob and acceded to 
by the Bengal government of giving his assistance to the Com¬ 
pany. After a long and frequent correspondence and conver¬ 
sation on the subject, the nabob signified his consent to as¬ 
sign over all the revenues of his countries to the Company 
during the war, reserving,one-sixth part for the. private ex¬ 
penses of himself and his family. These revenues were to 
be managed by a committee; and as success depends as well 
on the choice of instruments as on the propriety of measures, 
liis Lordship took care to appoint only such persons to the 
commission of assigned revenue, as were conversant in the 
finances of the Carnatic, and such as, at the same time, 
were perfectly agreeable to the nabob. lie thought it but fair 
to consult his own choijc£ in the persons who were to con¬ 
duct a business so closely connected with his government 
The plan which was proposed^ as well as the persons to carry 
it into execution, met with the nabob’s entire concurrence. 
But it soon appeared that the authority ,' Which the bourn nUCe 
found it necessary to. demand, in. order to give efficacy to 
their proceedings* excited an alarm-in the breast of the nabob, 
Who began to consa^r the exertion of powers by Europeans 
oner; his affairs as suJj^ofsive of his dignity and government. 
To the .groat. surprise W Lord Macartney, he expressed the 
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highest dissatisfaction and distrust, of his old friend Mr. 3>cn~ 
* *iield, who, on the sole account of the relation in which he 
stood at the Durbar, had been appointed president of the 
committee of assigned revenue; and he concluded by pre¬ 
ferring to gi\e to his Lordship, on behalf of the Company, an 
exclusive power to nominate natives to those offices on which 
the collections chiefly depended. He considered it as less de¬ 
rogatory to his station, to invest the representative of the so¬ 
vereign of England and the East India Company with a con¬ 
siderable portion of his authority, than to divide a lesser por¬ 
tion with several persons of inferior rank. The nabob wa n , 
in fact, averse from any delegation, notwithstanding the per¬ 
fect confidence he seemed to place in a person whose uniform 
disinterestedness was as great a novelty to him as it was a. 
security against any concealed designs. 


Some arrangement however was become absolutely neces¬ 
sary, not only for the purpose of pea uniary aid, but likewise 
for securing such an influence throughout the country as 
would facilitate the endeavors of the commander in chief to 
send those other supplies and secure that friendly assistance, 
the want of which he loudly complained of through the whole 
course of the campaign. In one of his letters to Lord Ma¬ 
cartney Sir Eyre Coote observes, “ I had better give lip the 
“burdensome task, s^nd spare our arms the shame and dis- 
“ grace,"and our interests from the total ruin in which they 
“ may be involved by these hidden and double transactions in 
“ the nabob's government.'' It; became therefore. hid isprn 
sable, in every respect, to bstVc such a share in the appoint¬ 
ment of his highness* officers throughout the country as tvould 

VOJi. 1. <1 
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oblige them to consult the welfare and interest of the Com¬ 
pany. The entire management of the finances appeared to 
be as necessary as it was delicate to demand and difficult to 
obtain. But by the perseverance and temper, thc*known in¬ 
tegrity and disinterestedness' of Lord Macartney, all these 
points were gradually accomplished. Of his integrity the na¬ 
bob had already received the most convincing proof in his re¬ 
jection of the highest biibe that was probably ever before of¬ 
fered to a governor of Madras in one sum *. 

The deed which established this new and important altera¬ 
tion in the government of the Carnatic, so dcsircable for the 
Company and so necessary for the preservation of the nabob 
and the people, bore date 2d December J?8], and was to 
continue in force at least for five years |. By this deed the 
authority of the Company hitherto, through the collusion of its 
servants, totally distinct from, and generally clashing with, 
that of the nabob, occasioning a double and divided govern¬ 
ment, now became simplified and efficient. But as every 
change of system calculated to operate effi dually, though 
gradually, must be productive of some inconveniences, the 
present transfer was not expected to be without them, and the 
protraction of the difficulties the government was then la¬ 
boring under was not the least of them. Coercion indeed 
hnght have operated an caiher change, and the exercise oi 
foice, as recommended by the Bengal *government, might 
have been justified by the necessities of the times ; but while 
there remained a hope of' success though the means of per- 

# Two lacks of pagodas, or 8o,ooo/. 

•} The Nabob's assignment. a 
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sifasion, Lord Macartney felt that no momentary advantage 
could compensate for the discredit of resorting to violence 
against h prince standing in the relation he did with the 
Company, however unworthy he had in many respects proved 
himself of their patronage and protection. 

* 

Thus, at the termination of the year 1781* the prospects 
of the East India Company on the coast of Coromandel 
were considerably brightened, and a ray of hope once more 
beamed upon the desponding subjects of the Carnatic. In 
the first six months of Lord Macartney’s administration*the 
main army, assisted effectually by the,exertions of the presi¬ 
dency, without which it could not possibly have kept the 
field from the total want of provisions in every quarter and 
want of pay, was enabled to bring the enemy to two deci¬ 
sive actions, and to gain two brilliant victories. 13y well- 
planned enterprises and by detachments from the garrison of 
Madras were effected the destruction and capture of the 
Dutch settlements of Sadras, Pulicat,: Madepollam, Policat, . 
Jaggcrnautpqram, Bimlipatam, and Negapatam, thereby dis¬ 
solving the connection that had been formed between this 
power and IJyder, and annihilating its influence on the coast 
of Coromandel, and compelling the enemy to abandon all 
his positions in the Tanjore country V ahd finally these suc¬ 
cesses were crowned by the assignment of the revenues of the 
Carnatic, for the use of the Company, by the nabob of* 

. Arcot to Lord Macartney measure that contributed to the 
exultation, the security, tranquillity, and happiness of all 
the inhabitants of the Carnatic, except those few rapacious 
Mahomedan agents Of the nabob, who had hitherto subsisted 
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by the plunder and oppression of the harmless HiiTOb 
natives. 

Not less auspicious was the commencement of the year 
1782, when information was received at the presidency of 
the important harbor of Trin com alec *and Fort Ostenberg 
having surrendered to our arms; the latter of which w f as now 
garrisoned by the detachment of five hundred men, which 
had been embarked on the fleet after the reduction of Ncga- 
patam. These bright and cheering prospects were but 
however of short duration. The army had scarcely gone into 
cantonments for the monsoon when the disagreeable intelli¬ 
gence reached Madras of the loss of Cbittoor, with its garri¬ 
son, consisting of a complete battalion of sepoys; and that 
the important, fortress of Vellore would not be able to hold 
out longer than the 11th January. To enable Sir Eyre Cootc 
to inarch to the relief of this important garrison, Lord 
Macartney gave ,orders that the treasury should be drained to 
the lastjpagoda t» pay the arrears of the army. Still however 
the means ^of cooveying provisions were inadequate to the 
demands of thissservice. - The estimate of the quarter-master 
general for carrying provisions for thirty-five days was no less 
a number than thirty*fivc 
fourteen thousand fighting 
so great a number wag an 

^ ' , 1 , s f ii | 

expense, if they could have been found, was too enormous 
for the exhausted , finances of the presidency to bear. Nor 
w as it easy to conceive what means could be adopted for pro¬ 
tecting a line of march of go many miles of road as must.be 

covered by five "nd thirty thousand bullocks, against the 
2 


bullocks for twelve or 
rnems The;difficulty of providing 
insurmountable obstacle, and the 
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numerous horse of the enemy. The number already in store 
vas eight thousand, and with these and three thousand 
coolies pressed into the service, it appeared to Lord Macait- 
ney that, by marching light, leaving behind the heavy artillm 
and baggage, and taking only what was indispensably neces¬ 
sary, they might perhaps be able to accomplish this important 
object; and he ventured to suggest it to Sir Eyre Coote, who 
seemed to be sensible of the necessity of using the most 
strenuous exeitions for that purpose. On this trying occa¬ 
sion extreme indisposition could not prevent the genetai 
from again taking the field and hazarding, as the even* 
proved, the sacrifice of his life to his zeal for the service. lie 
joined the army on the 2d of January, and on the 5th wa f * 
seized with a violent apoplectic fit. This attack did not 
however prevent his proceeding with the army, and on tjie 
11th, by means of the eight thousand bullocks and three 
thousand coolies, he threw into Vellore provisions and stores 
for three months, besides taking with them twenty-one 
days 1 provisions for the fighting men, 1^ is impossible to do 
ample justice to the army which, on this pressing occasion, 
marched again to the field with the utmost cheerfulness un¬ 
der every difficulty and disadvantage, without any rest after 
a long and arduous campaign. In their return to Madras, 
they were opposed by the whole army of Hyder, which they 
drove from its ground with very inconsiderable loss. 

Sir Eyre Coote now declared his intention of going to 
Bengal for the benefit of his health. Such a resolution was 
considered as particularly unfortunate at this, period when* 
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on every consideration it was adviseable to follow up the* late 
successes with the most active and vigorous measures* For 
though the British army had hitherto, in every engagement, 
possessed the field of battle, and had a fair title to the laurels 
due to victory, yet Hyder had suffered few of the disad¬ 
vantages of a defeat. There was no consternation on his part, 
no trophies on ours. The decided superiority of the British 
arms in IJindostan had been most honorably maintained, 
but the solid purpose of the war, that of expelling the enemy 
from the Carnatic, remained to be effected. All the bravery 
and discipline of the troops, and all the general's experience 
and abilities were still required to counteract the manifold 
difficulties with which this side of India was still t hreatened. 
Every argument was therefore urged bn the part of govern¬ 
ment, to keep him at the head of the army to which, as his 
health recovered, he seemed not to object, at least he silently 
acquiesced. 


In the month of January information was received of an 
enemy's fieqt of twelve sail of the line and live frigates, un¬ 
der ihe command of Monsieur Sufiren, having appeared 
on the coast; and that they had taken and destroyed seve- 

h * , t , , 'I t 

ral vessels boiind for Madras wifh ♦grain. The English 
squadron under Sir Edward HuglWs, consisting of seven sail 
of the line, was at anchor in the road of Madras, where, on 
the 12th February, it was fortunately reinforced by three sail 
of the line under Commodore Alms. The following day 
Suffren made his appearance before the roads with his Whole 
fleet, and anchored to windward. On the 14th the French 
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fleet weighed anchor and passed to the southward in line 
of battle. Sir Edward also weighed and stood after them. 
On the 15th the two fleets passed each other and exchanged 
a few shot before the night set in. The next morning the 
English admiral perceiving himself between the enemy’s line 
of battle ships to the eastward, and a convoy of frigates and 
transports to the westward* standing towards Pondicherry,, 
made a signal for chasing the latter, the rear of which they 
soon came up with* and captured five or six English mer¬ 
chant, ships that had been taken by the French, and a large 
transport laden with stores andsaminunition, having also on 
board a number of officers and about three hundred , men. 
Suffren perceiving what was going •on gave cliace to the 
English admiral. Early on the morning of the 17th, the 
French fleet bore down ftpon the English. After a great 
deal of manoeuvring, in which Suffren still preserved the 
weather-gage, the action commenced partially about four 
j/clock. Eight of the enemy's ships were, engaged against 
five of ours ; towards six the remaining four with the advan¬ 
tage of a squall were brought into action ; but night coming 
pn the two fleets separated ; the French stood away to wind- 
ward, and Sir Edward Hughes bore up for Trincomalee. In 
this action Captain Reynolds of the Exeter was killed* and 
Captain Stevens of the Superb died of lws wounds. 

Imfrjedintely after this engagement the French landed two 
thousand troops at Forto jwhei^they were joined by a 
considerable part of Jlyder’s army, under the command of his 
spn Tippoo Sahcb, with.a view of attacking (Juddalorc. which, 
surrendered to their united force op the 3d April. 
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Shortly after this event information was also rccci 
the Tanjore country, that Colonel Brutlnvaito, with 
clrcd Europeans, one thousand five hundred sepoys, and three 
hundred cavalry, had been attacked and totally defeated by 
Tippoo Saheb; and that Colonel Brathwaile was wounded 
and taken prisoner with nineteen other officers. 

Another serious misfortune occurred about the same time 
in the loss of three thousand bullocks, which were cut off by 
the enemy in returning from Chingleput, where they had been 
sent with rice. As this loss appeared to have been occasioned 
entirely through the neglect of Majdr Byrn, he was tried by 
a general court martial and cashiered. 


iveMfeni 
one liun- 


These misfortunes however were amply compensated by 
the success of the British arms both by land and sea. The 
battle of Arn6e fought with the whole army of Tlyder, like all 
former actions, terminated to the honor of the British arms, 
and to the disgrace of those of the enemy, who retreated 


with precipitation almost immediately as our line advanced. 
The English general piirsbed several miles, and took a gun 
and some carts of ammunition'; but fvas hot able to reap 


further advantages, for as he advanced Hyder retreated. On 
returning to Madras the grand guard, as Sir Eyre Cootc 
called it, was unfortunately surrounded by the enemy, and 
the whole either cut to pieces or takda prisoners. * 


, , , • V ' 1 ,, r j. j 

On the 12th April Sir Edward Hughey had a second and 
most, obstinate engagement with the fleet of Suffren; on 
which occasion the honor of the British flag was nobly main- 
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tamed against a superior force. The French admiral was 
obliged -to shift his flag during the action. Sir Kdward 
Hughes had fifty-nine killed and ninety-sfv wounded on board 
Ids Own ship, and in the whole one hundred and thirty-seven 
killed and four hundred and thirty wounded. After ihe 
action the French repaired to Batecola, a port belonging to 
the Dutch oil the island of Ceylon, twenty leagues to the 
southward of Tri n com al£e,* where they lauded one ^thousand 
four hundred sick and Vohnded, and are said to ha\e 
buried seven hundred men. ^On the 2d bf Juno they again 
put to sea. 

On the 6’tli July Sir,Jklwatd Hughes once more fell in with 
aud engaged the French *flec£ off Tranquebar, over which he 
gained a decided superior^ ;* And had not the wind shilled 
and thrown 1 ni majesty's squhdton out of action at the very 
ihoment when sonic *df, the enemy's ships liad broken tlieir 
RAe and were running away, an^oJiers of them greatly dis¬ 
abled, the admiral was df opinion the action would have 
ended in the capture of several of the French ships of the 
line. The object of the enemy was, in conjunction with 
their land forces; ahd k cbSsiderablo body of Ilyder's troops 
assembled neat the river Coleroon, to proceed tp the south- 
ward to the attadk bf Negapatam ; bqttiieirf meeting with 
the British fleet, and the engagement/wf$di ensued, entirely 
frustrated tliis enterprise, by^tyj$% them to return to 
Cuddalqre to repair th^f A |atkag^s. * In the mean time the 
admiral, at the urgent of Lord Macartney, tlnew 

I into Trincomalcc a .reinforcement* of two hundred of Jus 
majesty's troops. ' 
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wanting to have completed the destruction of the? 
fleet, SufFren was an active and indefatigable officer, wfio 
neither slept nor suffered those under him to sleep when any 
thing was to be done that required dispatch; who would on 
great emergencies work whoierdays in his ihirt like a carpen¬ 
ter's mate. «<hi, %0it;'liii6aelf jibout 

the houses' and vbufldiiigs Of Cuddalone, examined all the 
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the commanding officer at Negapatam to. release the 
' French ssnlgeOns. As . Sir EyreCoote at this time was in* 
vested by the governor-general and: council with a» full and 
iinparticipated power Jin all military concerns and operations, 
his Lordship tarred for. a cartel.’ • The 

general. hi Us. aejj^toi 'that" the cartel 

should include thh pri^M^wien % .Hy^er Asli in; the ac~ 
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W?cy should hear that the English admiral had proceeded <o 
the other side of India, and probahlv without waiting for 
that event, had prevailed on Sir Eyre Coote to send a 
detachment to that garrison of three hundred men under the 
command of Colonel Fullarton. This reinforcement, joined i«» 
the force already there, might, he conceived, give a favorable 
turn to affairs in the Trichenopoly country,- where, for some 
time past, they had worn' but a deplorable aspect, the gar¬ 
risons arid the inhabitants being equally distressed for provi¬ 
sions, and our forde too weak to show itself in the field against 
Tippoo Saheb; the troops were likewise greatly in arrear of 
pay; and at Tanjore there was an immediate, prospect of 
famine. On the 3d October intelligence was received from 
Colonel Fullarton, of the intention of the enemy to attack 
Negapatam. A council was immediately summoned, at 
which the admiral assisted. It was now proposed and una¬ 
nimously agreed that, if the information should prove to be 
Correct., the squadron should proceed to its relief. Sir Ed-, 
ward however thought fit to doubt the truth of the intelligence, 
and observed, that he could Hardly be ready for sea before 
the 15th of the month, and that then it would be his duty 
to proceed round Ceylon without attempting the relief of 
Negapatam, even if it should be attacked. The following 
morning Lord Macartney received a letter from Mr. Sullivan, 
dated the 3d October at Negapatam, advising that seventeen 
sail of the enemy's ships were then in sight. , A gentleman 
likewise landed at Madras from Tranquebar, which he left on 
the 3d, who infomed Lord Macartney that Negapatam' was 
actually attacked; that after he was embarked he had re¬ 
ceived a letter from the shore, in which it was stated, that 
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{seventeen sail of ships were in the road, and had been firing 
at the fort for three hours. The committee upon this lost no 
time in making a requisition to the admiral to proceed imme¬ 
diately to the relief of Kegnpatam ; but Sir Edward Hughes 
declined to comply with it, and let them know that, lie ad¬ 
hered to his former determination to proceed direct to 
Bombay. 


The government of Madras' had now before it an awful 
and humiliating .prospect. The British admiral retiring to 
the ether side of the peninsula, and abandoning to their fate 
the whole of the Company’s possessions on the coast of Coro¬ 
mandel, at a moment too when threatened with famine; 
leaving behind him an active enemy in possession oi a secure 
harbor, and a fleet which, though four times conquered, was 
actually engaged in attacking the most important of the 
Company’s garrisons; a fleet which had assuredly suffered 
greater damage than the English in every engagement, winch, 
since the last action, had lost one of its best ships (the 
I/Orient) on a rock going into the harboi of Trincoinalee, 
and winch came out of that port so ill relittcd, that another 
of its line of battle ships was run ashore at Cuddaloiv to pro 
vent her from sinking. Convinced, as every reasonable man 
in the settlement was, of the fatal consequences oi the admi¬ 
rals determination, but not convinced of its access'll v. Lord 
Macartney felt it his duty to urge every argument, which, in 
his opinion, ought to have weight with him against carrying- 
into execution a measure which threatened such dreadful 
consequence.^ to the Company's interests; but Sir Edward 
Hughes still norsistud iu his determination. 
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! Information was now received by tlic president from Mr. 
Sullivan the resident at Tanjore, that ’ Sir Richard Bickerton 
liad arrived at Bombay-and sailed again for Madras. The 
admiral observed, that he also had received similar infonna- 

i 

tion from the same quarter, but it was so vague that lie did 
jiot believe it to be true, and that he could not detain the 
fleet, on swell authoritv. On the l'ith a letter was received 
express from Bengal, stating that Mr. Ritchie the mad no sur¬ 
veyor would undertake to conduct Ids majesty’s ships in 
salctv to a proper anchoring place in the entrance of the. 
Bengal river. This letter conveyed pretty clearly the senti¬ 
ments of the Bengal government, as to the necessity of the 
British squadron remaining on the east side of the penin¬ 
sula. If was immediatelv communicated to the admiral, who. 
at the same lime, was told, “ That as tin. safety of the set- 

V 

14 tlcmcnt, and with it immediately that of the whole coast of 
“ Coromandel, was a matter of the highest concern, nothin"- 
*• should prevent the committee from fulfilling their public 
“ duty in acquainting him with the state -of their sup- 
plies on which that safety must depend ; that the rice then 
u at the presidency did not exceed thirty thousand hays; the 
“ quantity ailoat in the roads amounted only to thirty thou- 
u sand bags; the monthly consumption was, a' tin: least, 
“ equal to fifty thousand bags; that their sole dependence 
u for the preservation of the settlement was on the supplies 
« expect cd by sea, and then supposed to be on their way; 
“ that llie number of boats for the daily service of his mju;:- 
14 tlrou had, in a great measure, deprived them of the mea;H 
« of landing the grain from the vessels already in the road , 
** those vessels, and the others which might arrhein future. 
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“ would be exposed to the utmost hazard from the enemy 
“ they should be left to the inadequate protection of frigates 
“ only; that the fate impending, in such case, over the most 
“important possessions to the Company and to the state 
“ could neither be doubtful nor distant; that it might there- 
« fore be worthy of his consideration, whether the squadron 

j * , , 

“should not remain in a proper station, at least, during a 
“ time sufficient’ for the landing under its protection the pro- 
“ visions already in the road, and those on their way from the 
“ northward ; .and it was added that, at all events, if the 
“ whole quantity were already landed it would still be very 
“ inadequate to their wants/* 


1 l t , t ' * 

The morning of the 15th October threatened an approach¬ 
ing storm, upon which the squadron put .to sea and disap¬ 
peared. The settlement Was now doomed to experience a 
new and most severe misfortune. The gale speedily com¬ 
menced and continued to blow with increasing violence till 
midnight. Several large .vessels, and among them the Hert¬ 
ford Indiamap, were driven ashore, others foundered at their 
anchors, craft, amounting to nearly one 

hundred in nurnberf Were either sunk or stranded in the 
course of the night; v morning presented a 

most melancholy jspccUcle; the ;was covered yith wreck 
and dead bodies ; and the whole of the rice, amounting to 
thirty thousand^bn^, was irretrievablylfet This drcadful blow 
seemed to be decisive of the fate of t! the presidency. Even 
the firm mind of Lord IMacartney was shaken," and defi^onil- 
cnc/^3sse<| oii everyhowever Was not 
inaciidh. asu$&red' !ta he lost 
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berating what measures should be taken for averting the des¬ 
perate necessity of surrendering or abandoning Fort St. 
George to the enemy. But whatever measures might be re¬ 
solved upon, the government had the melancholy truth before 
if, that no human effort could prevent the,fate, which the 
certain and immediate prospect of famine presented to the 
miserable inhabitants of the settlement. In consequence of 
the dreadful ravages committed by Ilydev’s army, the black 

' |, • ' i 

town had, for some time before, been crowded with people, 
who had lied thither for refuge from all parts of the country. 
Their lands overrun, their habitations burnt, their cattle car¬ 
ried off, deprived of all means of cultivation, dreading the 
return of that enemy from whom they fled,-they had directed 
their steps to the capital of the province* in the hope of pro¬ 
tection, and the chance of subsistence. Some of these un¬ 
happy creatures had again left the town and reached those 
parts of* the country which had escaped the devastation of 
i&e enemy, when positive orders were sent by government to 


feed; and protect them ; but these bore only a small propor¬ 
tion" to the vast multitudes whi&fa remained in the town, and 

1 ' ' ' > * ' *1 . , , 

of which hundreds now began daily to perish/ To the horrors 
of a> famine was superadded the dread pf a pestilence," which 
was* only prevented by the activity and vigilance of govern¬ 
ment, in causing to be collected and piled in darts such of 
the dead bodies of the wretched sufferers as had failed and 

‘ * ' ' ' , ' ‘ i , . V '' ' ‘ ‘ x ' 1 J i' 

expired in the streets, or carried, thither out of the houses, to 
, be conveyed, to the place of idterment. The number thus 
collected and borne out of the town to be buried in large 
trenches made for the purpose, is said tp hive been not less 
'^ibr-adverb!-weeks than from twelve to fifteen hundred a week. 
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The calm resignation approaching to apathy with which th? 
patient Hindoos submitted to, this most dreadful of human 
calamities, and the firmness with which they pertinacious!}' re¬ 
fused, under every circumstance of distress, to taste of ani¬ 
mal ibod while languishing and dying for want of sustenance, 
rather than violate one of the leading principles of their faith, 
exhibitedan instance of self-denial which, how much soever we 
may be disposed to condemn, we cannot well rdusp to admire; 
it formed a striking contrast with the conduct of the Maho- 
medan natives who, clinging tenaciously to life, were fre¬ 
quently seen, as an intelligent‘officer e dms observed. “ dig- 
“ gmg in the entrails of^a dead carrion’’ to prolong for a few 
days, perhaps only a few hours* their miserable existence 


The disaster that had happened to the ships in the road 
rendered it necessary, in the first instance, to cause a notice 
to be given in the most public manner, and.,in’ all the lan¬ 
guages spoken by the various classes and nations in Madras, 
that no grain could for the future be issued for the consump¬ 
tion of the inhabitant's from the public stock, as had hitherto 
been done; and to warn all.peisons not provided with a suf¬ 
ficiency of grain for themselves and families, until supplies 
might be expected to arrive the following year from the north¬ 
ward, to leave Madras immediately. M the same time it 




* Colonel Fdllarton. 

x ' k * ' 

f it would be difficult to form any estimate that could be relied on as accufnte 
of .the depopulation of the CJaraatic, in consequence of Hyder’s invasion, by sick* 
n.'sa, J»y -famine, and by the sword. Mr. GreviJle, on the authority of-an eye¬ 
witness^ the, miseries of that unfortunate country, states it, (in Ids British Italia 
dualized) souls, , a number that, in f all probability, is not exaggerated. 
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JPHas sigmtied that all such, as availed themselves of this sum¬ 
mons, would be furnished with a certain quantity of rice, 
and conducted under an escort towards the northern pro¬ 
vinces which had suffered least from the devastation of the 
enemy, and where directions wbuld be sent to provide for 
their subsistence. The army was immediately reduced to a 
very small allowance, calculated to such a quantity every 
day as would enable the whole to last till the probable arrival 
of new supplies. Upwards of twenty thousand rations of 
grain were provided for the daily consumption of the troops 
and followers, and a sufficiency for all other persons actually 
employed,- or necessary to be retained, in the service of the 
garrison of Tort St. George in the event of a siege. Lord Ma¬ 
cartney set the example of sending away all the superfluous 
servants about the government house, his horses, palankeen 
bearers, and every* person who was not absolutely necessary 
to be kept; and the humanity of government and of indivi¬ 
duals was constantly exercised in devising means for mitigat¬ 
ing, as much as possible* the - dreadful calamity that had be¬ 
fallen the city ; in consequence of which nourishment was 
distributed daily to several thousands under the walls of 
Madras. 


It afforded but little consolation to Lprd Macartney, after 
having in vain opposed the admiral’s resolution of going to 
llombay, to find by a letter from him, dated the 17th of 
November, that he now began, to feel so far the incautious- 
ness of the,step he had taken as to regret that winds and 
currents had rendered iV impossible for Jiirn to return. This 
after-thought of the admiral could avail but little now; had 
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lie been • of tlie sa me opinion on the l6th October,' the aSH 

i r r 

after the gale, when in, his letter of that date, written off 
Sadras, he still declares his intention of proceeding to Bom¬ 
bay to relit, without the least mention of any inclination to 
return to Madras, the presence of a superior and victorious 
fleet might have prevented many of the melancholy conse¬ 
quences which were the result of the coast of Coromandel 
being left wholly unprotected. Had he then returned, he 
would have been joined by Sir Bichard Bickerton who, four 
days after his departure, arrived at Madras ; but who, after 
speaking the Juno from the admiral's fleet, immediately again 
put to sea. 

* 

To add to the accumulation of distress"and difficulty, the 
whole arm)' was now encamped in the neighborhood of 
Madras, their pay six months in arrear. Sir Eyre Coote in¬ 
capable of continuing in the command, and actually em¬ 
barked for Bengal, and General Stuart at the head of the 
forces. Independent of every other misfortune, Lord 
Macartney had long seen with pain the danger to which the 
Company's possessions w r ere exposed, while those entrusted 
with the care of them had no control over the forces sent for 
their protection. It was of little avail to gain victories while 
an Indian enemy ravaged the Carnatic, and an European foe 
tiiumplied on the seas. He conceived that something more 
than a mere defensive war was necessary to be waged, in 
order to secure a safe and honorable peace; but to all his 
proposals and plans innumerable difficulties were raised and 
obstacles thrown in the way. From' the moment of his arri¬ 
val in India heticsan to experience those evils which might 

• - ' 8 -r : * * 
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be expected to arise out of the unparticipated au- 
. thority vested in the commander in chief of the forces; and 
he took the earliest occasion of stating his opinion both to 
the Bengal government who had conferred it, and to the 
Court of Directors, of the fatal consequences which might be 
apprehended from such a delegation of power. He had .even 
suggested a remedy for the inconveniences that Vere felt 
from this divided authority. “ Let the commanders in 
“chief,” says he, “ of his majesty's land and naval forces 
“ have each a seat and voice in the select committees of the 
“ different presidencies, and let them be equally bound with 
“ any other member to execute the resolutions of the majo- 
“ rity.” The navy indeed has always been considered to act 
distinctly and independently of the civil government in the 
colonies, but the army hal. myariably been placed under the 
civil power wherever such power existed. A different system, 
however, or, more correctly speaking, a total want of system 
with regard to the military, prevailed in India. . 


\ , 1 • ‘ i * j 1 j " i 1 i* k ' "■ h ^ * 

As a great part of the difficulties, against which Lord 
Macartney had to struggle, were occasioned by the unwar- 
rantahle powers partly assumed by and 
king’s officers serving in India, it will be 
more particular, Vthnugh a summaryj 
the;c^duet,''qf ; tKe ^mandw^^ rT: „ 

influence they bad upon; t 

which "it ' ithose 
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The lute governor and committee of Madras, who had mad&s 
no provision for the war until Ilyder Ali had penetrated to 
the very centre of the Carnatic, terrified at the storm that 
was ready to burst upon them, were glad to transfer to Sir 
Eyre Cootc, who had been sent from Bengal, the whole con- 
duct of the war, and thus get rid, as they imagined, of a 
considerable share of ti e responsibility. Lord Macartney 
finding on his,arrival matters thus circumstanced, concluded, 

that it, did not remain for him to consider whether, on gene- 

* 

ral grounds, it was justifiable or safe to enlarge the powers 
vested by the court of directors in the commander of theif 
forces: but whether from the use that was made, in the pre¬ 
sent instance, of such a delegation, the interest of the Com¬ 
pany was most likely to be affected by the continuance 01 
the revocation of if. He dearly perceived the grand evil o. 
such a system ; he saw there could be no immediate nor 
effectual check on the consumption and expenses of the army 
which, by speedily exhausting its resources, was soon arrested 
in its progress. The licensed followers of an arm/ of about 
ten thousand men are stated to have been more than thirty 
thousand ; these necessarily took from the fund of food, of 


pay, of cariiage, fronvtliefighting men. The bullocks with 
the army for tram anddrah^ht, were seldom fewer than one 
for every soldier, yet wete declared by the commander in 
chief not to be half sufficient for conveying its provisions and 
ammunition; yet they consisted sometimes of as many thou* 
sands as there were, hundreds accompanying those British 
troop^ which, little j^ctipt^red with baggage or attendants, 
fixed phr dominion in, lordship ggave Sir 
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5 yre Cootc the credit to suppose, that his zeal for the service 
was abundantly strong to incline him to the correction of 
those abuses; but he could not at the same time avoid 
perceiving that, from the indulgence of his nature towards 
the companions of his labours, front a fondness of military 
popularity, and perhaps also from that decline in the vigor of 
his mind, which sometimes follows ill health, those evils were 
still likely to continue.' lie was aware that the utmost ten- 

V , A , 

derness was to be used on the part of the civil government in 
attempting to restore that system of simplicity and economy, 
which the state of their resources so imperiously demanded; 
and though the unwammtable delegation of power was revo¬ 
cable at pleasure ; yet out of respect for the experience and 
abilities of Sir Eyre Coote and his Jong services in India, he 
was unwilling to propose" rescinding any resolution of the 
former government, by which a confidence was implied or a 
compliment conveyed. lie conceived moreover that it Would 
£jeYor the good of tlie service td ‘continue to the commander 
in chief the §ame uncontrolled latitude, in which his temper 
had been indulged , both as to the plan and conduct, as well 
as the execution of all the military operations of the main 
army, rather than incur the hazard of any leraporaVy incou- 
venience that might he occasioned through ill humor dr dis- 
gust by pursuing a contrary line o£ conduct,! And sO'Jscru- 
. piiloiisly did he adhere to this J tfe'dt in o 

expedient, cotifbfmably Wit^^&fedtions,., >>*- 

session of ; $Sfegppatra^ iCoiyte?. t&jmfflt’ fit to 


e Coote fch* 
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taken from the main army for this purpose. It could not be^ 
supposed however that a person of Sir Eyre Coote's hasty 
teitiper would readily forgive the success of an expedition, of 
which he had reprobated the plan, pronounced the failure, 
and disclaimed the responsibility. In fact, from that moment 
lie appears to have let no Opportunity slip of teazing the 
committee with complaints,, or casting animadversions on 
tlieir proceedings. Still however Lord Macartney was re¬ 
solved to make no alteration in the powers that had been 
entrusted to him, ftor in any respect to withdraw the confi¬ 
dence his predecessors had placed in him; and he exerted 
every nerve to anticipate his wishes by supplying the army 
with money, provisions, and draught; cattle. Indeed, it 
evidently appears through their whole correspondence, that 
Jx>rd Macartney was strongly disposed to show this veteran 
officer cvyry possible mark o£ regard and respect. His mo¬ 
mentary sallies of ill humor he was willing to attribute to a 
natural hastiness of temper, disappointments, arid ill health, 
convinced that in liis coojer and'fixed sentiments he would 
be him tliajt jnMice to which he was entitled. 

« I : hi* lordship, > arty sharp expression 

“ which In fact, I court him like a 

“ nustrcsis, and liumot » but with; all this I 

“ We ajmosfi sincere honor him highly. 

*. “-But I $Wed at.tel ^|>p»ji UW>n of his military 


hfpi those v^hri 

an^l^Sr P ubIic • cha - 

i^stium^rit f malignity • 




tl fcii*lSL2LdlA •** Ml* flfi -a mnm. At JM. t 
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lias been and shall be good humor and good breeding on 
my part But it appears that every attempt to conciliate 
him was fruitless so long as his ill advisers remained by his side. 
He was determined to be dissatisfied, refused to attend the 
consultations, and found fault with every measure; that was 
proposed. On some occasion where it does not appear that 
he had any thing specific to allege, he complained in gene- 
ral terms to the governor and council of Bengal of interfer¬ 
ence in his authority, and threatened to lay down the com¬ 
mand unless he should be invested, with full and absolute 
* ■ , ’ 

power to act in all cases without consulting the committee. 


In consequence of this cbmplaint, the/governor-general 
and council,' who had already manifested a kind of jealousy 
towards the new Madras government, for reasons which will 
be noticed hereafter, thought iit to direct, or as they artfully 
express it, earnestly to recommend, that an, unparticipated 
cdtomiand over all the forces in tlie Carnatic should be ab 
lowed to Sir Eyre Coote to the utmost possible extent of his 
wishes. In this letter to the government of Madras tljey re¬ 
mark, that they perceive the great difficulties they (tlie 
committee) had to sthjggte with in 
its operations in ‘ 

' that, notwithstanding their 

cestoid 'TC&9Hp <Mr 

Eyt« ■ 

■" .under his 'had 

been _ gained, oyer- ^d vice 

* Extract of % ' Ocorge. 
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they should use all the tenderness and delicacy winch 
came them upon a subject of which they profess '''haveno 
adequate materials to found a certain judgment; yet, they . 
that for the sake of expressing their sentiments more folly 
they would suppose! every case alluded to, to exist m its ex¬ 
treme as the grounds of their conclusion upon them, 1 hey 

then proceed to observe, that the general had complained o 
them of an interference in his command winch, if •>«* - 

moved, apd all the military operations-m the Carnatic left t 
Ws sole and- exclusive, conduct and control, be hod 
ened to relinquish his situation. “Me do not, say y, 

“ pretend to inquire into the groumls of this complaint, in¬ 
deed we are better pleased that we are destitute of the c\ t- 

“ ill founded, than solicitous to obtain it. e see u one 
« single instance, in which the great importance of its object 
« and its complete success will justify the greatest .rregu a, ty 
“ admitting that any was committed in the mode in winch 1 
“ wai executed; We allude to the siege and capture^o %ega- 
« rfitam. - Whether there are any Other causes for bn Ly.c 
« Cbotc’s dis^ltiSfactioin, besides the above, we know not, 

t?lll ofer 4iui«« foe^nend 

beg you wai rcfcelvie i^ il ^od part. <? 11 

“much is due to the unexampled zeal and exertions of the 
“ present commander in chi^ i confidence whtcU 

A W e arc Soured the army reposes q» ? his; command, and so 

« much depenjls, jo all operations^ wflr, on urn ormi^. 

W ** do m#«t earnestly- tecom- 

SA-vnu thaf iit Eire goote’s wishesra this point may 


sc 
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P will allow him an unparticipated command over all the 
“ forces acting under your .authority in the Carnatic*/* 

«v 

They further observe, that they are sensible every govern¬ 
ment must possess an ultimate and overruling authority, 
and that the right of exercising such authority must also be 
invariable and perpetual; that cases may .happen in which 
the instant interposition of that authority may be necessary 
for the safety of the state without a participation jnr even a 
communication with the person entrusted with the military 
command ; • that it will depend on the judgment of the 
Madras government, to determine,'when cases of weight and 
urgency demand their sole and separate interposition; that 
however, in some cases, the power of conducting military 
operations might be even extended to the commander in 
chief; such, for instance,'as in the conciliation of thev do 

’ • , , ,f "W , ■ ,; v , ; 

pendent chiefs of the Carnatic; the acceptance of terms 
offered by those of the enemy, and, in general, such other 
Vets as do not fall within the express line of military com¬ 
mand, but which may contribute to the success of its opera- 
rations, either by adding strength to pur arms, or weakening 
those which may be opposed to them ; that in all such cases 
the officer who is charged: with the conduct of tho Jtyiur. 
nti'rk^rinUir if' he ' has shown himself deservih# 


cspecially if he .' has 'Shown ‘liimiself ■ 

dence in an eminent degree, - an 

implicit discretion. 'And '-after; theif hpp$ that 

the advice is sufficiently'-gtia^MtocSn on 
themselves/to offer, of any 

. cause which could 'the^gdrN?^i$£ffi|p]easure, 


Extract of a letter from the goirertoorrgcneral and cotindl of Bengal to the presi¬ 
dent and select committee of Fop St* Georgs, dated I ith March, 1782. 
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excepting one which reflected great credit on the 
government, they proceed to observe, « Were we to adopt 
« the ostensible and artificial language of that prudence 
« which dictates to the minds of men the sole preservation 
.. of their own personal characters, by acting under the 
“ cover of prescribed forms, without regard to public con- 
« sequences, we might avail ourselves of the powers with 
“ which the court of, directors have lately invested us over the 
« other presidencies; to take the lead in all their inditary and 
“ political operations, an4 of the peremptory orders given by 
“them to the other presidencies, to pay an implicit obedi- 
« ence to otir injunctions; but the exercise of such a pnvi- 
“ lege might prove as‘ungrateful to you as it would be pam- 
« ful to ourselves, and we know it to be unnecessary. We 
“ do net command ;: we only recommend; and this degree of 
«intfence is ashiihed by, us more with a view to lessen 
« the weight of your responsibility, by taking on ourselves a 
“ considerable portion, of it in so hazardous a service, and m 
« '.tM-mg perhaps: smne dev.atmn from he 

'l. ft. . it i L. > . v l . f t V 


> 


A. * r . ,*, 

judgnient.^n f . -— 

, On'ofcyo^ artM, y 

it se&lesignedtr, cmbarrasa%e.Madras government, 
i $ ei ri oro/i in rfldmilwi onl v*?itt .ordiDiiry dll* 


migtit nave neen consideired to ret^e only «p ordinary an- 

"from'*t!ie and council nf Betfgal to the 

George, datsdiith March, 17**.' 
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sijthe eye, and as it was written at the very moment when Lord 
..Macartney's private secretary, Mr* Staunton, was living in 
Mr. Hastings’s house, and receiving the fullest assurances of 
liis determination to co-operate with and support all his 
Lordship's measures, and to act with cordiality, friendship, 
and affection towards him, it was deemed proper to take such 
notice of it as the embarrassing situation into which it threw' 
the Company’s Government at Madras seemed to demand. 
Previously however to any public answer being returned, it 
may be observed, that on some orders being received at 
Madras, which followed close on the heels of this letter, re¬ 
specting the necessity of sending a detachment of troops to 
Bombay, the Madras government expressed, in reply, its en¬ 
tire approbation of the wisdom. of the plan, and its earnest 
wishes to promote it; but tney observed that as ( all the mili¬ 


tary powers and some others that were not military had been 
vested by the letter from Bengal of the 11th March in the 
commander in chief, the ancient and constitutional system, by 
whose undivided energy government was formerly enabled to act, 
subsisted no longer; and that the Madras government was 
thereby deprived of. the means of enforcing their wishes. The 
gentlemen of the supreme council, alarjned at this early’proof 
of the ill consequences of their undue interference thus ope¬ 
rating to their own disadvantage^ and ashamed probably at 
their rash and unguarded 'decisigi^fS^ 6 by their ownWowal 

i * aV. >* it 1 '.L. — - — 4.. ^ .dnk'k-*'iii'ViA' ■ ^ 4* 1 a a 


-they ■ ■ stiwPwT® 


if-fit to retract* the powers 


'at least, to absolve the 
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Madras government from obeying the orders contained 
their former letter; endeavoring however, at the same time, 
with their usual ambiguity of argument and expression, to 
qualify their former opinions, and make them convey a dif¬ 
ferent sense from what they could bear. In reply to these two 
contradictory letters of the 11th March" and 4th July, the 
select committee felt it their duty Jp enter into a long and mi¬ 
nute investigation, of , their own and Sir Eyre Coote’s conduct 
from the time of Lord Macartney’s arrival at Madras. They 
point out, from the general’s own letters, how ready he was, 
on every occasion, to do justice to the committee and espe¬ 
cially to the president, “ whose zeal and exertions,” he ob¬ 
serves, “ for the support of a distressed cause had far ex- 
“ ceeded their merited success?’ On their part, they add, 
they were not only, willing to satisfy him by their exertions 
when he wished for assistance, but by their forbearance as 


mtidh as possible in others where lie wished to act without 

cont&ml or interference. “ We had much reliance,” they said, 

« orfthp good effects of his experience, abilities, and repu- 

“ ta^b^;'?w^w^re sensible of the. value of that confidence 

« which the^e|>oys placed in his bravery and good fortune. 

14 His presencewas thought necessary to inspire them with 

44 confidence also in themselves, which was supposed to liave 

“ been shaken by the disaster that had happened to Colonel 

44 Bailie’s detachment. The generap influcncc might be 6s- 

w sential to keep troops together order, to whppi 

"arrears had been due several ap'd infir- 

" mities might, we ''knejy,^adgrd;mmi 

“ ties of desjring to cfaii tfo conmiaad fij^ilisSatisi, 

2 
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faction lie might feel from go\ eminent. Those* infninitios 
“ and that age ; the irritability occasioned by former contest*, 
“ with the civil power; the warmth and extreme sensibility 
of his tempo?, which he indefd acknowledges and lameuts, 
“ warned us of the danger,^gjLjgaiitioncd us against the oc- 
“ casion of giving him an y t «j^Bw , tion. We therefore not 
“ only furnished to his demRRs, with the seat and exertion 
“which he mentions, but we allowed the general k order in 
“ his favor to remain m full force; satisfied with apologizing 
to our employers in general terms, as well as w r c were abk. 
“ for this forbearance from the exercise of part of the dut\ 
“ we had undertaken to discharge; with a promise however 
“of ceasing such forbearance whenever w r e should percenc 
“ that it would be for their essential interest wc should do 

t 

“ so. This determination to court aiid humor a veteran and 
“ valuable commander, w r e soon experienced, was riot to be 
“ maintained without many sacrifices. We were neither con- 
*• suited nor made acquainted with Uie general's designs. The 
“ management and expenditure of the army vere points that 
44 approached too closely to his new prorogate e to be exa- 
“ mined or controlled by ns without risking to provoke him. 
“ It was even with the utmost tenderness that we expressed 
« our anxious w ish fc?r his presence and assistance at our 
“ board, of which he was,a member; and even when we saw 
“ the possibility pf a famine amongst us, it was in vein that 
44 we requested he would epmrtyuaicate so much of his* pro- 
“ spects and intentions, iri ^jjlajion to the avmy under liis 
« command, as might propof for our guidance in foe moa- 
« sures to be pursued" for tie safety mi subsistence of the 
“ settlement.” v - 

u 2 
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They then proceed to state that even when they under¬ 
took the expedition against Negapatam, Sir Eyre Coote ex¬ 
pressed his happiness that Sir Hector Munro's health would 
allow of his umici taking the command, as he was sure he 
could not fail of success 
begun the general, on re 



owever when the siege was 
;etter front Colonel Bnuth- 


waitc, then for the first tfifil||Kitared to Lord Macartney, 
that it was not consonant with his ideas to attack Negupa- 
tani, and that he was not <sorry in being relieved from so 
great a part of his burden by the orders sent from the com¬ 
mittee to the southward; and that he concerted himself ex¬ 
onerated from all responsibility in that quarter; that lie took 
care however, on finding that the enterprise was likely to suc¬ 
ceed, to appoint agents, on the part of the army, tor the cap¬ 
tures, though he had not furnished a single man from the 
main army for the purpose. And that when the success wa» 
inade known of an expedition, undertaken by the ci\ il go¬ 
vernment without the assistance but with the knowledge 
and, at first, the apparent concurrence, of the military com¬ 
mander in chief (though be Jaltcily atinoun *ed its danger 
and impolicy, and disclaimed its responsibility) and of which 
the pnvale benefit w r as likely to be distiibuted contrary to 
lus wishes, he ga\-e them notice that his bad state of health 
jequired a change of air and a relaxation fiom business, and. 
that he meant to proeeed immediately to Bengal. After 
taking a complete \iew of every transaction connected with 
military affairs, and proving mostsatiifectotily that,.except in* 
the instance of the Dutch settlements, uo interference whnt- 
ever had been used on the part'of the committee with the 
command of Sh E\ re Coote, tliey proceed to state, <¥ As by 

7 / 
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44 a letter from the court of directors you are to take the 
“ lead ip all military operations, wo thought ourselves hound 
“ to account with you for our silence or our defects on such 
“ subjects: but wo were conscious of our own authority, had 
44 we thought it expedient to exert it, over Sir Eyre Coote , 
44 and theiefore had no occasion to make, in relation to him, 
44 any reference to your board. Yuu acknowledge, in your let- 
44 ter of the 11th March, tl\o receipt of our proceedings. You 
“ are pleased to tell us you have read them with attention ; 
44 that attention must have discovered tp you iu them the ua- 
<e ture and tendency of our conduct; you must there ha\ ( 
44 observed our forbearance from military control, and mu 
44 confidence in Sir Eyre Coote. He assures us that his re- 
44 monstrances to you spoke only to points publickly written 
44 on to this committee, enclosing his Letters and our oumvcis 
44 on the different heads, all which are among those proceed- 
44 ings which you have attentively read. You tell us posi- 
** tively you see but one instance of interference, on the part 
44 of our government, in his general command, which intcr- 
“ fcrcncc -you think the importance of its object and ns rom- 
44 plete success would, even if it had* been iiregular, have 
44 rendered justifiable ; and which reflects a credit on our “ad • 
44 ministration. In all other instances he appears to lipve 
“ acted without control; vet you toll us that lie has com- 
« plained in strong terms of our interference. His com- 
« plaint must therefore, and is indeed acknowledged to ro- 
,« late to that act alone which you consider as justifiable. A- 
“ we were guilty of it by the exertion of that overruling au- 
M ferity inherent in^pty government when* in our judg- 
“ meet- as in yottfSjJft wfws* pVppft'* to exerted it, tin 
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“ source of such complaint could not be removed, and Sir 
“ Eyre Coote’s wishes in this point gratified to their fullest 
“ possible extent, according to your desire, unless we forbore 
“ from exercising that authority even when, in our judgment, 
“ we were called upon to exercise it 

» 

“.The reserve which you are pleased to make of our inler- 
“ position in cases of weight and urgency must be therefore 
“ merely speculative, not only as likely to militate with the 
“ possible wishes of Sir Eyre Coote, most earnestly reconi- 
“ mended by your board to be gratified to their fullest extent, 
“ but actually militating with his actual wishes, conmnini- 
“ rated by you to us, for a sole aud exclusive conduct and 
“Control, without any-exception or reserve whatsoever; nor 
“ is it perfectly clear to us that while you suffered yOvir letter 
“ of the lltli March to remain in its full force, a corn - 
“mander in chief, at the head of his army, with the in Au¬ 
dience and under the sanction which that letter ggve him,, 
“ and who had insisted uppn the sole and exclusive control as 
“ tliecondition of his command, "would have been verv ready 
“ to agree with us on the propriety of our interposition in that 
“ control, or, to carry into execution any of oUr directions. 
“We acknowledge thatyresaw these consequences from a 
“ compliance with your desireSki We Fclt, at the same time. 


“ as we'ought to have done. all the delicacy and attention 
? towards, with which they were Conveyed to us under the 
^ name of inost ,earnest mcomni^^ti^s';>nb re 
♦'Unattended 
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" been intended to operate, not upon our understanding but 

“ our obedience. We knew that, in the common intercourse 

“ of business, a compliance is expected, without having used 

“ the harsh expression of command. It was not difficult to 

“ foresee that any delay in that obedience might -be con- 

“ stmed into a jealousy of the power which required it, and 

* 

“ into a consequent reluctance of yielding to it. We find too 
“ that any objection, which we might have urged against it, 
“ w as liable to be attributed to passions, under the impulse of 
“ which you, who are a collective body as numerous as we 
“ are, candidly observe, that collective bodies sometimes act 
“ w itliout being sensible of doing so. 

“ It would at any rate have been an unhandsome return 
“ for your tenderness in the e ;crcise of your authority, and a* 
“ flagrant abuse of your literal expressions, if we had pro* 
“ tended to reject what you consider yourselves, and in the 
“*ame letter acquaint us that you w ere empowered to coni- 
“ mand, merely because you had been pleased to deliver 
“ it in the form of recommendation or advice: but to guard 
“ us against the possibility of such a misconduct, you take 
“ the trouble of reminding us, in giving us this advice, of the 
“ peremptory orders transmitted to us by the court of dircc- 
“ tors to pay an implicit obedience to your requisitions; the 
“ reason you give, beside the paiufulness of it to yourselvejs, 
“ for not exercising, in this instance, the powers so,granted 
“ to you, that you knew it to be unnecessary, sufficiently 
“ forewarned us of its exercise when it should cease to bo 
“unnecessary. We could not therefore, ^ on the attentive 
“ consideration which it became us to give to your letter. 



15 * 


PUBLIC LIFE OF THE 


“ mistake its real meaning of strict obedience, notwithstand* 

“ ing the apparent latitude left,to us in some parts of it; and, 

“ at any rate, we were thus reduced by it to the alternative 

“ of yielding up at once, and, in all instances, the exercise 

“ and operation of our own judgment in the direction of the 

“ forces intended for our protection, and placed by our etn- 

“ ployers under our authority, as well as of political measures 

“ necessary for our safety and welfare; or of preparing for the 

“ reception of orders peremptorily expressed from you to do 

“so.In complying therefore with the transfer of mch a 

“ general and comprehensive authority to the commander of 

“ our forces, who was before but an individual member of 

“ our board, we plainly saw that, though we should eonti- 

“ nue to be in office, we should no longer be in government.” 

* 

After commenting at length, in a \cry able manner, on the 
ill consequences that had already resulted, and must neces- 
sarily continue to result from the impolitic transfer of all au¬ 
thority to the commander of the forces, they proceed to ob¬ 
serve, “ It was, no doubt, the idea of benciit to tlie service 
“ which induced you tto pronounce immediately upon the 
“ partial application of ‘Sir JPlyre Coote, though you profess 
“ not to have inquired into,the grounds of his complaints, 

“ to have no adequate materials for pronouncing a judgment 
“ on the occasion, and are'destitute of the evidence requisite 
“ to forqi it. We who have Well too much influenced by 
“ the dread of that Officer’s quilting 1 tjbe. command of the 
“array on this coast/must make indeed a large allowance 
« fbr your endeavor to ^ retain him in "it• His loqcflaud rc- * 
“ complaint# of some acts of yotfr'boafd, 'during his 
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44 absence from Bengal, might have indeed been some argn- 
44 ment of bis disposition to complaint, but from thence 
44 cannot be surprised if you should not be anxious for his 
44 return to his seat in that presidency. We still are willing to 
44 flatter ourselves that a sense of the public danger, and a 
44 regard to private honor will be sufficient to prevent a sol* 
“ dier fiom deserting the service of his country ; and that ho 
“ will be satisfied with the conditions on which he had en- 
46 gaged, and the further indulgencies he has experienced in 
44 it* without insisting upon 4he gratification of a sole and 
44 exclusive, and, as it calls for an unusual term in our lan- 
44 guage, aii imperatorial control, extended, in fact, as you 
44 ha\e found to be the necessary consequence, to all or 
44 the most essential branches of the government. 

* 

44 In yielding to this new control we thought it an inoflfen- 
** sive and, at any rate, an indispensable act of duty in us to 
44 warn,, on ins accession, the possessor of it with whatever 
44 wisdom, discretion, and moderation he might be supposed 
44 to be endued, of that responsibility which must ever ac«, 
44 company the exercise of delegated authority; and from 
44 which, as from that exercise, we were in the same moment 
44 and in the same proportion, absolutely discharged.^ But 
44 we fear you have given us more credit for caution than we 
44 deserve in the selection you suppose we had made" of the 
44 terms used by us to Sir 5%tejC3qpte, with a view to conceal 
44 our consideration of y^i^rocom*»^ndation as ,cO*fcfoands, 
44 for we mqst havc-plajjily enough betrayed opr construction 
44 of them, by acknowlpdgip^t^at our compliance with them 
44 arose from our sepaie^Of duty to our empldyersand our 
vxul . i. , v ' a 
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express mention of the responsibilities necessarily implied" 
in the powers that were the object of your letter, and 
which must be both equally exclusive, was no indication of 
our having voluntarily acceded to it. For, in telling us, - 
\\ bother as ap advice, recommendation, or command, that, 
for the good of the state, the general is to act without our 

concurrence; but that we are to concur in answering fm 

* 

those acts; that he is to ha^e an i(nparticipated command, 
but a participated responsibility—you advance a doctrine 
so extraordinary, so unjust and inadmissible, that we can 
scarcely give credit to those senses which inform us, that it 
proceeds from your board. 


u A circumstance more alarming in its immediate tendency, 
even than the alteration Sn the system of, this government, 
“ soon diverted our attention from that object. Your most 
“ Secret letter of the 25 th March announced a mutiny among 
“ the sepoys iu Bengal; and every other letter from thence 
“ w&$ ‘full of the most direful apprehensions. You acquainted 
“ us with the very small number in your presidency of Euro- 
“ pean soldiers,, on the superiority of whom over the native 
“ corps you depended for your essential security against the 
« fatal consequences, to whj^h the interests and property of 
' “ the Company were exposed. k ff£realso, t without recurring 
“to the utm^nal* ungracious, an<y«nl>ecessary expression of 
“ command, yob, on this most Occasion, only request 

M us immedia " f t$ return* to you f^trfi^bans hbre be- 
'ponging t0 y< esfc&lribmeut with from«ow own. 

1 Ijlepeibmptory ot^t dodW before opeWife ujKrtxour sub- 

1 WdNeere bound,to H by our duty; we were impelled 

to A * * 
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“ to it by our sense of your repeated and liberal attention to 
44 our situation. \Vc placed our pride perhaps in proving that 
44 we were not the less cordial and zealous in our co-operations 
44 with you, wherever we were able, though we could not give 
44 our approbation to all of your opinions. We instantly deter- 
44 mined on sending to you by the earliest opportunity all the 
4k Company's recruits destined for your presidency, who were 
44 then in the garrison pf Fort St. George, having no*authority 
44 over the remainder. We deplored in our own minds, but we 
4 ‘ avoided, as you were then liable to be circumstanced, to ob- 
44 serve to you that the very first effect of the restriction of our 
44 authority might be to your own disadvantage; but we ad- 
44 dressed a copy of your letter to the general, in hopes lie might 
be induced to assist in your relief. We accounted to you 

I V 

4fc lor not then being able to transmit his answer to you, by 
telling you that, not having heard from.him since the army 
r marched, we knew not at that time where he was. This 
44 simple assertion of a fact not needlessly and separately, % or 
44 singly introduced, but connected with the whole subject of 
44 the letter, and necessary for your information and satisfae- 
44 tion, pud without the smallest insinuation Of any kind to 
44 the general’s or your prejudice; you have thought ptOpet 
44 to ascribe to some spirits which you do not precisely do 
44 fine, but too plainly not to that spirit of v serving and ^atis- 
44 fyiu|| you,which did alone, ip fa^fe animate us on the oc- 
44 casion. But to prove an improper you 

44 assert S that the ge$m*'tUife, becu 
44 more than, ten d$ue|i ifcoH distance, 

44 if it were true, j^^rranfc Ufo, inference; because 

44 as be had mastic# four, days,before, and lut'd not been 
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“ heard of, lie might, sit a moderate computation, have been 
« at sixty miles distance fbnn Fort St.. George, where we were 
“ to account for him , nor did we know whether he was gone 
north or south, or west, . ’ m some intermediate direction 
« between those points we find indeed now. by recurring to 
“his letters, that lie was, at tin nine we wrote, at V;uln a- 
“ pettah, south-west of 1 it'Si. Gem t tl rty-two miles dis- 
“ tant from that Fort: and direr and twenty from St. r i ho- 
“ mas's Mount. \\< wish to draw no inteieoeo 01 dcii\c nd 
“ vantage from this in accuracy *n your as rticn of the dis- 
“ lance, which is not mated : i, lot tlion •' you should have 
calculated right, we should not have t ev - uinable; but 
“ what is most material, nd what we. have the most solid 
t! reasons in a public as well as private si !>e trul. o lament 
« is, that this unguarded and unmerited imputation discovers, 
“amor c: other circ urns tan ees. too manifestly and to our gieat 
disappointment, a disposition in you to vi'*w our conduct 
“ in ar, unfavorabh' light : a disposition very dificient l oin 
“ the• sentiments which, in other parts of your lotto, you 
“ profess to entertain, and which we yet hope your convic- 
“ tion of our good intentions will induce you to realize. 

“ Of Sir Eyre f note's deposition, even from the time of 
“ novelty and goad humor, to impart his instructions or his 
views, ov to communicate with tts, or to commit his mill- 
« tarv judgment and sagacity, you may* form some opinion 
^ from the evem of our application to September last, 

the apprehension df a famine, wlien wc anxiously re- 
to knowhjpv^fon^yand to whaV ■extent we were 
likely* to Jbe called irpoft tb furnish the army ; taking 
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“ care to add to this request, that we were very mi am it 
“ was his most earnest wish to take immediately the forces 
“ where they might find subsistence, as well as have new 
a opportunities of vanquishing the'enemy; but; that what 
“ was desirable was not always practicable. To this appli- 
M cation, however urgen* the occasion, lie contented hirrtself 
“ with returning to re our own w ords, that what was desir- 
te able was not always practicable ; that were there magazines 
« in the country to which he could have recourse when in 
“ want of provisions, he could then speak with some degree 
“ of certainty and nrccision, both a.- to his intentions and 
prospects, and sufficiently testified his dissatisfaction at our 
inquiry by throwing out, for the first time, a hint about 
quitting the command. 


r i ■ 

u A late plan of Mr. Sullivan's depended much as to its 
eligibility on a knowledge of ITyder's disposition to refuse 
or accede to the Mahratta treaty, concluded on the X7tli 
May. At that knowledge we endeavored to arrive byre-, 
questing Sii Eyre Coote to be so obliging as to let us know, 
whether from any late events, lie laid bom able to judge 
of*the present disposition, of lh:u. rdiici towards pegCbr °r 
whether he had received any kind of informutioh frpT^' br 
concerning him, by which wv might torm an opinion.oil/his 
intentions to reject or abide by the ueaty in which was 
included by his allies. But the general, justly ; enough 
deeming that the only matters ndw' remaining necessary for 
our consideration, were such as immediately, refitted to the 
supply of aids for ena^hg the army to.;ac^hnd professing^ 


a 

a 

a 

a 

it 

a 
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« 

it 

it 
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“ with Home degree of humor, his wish to furnish' us with 
“ evifery information, keeps back the information we desire on 
u the grourSd of having communicated whatever occurrences 
M had happened of that nature to your board, as the only 
“ persons who could decide on points of that kind, and in 
all of which he had acted in a manner strictly conform- 
“ able to the directions he had received from ydu/‘ 


{laving gone through a variety of instances, in which their 
forbearance with the humor and caprice of the commander 
in chief was carried perhaps beyond the bounds of prudence, 
they proceed to state : “ Had these sacrifices to quiet been 
“ known to your board, you would probably have thought it 
{‘superfluous to Observe, how little flattering it can be to 
7 persons seriously Occupied' in public concerns, to gain an 
advantage in expicssion, which is a true position, or in ar- 
4 gument which, in relation to conduct is not so, unless it be 
“plausible onty, and not founded on truth and reason which 
44 it ought to bo. In this age of general education the talent 
“ of writing, as far as can bd of use in business, is so unnei-^ 
“ sally diffused through all the middling ranks of life, that it 
“ erases even to have' the merit of distinction ; and were we 


“ of'an age and disposition to foe infected with this ju\cnile 
“ and exploded vanity, we should' have been sufficiently 
** brought back to the recollection if onr folly “by a very re- 
*' spcctable corespondent, wlio plainly observes to us of bne 
u 'ot our letters, that it is a very farfaftiiance* CJlosc 
<f ramming, as for as just, is preferable, no dpubt, to 
** oi$% reasoning, which is apt to lead astray lh§ reader, 
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* u and to throw upon the writer the imputation of obscurity 
M or duplicity. But well turned periods, except for the pur- 
“ pose of persuasion, which you so eminently possess, and 
“ except in works of composition, whose end is answeied by 
“ the pleasure they confer, arc not always to be coveted, as 
“ being capable of sharing that attention, the whole of which 
“ might be requisite to the discussion of intricate and iniport- 
“ ant subjects. At any rate there is little occasion for the 
“ apology you offer for the general in this respect'; whether 
w he finds that leisure which you thought his'active pursuits 
“ might have denied him, or that he has most ready an in- 
“ genious assistance, certain it is that, with all our opportu- 
“ nities, we have scarcely been able to keep pace with his 
“ correspondence. We have been obliged to t answer several 
“ of his letters in one, and Iiavfc often returned a few pages 
“ for many with which he has honored us.” 

This very able letter, part on!\ of wbicli is here quoted, 
concludes by declaring their firmest conviction of tbe sincere 
desire of the Bengal government for the relief and prosperity 
of the Carnatic, as well as its full intention to continue its 
best exertions for these purposes; “ if," they observe, “ we 
“ are apprehensive' that there is any sentiment existing' in 
“ your mind, which we should wish tq have removed from it, 
“ it is that of personal indisposition towards us, which tudivi- 
“ dually we deplore as a severe and unexpected misfortune; 
“ but it is not a public Consideration as not affootiug your 
“ public measures * 

* , J * w 

* Letter from the president jelect committee oTMarifas p> the supreme 
council, dated August 50, 17$*. 
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Bengal government really considered the presence ol^ 
Sir jEyre Coote, at the head of the Carnatic army, to be 
: ; ^rifebe$sary,' or if -they wished for his absence from their presi¬ 
dency, they copldjnot possibly have taken a more effectual 
step to defeatboth these objects than by. first delegating to 
him extraordinary gofers, and immediately afterwards revok¬ 
ing those powers, >and restoring them, where they ought to 
rest, *to-the^iviJ^My^rjiment. . They might easily have anti-' 
cip^te4%■,^P5}ld; be produced on him who had 
to;.surrender; f ih^:^6wersX:^h^ve r ' degree of circumspec¬ 
tion and, ^aflijp96y^d by the* Madras government 

in the i^s^mption^ ; they ought also to have reflected 
that a shifted authbiity could not easily establish its confi- 
dehcc; or suddenly ' its influence, The greatest deli¬ 

cacy was observed ofatheoCcasion by Lord Macartney; he 

, 1 ■ li ‘; ■. v ••if # * *' ' ■- ^ . • 

determined to ; conceal most carefully from Sir Eyre Coote, 
was th£n; ' the. contents of, the 

Sftpi^d ,)etter till hjs" arrival ^ die presidency a fortnight 
affl^jr^aids. .And^|en, 4 pn. hi^ return to it, he refused to 
attiend’the ^xnmittee dien hf l^ lbr ithe purpose Of oommuhi- 
caliibfftBtefJ^rigipal dispatch from ; 

. Bengal tp a;lctter from himself 

and the ^tbose- faydrable senti¬ 
ments, wh$h they' in the ’most hand-; 

|^ne and./A^eipiyOcaV this \ 

ISt ^ 

irifoiipci: the 


£ V/* t 1 , , Jn ' *■ i i ‘‘ 'i *■ 1 ^^ £(*, % • ' ' v^'yV -''*•:/'i / > « ^ •a*,* 

b ^3 ** It PjnkWt sTk ri» JL'fli ruTi i'lva r Kd Hn >r 4 K A*«a*A' b4 ho » 
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lion of proceeding to Bengal on the Medea fiigate, which 
Sir Edward Hughes had hint him for that purpose. lie ac¬ 
cordingly embarked, and on the 28 Lh September the Media 
sailed for Bengal. 

Whatever reasons Lord Macartney might have had to in¬ 
duce him to observe, towards Sir Eyre Cooto, an extraordi¬ 
nary degree of delicacy in the resumption of that v qviato- 
rial authority with which he had been imested, the same 
reasons could not apply to his immediate successor General 
Stuart. He considered, in fact, that an impediment was 
now remo\ed, which had hitherto delays 1 the canning into 
execution one material point of his instructions, the collec¬ 
tion of abuses in the army department, The fhst object that 
engaged his attention was the placing of proper checks on the 
enormous and extravagant expenditure in every branch con¬ 
nected with the military service, and especially that of the 
Bengal detachment, the accounts of which had not bcfoie 
this period e\en gone through the ceremony of being exa¬ 
mined ; and his next consideration was-that of making such 
a disposition of the forces as would prepare them to meet the 
enemy in those quarters which were most exposed to his 
‘attacks. A reinforcement of four hundred of his majesty's 
troops was sent to tho Malabar coast to assist the operations 
of the Bombay army which was intended to carry the wa» 
into Ilyder's country ; three hundred to Masuliputam for the 
protection of the northern Circars, against which ihc Fiench 
were supposed to have fortqed a design; and five bundled 
to reinforce‘the garrison of Negapatam, atj of which had the 
good fortune to arrive at their several destinations m s.uoty. 

v 


VOL. i. 
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* It was, equally tprtunate for the presidency of Madras, and 
indeed for all the Company's possessions on the coast of 
Coromandel, that the French were, in a great measure, igno¬ 
rant of the calamitous situation to which they were reduced, 
jind of the settlement of Fort St* George being abandoned by 
the Beet. Ilad Suftren known theirireal state, and stationed 
two ships of the line, north and south erf Madras roads, they 
uould have’been able most effectually to cut off those sup¬ 
plies, on the safe arrival of which the preservation of the set¬ 
tlement entirely depended; but he* had hoard of the arrival 
of the squadron under Sir Richard Biekerton, and knew not 
that the admiral Lf-J left orders for this reinforcement also to 
proceed to Bombay. To this circumstance alone they were 
indebted for that undisturbed repose from the enemy's fleet, 
whose visit must have befcn a conquest; whereas by its ab¬ 
sence they Avcre enabled to receive* * from time to time, very 
considerable supplies of grain from Bengal and the northern 
Circars, which, though sufficient to preserve the army ami the 
settlement from absolute famine, could scarcely however be 
said to have relieved that most afflicting calamity from the 
poorer and the most numerous class of the inhabitants of the 
black town of Madias. 

An event of the utmost mordent to the British interests 
in India closed the year 1782* Thisnps the death of Hyder 
AJi, who expired at Cbittoor between* the 4th and the 8th 
of December. It was natural to expect,(hat such an event 
would lie attended with all those important consequences, 
which usually follow the death of an usurper, whose power 
had been acquired by violence and preserved b£ terror. It 
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"look place likewise at an inauspicious moment, when his 
eldest sonTippoo Saheb was absent on the Malabar roast 
with the best troops of his army, opposing Colonel llum 
berstone, who had advanced to attack Paliaeaeherry ; but 
was necessarily compelled to rctreai to Paniane, where the 
command devolved on Colonel Maeleod, who had been sent 
from Madras with a detachment of the 42d rcgimc.it Here 
the latter was attacked by t'ippoo SahebS* whole force, led 
on in four columns, in, one Of which was a body oi Euro¬ 
peans. They were received by the British at the point of 
the bayonet, and repulsed with great slaughter; two hun¬ 
dred of the enemy were killed on the spot, and about one 
thoi^and wounded. On our side seven officers were wounded, 
and only eighty-eight Europeans and sepoys killed and 
wounded. Tippoo Saheb was supposed to be meditating a 
second attack, when he received the intelligence of his father's 
death, upon which he immediately returned with a few horse 
\o the Carnatic, leaving orders for his army to follow him. 
Having first repaired to Cola* and performed the usual cere¬ 
monies over his fathers grave, he continued his march and 
joined the main army between Arn6c and Vellore about the 
end of December. 

The ministers and sirdars of IJyder Ali had managed af¬ 
fairs with so much prudence’ ami address that no tumult nor 
disorder happened, in the earner and through their good con¬ 
duct Tippoo Saheb succeeded to die command of the My¬ 
sorean army and to,, all the. authority of bis father without 
the least, opposition^ ile*bad the good sense and precau¬ 
tion to adopt, without any, delay, such measure** as could not 

v Q 
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fail to ingratiate himself with the army. With his father's 
accumulated treasures he paid off their arrears ; he abolished 
the duties on provisions sold in the camp, and, in short, laid 
down a system of indulgences for the troops, opposite, in 
every respect, to the severe and unjust policy of his father. 
Thus the youthful and spirited h$ir of Hyder, without the 
odium of his father’s vices ori^Jhls^jp^ith^.by some popular 
and well-tinned aetjs, and the reign usually 

inspires*, as well AV by the lidol^^^e^'^^pean discipline 
in his army^ seemed likely formidable op¬ 

ponent to the British po^eh than ever Hyder Ali was. 

* ' : :' v ' : ' If 
• " ' r ,i 1 ’ 

, s , r *' 1 ■ ^ X ^ , . , ' ' * 1,1 11 

Hyder AH Khahj a tow days before his death, is said to 
havesentfor his t#oprincipal dewans, and dictated to them 
a letter which they were to deliver to Tippoo Saheb on his 
arrival, and of ^iiich the following is a translation. “I 
“ marched out* of my country to attack and drive the 
“ famish out of their possessions in the Carnatic, in which 


“ attempt I hdve expended a vast treasure. I invited the 
“ French* but since their arrival have never reeeiyed*any as- 
“ sistance from theiri; Jholyever, should I recover, I think I 


“ should be able to 


u 


it 




■ > Vv-<?* 


it I;haye begun. I have raised 
myself to the nabobsliijp;;j|hr!hgipatam, established a 
great fcamq, .and ponqoet^;^^By^‘^witries \ l therefore 
desire you will not bring disgr^p'' ^poh. my name. You 
‘twill make peace with the Englishand rethrh with your 
‘‘ army to Seringapatam* and establish ydt^elf in.’the govern- 
“ meat. I think there is no reliance to be put iippii,any as- 
“ slstaitee from the French; but should their ships arrive in 
“ a month or forty-five days, you may join them, but weigh 



EARL OE MACARTNEY. 


iG$ 


(( 


(( 


it 


it 


it 


** all matters well; da nothing rashly, and consider whether 
“ or not you can effect my plans* When you make peace 
“ give large bribes to the English officers, and* procure the 
“ fort and district of Poodicotah belonging to the Tricheno- 
poly country and the hill and district of Halipady belong¬ 
ing to the Vellore country. You must have it stipulated 
in the treaty with th^ Jpnghsli, that they are to grant you. 
assistance whenever you; require it. You will also take 
possession of, ibe-ijof v llah6e and deliver them over to 
“ the French.” Scarcely however had Tippoo sufficient time 

f i v r • '' 4 

to consider what line of conduct to adopt, when, towards 
the end of December, he was joined By a trench force from 
Cuddalore, consisting of nine hundred Europeans, two hun¬ 
dred and fifty coffiries and topasses, and t\yq thousand sepoys 
with twenty-two pieces of cannon. At this, time the whole 
effective strength of the British force in the Carnatic, ready 
-ro take the field, amounted on|y,to two thousand nine hun¬ 
dred and forty-five Europeans ^ld eleven thousand five hun¬ 
dred and forty-five natives. / 

. , ’ ' Til * « 

+e - { ! * ** * ' 

* , r , ' . _ . ( 

Whatever line of policy Tippoo Saheb, from the circum¬ 
stance of his father’s death and the contusion of a peace 
witli the Mahrattas, might be inclined to pursue,, it became 
the duty of the Madras government to be, equajjy prepared 
for peace or war. Indeed long .before the. former event, the 

president had submitted . % $*> com " 

mittee, .wl)icb were appTC^by'all the member?, except Ge¬ 
neral Stuart,; -who .atoj^lj^ayA con^ferol.it'as a part of 
his duty as corn mantlet; in chiefs to object, to every military 

measure ,^ rom t,ic mom ® n * 
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this officer had succeeded to the command and fo a seat 
in council, he seems to have been engaged perpetually in 
discussions about his rant and privileges, his pay and 
emoluments; the records of the presidency were loaded with 
long memorials* and minutes relatipgmore to himself indivi¬ 
dually than to the poblic he .disputed the 

meaning of the Qompaiby’sorders', a|i|Pi^l he Contended for his 
right to be cbnsuttW* and to'tiave,^ 1 vV^lej' nbi only in military 
matters; but alaS;;!fi the:''OT(b,xnerce, revenue, 
arid all the t^mpuriy^ to be 

comptehepded*asI#infented, why Ge¬ 
neral 'Stuaft shdiilc} 'Bel such ek£reriic$c3idtude for a voice in 

. ^i, ' -r i \ ^ 1 ^ t i *> > , , i ‘ \ , <. a« * ^ K _ '• **<» *>' “ ''v i*/ ‘ # 

ft® date of his profession, 
' upon." tfidt time and 
attention $o hbcesSsu'^fb® dfevbted solely to the care and riis- 
cijrifpe of Che" arihyV.^ 6h finding that the select committee 
qoS^krid with^im/b^ matters, lie thought fit 

tot^b-plain" to .!•$£ iSy^:CodtSi'!'iidwsl; ■ in 'consequence' thereof, 
Che ilqu^ddn tb'ttCC supreme council,- *f Whether 



delivered in a lorigViiifo®M'f®St^fg^e'inor-gehb^l’'and his 
council, 'they, at - 10gic’iil?''conclusion: 

“ ^Therefore $ w^d tip >k 


(t 


mittee is Oily compeleni; by v i fci^ 



“ deration of ini 


I*, .■« ’■■‘i. 






{ the" select com- 
ifctotakeconsi- 
tlany country 
igj&hfe to 


r 


ppwer of India, 'ahd'ttnft 

__“LiifLi___i _'i.i' 


“ evcrjgeyentuai c(to'itoaw8^'.cpjp a.voii^-'ih the 


rtitnml 'Mm. *w&ct fatimwee! 

: >i ,r ' $ • *■' ■ * ■» 'w *. « 


mi# fdify or 
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' f* negotiations with any of the country powers in India shall be 
u under comiderution 9 they have given to such officer a com*. 
44 petent and effective seat in the select committee without 
“ -any distinction, exception, or reservation, the word only T>e- 
tff ing applicable to the council , but not to the committee: 
“ and it ii> further our opinion that, such being the constitu- 
44 tion of the select qommittec, and by such constitution the 
44 commander in chief being an efficient member thereof, 
“ his exclusion from it on any occasion, or under any pre- 
44 tencc whatsoever, is both in itself illegal, and renders 
44 every act illegal which shall be passed by the select com- 
« inittee in every instance in which he is excluded After 
an opinion thus logically deduced by such high authority, 
the line of conduct subsequently adopted by General Stuart 
will appear the less surprising. 

The turn, which these discussions gave to the ooinions 
and conduct of the officers in the king's service, was pro¬ 
ductive of serious detriment to‘the Company's affairs, and 
occasioned no little concern and embarrassment to Lord Ma¬ 
cartney. Among those who showed themselves most dissa¬ 
tisfied under the civH control was Sir John Burgoyne, who 
commanded the 2Sd regiment of cavalry ; his regiment about 
this time had been ordered to be mounted* and Sir John was 
extremely urgent that a preference should be given to his men 
in point of accommodation and efrery other respect above all 
other corps of his majesty V or Company's troops; and appear¬ 
ing to malm bo allowance for calamities of the times and the 

s' * \ ’ ► r 

* Minute of tfafi governor-general and council* Jjtfu 13, 1783, 
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exigencies of their situation, was loud and frequent in his 
complaints; and every enclcav or of Lord Macartney to show 
attention to himself and to his regiment fell far short of the 
sense he seemed to enteitaui of the claims of both. 

In fact, the kiug's officers appear to ha\e conceived an 
erroneous and most dangeious idea, which they were at no 
pains to conceal, aud therefore became general in the army, 
that the civil government had no authority over the king’s 
troops; and the commander in chief ventured so far, without 
the knowledge of the council, as to act upon such an opi¬ 
nion. A detachment had been sent fbr the protection of the 
northern Cnvars, in which were included near three hundred 
of the king's troops. The chief and council of Masulipatam 
were directed to employ them as circumstances might re¬ 
quire. Many reasons pointed out Ellore to be the station 
most conducive for the public service; but Colonel Jones, 
who commanded the detachment, informed the civil servants 
there, that it was impossible he could move from Masuli¬ 
patam until he had received GencraLStuart's orders for so do- 
iug. Aware of the evils to be apprehended from a doctrine 
of such dangerous tendency being suffered to gain ground, 
Lord Macartney lost nqtamojmont m delivering his senti¬ 
ments on the occasion for the belter information of General 
Stuart and the army. “ Ilis mpjejsfcy,” he observed, “ has 
u been graciously pleased to send Out troops to the assistance 
“ of the Company ; he has cxpiessly declared them to be for 
** their service, and they are actually m their pay. The kiug 

“ lias formed regulations for their interior discipline, and has 

8 
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“ reserved to himself to fill up the vacanwes which ma\ hap- 
44 pen in theni, but how they are to be employed, and when 
44 and where their sen ices are to be peitonned, mu^t depend 
44 on those wliom they arc sent to servo* The authority to 
46 conduct all military operations lodged in the Company's ie- 
44 prcscntalives cannot be separated fi;om the authority over 
44 the troops v.hieh are to execute them. 

44 The king gives therefore to officers coming to India, and 
%t the secretary of state afterwards transmits to them, no m- 
44 structions as to military operations. They art' not officially 
44 told from home what war they are to wage, what country 
“ to attack, or what expedition to undertake. They are 
44 simply informed, that they are sent to the assistance of the 
44 India Company, to whom the obedience of the officers 
44 as well as troops is, by this very act, transferred while they 
44 remain in India. The mutiny laws, which do not say that 
f 1 the king’s troops in India are to ''bey the Company and its 
44 representatives, do not say, that the king's troops in 
44 England are to obey the king and his commands, signified 
44 by his secretaries of state or of w*ar; but both are equally 
44 understood. The senior officer of the kings troops in India 
44 is vested with no unlimited power; lie must receive orders 
44 before lie is cinppwered to act; he has no orders from the 
44 crown; he must therefore necessarily take them from the 

44 authoiity -commanding where he is sent. 

* 

% 

44 Before the India Cornpany had any extensive posses¬ 
sions; when the war that was to be waged* in India was 
44 chiefly intended against an European and a national 

VOjL. I. Z 
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“ enemy, yet tlic instructions bf the commanding officer of 
(i the reinforcements, sent by the crown, expressly directed 
** him to follow the determinations of the Company’s repre- 
u sentalives ; nor was a failure considered justifiable on his 
“ part, unless a council of officers, particularly named in the 
« instructions, should .deem the plan proposed to be im- 
“ practicable 

Agreeably with these principles General Stuart was di¬ 
rected by the committee to send immediate orders to Colonel 
Jones to march to El lore with the king's troops under his 
command, if the chief and council of Mnsulipatam should 
continue to think that measure necessary for thp public ser¬ 
vice; a requisition which the general, after reading the pre¬ 
sident s minute, thought fit to comply with. But a few days 
afterwards he delivered to the committee what he called an 
answer to the minute of the president above quoted, in* 
which, after declaring that he acts under Sir Eyre Cootc, he 
observes, “ I am likewise of opinion that there arc cases 
“ where the requisition of government, concerning the cin- 
“ ployment of his majesty's troops, may be refused by the 
“ officer commanding, who thereby makes himself answer- 
*♦ able for such refusal, but not to this government -JV' 

These dangerous doctrines stilt asserted and maintained by 
the commander in chief; an independent authority assumed, 
in a separate capacity* over the king's trodp$„ which then' 

\ 

* Extract from president’s minute in select committee, December 10, 1784. 

1 8nmt from Opcial Stuart’s minute in select committee* December t<S, 1782* 
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'Constituted the principal strength of the Carnatic army ; ail 
-avowal of obedience to another authority superior to that 
which he owed to his employers; all these considerations de¬ 
termined Lord Macartney to pul an end at once to the discus¬ 
sion, by moving in the committee that General Smart should 
be positively required ill future to send no orders nor instruc¬ 
tions whatever to any of the kings or company’s officers oin 
ployed at a distance from the presidency, excepting on matter 
of detailor the discipline of the troops, without previously 
communicating such orders or instructions to the select com¬ 
mittee for their approbation. It was indeed not difficult to 
perceive that there was but a slight transition from a refusal to 
employ the king's troops upon a requisition from the civil 
government to the employing of them without a requisition ; 
it was imjxissible to foresee to what uses such an authority 
might be applied, and where the consequences might end; 
and it was of little avail towards the retrieval of those con¬ 
sequences that the character, property, and life of a com¬ 
mander in chief became answerable; the forfeiture of any or 
all of which would be a poor compensation for the mischiefs 
occasioned by his vvickeduess or folly. 


It is not necessary to multiply instances of the counter¬ 
acting spirit manifested by the new commander in chief. In 
fact* from the moment of his succeeding to the command in 
.September till the event of IJyder's death, the greater part 
of his time appears to have been occupied in writing volu¬ 
minous minutes to be hud before the committee, and entered 
on the records, many of them not less extraordinary in their 
composition than dangerous in their principles. lie had 

7 2 
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repeatedly been urged bv Lord Macartney to have the army 
in readiness to take the field upon any emergency. When 
therefore no doubt could be entertained of the demise of Ilyder 
Ali, his Lordship, in sending the intelligence in circulation 
among the members of the committee, took occasion to ob¬ 
serve that this important event was a fresh motive for action. 
But the general, in his usual spirit of opposition, replied, 

that he did not believe the fact: but that if it were true, the 

• - 

army would be readv for action in the proper time. 


It'was a cruel mortification for one so anxious as Lord 


Macartney was to seize every circumstance and moment that 
could be consorted to the public welfare, to be thus baffled 
in all hi* plans for that end, by a spirit of contention and 
contradiction. I a cry man of common sense in th< settlement 
was of opinion, that the death of Ilyder Ah was an event 
which held out such great advantages as to have justified any 
risk, and so attainable that 'they required only a hand to 
seize them; yet they were not seized nor even attempted. 
His Lordship appears to have left no argument untried, 110 
assistance unoftcred to accomplish the inline diatc movement 
of the army, or even a part of it towaids the enemy. The 
advantages of instant exertion, and the disadvantages of in¬ 
action and delay were urged with equal force, 'flic com¬ 
mittee resolved that the army should immediately hold itself 
in readiness to take the field, and the general was desired to 
issue orders for that purpose. and to cause every exertion to 
be made, as far as depended on him, that the army might 
be encamped with as little delay as possible. Tour days after 
tins the general delivered a minute in answer to the presi- 
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dent's observations, and the resolution of the committee, in 
which he affected still to disbelieve the death of Hyder, and 
considered any immediate movement of the army as .imprac¬ 
ticable. With regard to the hitter point he observed, “ W hat- 
“ ever the president urged, near a month ago, has been taken 
<fi notice’ of on my part nearly about the same time; but it 
“ really astonishes me.there should be so little reflection as to 
“ think that when the whole face of the country was covered 
u with water, and no tents for cover in the most inclement 
“ monsoon known in this country, and with half allowance of 
“ rice from the necessities of the times, any person can talk 
“ of undertakings against the enemy, or of any immediate 
“ movements of the army at this time 

« 

^ * 

The general had indeed, as appears by his minutes, taken 
notice of what the president had urged near a month before, 
and that notice was, “ that as soon as it was practicable and 
‘‘ proper, and that the object did deserve it, the army should 
“ be put in motionand further, “ that upon any real 
“ emergency the army may and must move even were it 
“ without their gunsand it was resolved in committee 
where the general attended, that the army, on its present 
establishment, ought to be at id 1 times ready to move ; he had 
also said very recently, that if the news of Ilydc/s death 
were true “ the army would be ready for action in proper time” 
The object which now presented itself deserved of all others 
the most attention, yet the army was not put in motion; n 
real emergency now actually existed, and the army neither 

' Vo* 

* Extract from General Stuart’s minute in select committee, Dec. 16 , 1782. 
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moved, without its guns, nor did General Stuart prepare liim- 
self or listen to the president's proposal, that a part’ of it 
•should move zeith them ; aud, lastly’, llie news of llydcr’s 
death was true, and the proper time for action,, yet it was 
allowed to pass away without improvement, 

* * » 

Intelligence now came in from all quarters confirming the 

.event of Ilydcrs death, and representing the advantages-that 
might be derived from a movement of the inain army. Gene¬ 
ral Stuart had himself a variety of letters, both from English 
officers and native amuldars, strongly recommending that 
the army should show itself-on the frontiers,, in which case 
all the forts at the foot of the passes would witliout opposi- 
lion fail into our hands. Tlie commanding officer at Tri- 
passore observed* that nothing but the hourly expectation of 
Tippoo Salreb kept the army together, that the whole camp 
was in the greatest consternation, fearing they would be 
attacked before this chief would join with his forces; that 
numbers had deserted, and that it was the opinion of all those 
deserters, that if the English were to march suddenly to¬ 
wards them before Tippoo Sahebs arrival, the whole army 
would disband and fly into their own-country without firing a 
shot. Such were the opinions- expressed in several letters 
addressed to General Stuart. 

* . * 

At length, on the 4th January, the president received a 
paper from the general, informing him that the army had 
taken the field ; reporting Its situation and its wants, and the 
measures necessary For supplying them; all of w hich were 
adopted agreeably to his recommendation. Lord Macartney 
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then delivered in a plan of operations, as the general had 
presented 1 none; and, at the same time, he observed, that 
other ideas might be proposed, that those he had suggested 
were only for the present moment, that he offered them with 
reluctance and with the diffidence which became him, as well 


•S. 

as with the regret of observing, that there did not appear to 
be really then any adequate, grand, or solid object attain¬ 
able tor the army in the Carnatic,' though there might be 
elsewhere, as it would be here, in the present prospect of 
things, little more than an army of observation and 
defence. 


On the 5th February the* army marched; on the 8th ar¬ 
rived at Vandiwashy and on the 9th in the morning, the 
enemycamp was seen from a hill. On the 13th the general 
marched and offered battle to the enemy, who moved off to¬ 
wards the river in great confusion. The next morning the 
atany returned to Vandiwasli•' and demolished the works. 
From> hence it proceeded to Corohgoly and, having with¬ 
drawn; the garrison and stores, blew up the fortifications. 
The former could ;not haver held out longer than two or three “ 
days against the united force of Trppoo Saheb and the 
French, who had now joined him, and- there was no possi¬ 
bility. of defending Corohgoly which wowM easily have been, 
breached. When the army arrived 5 at Vellore, the general 
learnt that Tippoo was retreating from the Cafnatie and that 
he had ordered two sides of the fort of Arcot to be destroyed, 


and the place evacuated. : On the 20th February the army 
encamped within thj'eejnules of the Mount. 
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During the absence of the commander in chief on this 
short expedition, letters were received from General Mat¬ 
thews advising of the surrender of the important fortress of 
hidenour or U vdernagur to the army under his command ; 
adding that Mangalore would be his next object; but that 
his attention was called off by a report, that a, large* party 
were coming against him from Tippoo Sahcb's army of ten 
thousand horse and twenty thousand foot: that he hoped the 
exertions of the presidency of Madras would prevent so great 

a force from advancing so far, and that the southern army 
* 

would be ordered to advance towards Seringapatam. This 
intelligence sufficiently explained Tip poo’s abandonment of 
the Carnatic. Orders were immediately sent to Colonel Lang, 
who commanded the southern armv, to march to the west- 
ward ; and it was submitted to General Stuart, whether it 
w as not possible, and indeed very practicable, to march with 
a considerable part of the army towards the territories of 
Tippoo in the neighborhood of Vellore, as the enemy had 
evacuated Arcot without marking his retreat by the deso¬ 
lation of the country or destruction of its resources; autho¬ 
rizing him however at the same time to use his own discre- 
tion in any movement or operations of the army, which might 
appear expedient to him, at that time, to be pursued for at¬ 
taining the object the committee had in view* of supporting 
the superiority lately acquired, and preventing any misfor¬ 
tune to the army commanded by General Matthews. The 
general, however, stated, in his answer, that it was abso¬ 
lutely impossible to move the army under his coiqmand in 
that or any other direction; that in his opinion the best di- 

7 ‘ * 
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version, after supplying themselves as fully as possible, where 
they were, would be to proceed to Cuddalore, and if the 
French should be found to have abandoned it, he would, in 
that case, if lie could not: come up with them, proceed to 
destroy every possible means of their countrymen by sea or 
land finding future shelter on this coast, beginning first With 
Cuddal rc and next proceed t;o Pondicherry, And asTippoo 
Saheb had now evacuated the Carnatic, the general very justly 
observed, that it might be proper to embrace the first op¬ 
portunity of intimating to that chief that, whatever might be 
the reciprocal interest and inclination of himself and the Com¬ 
pany to terminate thenar, so desirable an event could not 
take place, if he should yield to any solicitations on the part 
of the French, for ceding tp them any of the forts, territories, 
or places now in liis possession, or binding himself, contrary 
to the prudent precaution of his father, to make a common 
£-ause or engage in a permanent connection with a nation 
which had -no solid footing now remaining in the. country. 

* \ "I* 

' •< * 

Nothing could be more congenial with the sentiments of 
Lord Macartney than such a proposal There happened then 
to be at Madras a vakeel or agent for the rajah of Tanjore 
who, being a bramin, was about to proceed to the pagoda of 
Conjeveram for ftie purpose of performing devotional exer¬ 
cises/* As this person would have an opportunity of confer¬ 
ring with his friends from Tiffpoo's camp in that neighbor¬ 
hood, the president was of opinion that the occasion should 
not be lost of attempting to open a communication with the 
chief of Mysore, if it was only for the purpose of request¬ 
ing the exertion of his humanity towards our prisoners, 

WOL. I. A. a 
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though, at the same time, his inclinations might be sounded 
with respect to a pacification without the embarrassment of 
sending a deputation directly from government. The com¬ 
mittee unanimously concurred in the sentiments of, the presi¬ 
dent expressed in his minute, and authorized him to give 
such instruction to the vakeel as he might deem to be ne¬ 


cessary. 


* >• > ' , t l 

On the 25 th February the vakeel returned to Madras. lie, 
had met at Conjevcram a bramin and another person, both 
confidential servants of Tfppoo Saheb, who gave him assur¬ 
ances that attention should be paid to the English prison- 
and that if the English would agree to reasonable terms 


CTB. 


of peace with the Mysorean, the latter would break off 
all; connection with the French, though he would not con¬ 
sent to deliver them into the hands of their enemies, or be¬ 
have otherwise dishonorably towards <them. The vakeel of 
the rajah had been prevailed upon by those persons to visit 
Tippoo Saheb, who not only confirmed their assurances, but, 
as a mark of his desire^ to make peace, sent one of his prin¬ 
cipal men with the vakeel to Madras to confer on the terms , 
of it with Lord Macartney, But although, by Tippoo’s de¬ 
claration in, the presences person had the 

directions of his master to treat accordingly, yet as he brought 
no written credentials from that chief his Lordship thought 
it most becoming in him not tt> see him until he should be 
furnished with such; but he had no objection to his remain¬ 
ing in the vakeels garden to give an opportunity to his master 
to send him the necessary powers for his being regularly ac¬ 
knowledged. Tippoo however thought proper to start a dif- 

4 b 
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fi cutty on a point of etiquette. Jo his letter to his agent lie 
observes, « There is no enmity or dissension subsisting lic¬ 
it tween the English and me, therefore the governor, con- 
“ fcrmable witlLthe custom of the world, ought, to have sent a 
« ®ttcv of condolence on the death of my father; but since 
“ he did not favor me with it, I think it is not customary in 
“ the world that I should write him first; as he is a wise man- 
“ I have no-occasion to write more ou this subject. 

In the mean time, Monsieur do Bussy arrived with a rein¬ 
forcement at Cuddalore, while the British army remained 
inactive in the neighborhood of Madras. On the receipt of 
this intelligence. Lord Macartney was extremely anxious that 
rile army “should march without delay to invest Cuddalore 
before the works could Jtfestrengthened, and before lippoos 
forces, or the French who' had joined him in Mysore, should 
return to the Carnatic; but the attention of General Stuart 
'still seems mostly to have been >,cupied in composing long 
minutes, some filled with statements of difficulties, many o 
them apparently, qfeatecl to sanction delay, and otheis 
abounding in personal mvettive against the present, whom 
be accuses of playing the general, occupying the field of Mars, 
and of having probably some personal v.ews in the destruc¬ 
tion of the enemy. About fourteen days however alter the 
time;;, Jed upon by himself, that is to say, on the 31« Apn , 
he uV peremptorily cpratowded to march the md) towards 
Cud^ rlore. He did indeed put the troops in, motion, but a 
number of fresh difficulties-^eire started ou thetWareh, among 
which the want, of mottoy to pay the* poops was considered 
as the most urgent and alarming, live treasury was ex- 

A A 2 
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liausted for the purpose of satisfying their demands, arid 
every pagoda that it was possible to procure was sent to 
the general; and so anxious was Lord Macartney to con¬ 
tribute all that was in his power to keep thq^troops in g$od 
humor, that he tcUiallv raised, upon Ills own private notes, 
a very considerable amount in small sums of fifteen hun¬ 
dred, two, three and four thousand pagodas* ** . Ten lacks 
of rupees had been sent from Bengal, bin the persons into 
whose charge they were given, refused to deliver them to 
the council, as their orders v ere to put'them into the hands 
of Sir Eyre Coote, and not to the civil government. Sis Eyre 
Coote however had before their arrival resigned his command 
with his life on the hJbtli .April at Madras, three days after 
his landing there from the ship, which had brought him th ru 
Bengal. This ship was chased several days by soim of the 
French eruizors, and was sometimes in hourly danger of 
being taken. The state of prolonged anxiety, ocoasie »ed by 
this circumstance, is supposed to haw operated so strongly 
on tlic mind of this veteran officer as to have brought on a 
third fit of apoplexy v. Inch terminated his life. 


Before General Stuart’s departure from the presidency, at 
a consultation, held on the 17lu A),;i), lie had earnestly rc- 

* Ills endeavors were warmly seconded tv a -'lit leman whose public ' urit dc- 
serves to be publicly notietd. I:. u lettc. to a gentleman of the suprem t]>uncil, 
his Lordship cbst.vcs, “ I must ytg Ic.vc to recommend to your attention Captain 
“ Mercer, who carries this disprteh. fL* 1; a character but one very much* to my 

** mind, tie is public spirited, vhvh js b oi.s. merit in „ man of. twenty-five yeais’ 
** standing in India. lie brought dow. yom treasure to us without charging 
“ freight i and a few day., since, on he.ii.nr; •• w-re distressed for money to make 
“ the army march, he raised e large sum .»n nr. ( , .redit, and lent it us without 
** any conditions. l at he r ‘ all he no .ysrrby tl ;u/ 
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commended the committee to empower him, should he. find 
it necessary, to order Colonel Lang to join him with the. main 
army from the southward. Lord Macartney reminded him 
of the.important service, on which Colonel Langs army was 
then employed in attacking the enemy's possessions in the 
Coimbatore country, encouraging tin* disaffected there, and 
creating a diversion in favor of General Matthews who, 
without such diversion, might not be able to make head 
against the force opposed to him. However as the speedy 
possession of Cuddalore, and with it the newly arrived French 
force, was a most important object, and as the general assured 
the committee he would, at all hazards, leave a suilicient 
force to the southward, to maintain their footing there, to 
give protection and encouragement to those who might de¬ 
clare in our favor, and even to act offensively and assist 
Genera! Matthews; and as at a committee held on the lf)t.h, 
tl^e general expressed his hope, that they would place that 
confidence in him to believe, that he would not call Coluiel 
Lang with a part of the southern army to join him, but on 
the fullest conviction of the abs* ’ute necessity of the measure, 
in order to effect the greaf object of getting possession of 
Cuddalore anti the French force the»*c ; and that he would do 
his utmost to let the committee be judges of that necessity 
before lit determined on the measure—-the committee, con¬ 
ceiving it right to give to the commander in chief a certain 
latitude for the exercise of discretionary power, resolved ac¬ 
cordingly to authorize him to order Colonel Lang to join the 
main army with a part, of the southern troops, in case that 
measure should he found to be indispensably necessary. Yet 
this commander in chief, as it afterwards appeared, on the 
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preceding day, the 18 th of April, and before he left the pro 
bidency, had written to Colonel Lang, without saying one word 
to the committee on the subject, ordering him to join the 
main army himself with the greater part of the force under 
his command. As soon as the intelligence of this hidden 
transaction first reached the committee, which was not till 
the middle of May, when a copy of the order was obtained 
from the general, but not till repeated applications had been 
made to him, and a declaration that unless it was commu¬ 
nicated his discretionary authority would be withdrawn, they 
found it right to make a strong remonstrance on such impro¬ 
per conduct; and shortly after, on the receipt of unfavorable 
intelligence from the Malabar coast, it was considered expe¬ 
dient to give him positive orders to stop any troops that 
xftight be on their march to join him from the southward ; 
obsen ifig to him, at the same time, that “ since hir march¬ 
ing from Madras they had made an addition to his army of 
upwards of one thousand Europeans, and a battalion of 
u sepoys; a force alone greater than that with which General 
“ Lawrence drove the French from India. You desired,” 
they add, “ and obtained, before this considerable increase, 
a power from us of calling for assistance from the south- 
« ward, in the case only of its becoming indispensably nc- 
« ccssary to your success ; and of yUich necessity you were 
“ to do your utmost to make usbe judges, The use you 
“have made of the confidence we placed in you, forces 
“ us to caution in., the continuance of it. , We desire there-* 
“ fofe that you will communicate to us without delay copies 
« of all the orders you have sent to Colonel Fullarton and 
« Major Btuce, vnth your reasons for them, and that you will 


fc< 
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$t enclose to us, and to us only, all such orders a* you shall 
“ in future think expedient to be issued to the southward, 
“ \yith your reasons for them, which, if we approve, we shall 
“ forward and diiect the execution of thorn ; and, in the 

N 

“ mean time, that you will countermand the execution of 
“ those already sent by yon until they shall be confirmed by 
“ us. These arc precautions, which your do\ ration from your 
“own declarations has suggested to us, and which the pro- 
“ sent state of affairs to the westward has rendered indis- 
“ pensable V’ In the same letter he was also warned of the 
fatal consequences which might be expected from the unac¬ 
countable delay that had already taken place on an expedi¬ 
tion which, on c\cry consideration, demanded dispatch; he 
was told, that he had not marched at the rate of three miles 
a day, and that the admiral, who had proceeded to co¬ 
operate with the army, declared he could not remain before 
(Auklaloiv till the end of June for want of water and provi¬ 
sions. It seems indeed from what appears on the i('cords 
utterly impossible to account for the general's procrastination, 
lie marched from the Mount on the 21st April, lie did not 
meet, lie was not apprehensive of meeting, ally resistance 
on the road, lie did not airive at Cuddaloie till June, 
'flic distance is little more than one hundred miles. The 
march at the common late, and allowing for accidents, 
is not more than twelve days; the carriage of provisions 
actually with the army was avowedly for double the 
number of those days. On his route there was provided 


* Extract of a letter horn the president and select committee of Tort Sr. George 
to Major-general Stuart, dated May—, 1783. 
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a large magazine of provisions. A swift sailing ship wa£* 
taken up to land him provisions at Pondicherry within 
about a day's march of the bound hedge of Cuddalore. 
Every effort appears to have been made to prevent his wants, 
to ensure his success, to satisfy his wishes. But this march 
of twelve days he made a march of forty days, which was not 
equal to the average of three miles a day. The ship intended 
to Jahd provisions for him #t Pondicherry, nearer to Cud da- 
lore, lie chose should , land them at Conjemeer, farther from 
Cuddalore; he hailed'near such station, under the idea of 
wailing for the whole cargo to be landed there, until he ex¬ 
pended nearly as much provisions as she brought to him. He 
reported his carriage qattle to -be diminished beyond any 
former reduction, although they suffered no fatigne, and none 
were taken, destined, or dispersed by the enemy. 


But admitting that Some obstruction npgbt have occurred 
on the iparch, no obstruction could have occurred after the 
march was over, and the army opposite the enemy, which 
delay would not strengthen;. Yet After, his arrival the enemy 
was sufferedHo have time to recover from its surprize, to gain 
confidence from the tardiness .Of its opponents, and to en- 
crease its means of resist&biije*. The consequence of tardy 
measures* must no doubt be tardy^, success. General Stuart 
declares to the Admiral that it wiB require seven weeks to 
ensure the capture of Cuddalore, and that too with the pre¬ 
sence of his majesty's fleet before it. “ To verify such a de¬ 
claration" Lord Macartney observes “would seem to re¬ 


quire a settled determination to remain inactive six out of 
“ those seven we f »ks. It is possible indeed that the general 
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* 4 plight have been sincere in the declaration he thus had 
44 made, if it be true, what is mentioned in the most mtelli- 
44 gent advices iron* camp, that the procrastination oi ins 
u operations had enabled the enemy to erect very formidable 
“ works, that the further protraction of sucli delay might 
44 even endanger the success of the whole expedition, and that 
44 the murmurs of the army were what at IcYigth produced 
“ that‘attack of" the enemy's works on the 13 th June, which' 
“ w as difficult to effect, uncertain in tbeexent, and occasioned 
44 much slaughter of the kirfg’s and company's troops, fmm 
44 no other cause than that of time being given even aftei the 
44 arrival of the army by land, and of the reinforcements from 
44 Madras by sea, to erect sueft works; and which, if allowed 
44 to be strengthened by the labor of *a few* days more, would 
44 be still more costly of Jj/'Vs lives and more difficult to 
44 carry. Such however h ibe inferiority and comparative 
4 » weakness of the French troops, evinced in thd*loss of their 
“}‘strong entrenchments apd redoubts, and acknowledged in 
44 their seeking for retreat a«4 shelter behind the feeble walls 
44 of Cuddalore, that it is scarcely possible to desire to take 
44 it without succeeding in that desire 

By this attack of the 13 th June above alluded to, m spite 
of the mismanagement'with which it is said .16 have b&en 
conducted, the enemy’s strong post on thc-VandypoIIam hills 
and their second works, together’ With 1 several pieces of Can¬ 
non, foil intp our hands; but attaint? sixty British officers and 

near one thousand inch wetb to the service. The 'plan, it 

' ' ■ 

' * Extract from preaktedfi mimrtfe ia committee, lone *5, 1783. 
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seemSjliad been settled for storming the works in three 
l^te jdiftts at the same instant of time* and with this view 
If i^aid the general gave orders ih$i on a signal being made* 
^fthrec.%Id pieces fered from a hilh the grand attack should •* 
^ commence. It is scarcely . the midst of in- 

cess^nt hrihg, a signal should be^a^jppted; w&eh> fr° m its na ~ ’ 
ture/could apt ■.but"'ivfh^tever the . 

arrangement intended, simultaneousAttack, the 

—^-LAiL *.tL&2 af ..direpsdinenent pe- 



got, 

Hie; French lie 

they made a] sally ah 


was AM&'bjrlwiF becu 

■ , <* i-T.? 1 si V... r +.t ■■ * 'W* * . 

1 * 

£fce P^W 11 nu !. 

*:;■/%'Wrl* 1 '-l'' ibtuuit «/wm 



•anchor 


/aL. “VVrf!>' :> . . ^ . , a'v : :2v1£^‘'. • 


^ -'1Eyy ■?, , 1 ▼ •’ . 

teiihipiivio ..hhgage ';d|e 


i out^to |ea^ 
pf^l^vard. 

' ’*r": ^ v * n * 

’ '■ ;|3(i^clay;::jbiut ^^jefi^lsahvor to 





EARL Of MACARTNEY. 


187 

gain the wind of him. On the following day the French 
however were still to windward. On the 19th the two fleets 
.were, within three miles of each other but did not engage. 
On the 20th in the morning the *Frpnch were still in sight on 
the lee bow. Sir Edward Hughes made the signal for form¬ 
ing the line; a-hcad. The wind shifted in favor of Suffren, 
who, about half past four in the afternoon bore down upon 
the English, when an action commenced and continued till 
about half past seven. Suffren on this occasion manoeuvred 
his ships so well that, although he had but sixteen and Sir 
Edward eighteen, he contrived! in several instances to place 
twO of his ships upon one‘of the English, five of which indeed 
were very little engaged. The French sfyips were so leaky 
that most of then! were obliged to be pumped during the 
action. Suffren having baiAatl his wind stood away from Sir 
Edward, and the next day' was out of sight; but on the 
morning of the 22d tlmy were discovered at anchor in the road 
o i Porto Novo. In this situation Sii Edward Hughes did not 
find it expedient to attack, them, but contenting himself with 
offering them battle, bare tip and made sail for Madras for 
a supply of water. Some officers in the British fleet, perhaps 
from motives of faction or disappointment, were ill Matured 
enough to assert that Saffron weighed and stood after him, 
but this does not officially appear to have been the case r that 
he immediately weighed there can dbe‘ little doubt, for he 
reached Cuddalore on the 23d whfete he relanded the Wen he 

„ tai 

f had. taken oh board when' On the ITth he occupied the an¬ 
chorage of Sir Edward’ Hugfes. 

n 
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** to cojptkjuc, or even to risk the effusion of human blood 
M undeV the pretence that official notice of such fact had not 
“ Arrived. It is probable it tv ill soon anivc; but accidents 
might retard its arrival for a considerable time. In that 
M interval, whether long or short, the continuance of the con- 
“ test here could not alter the terms of the treaty ; and the 
“ loss of one man’s life would be more than this government 


S* 

it 


could justify, if the Ercneh government or 'governor be 
billing to*accede'to an immediate cessation of arms*'.” 


lie therefore proposed that a flag ol truce should immcdiauly 


be sent to Monsieur de Hussy, commander in chief of the 


French forces and representative of that,nation in India, 


communicating to him that event with a copy of the treaty, 
and proposing an immediate cessation of hostilities on slioie 
as well as by sea, with the consent of the Admiral Sir Ed¬ 
ward Hughes. lie further proposed several necessary mea¬ 
sures and precautions, aud concluded by observing, “ that 
“ for reasons which he had already assigned, with tegard to 
“ the condyct of General Stuart, he could not v< ly on the 
“ obedience of that officer, and therefore reminded the 
“ committee of that conduct as grounding tlie necessity of 
« calling him to the presidency, in order that the Committee 
- might hear from him at length whatever he should have to 
“ advance in justification of his conduct. The death of the 
“ commander in chief of the fcingM forces, putting an Cnd to 
“ the delegation from him to Otmerat Stuaft, puts an end to 
a every apology for continuing the latter at the head of tin* 
« troops in the field . . . Major-general Bruce, who, at Cud- 


V 

^ # Extract of president** miriute in committee, June 25, 178 
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w daIore, has verified his reputation as a good aihd gallant 
u ojficer, is recommended to assume the command of the 
‘‘ Carnatic array while in the field, and to be aided on ac- 
i^Scount of his late arrival in the country, with a council of 
“ war of such of the principal officers as are best acquainted 
“ with it. And the order for the return of M&jor-general 
“ Stuart td the presidency and the assumption of the com¬ 


ic 

«( 

(( 


raand by GerietaiJBrhbe, to; be . delivered to them by an 
Officer dispatched - fihfii' home for thejpurpose; of securing 
the conveyance ~.a .,. 4^1 . • j - J - 
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Mr. Sadlier the second member of the select committee, 
and Mr. Staunton " his^L6dsi^p^^reUify» embarked on 
board the Medea ^irtis|£d. yith tb£ 

execution of the orders for the , two Generals Stuart and 
Bruce,; and nith;insim<^o^ f the. propositions 

of the president io Mqnsieurde Bussy. They arrived at pud- 

befor^ the grand' 
of the French. 
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he should adopt} but 
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vinipreswve reason- 


dcrably staggeii 
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more to pleasure the strength of his crazy fleet with the supe- 
rior force under the command of Sir Edward Hughes, lie 
had several objections to start against the impolicy Of the 
measure, and when these were removed many proposals to 
offer in favor of their Mahommedan ally, but Mr. Staunton, 
by his firmness and the strength of his arguments, succeeded 
in carrying his point without yietding t6 one of them. He 
even prevailed on.JVlons. dc Bussy to invite Tippoo Sahcb to 
accede to the pacification made in Europe* and to’send posi¬ 
tive orders to the commander of the French troops then acting 
as auxiliaries with tins chief, to withdraw immediately from 
his service. 'This handsome conduct of the Marquis deter¬ 
mined Lord Macartney to propose to the committee, to giie 
to this officer in return the satisfaction of declaring that the 
main army, which "had fctm employed lieforc ^Cuddalorc, 
should not be sent out of* the Carnatic, or commence any 
offensive operations against the possessions of the ancient ally 
}jf France, during tfie month of July, in order that Tippoo 
Saheb might have time to announce his determination to 
cease hostilities, or to persist in the continuance of them. 
At the same time it was resolved to send a very considerable' 
force to the southward, to be* ready to act as occasion might 
require. 

General Stuart, it seems, thought fit, in the first instance, 
to disobey the orders of the j^slcfency. At length, however, 
he left the army and returned %o Fort St. George, \Vherc, in¬ 
stead of offering any justification of his conduct, he renewed 
his'former practice of opposing the measures of the select 
committee* and seizing every occasion to fill his long minutes 
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“rimbd* fe^t he has adduced no reasons either to justify his 
u misconduct or to mitigate the punishment due to it. His 
4 *’ trdnduct indeed appears tp have been that of a premedi- 
61 tated, wilful, repeated, and systematic disobedience; and 
** that disobedience has been not only prejudicial, by its ex- 

ample, to the Company's regular government, and has a 
<( direct tendency to bring about the same subversion of such 
** government as that, of which the general has been, in a 
44 former instance ♦, a principal and active instrument; but 
“ such disobedience has been actually productive of matei ial 
44 and lasting injury to the Company ; in the instance of his 
44 not following the directions and intentions of the select 
44 committee, and his consequent promise to have the army 
44 ready to march on all emergencies which immediately 
44 upon the death of Hyd*;* A4i, and the absence of Tippoo 
44 his successor from his artoy in the Carnatic, and the con- 
44 fusion in that army, might have long since terminated the 
*^war and desolation of the Ca mtie by that prince; in 
44 the instance of his'abusing the discretion lodged in him 
44 for calling a detachment of the southern army, then e^sen- 
“ tiaHy employed, in case of indispensable necessity, instead 
* 4 of which be immediately, without any such or even any 
44 pretence of such necessity, and, averting imimtlgt the 
44 power to be exerted at any rate pnh wfotuM, ordered the 
44 main body of that southern* arni^&lo|d him in tbd Carna- 
44 tic, declaring that such of the c&tomiUcc; 

44 by which means the the southern army wore 

" M, 

* In the instance of the disgraceful proceedings elrtkd jn* against Lord Pigor, 
who, by the active assistance pf Genets!, then Colonel, Ifaxuit, was earned to s 


prison from whence he Jieyer 
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-within the fort till a ship about to sail for Europe wad ready 
* —* re him on board, when he embanked and was $ant 
■^. ; J3Bngland as a' ; pr^oner.. It ha$\Jje$$ thought proj^r . tp 
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'Lang,, b«t; thouglit pro|»er* td withdraw in 
the night from the’ army, and;to apply to the Admiral lor 
protection on board the fleetj, bat, on failure of success in 
this .quarter,' he Wrotethe next to Eord Macartney, sig¬ 
nifying that he was ready to surrehder his person to avoid, 
the insult of ah :anhe^ , force, pis tprdsiap reminded him 
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by tj& genera) pacification to which, in compliance with the* 
* treaty between the court of Londpn and Versailles, be had v 
♦been invited, Lord Macartney determined that such a rein¬ 
forcement should immediately he sent Ip the southern army, 
to the command of which Colonel Fullarton had now suc¬ 
ceeded, as would enable him to carry his arms into the heart 
of the Mysore country, and such as this officer, on whose 
judgment and produce as well as exertions the committee 
lia4 every reason to rely, had declared ns his opinion would 
enable 1dm to effect the conquest of Seringapatam. lie also 
gave directions for strengthening the northern army under 
Colonel Jpties. The reinforcemo^ recency arrived from 
Europe enabled his Lordship to accomplish these measures, 
and leave, at the sanjc time, a sufficient army in the Cai- 
uatic which had them, in fact, no enemy* to contend with. 
In short, it was resolved carry the war rigorously Into 
the enemy's country, and to assail turn on every side. 

» k » i < * 

T$WP answer ftowj Tippoo -hamper soon after a raved at 
Madrid offering certain'^ondf tion8 r and among others ex¬ 
pressing^ d$sjjfop # U> ftp o^hawdors to treat of peace, 
a point that jivjSia ty? the cpuimittre, who, 

at the same ttao, ohsdrt|^/^iW^0 measure can be consi- 
“ dered as p proof of a coMHj! &p^s}lu>*n to peace until, at 
“ least, t^e English officers f^aH^'||tea|ed on parole; which 
“ is the niork‘necessary as tlujfq i£ ftsjpSbfl to bdieve the hard- 
w ships suffered by the prisoners,taken by'his father or him hat c 
i( already been fatal to many of Ihqn; arid that many of those, 
« who have <• mired, are detained contrary to th^ express 
« wcrd$uf thp ca, itqlutions upon %\ hich they h^d surrendered/ 1 

w * $ 




Macartney. 


201 


■' . *f 1 r 

’ Two vakeels or agents accordingly arrived at Madras, 
from whom it appeared there would be little difficulty in 
coming to an arrangement of terms on the part of their 
master, on the footing of a mutual surrender of places taken 
by both parties during the war, agreeably to the instruc¬ 
tions from Europe; though some objectionable points were 
started, with regard to the restoration of the prisoners re¬ 
spectively taken on both sides. The principal and Hie most 
pressing object which jtord Macartney had in view, in acce¬ 
lerating a |>eabe with Tippoo Saheb, was the saving of the 
lives and the speedy recovery of the liberty of the numerous 
English prisoners in the, hands of the enemy. For the better 
accomplishing this humane purpose, and at the request of the 
vakeels in behalf of theif .master, bat chiefly with a view to 


hasten the termination (&* the treaty by a direct intercourse 
with the sultauh of Mysore, his Lordship appointed two 
commissioners to proceed in company with the two vakeels 
*to Seringapatam to settle, in thc presence of Tippoo, the 
terms of the treaty. To give the more weight and respect to 
such a mission, at the head of it was placed the second member 
of the council, Mr. Sadlier ; and Mr. Staunton, whose abili¬ 
ties and address had so recently and so happily been em¬ 
ployed in the arrangement made with Monsieur de Bussy at 
Cuddalore, was appointed his colleague. Scarcely had these 
gentlemen entered the when the.^inisters 

of Tippoo Saheb demand^the unconditional de¬ 
livery of Mangaloreto-whiqh IVtr./.Ststlti'hton re¬ 
sisted With that bfajust senfe of public 

duty, for which he no tWis distinguished than his principal. 
But- his colleague Mr; ^Saidlier, more intent upon his own 
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safety than on the release of some hundreds of his sti rermg 
countermen, was ready, on the first proposal, to yield the 
point, and thus give up the only security they lmd for the 
speedy delivery of the prisoners. From the petulance of this 
gentleman, and to prevent delay in future in case of any dif¬ 
ference in opinion, Lord Macartney, at the request of Mr. 
Staunton to be recalled or to have a third person added to 
the commission, sent softer them the military secretary Mr, 
lluddlestone, hi order that any contested point might be 
settled by a majority of voices. 


The commissioners on approaching Seriugaputitm were told 
l>y the vakeels, that their‘directions were to conduct them to 
Mangalore. They aecordmgty.quitted the great road leading 
towards the capital, and were conducted over a tedious and 
nearly impassible country, so difficult and dangerous that 
some of their people and Cattle actually perished. They 
passed at a short distance from .Bangalore without being able 
to obtain permission to see any of, the prisoners, or to send 
them the' necessaries which hud been provided for them by 
government. In tfie 'same* ijaAifpe/ they were designedly pre¬ 
cluded from seeing or reliwu^ the^n^ish prisoners in e\ory 
fortress where they were confined, au?d near towjiich they 
passed on t^eic route. They '^ismt^bed letters to Tippoo 
complaining m strong terms of *aptpp treatment; but 

all the satisfaction > they could gel wjfy a declaration from 
hipi, that all the prisons had been ordered from Seringa- 
iy**«*#< lore to oftier places, tor the express purpose 

of belrtg* delivered up to* the commissioners. They disco¬ 
vered alto then letters to and from the presidency o! 
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Madras had for some time been stopped and detained. The 
commissioners at this time were ignorant that Tippoo Sullaun, 
in the true spirit of oriental treachery, had \ iolatcd the agree¬ 
ment he made with Major Campbell, w hen the cessation of 
arms took place on the 2d of August l>efore Mangalore, by 
which agreement it was stipulated, <e that he (Major Camp- 
“ bell) should be at liberty to take into the fort of Mahgu- 
“ lore ten pr twelve days pro\ isions of e\ ery kind; but not to 
“ lay in a greater cpiafitity at a time ; w they were unacquainted 
with the circumstance of this garrison having not only been re¬ 
duced to the last extremity of distress ; but that every informa¬ 
tion which Major Campbell could pick up tended to convince 
him, that it was the nabob's determination the commissioners 
should never roach his cafnp, nor an English prisoner be re¬ 
leased, so long as Mangalore remained in our hands ; that as 
no alternative was therefore left for Major Campbell, but to 
yvrnke the best terms he could or surrender at discretion, he had 
preferred the former, and taken away the garrison. To keep 
back this information, Tippoo had adopted the mean expedient 
of intercepting all* letters addressed to the commissioners.' 
When however his duplicity and want of faith were known, 
and a strong remonstrance delivered by the commissioners, 
lie defended his conduct by recriminating on that of Colonel 
Fullarton, who, he said, bad proceeded, after their departure 
from Madras, against the fort of Paliacachcrry, fired upon 
it, got possession of it, and plundered it of sixty thousand 
pagodas, stores, and provisionsV that he had proceeded from 
lienee to the fort of Coimbatore, which he also plundered 
and sent the spoil to Tricbinopoly. Colonel Fullarion, as it 
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afterwards appeared, had received official information of the 
breach of faith, on the part of Tippoo Sultaun, with regard 
to Mangalore, and very properly lost no time in securing the 
possession of the important fortresses of Pa liaca cherry and 
Coimbatore. The commissioners were not a little perplexed 
by these untoward occurrences. The affair of Colonel Ful- 
larton had been communicated to them by the vakeels on the 
road, and orders were sent in consequence to that officer to 
deliver up those two places long before the treacherous 
acquisition of Mangalore by their master had been made 
known to them. At this stage of the business the commis¬ 
sioners received a variety of complaints against the conduct 
of Tippoo Saheb, most of them exaggerated and some wholly 
unfounded; and many brilliant prospects were held out by 
the army, if permitted only to recommence hostilities; but 
there is often a wide interval which divides prospect from 
possession. However crafty and treacherous Tippoo might 
he, and however justly irritated wc might be against him, 
the commissioners were fully aware of the folly of suffering 
resentment to stifle prudence, and of sacrificing the real 
interests of the Company on a doubtful « issue. They saw 
that nothing short of actual hostilities on his part could war¬ 
rant offensive operations at this stage of the negociation, 
cither consistently with the obligation "of fidelity to the most 
sacred engagements, or of obedience to the orders from Eu¬ 
rope, or of attention to the relief of * Hie Company's posses- • 
sions’from the burdenscalamities of war, or the libera¬ 
tion hf many hundreds of unhappy prisoners from a long and 
miserable confinement. 
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41 “;'kSjgj^ithe; wnraWbn^rs arrived before Mangalore,,! 
and after iiiuch discussion, and subterfuge on the part of 
Tippepand hisministers, and no, -little risk of personal incon¬ 
venience front their firmness, they concluded and signed a 
treaty op tW 11th March, by which ^ mutual restoration of 
places and prisoners taken by both parties during the^ivar 
was agreed upon,. : to;,<b^;^r^ty of peace concluded 

in Europe. ,, ^ 

Thus .^^Vn^^ly :t i,'temdn.ated one pf tpe most ruinous, 
destructive, and expensive, wars, in. which the English, were 
ever engaged in HindOstan;since the commencement of 
which no exertip|^.pf 'fji'e^gpyemment nor valor of the troops 
had ~.tl$e enemy from the Carnatic, 

much less • jqtpt] .own country, and 

compelling him to sue Jor peace. Yet und^ every disad- 

—-vith 
of 

the French, Lprd tp the Company apd 

to the Princes under itsprotectipn, ill their territories entire 
and unmutilated as they siood^ before the war. He copsii 
dered it as more prudent, under all the difficulties 
gers that surrounded the settlement,. to .;accep|; 
peace, tha% to persevere, in a, war ?; Jt)^:|9^sf of f ^l^pust 
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the recent irtstan^'^fp Having aban 

doned 1 Bagonaut ; :;^^j|^^fe ! ‘|^|Jttaav’wa9' strenuously 
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- hinhlhis vassalHyatSaheb the jofttierxhieftain of Biddauore. 
•w;jtefini,:of. the. Carnatic 

'jthat'i.ad $ljLfi Staunton, 
hl^ay's yielded to the pub- 
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atior* arid sufferings had been deplorable to trie last degree. 
Many of them, it appeared, bad fallen sacrifices to poison, 
to famine, and to disease brought on by long confinement in 
filthy (luwgeons; and several of those that survived were re¬ 
duce# to a condition of extreme wretchedness. Xo efforts 
had been spared by Lord Macartney, no means'left untried by 
him to alleviate their efistress; but the comforts he endeavored 
to .. t The sense which 

•thebe'. |is 'Lordship's beue- 

volent ml&tioha #gpi^fs-'in y the |'fidl%vih^ f ad'dress presented 
to Uiiii by the officers. their retunl mifmenient in the 
ftirtof Bangalore i ; ' ; 5 ‘' !■" : [*, .'*■ ! ' 


a 



« pwes«ea a J^riijissibn and 

« acceptance; tibia _ ■j^BftiirtediHftBnt-- of, them. 

« While'We*nndfeaVpi;'^Sb.';|^^to'-;qijr':feelings»>we hope 
« not to *9 
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* and wjiich your successful wisdom has finally removed 
<l ally motive can add force to our duty; or impel us 
^ additional zeal to the public service, it will be tlie most 
M lively and most grateful recollection of the attention with 
“which we have been honored, by which we have been 
“ saved; of the generous care of government, which, thought 
“ immersed in tbe complicated and actual difficulties of the 
“ state, forgot npi the sufferibg soldier. 


\ ^ . * A *' ' 




“ As men instated to life, as members of society restored 
*“ to our friphds and our country, as soldiers restored to our 
“ profession and to honor, permit tis;" my I>prd, with the sin- 
“ cefCst add most -finely,' v:, Saurid'';tlie; v ktOiost respectful 

“ consideration to assure yoUj ^that v\^e shall evesr retain the 
“ deepest sense pf the essential - protection you afforded us, 
“ and that ' we are, &c. &c. \ ? j 

(Signed) “ Thomas Leaf," and 28 others. 


W* ft .' 1 ' 




An event so favorable as that of a general peace through¬ 
out India^ifc;’niigliti.be 'lui^sij^i^wptdd;remove the. greater 
part of V tljosb v “ 11 ^ T ’ 


Macartney had to struggle 
ing at Madras. 
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partial person, on reading over tlie correspondence between 
the two governments, would be apt to conclude that the 
gentlemen, who composed the supreme council, were some¬ 
what like those judges who consider themsehes seated on the 
bench to exert their penetration in discovering the faults of 
those who are brought before them; and that it never once 
occurred to them, that the Madras government was as much 
interested in doing what was right as their own. It would 
be difficult to trace, and indeed it will not here be attempted 
to trace, beyond what the facts themselves declare, the feel¬ 
ings and the motives w Inch operated on the minds of those 
who composed the supreme council; but as it is exceedingly 
important to the character of Lord Macartney that the mea¬ 
sures of his government in India should be pubhckly known, 
for the more they are know a the more will that character 
be revered, so will it be necessary to bring before the public 
eye that part of the conduct of his opponents in Bengal 
tfilieh bears relation to those measu.^s. 

It was pretty generally understood that the character which 
Lord Macartney had established in Russia, in Ireland, and 
in Grenada operated very powerfully in procuring for him the 
appointment to the chair of Madras; and that two of the 
leading' points* in his instructions were, the reformation of 
abuses in the civil and military departments; and the improve¬ 
ment of the Company's finances, by economical arrangements 
and by maintaining and consolidating peace with all the 
country powers. The time that intervened between his ap¬ 
pointment and departure from England was too short foi any 
intelligence of the event to reach Bengal before lie himself ar- 

vol. 1. e E 
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jived at'Madras. He thus came upon them* as it were, by 
surprize ; and it is not'improbable that the sudden arrival of a 
new man of his rank , and character, together with the know¬ 
ledge of the circumstances under which |he'appointment took 
place, might have awakened a spirit of jealousy in the su¬ 
preme council. The rivalship of his known abilities might 
perhaps have been as much dreaded as the weight of Iris sup¬ 
posed interest, which; some of the council apprehended could 
. not fail to relieve from his station sooner than 

„ either he or they‘wished. The caution of his conduct, the 
success of, his measures, the being armed with the. power of 
correcting abuses, the economy he .instantly adopted in the 
expenditure of the public money, and, above all, the firm 
and manly tone of independence which appeared in his pub- 


^ lie and private^conrespoijifeace, ' sedra to liave j detennined the 
supreme council at a very early period of his government, 
to exert against him, as often as occasion 'offered, the whole, 
weight of their Indian experience^ the fertility of their ima¬ 
ginations, and the d^te$|y pf the peison who held the pen, 
which' bh seems to hayev^piM^E^d in, so eminent a degree. 


that if wrri&g;converted into 
right, or supply tie place,'ienb, and propriety, the 
writer might justly set up^l^s^^un for admiration. But 




however ingenious and acutetRe Mpfene council of Bengal 
showed thetnselves to be in argutpenWiion, yet in them this 
quality appeal's fo iarye beeij.supon^^tc' to their fancy and 
to their feelings,' by %bich all their dpiniehs and resolutions 
were evidently tinctiw^d,j^at had any relation tp the go- 
vemment of Madras. 
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Lord Macartney had very early information of the appre¬ 
hension entertained of liim by the members of the Bengal go¬ 
vernment;'and he omitted no occasion to efface from their 
minds an impression so injurious to a cordial co-operation ot 
the two presidencies. In vain however did he give to Mr. 
Hastings the most positive assurances that he had never har¬ 
bored a thought of succeeding to Bengal; that his views were 
very remote from any thing in India; that he had brought 
out with bjni nb prejudices, no .resentments, no connections 
nor plans to serve or promote; but that the general prospe¬ 
rity of the country was his sole object; that although nothing 
could make him lose sight of his reputation, or draw him for 
a moment from what he conceived to be his public duty, yet 
so highly had he estimated the w isdom and experience of Mr. 
Hastings that lie arrived in India with a determination to lend 
his most cordial support to.all his measures. And with the view 
of accomplishing this intention to its fullest effect, he lost not 
a moment in giving him information of his arrival at Madras, 
expressing, at the same titae, a hope that an unreserved con r 
fidence and friendship might be established between them. 
Mr Hastings, in his reply, regrets exceedingly that he was 
not apprized of the probability his Lordships nomination, 
that he might have been prepared with materials to obviate 
the impressions, which lie probably would receive, concern- 
in- the relation in which the two governments stood to each 
other. : “ These,” says he, “ ^ be represented tc? you us 
« proceeding from a ®«r will it be 

“easy for you, uutil.you have had time to look into the 
« depth of allairs, to, avoid yielding something to the sugges- 
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w tioii*/* And in a subsequent letter, he again takes occa¬ 
sion to observe, “ I have already expressed my regret that I 
** had not known of your appointment in time to have fur- 
“ nished you with explanations on some particular points, of 
“ which I expect that an advantage will have been taken to 
“ prejudice your mind with injurious and dangerous opinions 
“ of the designs of this government with relation to yours *f\” 
After thanking him for the return of conBdence, held forth 
in his letters. Lord Macartney observes, “ that it is scarcely 
“ possible for, two persons distant from each other to coin- 
u cide alwa} T s exactly in the same opinion on every particular 
“ point; but minute differences can never effect our general 
“ views, or in any degree weaken that union which I most 
“ sincerely wish to cultivate, and maintain with you. If any 
“ measure proposed by you should happen-to militate with 
“ the ideas which I know are entertained at home, it must 
“ have arisen from a supposition of necessity calling for the 
exercise of discretionary latitude to be allowed and taken 
On extraordinary occasions” And in the same letter he 
further observes, “ New as I am in this country, and 1 totally 
“ devoid of local prepossessions, J canndt have been biassed 
u by any of those rooted aiid popular prejudices, which you 
- foresaw 7 you would have to Oncountef in other breasts 

%«*•.» ‘ ..i . ' _ i . ' ' '* i/li J J'j: ■ . • /* ,i . n.*,» i 
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“ With me the general security and promotion of the British 
interest iti India are the only o^c|$; placmg, as I do, my 
personal advantage solely in the success Of the whole plan, 








* Extract of a letter from Mr* Hastings to Lord Macartney, dated July 7, 1781. 
f Ibid, dated July 73, tjit 
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v u and aiming at no kind of importance from the extent or 
“ value of any part which may continue under my immediate 
“ care 

r y 

The uneasiness which Mr* Hastings tlius evidently felt at 
the moment of Lord Macartney's arrival, appears to have 
arisen principally from an undue interference on the part of 
the supreme council, in matters which concerned only the 
government of Madras, and especially on the three follow¬ 
ing points. 


Shortly after the invasion of the Carnatic, the governor- 
general of Bengal had made a proposition for concluding a 
treaty with the Dutch, in which he consented to cede for 
ever to the latter the whole ^strict of Tinevelly, a country as 
large as England, for the temporary. loan of one thousand 
European troops, for which the Company was besides to fur¬ 
nish pay and clothing. This treaty, which Mr. Hastings 
says, “ was extorted by the cries of despair and judged in 
“ the elation of a sudden return of success,” had been treated 
with derision by the late government of Madras, and the 


nabob of Arcot, to whom the country belonged, refused to 
confirm it. "Whether it was meant to be earned in the teeth 

At 

of those opponents does not appear; but the arrival of Lord 


Macartney with the intelligence of a Dutch war put atf end 
to this most extraordinary sch^me^ v 


^ v y *'" vi 
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The second point on which Mr* Hastings was apprehen- 


siye Lord Macartney migHt not agree with him in opinion, 


■■■ # 


* Extract of a letter from Lord Macartney to Mr, Hastings, dated August io, 1781. 
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was a&niuch more extraordinary in its nature, as it was more 
important than the first. This was the restitution of the 
northern Cirears to the nizam or soubahdar of the Dccan, for 
tlie loan of a certain number of cavalry to act against Hyder 
Ali in the Carnatic. The nizamV assistance, for which the 

T \ 

governor-general proposed so high a pride, could, in fact, be 
of little consequence, even had it been voluntarily offered 


and without c^st, ^cause, from the spirit and discipline of 


■» 1 I '’ 1 > 1 T'V V — t * • 1 

our own troops, numbers, but the means 

of maintaining ;riAbers,« that! Wtere wanted. Besides, Sir 
Eyre Coote' -Jm>d'Morsethat such cavalry, 
- from its insularity and want ;bj[ di^ripline. pould be of no 
sort of use .-‘to him ? .and The measure 

however had been y&oivod, .Bengal 'government; 

but as the final orders had fiOt bee*v dispatched for carrying 
it into execution; Mri"Hastings pai^fjitird Macartney the 
compliment of submittin g^the treaty for his opinion, which 
he pressed him to g||| ^^Jpty; reserve, acquainting, him 
however at the sate 

' r! ' ‘ * ' ’ V 

resolution,. The' grouli 



; it had already passed into a 
_. ears, ,»upon which Mr. Hast- 

k V ; •• ■ • ■ 


ings nrbcofeife& 'value of the tern to- 

ries proposed ft. ^season of peace, he 

estimated at no mote, of forty-three 

' thousand rupees; adding,' even conjecture 

what it mSglit in: ; .presumed boldly 

• to state i* '*»+•'■' '*<' T«. 

Mm that 

be accurately infoitned^f|die^ses:eraI possessions entrusted-to 
his earn s that the v41ue; <SF||he;;Circars wias no longed to be 

*' Y t r r ’ ^ ^ s'? £ *►, ^ **'*+*"' , 4 % . ( *> I lV ■ ** 

estimated by dte culeulations pf the 4 committee of the House 
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of Cbmmous in 177 $ upon which lie'bad proceeded ; that 

in the present year 1781. they wc-uld actually produce, as 
lie would observe by the authentic statement accompanying 
his letter, the sum of six hundred and twelve thousand pagodas. 
•Another reason employed by Mr. Hastings for the cession of 
the Circars was their great, longitudinal extent. “ The proper 
“method,” lie observes, “of estimating the power of any 
“ territory is by , coifcing its means with the line of its 
“ defence, of, in other words, the-extent of its frontier where 
“ it is accessible' to an enemyi and .the strength and value of 
“the military establislipient,' wiirqh it willyequire for its or- 
“ dinary defence compared with, its income. The extent of 
“the Circars islike the'definition of. si mathematical line, 
«length without breadth*:” /to this part:.of his argument 
Lord Macartney ob&ervcs^hat •“ in proportioning our de- 
“ fences to the dimensions of , our territories we actually find 
“ the difficulty, increase, not with their length but breadth. 
^ Dur armiSfiSjftove with qasc,..arul almost without coutiol, 
“ along the qoast; but to .pfene&ate: far into the country 
“ requires means which are not always within our reach. The 
“ narrowness of the Circars in that view facilitates our pro¬ 
jection of them. Where we can approach by sea we are 
“ certain of success f.” Mr. Hastings then proceeds to state 
that, “ of . the consequences of the Circars, in other respects, 
wc know no instances. Pe^*wte ^otive for seeking 
the possession of tfieop** 

lecting a larger investffiwfc ! |#/eomftttinicatiqB whmli it 

1 ? ^ ' * t. ^ i , “* '• j * < 1 v r * % , t/ x 
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• Extract of a letter, from *&&&»'** Ws oOiadl to Charles Smith, Esq. 
»o4 select committee at Madras, dated J<*ly 2. *1® , ‘ _ . , 

+ Extract of a letter fromLord Macartnej to Mr. Hastmgs, dated Aug. , , . 
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#< is supposed to afford between the two presidencies, is ano- 
<l ther advantage which we know to have been ascribed to 
<c it; but this we believe to be purely ideal To which 
Lord Macartney replies, “ that, from the result of inquiries 
“ he has made and the public records, it appears the in- 
“ vestment, since our possession of the Cirears, lias evidently 
“ increased. Prom thence really proceeds, for some time 
“ past, the most valuable part of our* cargoes for Europe. 
“ r rhat country is comparatively found of so much more cou- 
“ sequence than the Carnatic, that if one or other was to be 
“ yielded by us, the prospect of profit to the Company would 
“ lead to a preference in preserving the Cirears. r riicy 
“ besides are our own immediate property. In the Carnatic 
“ it is with reluctance that the present nabob submits to our 
<e influence. No double government, such as subsists in the 
*’ Carnatic, can be durable, uniform, or prosperous. The 
“ Cirears besides approach nearer to our great and important 
“ possessions in India, which are under your immediate com- 
“ mand. The narrow slip which divides them, negotiation, 

M or address, or accident, may make our on» in times less 
“ suspicious of encroachments ; and thus join our territories in 
“ Orissa to those of Bengal..... We should lose in the 4 
“ opinion entertained of our wisdtfm, as well as in our real 
4 ‘ wealth and power, if we were to cede a valuable, solid, 

44 permanent possession for the hollow friendship and pre- 
M carious assistance of an orientat prince^ who has already 
“ betraj cd u,s, and who is thought to haye raised the storm 
“ which now T blows upon us from every quarter f.” Mr. 


* Extract* of <i letter from JSlr. Hastings and his council to Charles Smith, Esq. 
and select committee hi Maura*, dated July 2, 1781. 
f Extract of a letter from lord Macartney to Mr. Hastings, dated Aug. 10,1781. 
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Hastings is aware that one objection may be alleged against 
the surrender of JLhe Circars at this particular time, which he 
mentions for the sake of obviating its impression; “ that it 
44 will be imputed to us as proceeding from weakness, and 
44 the 'desperate condition of our affairs ; and that of course it 
44 will raise the consequence and confidence of our enemies, 
44 and prove a discouragement to others who may be disppsed 
46 to befriend usOn which Lord, Macartney observes; 
44 the retrocession of the Gircars, once so precious in our 
“estimation, by a voluntary offer to the nizani, when we 
44 are involved in a tedious and expensive war, might argue 
“ not only unsteadiness of councils but inability of defence, 
44 without gaining us arty r credit for justice or moderation; a 
44 character less to be obtained by the disposal of that which 
* we possess without actual dispute, than by avoiding to 
44 contend for advantages to which we cannot claim a right. 
44 It must be remembered too that this proposed ally, on a 

former occasion against the sanr: enemy, abandoned us 

" r ^ 

“ with perfidy. It ought not to be thought wise to place so 
44 much confidence in so treacherous a friend; nor is a 
44 Soubahdar of the Decan to be slightly invited into the 
44 Carnatic, over which, from the old constitution of ,tho 
44 Mogul empire, he has a claim to exercise authority and 

44 exact a tribute. It may rather be our interest, therefore, 

■ *. , 

44 that the nizam should remain in a state of quiet at Iiydra- 
44 bad After stating these among other arguments to show 
the impolicy of ceding sudi a valuable country for so preca¬ 
rious, and, at all events, a mere temporary advantage, lm 

* Extract of a letter from Lord Macartney to Mr. Hastings, dated Aug. io, 1761. 
VOL. I. PF 
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Lordship concluded by obsming; “To yon v\ho have, in so 
“ handsome and liberal a manner, called upon me for ray 
^opinion on a measure upon which that reference implies 
“ you had not formed a decisive judgment, I have little occa- 
u sion to offer an apology, though my sentiments should lead 
“ to a conclusion different from the» result of your own 
“ thoughts; for it would not be obeying your commands if f 
“ was not to communicate to you the genuine and candid 
“ reflections dial have occurred to me on the subject: They 
u are declared with diffidence; but thej' press upon my mind 
“ with a conviction that must prc\cnt the possibility of my 
** reconciling it to ray duty to accede, without special autlio- 
u rity from home, to, a proposal which every consideration 1 
«* can give it entirely rejects 

This letter of Lord .Macartney saved the Circars, which 
constitute the most valuable part of the Company’s posses¬ 
sions on the coast of Coromandel; but it w r ent a great way 
towards losing the* friendship of Mr. Hustings. Jt called in 
question the- validity of his opinions, and, what appears to 
have been still more dear to him, the right of interference m 
a matter which exclusively belonged to the presidency of 
Madras. 

t 
i 1 

* * 

It may here be remarked that, in the preservation of the 
four northern Circars, which were* then in the peaceable 
possession of the Company, and whic 1 ' immediately after the 
conclusion of the war yielded a net annual revenue of half 

* Extract of a letter from Lord Macartney to Mr. Hastings, dated Aug. io, 1781. 
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a million sterling, was involved the fate of the “fifth Circar or 
'province of Guntoor, valued at 150,000/. a year, which, 
under the same title and treaty as the other four, was to de- 
volve to the company after the death of Bazalet Jung, the 
Nizam ul Moolks brother. Had the first four Circars been 

i • * , 

yielded to the nizam, the cession would have virtually in¬ 
cluded the fifth. Upon the death therefore of Bazalet Jung 
in October 1782, Lord Macartney conceived k his duty to 
assert the Company’s right to; the; province of Guntoor, in an 
address to the iuzam to that effect^ which, in pursuance of 
his gcnertil orders he sent* to the governor-general to be trans¬ 
mitted to Hydra bad. Mr- Hastings, however, having before 
this time showed something :\e‘ry like a systematic opposition 
to the measures; of*Lord Macartneys did not transmit the 
claim, but suffered it to lie, dormant at tlmt time, and, in 
fact, it was never enforced during his or his successor’s 
government. Thus the Guntoor Circar remained quietly in 

I , r ’ 

ttfd nizam’s hands for several years after the death of Bazalet 
Jung, until Lord Cornwallis very properly revived the Com¬ 
pany’s pretensions to it, and, in 1788, obtained that pos¬ 
session which had been claimed by Lord Macartney in 

3782. \ . 

' . ♦ . , * ■ . 

The third point on which Mr. Hastings was anxious to 

furnish Lord Macartney with Jspjpe^explanation, in order to 
prevent his mind from being ft prejudiced with injurious and 
dangerous opinions of the deigns of tlie Bengal govern¬ 
ment,” was the agreement tie had recently concluded with 
Mr. Richard Joseph Sullivan and Assam Cawn on the part 
of Wallau Jah the nabob of Arcot. We have already seen 

, F V 2 


«( 
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that long before Lord Macartney's arrival, the government 
of Madras had in vain endeavored, by persuasion or by 
threats, to extort from the nabob a single pagoda towards the 
expenses of the war; disgusted with that dependence which 
he had transferred to the Company from the soiibalular or 
viceroy of the Deean and the throne of Delhi, he sought by 
an embassy to England to free himself from their interfer¬ 
ence. He copccived also that a deputation to the govern¬ 
ment of Bengal might a <hl to the advantages, or supply the 
deficiencies of an European embassy. Accordingly in March 
1783, he sent the two persons above mentioned as his mini¬ 
sters with certain requests to the governor-general,, which in¬ 
dicated his aim at an increase of possessions and of power 
that the/Company was not more unwilling than they were 
then unable to confer. To those demands or requests he 
joined, as has already been observed, an offer to assign, 
during the continuance of the existing troubles, the revenues 
of the countries yet remaining to him, towards defraying the 
charges of the w f ai ; on certain conditions however in favor of 
his creditors, who seem have been concerned in this em¬ 
bassy, of obtaining Company’s bonds equal to the revenues of 
tin* districts which had been assigned to them ; but to which 
conditions the government of Fprt St.'George had as little 
authority from the Company to agree, as that of Bengal had 
to enter into any such treaty. This assignment however was 
pressed forward by the nabobs ministers as the first object of 
their deputation; and as it appeared to Mr. Hasting? that it 
promised a seasonable relief to the Carnatic, it w as readily 
accepted, in April 1781, and the replies of the governor-general 
and council, to the nabob's requests were transmittc4 to Madras, 
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with an inftmation that they should be considered as having 
all the sanction, force, and validity of a treaty; and Mr. 
Richard Joseph Sullivan returned with credentials as minister 
from the governor-general and council of Bengal at the court 
of the nabob of Arcot, for the purpose of maintaining the 
faith of that government in the execution of the treaty, and 
also as its representative at the presidency of Madras *. Had 
this treaty and this embassy happened to arrive at Madras 
during the preceding’administration, they would, no doubt, 
have been treated with that derision and, resentment of which 
Mr. Hastings, in his letter to Lord Macartney, expressed, 
not without reason, his apprehensions *f\ The select coiu- 


* See letter from the governor-general and council of Bengal to the Honorable 
Charles Smith and select committee of Fort St. George, inclosing certain papers 
purporting to be an agreement of *,qaal force and validity v$th a formal treaty 
between the governor-general of Bengal and the nabob of Arcot, dated Fort William, 
April 2, 1781s and, letter from the governor-general and council of Bengal to 
Richard Joseph Sullivan, esq. appointing him their representative and minister at 
the court of the nabob of Arcot, of the same date. Appendix, No. 9. A, B, C, 


and D. - ' 

f The impression which this extraordinary proceeding of the govemor-genenal 
and his council made at Madras may, in some degree, be collected from the fol¬ 
lowing extracts: - * 

Extract of a letter from Sir Eyre Coote to Lord Macartney, dated camp at Ter- 
roor, September a, 1781. 

« The part of your letter which has most engaged my thoughts and attention is 
that which mentions the nabob’s new agent from Bengal. It is an arrangement 
which I by no means approve, being a direct infringement of that regular line of 
executive’authority, which has been constitutionally established hy act ofpariiament. 
It is, in my opinion, an act of supererogation in. the governor-general, and an at¬ 
tempt to annihilate a power which can only be diminished or abolished by an au¬ 
thority above any existing in this country ; and I am thoroughly convinced that the 
government of Madras cannot, without being liable to a charge of breach of trust, 
tacitly acquiesce in 90 glaring an encroachment upon those privileges which have 
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’milter, in their veplv to the. 
express their doubts lion* i',w 


emor-£icneral and 

«r O 

> liev might: he justified 


eouuciJ, 
in sub- 


been assigned to them by a constitutional act of pnrh.micm. I hope therefore your 
.Lordship will not allow it to pass umotici d. I can only say, ri i bad I been sit¬ 
ting as a member of the board of Bengal, when * ..eh a measure v as proposed, I 
sl’.ould have protected against it.” 

Extract of a letter from »S.muH Johnson, esq. menu . of th<* select committee 
to General Sir Eyre Coore, dated Madim, bisv \ i. j 7U t. 

11 A few days ago letters arr ved from bn. R ,i.ml Sullivan at Calcutta, an¬ 
nouncing liis being .ippointca minister or resident from the governor-general and 
council at the nabob’s Durbar; and intimating in consequence his resignation of the 
cm nice of military secretary. We hare as yet received no public advices .from the 
governor-general and council on the subject of this appointment, it - object, or in¬ 
tended duration; but from private letters it would seem that Mr. bulb;an i> in¬ 
vented with powers, totally independent o** this government, n ncgociate a tie.try 
with the nabob, for tlis cession of the G.s.'ii itic, 01 certain parrs o r it, to the 
Con'oany ; and thaf lie is afterwards to remain licte as tin minister aim icnroscnu* 
live of the governor-general and council, on in fact, of the Coa nany. 

«* When 1 wrote *0 v>. . of Assam Caw r. and * r. Richard Sullivan being sent by 

the Nabob to CaEntta, cxtrao....nar) it appealed that ! e should an opt such. ■* 

measure, without consul'*ng with 01 ivui informing ns, l had ns. dea of wlut w <r 
in agitation, nor could 1 m leed com.- e *-hat Mr. Hasting': would hare tuonght 
cither his own dignity and co.u.cquencc hu reused, 01 the *mpauy- :meres: ad¬ 
vanced, by bringing d : -honor amt convmpi upon this governr ' or , whatever eh inns 
he might expect to film in the displ y o f superior power, and tlie exhibiting to tin*, 
world our subordinate situation. I imagined his good ,-*cnsc would have shown him, 
and his integrity have made him guard again.-t the danger of weakening our hands 
at a time when all the influence of government:, aided by the public confidence, h 
absolutely neces ry to afford us the smallest hope of :■ ing able much longer to 
strive against the difficulties wlrch hvriound is, l’jj my im ot were 1 to con¬ 
sult merely my, own ease, or itnh d r y t-it.- o* health, 1 so.ould instantly resign 
my statu .1 and withdraw ♦* , om n <ccne whirl), >p uitlirit ■ tt ilu: dbiicuhics insepa¬ 
rable from our situation, now pr"scuta a pro ncet of \v n Me.- vexatious a’tcr- 

enttonewith he governme. i-genera 1 - .locmnul.iti g m-idrs and encroachments on 
their parr, anu the entire destruet* m of *);_e h-union v .uni mutual confidence winch, 
as long as they exist for d ■ iie.tdy e*ettion of our uni'e-’ power and 1''Sources 
would inspire hop'. ;'ai th , have done hen tofo^'A superior to ary nu-fortune. 
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scribing to the exercise of an autlunity contrary to the system 
of the Company’s establishment: they point out the ill conse- 


Since the passing of the net in 1773, as vv ' ‘ ^ before, nil letters, orders, and 
instructions from home, niativeto the affairs of the nabob of the Carnatic, and the 
Company’s connection with him, have been addressed to us, as the agents and re¬ 
presentatives of the Company, and the guardians of their interests on this coast. 
Can then the governor-gtn< ml ami council legally take from usr n trust which we 
hold from their constituents, as well a.- - ours, amt appoint another servant of the 
Company to represent them he , tc act separately irom and tndepimle ,, tly of us, 
in the very seat of our government, to negotiate a treaty with the nabob of the Car¬ 
natic, and enter into stipulations which are to be binding upon us, and must involve 
many important points of which we -re or ought to be the m -st competent judges, 
and cannot but materially influence the attains of the Company committed to cur 
err - , and for the management of whieli we are held responsible ? Neither do 1 see 
any thing i.t the a£l that empowers Mr. Hastings, or the governor-general and 
council, to take a ( ‘■•mpany’s servant from his ruion at another presidency, tree 
him +rom If. obedience ti those whom die Company have constituted his superiors, 
and whom <>e has. c,w tenanted to obey, and invest him with powers to act » 1 '<c- 
pendently of them on the opot where they rev '■ j nor can, in my opinion, a 
Company's servant so situated xvthdv'.w ! imsrlf from theii authority and accept of 
si* h power-., without tht rlcav. an ’ appuolmio”. 

(t We are ever ready tr. achncwh-.. ge the sup. uurnt ; v of the .supreme coun¬ 
cil to tlie utmost extern of the nrds and meanm td the act ahtcii Haulers us sub¬ 
ordinate to them, as f?’ as vcganls tin making pe u.ir, am! makes if unlawful 

for us to enter into an/ treaty without then to..tut and up, union; but we can¬ 
not allow that it confers on them a right to ■ mpower any person to act for tire 
Company in this settlement, or regoci./.e with Jr. nabob of the Carnatic, inde¬ 
pendently of our authority j that conformably to diis opinion wc,.is the Company’s 
> epreseni.it ives on this coast, arc to coincide with them in any plan for a 

treaty with the nabob rh,< !u"- r may iv pleased to suggest, and 1... exert ourselves 
to accmnplis] *be in dv n.o f >PL.:dy and effectual manner but that neither 
our sense of duty to the Compam .m r mirsihes. will dlow us to acquiesce m a 
measure calcaia:1d v <n bn 1 we jf .t at present) > make this government 

eonteriptibh ;n iin e.v. d’ ■ -cry prince ar*d powe* of Hindustan ; to render abor¬ 
tive <>m best exerti.>us, lei. en tiie pubnc cm "me .mil increase difficulties 
we already have 10 strive agam-t, in the most jmv.ng exigency that cvn threatened 
the Company's affairs on dus coast.” 
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quences that might arise from the assumption .of a power ori 
the part of the Bengal government, which it was not autho¬ 
rised to exercise, and reprobate, in the strongest terms, the 
impropriety of suffering an individual appointed by the (Su¬ 
preme council, to exercise any executive authority at the pre¬ 
sidency of'Madras. . They observe that as neither their pre¬ 
sident, nor any other member of the select committee as 
then composed, were in the temporary administration which 
subsisted on the 2d -April, when the Bengal government 
thought it necessary to withdraw its confidence from that 
board, they cannot feel themselves hurt at the preference 


!■ , - • . ,, , , , % i< ( * 

given on that particular occasion to ah individual iur mum- 
taining the faith of their government; but that they did not 


hesitate to expect a candid concurrence with their opinion 
that the governing members of Madras, appointed after ma¬ 
ture and solemn deliberation by the Company, charged with 
their interests and vested with their authority on the coasts of 

Coromandel and Orissa, had a claim for their exclusive confi- 

' * 1 , * . 

deuce, in the endeavors to be pursued at that presidency for 
the Company's welfare *. The committee in their letter observe 
how very much it was the wish of T^ord Macartney to avoid 
even the appearance /of any interruption to the cordial co¬ 
operation in the measures of the two governments, and that 
he had expfessed to tf^em asfrpngdesire, that the whole of 
this extraordinary proceeding should be suspended until he 
had learned through the governor-general, in their private con¬ 
fidential communications, whether he still meant to pursue the 


r V. >f ' |, , r 

* See letter from the president and select committee of Fort St. George to the 
governor-general and council, dated Fort St. George, Sept, 8, 1781. Appendix ; 

- - g XT" ■ fi* » * 

No. '10. ■ • . • 
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‘ whole of the plan; but, they remark, the return and the suc- 
cqqs^of the embassy was announced at Madras with such ce¬ 
remonies of solemn and public notoriety, that the alternative, 
pf silence was no longer in their power. 

In the observations of Lord Macartney on Mr. Hastings’s 
letter, both of which are inserted at full length in the Ap¬ 
pendix *, it will be seen liow studiously he wished to preserve 
that harmony which he considered essential to the public 
safety, at tbe same time feeling it bis duty to communicate 
fully and frankly the objections that weighed on his mind lo 
a measure, which he was told “ could neither be revoked 

a 

“ nor qualified.” This letter it seems, coupled with that 
from the select committee 5 on the same subject, gave mortal 
offence, probably not so much for the difference of opinion 
it contained, as that the mature consideration given to the 
subject by Lord Macartney pointed out the precipitancy 
aJdl want of judgment with which tlx; propositions had been 
made by Mr. Hastings. These letters vindicated moreover 
the legitimate authority vested iu the government of Madras, 
and disputed the legality of that now attempted to be exer¬ 
cised by the governor-general and his council. Men who are 
wedded to power with more than an uxorious fondness can 
rarely bear to have their authority called in question however 
unduly exerted ; aud the power of the Bengal government had 
hitherto been exercised almost without limitation. There 
were a number of other circumstances, in addition to those 
above mentioned, which tended to widen the breach be- 

* 

# Append^, Nos. is aod iz 
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there was a total want of economy both in the civil and mili¬ 
tary department. At Bengal therefore no character could be 
more obnoxious than one of an established reputation for in¬ 
flexible integrity, armed with the power of con&cting abuses. 


Lord Macartney on his part, while determined to do his 
* duty, omitted no occasion of showing a disposition to conci¬ 
liate the good will of Mr. Hastings. t He was aware that 

their private cordiality was the most likely to lead to public 

* * 

prosperity. lie reprobated the idea of 4 m unworthy jealousy, 
and was for a long time unwilling to believe it could have 
any existence in an enlightened mind like that of Mr. Hast¬ 
ings, iu favor of whom he* seems to have gone out to Iudia 
with the strongest prepossessions. He arrived there with a 
determination to promote**© the best of his power, that sys¬ 
tem which the situation, the experience, and the sound 


'udgment of the governor-general had, as he supposed, laid 
clown for the Presidency of Madras, but instead of system he 


complains that he found only a mass of capricious and con¬ 
tradictory orders, with the assumption and exercise of powers 
unauthorized by act df parliament or the Company's instruc¬ 
tions. If Lord Macartney had any difficulties, they appear 


to have arisen solely from a sense of duty, and a resolution 
to sacrifice every thing to the public service. Ilis whole go- 
\ ernntent clearly evinces that be had no personal views to 


were appointed with large salaries, wfiq never proceeded on their embassies; but a* 
'there is no intention to partiodarh® abuses, the fact only is tlie 


different systems pursued by two governments, 

O G 2 
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forw^n^, ,wo angry passions to gratify. To Mr. Hastings be 
w^s always ready to do most ample justice. Though il was im¬ 
possible he could acknowledge Mr. Sullivan in the capacity 
he was placed by the supreme council, he did not set aside 
the appointment. The commission! recommended by the 
governor-general for the arrangement of the nabobs finances, 
he suffered to take place, and put Mr. Benficld, who was a 
favorite at Bengal, at the head of it. He was always ready to 
acknowledge to the court of directors, in ten ms of unqualified 
praise, the assistant he bad met with in'money and provi¬ 
sions from Bengal: ,and although,Mr. Hastings had inti¬ 
mated, at a very early period of Lord Macartney's govern* 
moot, that tx> cordiality or even familiar intercourse could 
subsist between them, bis Lordship seised the very first occa¬ 
sion of showing him there was no resentment on his part 
by congratulating him on his narrow escape from and the 
happy suppression of the rebellion of Cheyt Sing. Mr. Hast¬ 
ings however did not, think fit to renew the correspondence, 
even on public subjects, or to observe the decency of Com¬ 
mon civility by acknowledging the receipt of his letters. To 
prevent the very serious inconveniences that would necessa¬ 
rily result to the CompanyXfffi^r* ftpUM 1 complete disunion 
in the sentiments and $6 whom they were 

entrusted, Lofd Macartney* an effort of a 

different kjp&' towards a tewncilti^j^ "Ifrith this view, in 
February 1189, bis craMraj fftfUd and secretary 

Mr. Staunton to Bfapltfill the puipo*e<>f eitplainjng his 
motifs to Mr* a variety of points, where their 

opinions bad n$t coincided. On this occasion, he wroto ta 





"■if: 

ni 




m 


the gpyiritot-g^ril ai follows: “ The interruption in ouV 
“;co^ tour, joined to an ap- 

prehension tbtiit myi lhay libt hate sufftci^htij con- 

w tejred to you the settfimefits of ray mind, has given me a 
“ good deal of concern. And I will confes to you, that it 
“was not a little eherea^t by ihdriiations I had re- 
“ ceived of your not having taheoinsogpod part as T wished 
“ the freedomwithwfrifch 1;gaye: ytfa/^-^>nii6n upon some 
“ points, where it Wat imtfo&iUe'f&r $0 to avoid it. ‘ To re- 
« new this subject, at present, would leddi tb discussion which 
« I trust our mutual dispositions wdl render totally uniieces- 
“ sary, as I can very sincerely• assure yoh, that the same 
“desire, which I formerly express^, of most cordially co- 
« opemting with you and de%ring to your opinions, as far 
« as may be, id i&fc power, Sbntiihde^ riot less sfrdng at this 
« moment than ever* ' I trust that Sir: Maepberson will have 
“ jjjpne justice^, - "X : this suhjedt when lie 

“ passed hettf s'jjiSih' •• dW»y possible wfight, I now 

« dispatcht&ybtf&^geiie^n|ttt of my inmost f confidence, to 
« -whom. jioii : twy greatest safety, communicate 

« every you wish me to possess, and" 

« who will with perfect freedom communicate to you mine. 

« As sdon WMr* $lii^ ‘ 

« ptofHWtaj^ ‘be"’ 

I 

! ^4 : SsS£iSi ." ' 

J 1 ■ 7?* j Tr'/T T "r‘.. 

bC from. 

k is SO 
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“ convenient to nse than to 

“ had long mtended ■%_ • 

.“Mr. 

* - • *■ « 1 <%* A* 2. x. 2 . 1 Ufa AA i « 


** His abilitifc 

■'-kubb. better'" ~ tMe##^abyoiieIknow 
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With this' rtaA Nr- 1Iaslitl f 

" cd Mr. Staunton m, 

be Satisfied so efiecloallj, . 


plai*tk£i satisfied so efoctoaflj, , 

ments. wd hfrdfclf^h ^ S°° d °] > I' 

doo^of tl,e object of » 

mission ;being „ ^Jfostjiigv to ,d< *’ 

assured him that ,n a11 P° !n *» 

that he could us0 > ; ih;fe^.t» M ,, f »*>■ «a- 

io-operete: with .rf^pj^^is measures, and. to ae 
with coididlilyi .jfi^eeufeWipiia^ .auction.^w^rcls hip, that 

wwi ’^ Wc 0 lhe 



/’•*,%Blind tliom 'T trill 

^ Staunton has^#»n|.wdi db,ju 9 t.ec ta tkm. I Mill, 

^Hastings, dated 3d Vthvvwfsifi?* 



Si’*' . 


t,,; KAKJU Uf MAUAK.nNJb.Ya 21I 

3 •■ • '.*• *V» >' 1 ' » ’• v 

,. A" ' " v 

* cogent ^yself with, simply making my warmest acknow- 
'■A HaiWVridbavprecI'to give effect to your Lord- 

this ingenuousv'^fpceeding, by the most free ' 
communication of my sentiments to Mr. 
K:%|h;0t6n upott every subject which ybu have charged him 
■« Wit'li ? mirl ’ T tmftf: thpv are such' ,hs will convince your 
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‘V witli j and, ,1 trust; they are/ s^feh ^s 
“ Ilordship bf the anxjop$ desire Miipli I hare to cooperate 
j** yjjth 'you of the Carna-* 

tfcj’ ’ibf • arid for the honor of 

tt waiw nWtHkh-'vttiis'' crovern inont. 


mg all these assmrattCts-,pifi^o4^'v'l% r dp®p?ortney, under Ins 
own hand .and .very mo- 

ment he was;.iK^|'Kted^^^^i;fe'W?f ^‘:W., tl,e ' su Pl >ort 
« of. his admi- 
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jfeth' March alresidjf^b>cb was transferred to 

Sir. Eyre tlie ful,est 

“ possible extent of ^hb^Wes,’' thereby reducing to a tper? 
* 'cypher'that of if. whose 

authority atfd 'ftonof^ be -h^ almost in the same breath 
plc^ged'himselft tp jrappo** 
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• better from Mr. Hastingsto fiord ilacartncy,dated 2lstdviarch 17?^?;:, 
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♦ Sir Eyre Cotite, it reeme, fed dfcpSSlpMe-seefetsry «e Bengal jo<»bout the 
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; time when Mr* IJtaunton wee there*- t^-siOToMp^to ,t . ... 

. eil. the intention of Asm f'* 

unless he wi* indulged with bMh cml and 

, military. -Whether thelWphiiBSSiwat'W" tl*r|dM^«tt,-'■««( fte ataiety of the 
supreme council to keep Sir away fi(d» &h|d, most prerailed docs not 

'appears but the letter of die 11th MaTch war the reeultof the mission, and wa* 
,,carefully concealed from Mr. Staunton. 
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necessary to take some notice on particular points only, as a 

1 . ' * i ^ 

history of the systematic opposition of the Bengal govern¬ 
ment to the measures o£ the presidency of Madras would 
alone occupy a volume- 


Long before the intelligence had, arrived in India of the 


■*© 


peace which h'ad been concluded in Europe, Lord Macartney 
had made every-exertion to dissolve the connection between 
the French and the family of Ilyder Ali, and by effectuating 
a peace with the latter to defeat the views of the former on 
the peninsula of India. But the superintending power of 
Bengal did not find it expedient to give him the authority 
which was necessary for such a purpose, or to send any in¬ 
structions or communicate any information respecting their 
views as to peace or war, or negociation with - any of the* 
country powers. Neither did they continue to furnish those 
remittances which the increased expenses of the Carnatic 
Iriore than ever demanded ; oh the contrary, they forbad the 
presidency of Madras to draw on the government of Bengal 
for a single pagoda. In such a state of things a peace with 
the successor of Hyder Ali became almost indispensable, 

4 „ V t 

and-letter after letter was dispatched to the superintending 
government for their instructions on this point; No instruc¬ 
tions however were sent till the commissioners for settling the 
treaty of peace had left Madras, and when tflby did come 
they seemed to refer so mysteriously to something which they 
did not communicate, that whatever line the ^presidency of 
Madras should take, it would equally have been* liable to the 
misconstruction of the uncandid, and the censure of the igno¬ 
rant. They therefore,adopted the line which appeared most 

VOL. i. 
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consonant with the intentions, the reputation, and the trne ; 
interests of their employers, and effected, as we have seep, 
an advantageous and an liondral% peace. Agreeably wt.th 
the terms of the treaty this peace was to be ratified within 
three months by the government of Bengal. When it was 
transmitted thither for .this purpose, the governor-general 
happened to beat Lucknow, but it was acknowledged m c ue 
forai by the persons for . the time vAtcd with, and m the 
exercise of, all the powers of the gcivemor-gcneral ami coun¬ 
cil It was returned thus ratified, sent to Tippoo Sahel), the 
receipt of it acknowledged by him, and there was not the 
smallest doubt of his being perfectly satisfied with the intifi- 
catioh. Yet, many months after this event, about the imd- 
die of July 1784, a new ackuowted^trient was r<?ccncd at 
* Madras of the treaty with Tippoo Sultaun, signed as before 
by the members of the supreme council at Fort William, am 
bearing the additional signature of Mr. Hastings at Lucknow. 
It blight not have appeared merely superfluous and awkwaid 
in the committee of Fort St. George to forward to I.ppoo a 
fresh acknowledgmentit might, to his mistrustful mine, 
have seemed to. argue a ^copiousness <)f defect m the fo - 
mer transaction, dishonorably concealed from him by the 
government of Madras. B»t 4 to, thjs new acknowledgment 
there was appended a declaration governor-general and 

council relate to the nabob Wallft^Jab, who, though sub¬ 
stantially and effectually included in the treaty, precisely,as 
he had been in the former one of 1739, and also in the 
Mahratta treaty, had, m puisuance of his schemes for inde¬ 
pendent sovereignty, wished to be considered as ^on 1 . act¬ 
ing par ty. Sucli a proposal to Tippoo Saheb, relative to the 
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naljob Wall&ti Jail, whose very name was, hateful to him, 

> t 

would, at any favorable change in his affairs, have furnished 
a colorable pretext for breaking the treaty. It might reason¬ 
ably have been supposed, that the fatal consequences of 
plunging anew into a war with the Mahrattas, after treaties 
had already been concluded with them, would have furnished 
the government of Bengal with an useful lesson against en¬ 
dangering a war with any other power with whom peace had 
been concluded. The members of this government ought to 
have known and considered that the embarrassed situation of 
the, Company's affairs, at home as well as in India, was but 
ill suited for the commencement of a new war. Had they 
permitted themselves to take a dispassionate view of the 
situation of those affairs i n every quarter, they would proba¬ 
bly have spared themselves the trouble of so silly an inter¬ 
ference. Just emerged from a scene of general warfare, in 
which their exertions had been far beyond the natural re¬ 
sources tif the Company ; plunged buo distresses and burdens 
from which there was little hope of safety or even of tempo¬ 
rary relief, but, in the continuance of tranquillity, the govern¬ 
ment of Madras had full conviction that nothing but inevi¬ 
table disgrace and ruin could be the result of a renewal of the 
war. They felt, that the interest, indeed the very existence, 
of the Company and of the British power in India,, depended 
on their observing-a temporizing conduct with Tippoo, and 
obtaining time to breathe and recover from the arduous 
struggle in which they had: been so recently engaged. 

i. 

In every point of view therefore this new interference was as 
unnecessary as it was impolitic. The nabob himself did not 
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pretend'that his name was omitted in the treaty, or that the 
omission of it operated any degradation or disadvantage j he 
had fears only that such omission was with a design of effect¬ 
ing those purposes. But if the governor-general and his 

•* i # 

council had supposed those fears to be really felt by him, it 
would have been more consistent to dispel them .by address¬ 
ing the declaration to him and not to Tippoo Sultaun. By 
sending their declaration and their orders through the chan¬ 
nel of the Madras government, they rendered it liable to. the 

‘ ► ' .fv >■ 

imputation of inconsistency and guil^ if it partook in the 
measure, or of disobedience if it resifted. It is true they 
were not authorized to give any such orders to the govern¬ 
ment of Madras, which could not indeed negotiate or con¬ 
clude a treaty or commence hostilities without the previous 4 
consent or approbation of the Bengal government; but. here 
there was no intention to negotiate or to treat; there was 
assuredly none’ to commence hostilities. Lord Macartney 
saw at once the drift<of this new acknowledgment afid decla * 
ration, and convinced in life own mind that the chief view of 
his enemies was to embarrass his government, he prepared 
himself to meet their design. with a calm and manly contempt 
for those consequences, at which their hostility seemed to 
aim. He was conscious that thp ground on which lie stood 
would support him with firmness.. After an able and dis- 
passionate survey of the danger, the folly, and the wicked¬ 
ness of their present proceeding, he thus concludes his minute 

ft * . V'* 

in committee on which a letter, wa^ grounded from the 
Madras presidency ! to the governor-general and council of 
Bengal. “ But if the governing members of Bengal are deter- 

4t . mint'd to prosecute their point until they can succeed in the 

' .8 
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w suspension, 'winch it is assured some of them already have 
“ seriously had in contemplation, the president, who would 
“ seem to be the main object of their adverse pursuits, is will- 
“ ing to take upon himself the whole responsibility of dcclin- 
“ ihg for the present to participate in the proposed measures 
si from Bengal. His mind is resigned to any personal con- 
“ sequences that pan happen to him from an adherence to 
“his duty. lie is ready to expose himself to suspension, 
“ rather than execute measures which, at this time, in his 
“judgment, threaten the welfare and safety of the public; 
“ or, if the government of Bengal chuse to persist, in their 
“present orders, under the present circumstances, and re- 
“ peat them under the penalties of disobedience, lie will 
“ spare them the formality of suspension, and retire from 
“ his present station on their first notice. The Carnatic ova- 
“ cuatcd ; the war at an end ; the assignment productive; and 
“ the constitution of the government ascertained; his sue- 
“ cessor may meet with less .difficulties than he has had to cn- 
“ counter. In the critical and laborious scene in which he 
“ has been engaged, his health, his time, his satisfaction, aud 
“ most of the comforts of life have, with honest and unremit- 
“ ting zeal, been sacrificed to the public service *. 

■t* 

To the same effect his Lordship addressed also a separate 
letter to the governor-general and his council, signifying his 
readiness to take upon himself the whole responsibility for 
not complying yith their brders, * and exculpating his col¬ 
leagues from any charge of disobedience; on their part. The 

* Lord Macartney’s minute in the select committee, July if, i7®4* 
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proceedings of the latter, on this separate letter of the presi- * 
dent being laid before them, convey so honorable a testimony, 
aftd speak so strongly their sense of the zeal, the ability, and . 
the inflexible integrity of Lord Macartney, that it would not 
be doing justice to his memory' to withhold them from the 
public *. 


By this peremptory refusal to comply with the proposal to 
Tip poo Saheb of new, disgusting, and useless conditions, 
even after the final ratification of the treaty, the general tran¬ 
quillity of India, which had so redgntly been restored, was 
not at this time put to the hazard of a rupture: and Mr. 
Hastings found it expedient to spare himself the oclhini which 
the measure of suspending Ibord Macartney would not have 
failed to excite against him from every quarter; except indeed 
among ihe friends of that narrow prelef where such a mea¬ 
sure would have been carried. ,Hi$ Lordship however was so 

jr B jf f > '* ^ 

disgusted with measures and orders that could neither be 
justified by precedent, reason, or necessity, and which pro¬ 
ceeded so "glaringly from no other motive than that hostile 
disposition, which hadbutjtoo frequently manifested itself 
against him, that lie would at once have retired from the chair 
uf the presidency, if any person appointed at home to succeed 
him had been upon the spot tofiflit, lie earnestly entreated 
the Court of -Directors to make sucli;apjfoi htment. Previously- 
indeed to ibis period, in his letter of the 24th January 1784, 

" / . , f * .. * * 1 ' , ,v ‘ r v, 

* Extract from the minutes oFtbcselect committee ojF the presidency of Fort St. 
George* July 31, 17841 Appendix, No. 14. 

f The supreme council waft composed of Mr. Hastings, Mr, Macpherson,' ami 
JMr. Wheeler. .4 
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to the secret committee of the Court' of Directors, ho had 
observed, 44 I will freely own to you that, during the whole 
“ course of my public life, nothing has given me such real 
44 concern as that it should have fallen to my lot to conduct 
44 ybur administration here at a period when every measure I 
44 take is so full of hazard, and when I find it utterly impos¬ 
sible to execute what I conceive to be the duties of my 
44 trust, and even the first and most essential rights of your 
44 government, without various opposition and much private 
“ animosity. But as I happened to embark in your service 
“ at a very critical and alarming period of your affairs on this 
44 coast, it would have ill become me to suffer any cireum- 
44 stance of ill health, danger, or disgust, to incline me to 
44 abandon, during such a period, the station in which you 
44 had placed me, whilst I was able to undergo, at any risk, 
“ the fatigue and anxiety with which it has been accompa- 
“ niecl. You will also easily conceive that as I have rcligi- 
“ ously observed my covenants to (ho honorable Company, 
“ the state of my private fortune*would but ill bear a sudden 
“ resignation of my present appointment. Yet as my health 
“ has suffered much, and as it may be doubted whether a 
« further sacrifice of it would be repaid by such a success in 
“ my future efibrts, for the more solid atul permanent esta¬ 
te blishment of your affairs here, as to determine me on re- 
“ maiiiiug in the charge of them, I think it my duty to sug- 
« gest to you the propriety of appointing an eventual successor 
“ to the government of Fort‘Si. George, in the ease of my 
“ death or departure from this place. The administration ot 
« your affairs in this part of the world immediately succeeding 
44 the restoration of peace, piust decide the futuie stability 
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“ or declension of yoiir commerce and dominion ; and unless 
“ you appoint the ablest and honestest men that can be found 
“ to fill the first situations, your possessions most assuredly 
“ will soon slip from you, and your Indian empire will pass 

away like a shadow, and be only remembered as a 
4 ‘ dream.” f 

The Directors however found it expedient to detain Loul 
Macartney m India for further mortifications, before the> 
thought fit to relieve him from his government. Those morti¬ 
fications seem principally to Jiave arisen out of the assign¬ 
ment of the revenues of the Carnatic, which he had with 
great skill and management procured from the nabob ol 
A root to enable the Company to carry on a w*ar which had for 
its object both their and his own annihilation. The history of 
this tiansaction, and its consequences tp the personal feelings 
the future fortunes and the character of Lord Macartney, 
is too important to be passed over without particular notice. 
It may serve also to throw some light upon the character and 
conduct of those dependent princes which the Company's 
sen ants have, unwisely as it would appear, set up between 
their masters, who ought to hold the real sovereignty of the 
conquered countries in their own hands, and the numerous 
and oppressed subjects of those countries. 

j 

* * 

When tord Macartney with infinite address, perseverance, 
and difficulty had, at length, succeeded* in obtaining from, 
the nabob of Arcot a voluntary assignment of the revenues of 
the Carnatic for the support of the War, of which he had been 
ihe principal caust, and in the exent of which he was most 



\ * EARL OF MACARTNEY. * 4 , 

materially Concerned, although hitherto he had not In leallty 
advanced a single pagoda towards the ^&st expense of rang¬ 
ing it on, his Lordship immediately placed the collection 
and the application of the assigned revenues under the direc¬ 
tion of a committee, of which Mr. Oakley was president, 
whose integrity and ability gained them, universal applause. 
The gentlemen however, who composed this committee, soon 
discovered that, notwithstanding all their precautions, the 
terms of the agreement were most grossly violated by the 
agents of the nabob, fly their vigilance they detected the 
secret orders, which were sent into the prQvinces, to counter¬ 
act their regulations, and the plans that were adopted for in¬ 
stilling into the minds of the renters a distrust of the validity 
* of the engagements they had entered into with the English 
government. Jn fact, the Committee had ample proof that 
delays and c\ asions were created, and scenes of oppression 
and gross mismanagement committed in every district, wheio 
tlid influence of the Durbar had secretly worked its wa v ; that 
large sums of money had been embezzled and sent pnvatcly 
to the nabob’s second son the Ameer ul Omrah. This prince 
iiad, in fact, been greatly instrumental m obtaining the 
assignment, and became.security to his father for the due 
performance of the conditions of the agreement on the part 
of Lord Macartney*. Ha\ing long obtained a complete 

* Translation of an obligation given by the nabob Ameer nl Omrah Bahauder to 
his Highness the Nabob Wallau Jab, dated 14 Zehgi 1195, or 1st Dectfmhu 
1781* 

“ I do hereby represent and declare to his Highness the Nabob in the most solum 
manner, and with the utmost sincerity, that what I have hitherto percuvul m tin 
conduct and verbal assurances of Lord Macartney is Tot his Htghncss\ good, and 
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pq>Sd<^||Oti of his father's mind, he had lor many year* before 
b i&k intriguing to secure to himself the succession of the Car¬ 
natic to the disherison of his elder brother Ouidut ul Omrah, 
on whom it was settled both by grant and treaty ; *>nd he now 
conceived that by rendering this signal service to tl^p Madras 
government he wotjld establish a claim on its support and 
assistance for the accomplishment of his unjust views. He 
calculated likewise Vi the vast sums of money he would be 
enabled, by life secret influence and management, to embezzle 
to lnmsetf ftptn the aumildars or principal renteis appointed 
by the committee of thd> assigned revenue. But the stubborn 
integrity of Lord Macartney, ftjtldl the vigilance and activity 
of the committee, soon put pn end to the expectations he had 
iormed on this head, iijd badlod alt his schemes of ambition 
and of wealth. Thus disappointed m the stroug liope he had 
entertained of miking the ^assignment subservient U> Ins 
views, So Set at work every dhgine that cunning and false¬ 
hood could supply, to recover tlie^ignmCnt of the revenues. 
For purposes of thU'nature fit instruments aic seldom want¬ 
ing in Ind&* *There vvai a man to tffo Company's serv ict% 
whose enmity Lord'ljJiCfttfucy Jufcd secured by being obliged 


if k * 

that his Lor4ship considers the injuries an/Advantages of the Company and the 
Nabob to be and the same. A ru} thereby SiMI myself to the nabob, in case 
his highness slid# invest Lord Macartney With over the revenue of his coun¬ 
try, and to appoint renters for the Orca*** his Lordship will apply him¬ 

self solely to the collection of those revenues, wUhont lb least interference in his 
highness’* government } ^ndfarthip, that Ins Lordship ;*5ll strictly adhere, without 
the feast deviation, \o cfety proriiyse Jt engagemenf diet he may make with the 
nabob, relating to this business, finite do 1 become hound to the nabob for th< 
above t sad in case |t sh ,f hereafter be departed from* I will take the blame am 

rtsn ifiihlUtv noon mvjwif * v\ < 
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/tbf Wti Cfok| softie of his employments. Men of un-' 

,, bridt^{|^oA$ are ofteher connected by their enmities than 
•^lihdH^^urds* The Atnecr ul;0mrah and this man were well 
; each other. Mutual esteem did not appear, to 

“ u a thetn by any tie offri end ship; but as soon as the ob* 


i jesefe’ of their antipathies was'' the they united at once. 
This man, though a s^yant .of ijbe Company, without the 
permission tf the>,|$^^ the Company’s 

orders, had constant ;<^#uriicatipn with the nabob and the 
; .Ameergul’Jfef^ -he pubs 

Jielv devoted himseJf t<4 the; service pf the;nabob, misinform- 
v ing his mind, ndsieadmg ■I*$K judgn^nt» ^citing his passions, 
and fomenting his desigpn$f:eontrary tb the real and ultimate 
: interest, satisfhetidnj and t^tflqhilKty, of the nabob himself, 
and contrary tb; the ■ intetci# and .reputetioii bf the British 
nation, the Company^ "aocj v 1|he C^ippany’s goyerntnent at 
Madras. By the machinafibps these byo men the good 
effects that weye calcufepl to Ij^se front the assignment 
were fora time successf ally opposed; and, in consequence 


of them, considerable perplexity and confusion prevailed in 
the country districts. But the scrupulous exactness and 


the indefatigable labors of the committee, ot assigned revenue 



^rneer and die 

latter, finding reproach ot 

^violating a solenm andVoiimtaiy^^engagement, had recourse 
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"productive, and to vilify bis conduct; that every practice, 
tv^i^ cotiid allure or deter would be employed by the Bur- 
ba^ (Sut he was determined to persevere steadily, unshaken 
w b^in^ace and unsediiced by temptation. Bis rigid adhe¬ 
rence to covenants, and bis positive refusal bf all presents 
from the first moment of his arrival in India, were matters 
so new to them that they were totally at a loss to what mo¬ 
tive they ought to be ascribed. At one time such conduct 
was impu-tAtt’td.; : hiji• j^6*sttncc. of the mode of governing the 
black peo^'b^|t^ia£ ij at another it was suggested that his 
avarice might aim at something more' than Had yet been of- 
fered ; and under the idea th^t by encreasing the bribe, the 
temptation to accept it in proportion, 

the usual lack of pagoda$' presented to a new governor was 
encreased fd >vith; ai*%ology from the nabob ffer having, 
in the first instance, offered to a man of his rank in life the 
$um only which was due'to a v commoner*. The embanass- 
iheni into which the refusal of 80,000 Z. threw the whole Dur¬ 
bar was extremely amusing to Lord Macartney. Another 
lure had been held out to him at a very early period of his 
government. Recording, to a,custom, which it seems is \ ery 
common among those powers of India, who are said to be 
under the Coinpany% protection, every governor, admiral, 
or commander in chief who may happen to wear the insignia 
of any order of distinction or mei% :% hWbst certain df^being 
presented with $ given:,fb : uiHlerstand 

that a plain- silver. • as 

compatible with hi$|&i^ami ^dp^rahd that he must 

therefore allow them him wh^ dnfe ’more becom- 

’ > j n g his dignity^t to be “ only a little betel among 



^p^^v^ppc.'UFE or w 

tiiil cerfefnony sotne idea may be coll ^JS» 

:«^i Wi^^ k - 

i - his h 'S hne8S .H J?jv’ kfbit to'‘Sir Edward _§r 
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“ invited to this breakfast, and both he and Sir Heoftor wore 
should be so. To, their great surprise he was not 
« andupon inquiry it was found that Paul's * preach- 

« ing had prevailed against their’s, and the governor was not 

“ invited ; , 

'" v " • Sk me servavit Apollo* ' 

• .. . , ..■■■• 1 V,; m . • 

,M* J . , 1 * » ' t , 

:'** for it would have embarrassed me confoundedly to have 
“ been asked, very strong 

“ language .agatjtt*i; : ;thi$^jayg'.st^^nd,;there is not a ragga- 
“ main herejh' theV mayor's court double 
“ the value of it It WaS onceJtijOHghf that no Knight of the 
“ Bath could re$i$#these gewgaws; 
« yet out of >aif thraa r tli^re ; i£'one.atleast, who 

“ has pot ^ , That'sJurf,;among others, 

“ was thrown «$*$, : >vas rejected, and was 

« called was akind qf betel 

Ml was determined neither’. to ,^ew nor swallow, and I wish 
«< of our friends had beeti jat the, same way of thinking. 


Finding the inefSeacy pf every attempt to allure by pre¬ 
sents, or deter by menacej the nabob's son and his associate 
had recourse to the writing of Jetters, jn the nabob s , name, to 
Bengal, filled with misrepresentation and falsehood, to 

Lord Macartney epuched in gre^; ,^4|^ve ,l^age. 

_he seen, were^entercc 



Many of ’-the- fornpw, as; ^jWS^fK 1 ? cen > . 

ings, but careft.Ily c 0li epleA^4 the gover^ f f.Madn.s. 
To .the latter for, . X^^p^ttescended to. 

. '•; .• ; |;, 0 , -\&+* 

* Paul Benficld, i$ the person here alluded to. 
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reply in teams of respectful civility, and. declarations of his 
good intentions towards himself and his family. “ Ip all 
WjSentsTand at all times,” he observes* in one of his letters 
the nabob, “ your Ughness s mpy:^w^,|^ t; pn. the rec- 
« titudeiofmy intentions.,, ren- 

« der youf higiuess’s ;: ,*9. . re * 

« store peace amt ^s|i!eii|y' ;: to^<mr‘ dmniinpni; .and prefee 
« for the heavy 'dife dd€ ;to' the Company and your pri- 
« vate credit&ft^ Thesearp th<5objeets’nearest my heart, and 
“ I have iio dOubt df di^r beihg &ty accotuplished if your 

y° ur: own mind > 

and'dfe^pW.BiSt^^aW'y. ^FWM^^fe a i® ratl0a .' ' vhlcb * 

« ag »;servant 
“ W%-dn.pa;.yv ■ - 

■j 1 , I* • -- *.< art* * I» l V v A , 1 Sll \ I *?„»,.[ ' \ ' ,** i> * ** ,v, V « ■ 

*' But t<>; ; render an< * 

‘ wdiild' lint have an( * v * ews 

oP& Atheer ut Ohirah iud ^ f$end: $|be steadiness 

* ‘ 1 t 1 I' '.'J -L.wfc. >v O . . S*-.- «, h 4 -• I 1 - ’ I •*» ->* ' it.'. - JlL-- - —» « 

dr 

assot 

characll|^$ft^^ upon his con¬ 
duct. ' of. the nabob 

• which w^^BtSa^^ta'S^pii^^uting corruption to 
him whoj ttpm 'the’-'htwutijU^^pll.ida India, they were 
•••'ULu ft*Abenefit “ a 


well convia^ had never acMpted^PiS own benefit « a 

“'single -pi&yMi^ ' 

o *T‘its.,;.- *:«v. ... .*'**'?> 


[. •Piv nilltu ut vuiiau «uu , mvu iMVMM. —-■- 

'.i%ded;fo'eka 8 per^te.' Ijfese,-. hnprineipled 

m u Pon w* 


f 'lNSneiV■ <They pre- 
ttlM'^the- asfcd 6 : .ioMll^®Tin»^f''.W^d whojecoiffipil, 

,» M V ' jjt ’, ■ > T ‘ft* *‘ , 1 , -V' *'■ * . *, ' , - , 'i P. _ - ' ^' A"V .' • 

i>£lYt11k.'iLiiMSSMiJ *♦ l> >''iee g »ii*l<>g8i‘ t a-i r t- nottr fliP VT Kskn SfllHP 


” to him, who, 
; f in the opinion-of 


they knew, they had some; 
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v Friends, abusing the president in the grossest terms, and in¬ 
venting the most malevolent and improbable falsehoods with 
the view of sowing a division'between him and the inembcis 
of his government; but this expedient failed them. The select 
committee, in their general letter to the Court of Directors 
observe, on this occasion, 41 We cannot deny ourselves the 
44 satisfaction of giving this public testimony of our indig- 
44 nant sense of the injuries which Qiir president .lias drawn 
44 upon himself by his disinterested goal for the welfare of 
44 your affairs, and the just and necessary measures which 
44 that zeal has dictated ; nor should we acquit ourselves of 
44 our duty to you, or do that justice to our president, which 
44 he merits at our hands and yours, iff when every species 
44 of calumny and abuse js employed to traduce and vilify his 
44 character, and every expedient tried that low cunning and 
44 disappointed ambition can suggest to embarrass his adnii- 
44 mstration, we omitted to declare our most sincere and con- 
' « scicntious belief, that to those very measures you princi- 
44 pally owe the salvation of your interests, and the nabob 
44 any reasonable hope of being restored to the possession of 
44 his country. We have also pride and satisfaction in asSur- 
44 ing you, that although the nabob has not thought proper 
“ to include your select committee in his reproaches, we have 
44 uniformly supported and acquiesced in the conduct by 
“ which they have been incurred; and we claim our share of 
44 responsibility for that conduct, and of the censure or ap- 
. “ plausc which it shall be IbumJ to deserve of you and of 
44 the public 

* Extract of a letter from the select committee of Fort St. George to the court 
of directors, dated Oct. 31, 1782. 
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» *> the king * w? 
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« have . attended 
«^ 6n totally 
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« negleeteditod defeated jtyr’hi*/ £®WP*® measures, his 

« cdi^fetvand' ! put^^-^^;;t^^^*e d ' , -.l 0, , s ® rre W» own 

“ private' infect',, only *1^Ws^tfe'ttus;■ accompanied by 
many others,’ addresiin| -io !&epibiijisters and the Coiut of 
Directors,' dll fiifed with complaints and accusations against 
Lord?3j£^irtney, t^rapporteAby suiy proof and without the 

sha^pfe^-^ttunlatitwj ' bwit ed arflfiiliy constructed «» easily 

m&** in favor of 

the nab^v“:p||li|^^#itWpej^ calculated, it sfeems, 
on the and yariety of 

aspersions with which t1fejfi^<ir6 iwicd* WW e °f them, at 
least, might gain credit. H j ^^^pwi®^[ ! op.t. a multitude of 
, - calumnies a^hst >lsard ' Mac^rtneji^|o|fe., : Was ' entertained 
-V-v&y them, to make an 

’^;kam«SM0n at htm^SdMt, there 'rpr^’-.existvicjwfe ground of 
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t against him. The artful writer wai not tmac^; 
diiiitted "with the weak side of his coaQttyiti$$ji i&nractcr 
:p(ycii^' we U enough that to excite- their;;.pa^e^|,’wj 5 ,'^ tale 

V'JjitfrlgneH distresswas thesuscstineaiis t>f 

■ * Sympathy indeed yoftld. sriegijp 
i,^Ose, st^ngth ibcrea^,flic 
rexciting cause.;. 

•■ " from tte;powe^;.^^3^^|is|^.rto.;;^^alte. a |ts favot; 

■ hence OT •*. 

:■ HindoofUjbh of; the wllole 

'■nation; ; want 
of novelty, are t-oote^pt 


nip, i,wu+ww4tinMi/M, >»r*v»4 IIHCODCCm. 

A tale ■ of of 


exciting a, kind ; cf tot rend^re afpost. unwelcome 

thq conviction of its 4 fafi|fI^OcI; it is one of t those pleasing 
, errors, widely : ,a%', ppetor Johnson observ*^, |s ^Ot ^Iways 
willingly detected, ; f nabobs talb whs-' hrea^f.' to be told, 

^ but there was no. intention to prove any part of it. It was 
equally calculated, ■io'diteiy^ip^ feal friends of justice mi 
humanity, to afifqrct Ttp the. pi^tenders to’thenfan occasion hf 
displaying their 0i^3qaljtaletits, or to fcriirg forward softie 
unknown candidate for fai»re : to phb%,,«oti#:'j/The,aftb- 
. stance of this talb'of groundless ecunp^^ 
contained in a letter, written, to 

Lord’ Macartney, and;'said(to(:tt'?ii|ad|t^ 

■ but proved 
' associate..' To ' 


- of falsehoods, wbicfr ; ^®tifri^itt,tej{iefa^ »t Madras, 

known as Ws 
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' want of veracity, tiit in a liibre distant quarter. Lord. 
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n' ; *^ords"of the presidency, a' con * • 
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together*witii :i t^:;to'^firo^it::i's’;an an- 

in tO'ad- 

■ ;t^!®! 3 idOTlisfcpT^|li then secretary, of 


! S>f'fifiiby nfetoOHS * practices 
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state. 
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lliat a considerable 

nation should sufier the^plveS to l^ sb Johg and so repeat¬ 
edly abused, with regaktto bf the dependent 

M#^medan princes of $e; explained by the 

litt^ti^ttble that js' 1 ta^n'to/i^riai 1 ' : th^m^l'ves accurately on 
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champions; but the real fact is, that there is not perhaps a 
single individual among these mock princes which the Com¬ 
pands servants have created, who has not violated his en¬ 
gagements with those who raised him to power; and $o base 
are their characters arid conduct in general, that every honest 
man, who may have had occasion towitness diem upon the 
spbt, and whose ; ttielr 

ous practices^ "of there is , 

not -^ei of /creatures 

so depraved,'"no’/. : ' 'and*' in' every 
'respect, $o r wOrfo^s,^ in whose 

, i „ *• / , *.*■' ' -■ 1 'V ..7'/?'jj! &, j>i ■ 

CdUSC til^O pQ^y AW Jfli «jr!fefc! <'''««* /V"' Ai AMt'i 

in the British 



generous feSliiigl of X'Httir; few )oit Spcpoccasions 

have ever Oelieved^^^fc^pJEhpi^'gove^QrJd^icll^’-'ihno- 
cent when an £hdi<§£:^|«pb> was^his ^accdsfer'; lyelvnow'^ry 
'W is it for a^mah» w® whom truth^is 'not Oodkidered as a 
moral obligation, >pd intrigues and treachery the whole study :: 
of liis life, to produce a series of uhfbhnded calumnies; how $ 

difficult, at such a distance, to?disprove them before the 

1 , ■; ‘ 1 1 ’ % , . ** „• ) ’■ 1 . « 

poison has worked its effect; But the time is probably hot 
very distant, when the publics in this respect, wijl Jjfe ripde- 
ceived ; fbr as a great moralist has observed, ii ^ldom thihks 

1_ __ _ **’ '.j« .>.'1 i’ .1 iiii 1 1.', VI u.1 •’ *AS*i£>. 


long pn any subject^ithout :at.,- T „ WWfr ,, w , TT . 
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than half a century, t^papwp^yj,., 
tinuc to be dplfia^d 




, 7 T ,,_con- 


. thrusting himself into np|ie||';|hp f fe 3 b|;tf|^^^hjT'a nabob, 
impudently venturdS ; ;i^^^ f '"forwar^ 1 ^ the public. 

mind, and to arraign the conduct dif those who have really 
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Saining dieirccords iof Betig#! ai^ ; |^aifis» mu?t unayw^a^,. 
be eonvinced, that solong as tbe syten» is continjie4 of set^. Y ": 
ting up mzams -aiHjf;. rajahs,,-tothput anfjf 
real claims, g&rempm p^Uoup- 

trie^, mere tools 6f 

tlm.;,G^^ ftor presi- 

wu*•* ;fig fey.Oti^'licpesi man, can pp$si- 


denjt o 


jth«j:|hait«a^|n4 their calumny j 
iqaifcJaiiidrt|i\'ri»ejt)i;’tS' hji^ptfe ti^iy snghgemehts with the. 
Cpnjpnny^w pon-upf.;’'!^ ,.§efmi|sg' ^:.^rch#$e :indulgences _ 
fcy." ; ':brlbes^'to . 1 oppress;’fthe ! 'W - : extortion arul 

orueitj, uua murd^fyv ,,' ; to; : 4od eneipach uppu 

every petfcy' ; 'jppwe|''' wir*r;k?spe<rtiVe,countries, 

•ije‘wilLpelextoJM b|/them ^ &d; ivpsest and .best governor 
that ever rulei m India. Nothing has most assuredly had 
{ te»gen<^-to injureJhe British^ name among the 
re 4 llSf 3 a^^iOB^e !? .of‘tthwlostan, a$ the impolitic 

authority, and no- 

thing Wmi^^f%nf^^iimuencd' in' consolidating 

the peiare tfeati the abolishing of 

... those. double management of 

such co&hiSi^^ empire, en- 

•■ ■, vvvvA-'.*. ., . :■ * > *, * T t. t£ 7 *V W.'*nry v \ • • * ' ■ 


> irel y hrto ;■ : ‘ ^ expediency^ tlic 

•,s ; Company • see^g^^.^ij'ofty ; ^e}l,^|l^^/'that the measure 
be of oppression, 

’ desjib^e'i;imlliomj of un- 

,would then know to whom 
I, which,^ under tlie present 


. t * 


they Weie^Ipok for 


1 *M*» " 
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syrte^'.^'ti>ingi^'i8, at least, with them a matter of doubt 
andt^&si; ; diseontinrfing the creation of dependent 

nixap^}nali6bs, rajahs, and khans, the Company would get 
ridmany stumbling-blocks to theji* prosperity; .and 
stepping-stones to thfeif enemies. And better far would it 
be for them even to doubf^ihe already large emoluments of 
their servants from the highest to the .lowest jrathef than, out 
of consideration tdtheir Jhtfeteslfe^.tb^top up those phantoms 

n _ *ik ' jha' /nU'iil 1 nmnUK ViaWAviM* tft. 


conceive, that ; a'?gbve)ritimenif'»iId^^le embarrassed by 
tlic intrigues of'dependent.’■nik]tol)s‘ab|''3K^<* i li6 an enviable 
situation, *re little dan¬ 

gers with which it is ^furibhWed./hottest man, 
bent on doing can 

scarcely be imagined ;' he 4iust either Icpci the yjM of his 
authority to the most horrid oppressions, crudities, and innr- 
aers, or if he resists, incur the charge of oppression himself;, 
thus he treads on tliorns at every step* mid after years of toil 
and anxiety for the public welfare, he will retire, from, the* 
‘ scene with the mortificitfoii of finding that all hii endeavors- 
have been exhausted in Vain to'eradicate that system of 
corruption, which is nurtured in every petty Court of Hin- 
dostan; that he has only drawn upon himself the malignity 
of those who float within its vortex; ^indy ;.^ 4 ¥ WOT 3t<>f ill, 
he may almost lay hi* ueeo^j^ijSM^ the 

frigid indifference of his. 

• ' k 1 ■ ' *V *’ Hv'-f IV, 

< 1. *>V’ 


; * '' & 


foals -'Wal|aii^5ali»; the nabob 


But to return to j * 

u;pf Arcot, a‘‘sketch.itpply pretty 
nearly to all the others. The treacherous conduct of , this 
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faithful ally to the Company (as he affects to stile him-, 
seif), in exciting and encouraging its enemies, and cor¬ 
rupting its servants, was alone sufficient to deprive him 
of any favorable consideration; for be Was and had long 
been, in every sehfe of the woijd, a tfaitur to the interests 

' of those', to. ^/step ; ofhis present t 

elevation,. an.d ^^.^ewsiP^' ;to rank and power. What¬ 
ever a * ’ W ot ^ er ****$ for intJe “ 

pendent he hud how jpuade a temporary resig- 

■ nation, . own > an .d a 

■ volnnjtar|’ .tip> * that he 

■ had 110 vi °- 

lence, 1 -ndt^'hi^ipdh^vif a 0 he: ha# assigned 

the management : ot;'fineness i>f judgment 
and inequality ofin, jfiilxy;^ ■ pi^jbensions indeed 

were not sit'ahyk.;^itpe;;^roun'dcd''<>n the best foundation, 
life .first roie by a train,of widen and unfor- 

tim&$e accidents ■to others. His father;held a very subor- 
dhiapiqll^e/^hlder. thfe sqhbahdar or vieeri^ of the Decam in 

. rjenioved to' 

the cotofe^ the rociq. of Abdalla' 

who, on. from that fortress, 

was found 4eU^-& -hk : .i>wl tliis sudden 

- • 1 ^ t . »■* v »ik .' 0-1 ■• w;'' '.. ■ ■_«_ _. :i. 


accident was brought 0 


expresses it, 


. .,-,' - 7 t.ot x; 

'•.- accordihj^to;thW..fule. apd !^^W^te^;^indc«itaii *. The 
•V government; of for Scid Maho- 

'?%(*. a jouth'fh'$ youth 

■i Si&a,-, .aecncainatA/i, ’ in i hft nrn- 


'*" liim who h^d^‘’^"“ J 




• pnaetice in the pre- 
a- and to whose care 
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* Regtie&t of die l^’Wb Wa%u Ja& tf> the Governor-general. Appendix, 
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he wasentrusted. By these two acts he seated himself I hr 

which ho continued to hold till, in the course 
'contests' with opposite claimants and the avengers of 
Mahomet's death, he fell bravely in battle at ^A.n?boor. 
|Hiseldest son, wkiist |hirshiag his J father’s^, courageous ex- 
ample, was taheh pn^ctner ih] the^, field, put the second, Ma¬ 
homet All, afterwardp, the nabob Wallau J h, secured him- 

self by dight, of 
s those ‘.fibin tb e SouUhdar of the 

~ :: -tm hii fslder; brother*- •• a reversiot 


and quicknera :6f ^^e^, suit®d toth&bfceasioii, and coun¬ 
tenanced by fte^ubiti;e3t^|tfe»!in the^pfs^idnof the Mogul 
empire, he M»^^|^ 9 cejthat'lie .-reversion, 

fru *u1a ' wh ir.li howe v<e i* was eren e rail V 


To this tide'i-W^V-ci^tg^leai wlifch hwvetrfer., tva$-generally 
believed to;ife aiS^r|^Jhte>hed.^^\j^ry : ;iiftle'in:, action to 
recommend 'MsS^e^bn^iV.'the.^at^O^t* |*as not sup¬ 
ported % > ?W: P«>pte »«*, 

attached to* : luSfamily,, of then former gover¬ 
nors, He applied ^;'«n^port ;in vain to the French Hast 
India Conjpanyif*they were engaged in different .views—• 
those views extertiied to the exclusive possession of the 
country, ih^^emttrtive tinned ^.fiMto/^^ivi. 
leges of a nabob wT his own person, and the riabobship of 
the Carnatic for Chunda Salieb; ;T The English Hast India 
. Company':savv : ;th^:.ins^^^fiindon ^0^* dis- 
; pute the.-, possession 
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« • _ rni__ . fch^rityW 


choice. The cou 
in the anarchy of thp 
VOL. 1 . 




•* flh 




»ean ri- 
not of 
osul was hid 
It wai ^ that period, a tt%r 
n't 



Ftl^C EIFE OF THE 



5 vuiuiraiij a "“y *x y»,. 

■ the ae-, \ 



Jiis part, he was well 
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towards the natives; whereas it was, in fact, obtained by 
conquering those who had seized it by violence, and held 
it by injustice. 

if 

. The office of nabob was uninterruptedly continued to Ma- 
« homed Ali. The sanction of the Mogul's name and a ge¬ 
nuine commission for the nabobship Were obtained for hirq 
by the influence of the ^Company; but as well in the signi¬ 
fication of the name, as in the nature of the 'office, it im¬ 
plies deputation and dependence. It is ,&n office entirely 
confined to military command. It is utterly distinct from 
the admjnistration of thq revenues which belongs indepen¬ 
dently to the office of Dewmn *. In prevailing upon some of 
the Company's servants, to unite these offices fora time, the 
nabob met with constable difficulty add opposition, and 
succeeded only upon a « revertible condition in case of 
a failure in lus engagements. Tlie friends he gained to 
his support on thiq T trying ,occasion, supposed him only 
* in the allegation of ,their inexperience, gt that early pe¬ 
riod, of the country government, ft was stipulated, that 
the Company should receive a certain portion of the revenues 
towards reimbursing the vast sums they had expended, leav¬ 
ing him an ample share to support the dignity of his station, 
and, in their mutual connection, he acknowledged tfje Com¬ 
pany to 1x5 the giver and bm^f the receiver. Jfjfc pflered 
to make these payments in' monthly proporjio^, ind he 
agreed, that the Company SjftoqU' resume of the 

country if he should be,found guilty of any sbcrct practices, 

* <*i> » » » 

* , * 

* 0 Mfr History of Hindostan. 
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«« tion, and in that of his best friends on the coa*t. To 
« engage the nabob’s mind to a calm consideration of these 
“ points was not an easy task ; but it was a necessary one, 
« and was performed with success ; the result was his assign- 
<* ment of the revenue. 
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“Having obtained this assignment, I held it fast with * 
steadiness and perseverance which the Durbar, I believe, 
did not expect; that whether from pride, prudence, or 
principle, I-held myself above temptation, that from my 
growing experience in your affairs I became pioof agathkt 
imposition, and against those arts which, having been 
practised, perhaps Successfully, upon others, it was pro¬ 
voking to see lost upon me, and that through eyeiry trans¬ 
action 0 with them I endeavored to discharge the duty of an 
honest man and a faithful servant to the Company and the 

State_these are offences that I know the Durbar will never 

forgive me,; and I have* therefore little doubt that wherever 
I ain, I shall meet in my way with frequent traces of their 
malignity as long as I live *. 


# Letter from Lord Macartney to the committee of secrecy of the Court of 

Directors, dated Calcutta, ayth July 1785. # t 

Some idea may be formed of the difficulty and vexation which Lord .Macartney 

suffered in this business from the following extract ofale*ter from him to Sul¬ 
livan, chairman of the Court of Directors, dated January 28, 1782. > 

« The proceedings will inform you at large of, the nabob’s assignment of his 
« revenue. In the course of my life* t hate had the conduct of several very dif- 
« ficuit negociations with very difficult men, in differed parts^of ttie world j but 
« never had I more occasion for all $e little prudence, cauttotj, a«tl address that 
« 1 may possess, than on this p<»»** and after aU, I will confefe to you that 1 be- 
i( |* ieve j never could have madfrany impression upm had not given him 

« t h e most convincing proofs thatho could matte no impression upon ms. And if 
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The last expedient they tried was those fabrications which 
were sent to England; but as on a former occasion their 
embassy to England had been followed up with tolerable 
success by an embassy tu Bengal, so in the present instance 
the same two ministers Assam* Cawn and Mr.'Richard Jo¬ 


seph Sullivan were dnee more dispatched thither, with memo¬ 
rials of complaints and accusations against the president of 
Fort St. George* all equally unfounded as those transmitted 
to England. TheTe appeared indeed, at this time, but a, 
slender probability, that the ambassadors of Mahomet Ali 
would make any impression favorable to their cause on the 
governor-general and his council. These'gentlemen had, in 
their official as v T eli as private capacity, applauded the 
ability and the address of Lord Macartney, in procuring 
from the nabob a voluntary assignment of his revenues. 
They had officially condemned the nabob's conduct in with¬ 
holding his assistance towards defraying the expenses of the 
war, and declared unequivocally that the case would justify 
a demand from him of the immediate transfer of his whole 
country in exclusive assignment. They had proceeded so far 
as to .dvise the preceding government of Madras to adopt 
this measure, addn g th it ‘ had they the authority to com- 
u maud, they should peremptorily command it Ami 
when the voluntary assignment was obtained which ex- 


'»* any of my predecessors Lad acted upon the same system, go* d God! what a 
glorious situation would your «iflaii& n Mic Camauc have been in ! 1 cannot, 
“ without tears of grief and indignant, tlnnk upon the subject for a moment.” 

* letter from governor-general and ' ouncii to the governor and select committee 
of Fort St. George, dated s^d* February r;8i. 
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torteo their applause of the zeal and ability which dictated 
and brought to effect so important a measure, 44 they < egret 
64 timt the government of Madras should have suffered any 
'■ consideration even of delicacy towards the nabob or atten 
44 tion for those feelings, which it might be natural for him to 
“retain for the interests of the Carnatic, to restrain them 
“ from availing themselves as effectually of the assignment 
44 as the desperate necessity which exacted such a concession 
44 inevitably demanded. M Happy," continue they, would 
46 it be for the national interests and reputation, if the same 
44 disinterested and forbearing spirit should invariably dictate 
44 the conduct of their affairs V' After many professions of the 
high estimation in which they held the character of Lord 
Macartney, they recommend that he assume and exercise the 
entire and undivided administration of the revenues of the 

1 y 

Carnatic, and every ^o\»er connected with it. 4t In a word, ’ 
say they, 44 the whole sovereignty, if it shall be necessary to 
44 the effectual exercise of such a charge, not admitting the 
44 interposition of any authority whatever which may possibly 
44 impede it. If you continue tin nabobs agents, or suffer 
44 them to remain, under whatever denomination, in the actual 
c or virtual control of the row ue. the; are your servants, 
fi and you alone will be deemed responsible Tor all their acts : 
44 and your iiitci’coursr with the nabSb may and ought to .be 
44 restricted to simple ajts a..d expressions of kindness f.” 


* Letter from the governor-gene^. I and counci to .lie president a»d select com- 
jnittee of fort St. George, dated 5th Ap’’ 1 1782* ■ 

f Ibidem. \ 1 
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.^l^eed did Mr. Hastings affect to be captivated 
<w . the alignment off the Carnatic to Lord Macartney ei- 
,cittMve of the other members of the government, that wflen 
:'Mr. Staunton was at Bengal he made no scruple in expressing 
his admiration at the addn^s,‘which mpst have been used to 
procure % and |t#fmmjtoendi^g‘l»is Lordship to proceed with 
a liieh hand; heapplauded it because it was a bold measure, 
beforebe^kaod that if was a necessary one, in 
which casebold. 

«?' ” '■ < • 1 ,i' 4 i . 1 1 |V 

• ■ ‘ ^ 1 ' 1 ‘ ■ 


1 >( -v 4 " 

me4 ! he|dmentr of the governor-general and his council, 
though S^eJl hnown and understood >t. Aft Durbar as at 
Fort St. George, did not 'however prevent a second visit of 
AssamtCatrn to Bengal.'. This wily Mahomed/m was well 
aware that the sentiments of mett were liable to change wit. i 
a change of circumstances, and to vary with the tide of the 
passions; and that it did not therefore by any means follow 

tliat the opinions <)f t}ie Bengal government should point the 
same wrin January 1783, that th% appeared to do m 
April > His calculations,' it seems,, were not ill founded. 
The difference which nine month's had produced in the feel¬ 
ings of the Supreme oduh^l.towards tho. presidency of Madras, 
orthe solid arguments whSch Assa® C^wnhad to offer, or their 
united influence, were $>und; pf sufficient ;weight to obtain a 
hearing. A memorial which, but a few months before they had 
; jrecommendeE:ftiim to withdraw, was new* with a second me- 
‘jpoiial, Teceivefl add,reads and, together witfi bis deposition, 
*■%altered onthe records of thp. presidency, ahd sent home with 
'■ othey papers of complaint and accusation against Lord Ma- 
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■ cartney, without referring such papers to him for his justifica¬ 
tion Against the groundless charges they contained, and even 
without acquainting him that such charges had been preferred, 
until "they had been sent away to England without an answer 
and without a comment from the person accused. These me¬ 
morials were carefully entered on the records before the depar¬ 
ture of the Lively packet for England. “ In mentioning them,” ' 
says the select committee of Fort St. George *, “ in your letter 

“ to the Court of Directors, you simply, refer *to the papers 

■ “ themselves; you state no remark upon them ; you had not 
“ indeed then taken them into consideration; you had not as 
« yet had the accuser’s testimony; but you send the aceu- 
« sation. You did not chuse to have to send tiie answer ol 
“ the accused. This partial transaction is however to be 
“ considered asjustice, because you added no re- 
44 marks. You did*not therefore remark that you* kept those 
“ accusations carefully from us, by which means you lei l 
« them to their full operation against us, and secured for. 
« them the‘benefit of a first and long impression before any 
“defence could follow on our part, depriving us, until it 
« may prove too late, of the opportunity to deny, or refute, 
“ or explain the charges, or. to offer what we had to otter 
“ in our justification; it was a cause, it seems, to be heard 
« on iy on one side.” In the same letter they accuse „#e su¬ 
preme council of not suffering the Lively packet to call at 

Port St. George, though it wqs ustual, and agreeable, to the 

orders of the Court ?f Ditfebtorsi for packeudrom Bengal to 

call at Madras for publie -dispatches; though jho season was 
' ^ * 1 ' , 1 . ■' 1 1 * ■ 

' : •, fctract of a letter from the preaident aod Ktottcomiik'tMof Fort St. George to 
tlie governor-general and counSil, dated 25th May 178J. ' 
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rtoiJ& ^enable for catling, there than when the Lively «Vded 
ffit&f ihe harried from Bengal ho partjtoulhr dispatche-s-tot 
4 ^ no time had occui retf at which r^M occoiints from Ma- 
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civility bad &en sufficient to 
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•«. any individualin a public or private SfUcity, it would 
«. have been suitable: to the wisdom hqd^iity of the mo?t 
tolicl»tphcd' tntonal to announce Mich charge specifically 
,1 JiltKLM i£> j:.,;.r.i..i: ♦», Vnll nnort' him for. his defence, to 
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.'‘'k^l^nvipiiud.k^OT^^^nwlucti the Company w»qn 
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4 signmeajf, which deemed proper, just, and necessary/; 
“ which you advised, authorized, and applauded, such a 
“consequence did not entitle you to proceed . more lightly to 
« such conviction *” On the indecency of taking the depo¬ 
sitions . of two persons, interested as they must necessarily 
be from their situations, at the Durbar, they thus observe : 

« Hi's highness’s two memorials, which are in the English lan- 
“guage, and said to be tvanslations, were probably framed 
“ by Mr, SullivaU, ^^ presented by Assam4Cawn, a Ma- 

“ homedan no^ conyersaiit in our language. These two per- 
« sons, as if not Without bias in the cause or interest in the 
■« e/ent,, as if not‘committedby the assertions advanced al- 
« ready by them in the memorials, were the /persons you se¬ 
lected to stamp veracity on those memorials. Before you 
“ called on them you* TVd abundance of time .to pbtmn from 
« hence, where the transaction passed, the whole of the testi¬ 
monies relating to it. Perhaps it might have been no so¬ 
ft perduous caution not to rely implicitly on those wiling and 
« interested witnesses, furnished by one side only, and who, 
“from temper and situ ationr might havp observed with, pre- 
“ judice, and might report with partiality. Of these wil¬ 
dnesses one, indeed, Mr. Richard Sullivan, acknowledges he 
“ was not. present’ at the principal transaction on the IBth 
“ April 1782; concerning which you Called for eviddii^d; he 
“ reports what the nabob represented to him, ant| 

.. • _...» a muAa'tfmi 'jit****! Ci 11 ns tan thill V» As to 


- Extract of a letter And Fort St * 

to the governor-general and edtifictf/.dated 4 §th May i j8 'J*. • 
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u the possibility or perhaps the propensity of such a man, 
so circumstanced and engaged as he was to mistate or mis¬ 
take the cause of his master or his own, might have oo 
* 4 curred to the wisdom of your board ;* but tlie recollection 
44 of his actual imposition on you, upon a farmer occasion, 
w should, as destructive of the erfedibilitv of Iris testimonx, 

1 • r ' t * '■ , ' ■ ** 

44 have precluded the admission of it. This man, to forward 
44 the views of his p^>n, the n&fob’s second son, the A nicer 
“ ul OmjftdVnot onfy asserted, in his first''embassy to you, 
“ that lfis master thS nabob was Assessed of letters from the 
, “ CommVhy, ^nd the king’s ministers; and the king himself, 

' °: i “*'} ‘ ‘ * \ \ -A ( v. » ' , 'i ' o f , 7 

u all expressing a clear acknowledgment of the nabob’s right 
•“ to appoint a successor to the government of the Car- 
4i natic ; but he had the' audubity to impose upon your con- 
u fideiicC -f, nrproducing pretended copies of those from the 
44 king and the Company, thus adding the crime of forgery 
to that of falsehood; a falsehood so glaring fron^ the pe¬ 
rusal of the king's and Company's express instructions, 
44 that the succession so settled should be. maintained. FVom 
such a mgn, in such a cause, no precaution could assure 
that you ■ w^ild ^ receive. a genuine' op .perfect, relation of the 
case ; y btCgatvcIlim:p)rey iotts^^r4ruitlg;X)fthe subject of your 
44 intended inhumes. lift "hfefeers wer^ prepared. The scope < >f 
f< the notice reached'no farther* J lti t^iapse he had been hi- 
4 * therto a sdljcitQr-if not a party,:'Ife)Bad; s been accustomed to 
“ speak the smooth but loose langtiig^^ Solicitation. IIis ab- 
? ject was to persii^e: '|Jmth miglijt hoi have led him to 

I ' J, ' - * .. V 1 ' f t' 

• Haptics from tKe gorernpr-gencra! and council to th£ requests of the Nabob 
Wallau I«b, article vi. Appendix,. No. 9. 

+ Ibidem/; -V • ■ / • . * 7 ' ' , 
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«tli&t object; biiYjustice being the fit object of your inquiries, 
**'|toa truth ,the most direct road to such an object, if you 
**’«a|»ected to have extracted from Assam Cawn, and that he 
' “ r&lly might be brought to bear testimony to truth, on tins 
“ occasion; it must have been tw impressing him with a sense 
' “ of the new chanictet in ^vhiehhe was to appear, and before 
“ his examination s ao||n&iJNy jW'during Wto to declare the very 
“ truth, in the WntM^-of itishjw. 4 Bt)t tliere was no such 
“preface v Hjs **»» as in'any former 

“ conference, 4 tiques Wd^ to inform the, board of the circum- 
« stances of foie* transaction to the beat, of his recollection. 
“ He had notice to pre#at$jbisanswers^and there was there- 
“ fore no more d««g$< tifjlfoi foiling in ^bBection, timn in 
“ preserving a with foe repripieitfatSons he had 

“ already made, eitmr in his memorials or Ids conference-,. 

..., w vr 


^ ui J u** A* _ l_ 



“'if he wosdd.s*M; $ 

? neither 

benefit of . 

.“..liy-Kthe v 

« a..gei^min,' ? wAr man 
«though he Aeknowledged 

“ ^ ; mgamMaiti 

his eyes- -IM-ut- 
tered,;'and,->he--: : iad' *• 

“ This »'"Ph', 

“-what'nature,of the 

'•ill 


* Bengal cpn«»ltatk)Ds;- Jfo. , », • 1783. 


of iAasara Cawri. , ; 

, ' ,>■ V 



. ih ' 


> ,' 1 


PUBLIC LIFE OF THE 

%?z‘ tzfizz 

** ¥ Sensi^: , ^t» ,, -'pf<>lpN5r/object ho v 

^faiZ&n'-'mad : ieek what was shown ; and if no more was 
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our 
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u predicament. He must unsay what he had just said, or he 
M must ac<Jniesce in a sacred assertion of it. A retrospective 
oath was tendered to hint; and he took it. The words were 
S4 guarded by legal and technical terms, fie had given, to the 
“ best of his belief and remembrance, the truth and nothing 
“ but the truth,,,dmifting that he 
' “ had told the :'*>> „■ : V‘ , '-‘V*.. 4 , ■ ; ■ •,, 

• * ‘ .. '* # k \ fl.'V? .v.. v ". **V v 

Such M these two per- 

;a u# his coun- 


surrender 'of *Ke : ; a^^ ;$• did not seem 

however that.absolute 

UeCeSSity of' ifcs^' • fnr' fW nwlnr «ru« 




to; for peiore proer was 


sent by. a'bod^yand ^j& ii■flfetPibf ■flwck* and 
happened to .b^;^di6u^i|^pfwe aMya^l orders : of an appo- 
site' tendency ''-vrijfe* fceoi^^^ Madras,‘froiki the Court of 
Directors, who observe, ** that upon the maturest consider- 
M ation of the ‘ J>ajjer entitled, Re$u&i$; &/4k^N^^\;md 
« also *of tfie. JBtipHes *f the tHcy 

“ cannot: W^o^jojpinion thatthe 
* eovernor-genmtl and' ' wa s 

“ either necessary or /direct 

« that the satnO > ; ^||^|Eof d>ire(>' 

tors- likewise itnirnt of 

* Extract of a letter of Fort St. George 

to the governor-general and council, dated^sdvMay 1^3. , \ 

*> v x • N" % . *'* ■-•■/•:-. ’* 
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Sir. Richard Joseph Sullivan, in consequence of, the above- 
mentioned agreement to reside with the nabob as the repre¬ 
sentative and uiinfeter Of the gpv^rhqr^neral and council ; 

—. _1 II' ^ ..1 _ ££. A l* n Li /vis ■» v% ♦'hrt 


** council asthel 
ders' 'V/^iwwgm 


With 


t ~r ••• * * . 


knew 


ijf; but on 
iJfl^^%dlssefi«entr na- 


irot n '9etx0fcw 


superior 




uu IV* VI V«S?S3: ; *IV*H VMV v/v***?* , V* v«**«****~ 

remitted.»»^ : W 


subsequent? pa- 
l&jwbValof the 
|rre"tp give their 
the; orders 
’ at liladras, the 
ltd Mrt4dv been 


r\nd accord- 


iivn's argu- 


atteftt sflt , argu¬ 
ments ■ I mind of the 

governdr^i . MWw pS Bttfe few ve&fed to 
.risk the' 

months’ » 

Aim, i^PPi(Mi%~ 

■ .a-mi.it »„ »pr«»g 

, force, 

mwl t treaty of theirs which 



EARL OP MACARTNEY. 


277 


they themselves had abandoned, and the Court ©f Directors 
annulled, Was to continue only during the . war, they took 
their ground on this point ; and, the war being now' at an 
end* they at last acquaint the government of Madras, that 
they should assume ' tips 'foHtheifttfelvcs, and 



n«pmbers■ suffered' 1 .' to get. 
the better against 


t tbeit'A™ jke&.eye$ against 

1 . - -.-t /*■ 

tire inevitable qonsoqhetsees; or-stt rash and UBDmdent an act 


an act 

The pay of,; me this very rnoment seven 



which 
less than 


dene y of M^tas 

cannot be con tern pratedppi twit horrpry .4 u$Q$fiing- les 

„ 1 1 «V ' . ‘ ,?*' >‘ , 1 *. 1 . . ■'■ . - 'f"; TL , 


a mutiny or. dispe^te : qf ; 4he. ; Tr06pW :Vl ^® :J fee expected ;* 

s ( 1 * 

f* • ' ! . \ - ‘f * v. * 
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's f , , , „ 

niight have been driven to the dreadful extrettniy 
of^evyihg military and indiscriminate contributions to prd- 
'riti&p their ie)ust«iee.v! f^raVafte^ fcjjpys, if not suppled 
; With' provisions or nio^ ) the ^urd-.. 

ijeans in, the wholly in * 



•ance, an^iarfwnc? of :the Court of 

■'■ d'ertl^eratipn, 

' or, sti11 

thaimbtiit-Mi^ restitu- 

tiott f £the 9s I,*fCMacartney justly 


tenits“■ *- he ' 

to resist, 

\ at all ha zard^the^ of the goycr- 

neral.-tad*bis' lie ol> 

' s« 3 te»’to lhe Gouvt jt>u’sjiwender, the assign- 

n^ 0 tL 4 q &. cease ,to be a narion on the const:. and as a faith- 

« I V°p® not t0 bc 

“ period of your 

' “ power” i,;menaces, 

. in case'-of.^iM^dteWi^^l^cK^S^^pppied the second 
mandate i&pi-'IIehgal, &6Jd fast that 

, .‘-}iajs$jgnment ^#»®h,.'under ,theabfe“*p^M^cnt of the com- 

' Y ^ ’ l L ti.1 —. —.i* « Jk t k»*ul ^«»*'«£Oi>u 4*1% »nliv<i4 mn fit A 


‘ , W r ' '' *— ' ‘ w -\, r v t — s - v 7' y ^,7,- l# , * , s v-/ 

teein months after the invasion of Hyder /.li, had not con¬ 
tributed; a single pagoda towards the expenses of the war, 
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had actually yielded at the close of the second year between 
eighty and ninety lacks of rupees, or about one million ster¬ 
ling. One-sixth part of all the collections was punctually 
delivered to the nabob according to the agreement, which 
gave him the command of more money than lie could 
ever boast of having during the confusion ami mismanage¬ 
ment of his affairs which followed the invasion of Iivder 
Ali. The nabob himself had indeed every reason to be 
liappy and satisfied, arid," in all, probability, woulcf ha\e felt 
himself so, had not his mind been poisoned by the wicked in¬ 
sinuations of his second son and his associates, encouraged, 
as we have seen, by tho strange and inconsistent conduct ol 
the governor-general and his council. 

i 

Still however the mandite^of Bengal, which was soon 
known at the Djurbur, was highly injurious to the public sci 
vice, by creating in the renters doubts and apprehension*, 
a kI undermining the authority of the oftxccp appointed h» 
the collection of the revenues. Lord Macartney how cum 
persevered steadily and unshakenand when we reflect upon 
the numerous and apparently insurmountable difficulties he 
had to contend against, from the first day that he eutcred 
upon his government to the moment he resigned it; when 
every measure he topk for the public welfare* was opposed 
ami thwarted by a hostile and superior authority; when we 
consider that he found the whole Cairnatic overrun and laid 
waste by an enemy whom repeated victories could neithei 
intimidate nor repel; That f^e army was freqoentiy in a state 
little short of mutiny for want of their pay; that few re¬ 
sources could be found to supply that want; and when 
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found, that every attempt was made which intrigue and 
treachery could imcnl to render them inefficient; that there 
were no means of niovipg that array towards the enemy’s 
country, no draught cattle, no magazines, no provisions; 
that in the midst of a dreadful famine he had neither autho- 
jity nor control over tire army or the navy, which might have 
aided the fertility of" hi$ mind in pointing out and obtaining 
lesources; that there was, no ,utaity of counsel in those who 
posseted the sole and uhparticipated command over the 
forces, who appeared" to ha ve no settled plan of operations; 
that he was continually harj^S^^^ie intrigues and coun¬ 
teraction pf a FaJjhJhsj $ljr* fpiapdlf 4 encouraged hy a 

supeiioi;|»owor; mst, ordered to sur¬ 

render to r thafc hBy the source" that remained df revenue 
to meet t!he valgus >ah<| beftvj % public treasury 

—when all these points nps duly w v S|^hed, it cannot fail to 
excite astonishment, not only how he contrived to* keep the 
wheels of gpvepmeut moving, * but that every inch of the 
Carnatiq was not J6b^ for ever, and the Company's affairs, 
on the coast^of Coromandel, involved in inextricable ruin and 
disgraceV|)|sfead of,, wliidli, notwithstanding*all these diffi¬ 
culties, he preSeryOd^pc^ htttl ||ieijr possessions entire, 

and raised them to a state ofppfnpitolbiyf prosperity. 

' / x • r i *, 

} t H , \ 

The sudden, though Hot quite ^i^pected, removal of Mr. 
Hastings from hf? government, an^ the anxiety which the 
, next in succession probably felt to step into, the chair, seem 
*to have diverted for a time the thoughts of the supreme 
council from the affairs of Madras; and the concerns of their 
old friend the nabob appear to have been forgotten in attend- 
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ing to their own. Lord Macartney was thus, for the first 
time, suffered to breathe and to make his arrangements in 
quiet for the future welfare of the presidency. He drew up 
a plan which not oiriy provided for the current expenses of 
die civil and military establishments, but also for the,gradual 
liquidation of the heavy load of debt due to the Company, 
and the still more heavy one;,contracted by the extravagance 
of the nabob to individuals; as well as for an accumulating 
fund against sudden emergencies. T By this plan the debt due 
to the Company wcmld have been liquidated in four years, 
that of the creditors in twelve years, at which time would 

j f ■. *. - ”, v ■ 

have remained in the' treasury 3>7«50,(XX) pagodas, and in the 
thirteenth year there'would have l>een a net annual revenue 
wholly unencuha3,000,000„ p agodasHad these 



pany held fast that assignment which gate them voluntarily 
what they havo'siiicebe^V^inp^lecI to take violently, .Madras, 
he observes, fronj pitjf&l’’usury, would have 

fl - la? "linsL ,’W .1 1 j * j 


become a city of Hbnorablq commerce, of ppulence instead 
of misery, and of real resource, not of temporary expedient. 




lie had not proceeded far however in, bis plans for the bene- 

, _*> ■ , ^ ^ * , . p *' ‘ \ (<* , ( <■< 

fit of the Company's affairs, before ; an order was received 


* Plan of arrangement for the n^Va affair - mid observations thereon. Ap¬ 
pendix, No. 18. * t . \ ; • 

It is but tantalising to show whw oiia^^ghl: haye been 4one ? yWlon the time is 
past; but as the Carnatic revenues iftote wiflijn die <Wp3ny’s own juris¬ 

diction, and the debts of the NabOhi’ uh^cr consideration of payment, a good jliare 
ovpublic attention is naturaly turned to the subject. - 4 

VOL. I. J 0 0 
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from Edglatid for the immediate restitution of the assignment 
to the nabob, upon the ground, as was stated therein, of 
.giving,'to all the powers of India a strong proof of the national 
faith; for although, according to the&grecmcnt. made by 

■* i \ i ' i ,■ ' , \ 

Eord Macartney, the term of its duration was indefinite, and 
could not.be less than five ye^; yet, the war being concluded, 
it was deemed, expedient by^ hid majesty's ministers for the 
affairs of tso‘ *t,jp*’’t%i'e nafepb another instance of 

the honor and;gq^ nation, however un¬ 

deserving he bad proved Jiimself of it. Being perfectly aware 


management of it had been conducted* and knowing the 
trouble i and anxiety Jt had ^occ^siondd to lord Ma^jirtncy, 
the measure was not. adopted, by tlie .Board of Control with¬ 
out considerable; regretbdt itgwas thought to be necessary. 
By the , same packet the Court of Directors signified their 
nomination; of J^Jr. ‘ Holland to succeed Lord Macartney as 
governor of Madras. His Lordship was notin the least 

i£p at the receipt of these dispatches. He had, 

t!^ Court ,P? .Directors to ap¬ 
point •• it extremely 

probable'that.',tiid! be 'lapfiet at home. He 

had taken his measures therefore so as not to be unprepared 

■ ' % V 1 ’ 1 . t . % t . $ f4 , *V A x 

/or either event By a careful administration of the revenues, 

■ ■ i t , ' ■ * 1 it i * ,i 1 , 

and a rigid econpmy in the expenditure of tliem, he had 
■ amassed in the trc&surjf iw less than three hundred and twenty- 
one,thousand star pagodas, being a greater amount than was 

ever delivered over by any former goverhor pf Fort St. George 

\ &.*'• y y . • i«-' " 


taken by 
in fact. 
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CC 


(6 


te 


. ■ ■ > * 

to ‘ liis successor I had, indeed" says his Lordship, 

“ some time before been providing against this emergency, 
“ fbiv well apprised of the nabobs extensive influence, and 
of the ability, industry, and vigilance of his agents, and 
observing a concurrence of many other circumstances, I 
“ was not without apprehensions that, before the govern¬ 
ment of Madras could have timely notice of the train, the 
assignment might be-blown up at home; the sudden shock 
“ of which I knew must almost instantly overthrow the Com- 
pany in„ the Carnatic. I therefore employed myself most. 
“ assiduously in making preparations to mitigate the mischief, 
u and by degrees collected and stored up all the money that 
“it was possible to reserve with> safety: from other services 
and demands, so that when the explosion burst upon us 
I had provided an unexpected mass of little less than Ihir- 
“ teen lacks of rupees to resist its first violence f." 


« 


tt 


As Lord Macartney had made up his mind, and expressed 

his determination, not to be made a witness or an accessary to 

11 * ? v . ^ 

a premature surrender of that assignment, which he had 
guarded with unremitting care and equal vigilance against the 
assaults of the Durbar and the menaces of the governor- 
cencral and his Council, he neither chose to wait the arrival 
of his successor, nor to enter into any, negotiation with per¬ 
sons of whose duplicity, disaffection, and unworthiness lie 


7 • 


w -r\S 


* A great part^f this sm con5i8tfe<d;bf faih ftnd presentation to 

appointments, as had been usualto,take,for th^^r]iVate emolument, 
but which had rarely, if ever, L applied to pisibUy 0 

f Extract of a letter from LohJ Macartney to the comftiittee of secrecy of the 
court of directors dated Calcutta, 37 th July 1 7^5* 

a o 2 



284 


PUBLIC LIFE OF THE 


had but too long an experience. He thought it better at 
once to resign his government and’ to retire from the scene. 
But, ever ready and soHfeitous to employ ah the means in his 
power for the welfare of the public service to the last moment 
of his stay in any part of India;, he offered, notwithstanding 
the unhealthy season of the.year, to take Bengal in his way 

^ . J 1 ^ ^ ^ |j [' 1 1 ^ ^ * 4 *V S' ^ 1 

to England; and to endeavor, by a personal representation, 
to impress;ozf. the ; mlp$s/bf 'thdt^^woi^general for the time 
being* arid lus couheil, such a sense of the embarrassments 
and dangers likely to arise from the last instructions from 
home, as would pmbafeiy in^u^e llie^ tb delay the execution 
of those instructions, Ojy at’feast* obtain fheir immediate and 
cordial assistance, ^Ttiis 'av^s \eage : rly.-''enibraced bv the 
select cofepiitteeoh liiis p^tprwib^tiori was, fixed to 

resign the gpverpmentyv^ ^ a week after 

receiving 'embarked on the 

Grey boupd packet for^Gaicutta. v «* IHyai hastened,” says he, 
and animated by'an idea that I should have the rare feli- 


<< 


« 


city pljfevUig tke /jQdhipmiy twice frdii destruction; hav- 


“ ing reseued itonce 1 


« 

(C 


by obtaining the assignment, i 
hoped ijt $Seit ‘ the 'fatal conse¬ 
quences ■ f 


• "v*. 

. \ 5 > ' 

* ■ 



he laid before the 


Previous to his departure; from, 1 
council of that presidency a mindjfe^b/'be;.entered on the 
records, in which lie expresses; his 



thanks to the 


members of th£ board fpr their cordial * and unif mitting sup 


.,» ■ <*. ■ .■ , 1 7, y■ ■ . 

* Mr. Macpherson. ■ v * j'-' 

f Extract of a letter from Lord Macartney to the comihittee of secreqy of the 
court of director*, dated Calcutta, 27th July 1785. 
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port in the execution^ of the laborious duties of his office, 
without which, he observes, he must have sunk under the 
peculiar embarrassments of his situation. “ The painful mu~ 
“ ment,” says he, “ is now arrived when I must bid you 
“ farcwcl: my feelings on the occasion are too strong for 
“ my expression; may your administration, gentlemen, be 

1 j' _ , 1 . " 

“ happy ; I am fully persuaded it will be just, prudent, and* 
“ honorable. Before ,L conclude, I beg leave to enter upon 
“ your records two papers. One is an affidavit, and;the other 
“ a declaration, both of which it is, proper to have trans- 
u milted to England for tfce information of my honorable 
“ employers ■.' ' _V',/ 

' ,v . . ‘ , \ 1 




; c !wv 


V v * .;v ; ' 


I George, . %*ord 


'., it:' CsM■ - 

* ' ‘ f* . f& s ' •' \ i I * ’ i, i ' i. * i**, ’• '** 

. Lord Mqcahfity* governor and presi 


Fort St. George m the jEo# 'Indies* do 


Hney p governor and president of 

t % v' >, ■>’. l i *£ ' y . ’ '*■' /L " ,| 1 ■ 1 , *■» 

swear and de~ 


I. Ufi kJC i utv/ gv *w- w(tu> ui " 

/{are that , to the,my "h^f^ledge’pnd belief, from the 
clay of my arrival 17 &t fo this hour , 1 

have never by myselfy Or by^any other person for me, directly 
or indirectly , accept cdor received for my own benefit, from qny 
person or persons whomsoever*, a present or presents of any 
kind, except two pipes of Madeira tt'iInc from two particular 
friends (one of whom never was in India, the other is at Ben- 



■ * M > T 

■ , < ■ .*• U 

Y-.'-'&'Wi' v; 


* The president's minute in council, June 1/1785. 
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and the commission and consulage on coral which, during my 
government, have produced on an average 1000 pagodas per 
annum. That I have never embezzled or misappropriated to 
my own use any part of the Company’s monies or effects, and 
that I have not been engaged in any trade, traffic, or dealing 
of am/ kind ; but strictly and bona fide observed all my core - 
mints with the honorable East India Company, and acted in 
all things for their honor and interestto the best of my judg- 

went and ability • So help me God. 

(Signed) Macatitnivy. 

Fort St. George. , 

Sworn before me this ist day of June 1785. ; 

(Signed) .’Philip Stowet, Mayor. 

t •' 

1 . % 1 * 1, . & 

pEClARATIOlf. . 

, . * ' ‘ ‘ \ -\ ' " * 

Fort St. George, Jtme i, 1785. 

Having in January 1764 made up my account of the clear be¬ 
nefit (after paying my expenses) of the government of Fort Si. 
George to me from my Arrival to.that time , I transmitted it to 
the honombkCotirt of Direct ofs by the Busbridge , which sailed 
frvm hence for Mngladd eatly in the February following ; the 
balance in my favour was then 52,224 pagodas. Since that 
period to this day , the 1st oflme 178 5, the net benefit , accord¬ 
ing to the most accurate settlement that lean draw out , amounts 
# 029,572 pagodas; so that upon the w h6l$ during my four years 
residence iiFIndia, my fortune has been eficreased by the sum 
Ksf 81,796 pagodas , from which ought' tv be deducted my ex¬ 
penses and the price if my passage to Europe , which 1 con¬ 
ceive can scarce lu oe estimated ad less than 5000 pagodas. 
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. Although the provision of the 58th section of the act of the 
123d of his majesty declares , that no persoji returning from In¬ 
dia before the 1st January 1787 shall be compelled to deliver 
an inventory or account of his property, I have thought it ne¬ 
cessary so far to anticipate the wishes of the legislature in this 
respect , as to record the foregoing account in the books of this 
presidency where I have been serving , and desire it may stand 
there as a public record , open to the inspection of every person 
who may be inclined to peruse it. « 

(Signed) Macartney. 

t 

The amount of the above mentioned sum/ at the exchange 

r, ' O 

of eight shillings the pagoda, is equal to 33,798/. 8 s. sterling, 
which by subsequent expenses at Bengal and the passage 
home was reduced to little .T*ore than 28,000/. “ When the 

i 1 * * , 

“ whole of this sum”, says Jus Lordship, “ is applied to the 
44 arrangement of my private affairs, I can venture to assure 
“ you, as a gentleman and a man of honor,, that then, after 
“ having passed upwards of one a.nd twenty years in several 
“ public employments of rank, trust and emolument, I 
“ shall, possess a very small if any addition to my family 
“ inheritance * f ” 

On arriving in Calcutta, about the middle of June, he 
took the earliest opportunity of laying before the supreme 
council the true state of the presidency of Madras, to ap¬ 
prize them of its embarrassments,, and to solicit; their assist- 

' f r ' * k 

’ ’ , ‘ ’ * T ^ . rt , 

# Extract of a letter from Lord Macartney to the committee of secrecy of the court 
of directors, dated Calcutta, 27th July 1785. 
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a nee towards its relief. 'Hie gentlemen, however, wlio com¬ 
pared the supreme council, did not venture to delay the 
execution of the orders from home relative to iho assignment; 
and as to relief, he soon had the mnnhication to discovci 
that little if any assistance was to lx expected from this 
quarter. The enlivening and happy nrosponts which had 
been held out in the late governor-genera }’> h-uer to the 
Court of Directors, of the l(jth December 1' K .md whieh 
was published in several m:\vspaixrs, both foreign and do¬ 
mestic, had buoyed up the nope- of his lordship that such re¬ 
sources were to be found in lLnsial alone as might ivbrw 
;my exigency or distress on the coast that imi4 inoxifabix re- 
suit from the loss of the assignment, or from ot!. r nma’br- 
tunes; but in the whole range of his inquiries n-u one dis¬ 
tinct trace was to be disco \ red oi’ those prognosticated 
funds; he found lie. had formed a visionary estimate on fal¬ 
lacious grounds ; the reality disappeared like a phantom on 
the approach ofexperim- at, and he searched for it in \aio in 
LcngaJ. The government declared themselves perfect stran¬ 
gers to Mr. Hastings's letter, and indicated not a lbw symp¬ 
toms of their own necessities. They made no scruple of ac¬ 
knowledging, that the consequences likely to result from the 
surrender of the assignment, and the difficulties that might 
be expected to occur in realizing a sufficient revenue lor the. 
security of the Carnatic, were subjects of deep concern and 
critical embarrassment. Thev were convinced that the ex- 
bausted state of the finances of the Dengal government would 
not admit of any extraordinary and continued aid to Port,St. 
George ; but Tidy assured his Lordship that every assistance 
of resource am; eo-o petition within their power should be 
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cheerfully granted to relieve any distress or remove any in* 
convenience that might arise in the Carnatic, from the exe¬ 
cution of the Company’s commands, which they could not 
take upon themselves to postpone or disobey *» 

* 

The same general letter, which contained the order for the 
restitution of the assignment, communicated to his Lordship 
the unanimous thanks of the Court of Directors for his zeal 
and activity in their service, aud for his assistance in procuring 
the late peace in India. IIis reply to that part of the letter 
deserves to Ixi recorded. " T beg leave to express the high 
w< sense I must ever entertain of this mark of your lavor. 
“ That I havL, served you with zeal and activity, and, let me 
“ add. with -v disinterestedness unexampled in my station, I 
“ have die unequivocal ie: \iupny of my own heart, without. 
“ which m> othc r Applause could minister any sincere 
“ satisfaction 

t4 That I gave my best assistance ir procuring tin late 
“ peace with Tippoo Saheb is no less true than that I was 
“ tardily, scantily, aiid ungraciously assisted by the govern- 
“ ment of Bengal. The records before f ou will show how 

•i 

* A gentleman well versed in India politics thus delivered opinion on the sur¬ 
render of the assignment; “ The new arrangements r Tom England, however 
specious and plausible on paper, will be found fallacious and impracticable in ex¬ 
ecution, and terminate, at last, in unspeakable confusion and distress. Mr. -- 

and a few artful or overbearing, unprincipled men about the Durbar may help 
themselves in the scramble} but the fair creditor, to whom the nabob is justly in¬ 
debted, will, in all likelihood, be baffled, and have little chance of receiving a 
single fanam till the Company itself resume the receipt and management of the 
revenues, and distribute as well as ascertain the proportions.” 

VOI-. I. P P 



'<V ' ,)J y- 






< * 


Vjj ^ L ' 


. ' 1 ,.\V, 

i ' . .A * ^ ^ Ik. mJk 

LIFE OF 


«< 


f v» t %*; * ; J . w ' ,s 1 1 ' 1 l ' a ■ ■ , ^, 

T aippllftcy for powers'.’and instructions, how 
obtainccl ; and the contents of those which. 
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m 


- >* 7 *! ■ .f : -'IVv- ; , .•■V* ,-v >■'■ », • , 

■ “'Whfttcviir.,- t0 .• • 

« niHde the pealce,"aie late gov^riot-general 'and his council \ 

« hading 

■‘ 6 » . r rt^Y, 1 * 1 ,f '(* * •'$ •“ *' 'fJ'T. 1 . ', ' . 11 

- .;’ ■$ V- "O - 1 1 *" , Vf , i _v - 

* ' ’ , ^ .f • ,'S*\ \ I • • ^ 4 » • ' T , 1 f , fc 

“HolbV<*bonored and confirmed as it has been by your 
> sanctidtf'^L applause, they condemned it without reserve, ■ 

: ,, ' 4 . '■■' ‘ • *•<* ■% .,->*->■ -,: ■ :;v'!‘:r •/ ■' ■ • , _ • 

- ’ second s&p> 

“ they began to se£ Ac changer of lie and retired from 
the precipice. ^hob^’wkh r«3uctanee ; and yet what could 
« have : dpw. ® 

“ wds not surely to mortify die government of Madras; it was 

the* vanity of Magnet Ali ? Mise- 

“ raWe-WSewt 


■it 


“ Card'ai^p%i#',eb«N r ^i on ,hcre b 7 

« a Uttte Hiark^ fhbm iateresU of such magm- 

“ tude' as yours are to be Unaarded ^ slightly, and your 
«tranquflhty aud safety. ^a'de’^.e^Wf■^4 teversc with 
“the paswonsjaffll intrigues of'the lia^h'efliJrbar f 

a'.aft, , ■ ’yfirMty? ¥ ^.- ' Vf> >*"^v ■' \\ ■;; . 
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c6 of our«* so 
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by the late 


fl; baS.4w6 !coficluded with. 
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* The wupi c( $ht Stahl’s residence. 
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.<* syio 1>precautionsIbr jour dignity and safety: If at top.;' 
<f timeiwhen almost ‘every other peace with our enemies, 
/* with the French, the Spaniards, the United Slates, and the 
^M^si^as, had admitted of the loss of entire provinces, 
* this peace of ours was concluded without the abscission of 
a single inch of terril^ryj cidd, _ withdift the 

disgrace of purchating^^ .or forbear- 

“ ancc of • any‘circum- 
“ stances be considered,J'!! -flattershall be pardoned 
“ for any little’''aftitirtatti**S the attacks 
" or reproaches of the Bengal go veftj|ne|i|. You will indulge 
me too, I ‘hope, * so highly, if 

I am so proud-Tof it,'ithai/I'^\vish^ 5 ^o^^t pure and un- 
“ alloyed, v antf< v tbit?;; 

“ which'are tW' pbjeel^’ife i&kf 

« from those of the B^ng^t g^Verjhm^ mode 

“ of expressing your thanks t to' for 

« his endeavors, apd to?his* council ^'assistance, in 

« procuring; peace*'with tfte several powe^ in India, would 
“ not seem to be the case. 


*( 

tt 


cc 

a 

(C 


If the phrase, sikeral powers in India , means more thap 
“ the pojvers of' and includes our European pptago- 

“ nists in Indta^Spise'thanks, sO', : W<^ded>:’ ; nii ( ght^ '^^ ; ;they* 
passed, have' appeared to some p6^ervers as of i%|bpr too 
" great a latitude^ if not preimptil^ly applied. liwl -peace 
“ with France and the pea%j4p^ Jffdlland ^pfi|^cured at 


<( 

n 


LteKUi. y £-.** , * , , ■ , . 

« home. ; Before thp 'tejrJwiw Calcutta, 

“ before any official aGarnatic, the 

• mi ^ id. T <L **.**'.■»*Am4» *m 4hn 




“ moment I received 


jence whiefeasdertained the fact, 
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“ the government of Muchas took the prompt ami decisive 
“ $tfp of notifying it to Monsieur Dc Bus&y without delay, and 
“ 0f concluding with him an immediate cessation of arms, by 
“ means of w hich your affairs were rescued from the desperate 
“ state which they had been thrown into by the various mis- 
“ fortunes of ,the month of June ia the neighbourhood of 
“ Cuddalore. 1 

t 

* 

“ Such being the exact state of the case, and thef peace 

“ with Tippoo being, as you have seen, reprobated and a I- 

“ most disclaimed by the late governor-general and his conn- 

“ cd, the only peace theh either with a native or a foreign 

“ power in India, which they Irnve a jutfiliim upon, w tlie 

“ peace with the Mahrattas, 'That certainly, but that alone, 

“ properly belongs to thefo, and no Others pretend to have a 

“ share in it, If therefore, too delicate as well as too just to 

“ encroach upon their ground, I am desirous of standing only 

u on my own (being resigned to foil it will not support me), 

“ I trust you will excuse this digression which arose so natu- 

“ rally from the feelings of U grateful mind* anxious to disen- 

« minate thanks from" compliments* and to evince that the 

“ thanks which you had been pleased tb honor me with wcic 

“ not entirely unmer^d *” 

. + 

* 

Although Lord Macartney had received too many proofs 
of thfi hostility of the Bengal government towards him per- 
sottfly, yet till the clandestine manner in which the papers 
of bis bitterest enemies Were sent home in the Lively packet, 

* Extract of a letter from Lord Macartney to the committee of secrecy of the 
court of directors* dated Calcutta, a7th July 1781;. 
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he was unwilling to believe that a man of Mr. Hastings’* en- 
larged mind and exalted station would condescend to be 
concerned in any hidden transaction of a mean or unworthy 
nature. But his visit to Bengal was the means of bringing to 
light a circumstance which could not fail to decide and fix 
lus opinion for ever of Mr. Hastings. On looking over some 
old London newspapers* and among them the Public Adver¬ 
tiser of the 3d of June 1784, he happened to cast his eye 
upon a letter inserted in It, dated from Calcutta, December 
the 3d, 1783, and signed W. M. Observing his name in one 
of tlie paragraphs he read as follows: “ At the moment I am 
“ wilting, wc are informed that Lord Macartney is ap- 
“ pointed governor-general, of Bengal, and that General 
** Smith and Mr. Edward Mdncton are aitived at Bussorah 
** m their way here, m iperabfers of the supreme council. 
“ This is further conoboratjtsi by a jptter from the nabob of 
“ Areot to Mr* Hastings, altered on the consultations the 
“ 25th November, in which the nabob says, that Lord Ma- 
“ cartney had told his highness ho had received letters from* 
“ Mr. Fox and Mr. Burke, assuring him that Mr. Hastings 
“ was to be dismissed, and he, Lord Macartney, appointed 
“ governor-general of Bengal.* 

“ Well acquainted," says Lord Macartney, u as I was 
“ v\ ith the forgeries and inventions of the Durbar, I could 
“ scarcely bring niyself‘ to believe, that the nabob had sent a 
u letter of such a nature to ftfr. Hastings; but the respect 
“ due to your honorable .court, and to „the* distinguished 
“ names which have been mentioned with sutfi freedom, and 
“ the justice 1 owed to myself, rendering it necessary to know 



Y' m 


a$4 ?l T ?L!0 f- au* ti 

4 * the truth, I applied to the government of Bengal for hi- 
** formation, arid found that he certainly had, and that Jits 
“ fo/frr trcr$ w/ww record . 

“ The whole story is not only absolutely false and impro* 
« bahle in every particular, but it is impossible. From the 
** month of March X782 to this hour, I have never had any 
“ conversation whatsoever with the nal)ob or any of his family, 
“ iyor have seen either him or them, except when accidentally 
“ passing in a carriage, the nabob having broken off all per- 
“ sonal intercourse with me, even so far as to refuse receiving 
“ from me, in the usual ceremony, your honorable court’s 

** letters to him. r 

% 

“ For a considerable time past, indeed almost ever since 
“ the resolution of the House of Commons for the dismission 
“ of Mr. Hastings, there have been various reports fabricated 
“ and industriously spread through several parts of India 
“ relative to the succession to that gentleman’s government, 
« and the natnes of Lord Cornwallis, Lord Chatham, Mr. 
« Leycester, Mr. Vansittart, Lord Macartney, and others 
« have been mentioned for it* at different times and in dif- 
“ ferent modes, in whispers, privrftc letters, ami public news- 
“ papers: but, with regard to, my self, I never held but one 
" uniform language upon the subject, and I appeal for the 
“ truth of it to the gentlemen of my council at Madras, and 
“ to every other person there, with whom'I have had occasion 
“ to converse. X always declared that were I to consider a 
ft | removal from Fort St. George to Bengal merely in a pecu- 
41 niary light, it was not an object to me, as the difference of 



^ macartney. : , t ■ ! '. 4*$' 

% ^cinolp*^^ 17,000 1. and 26,000/. per annum would : 

•' the .difference of expense; but that my 

dijdid / i*°t at all point towards it; and that .they were 
V /"*y^pqed : 'entirely by the faithful discharge of my duty 
?C ^^fw e ^ was * an< ^ fry the hope of being able to complete 
plan I had leave the Company's 

/. y *y Affairs, at my a. footing .in 

y the Carnatic as woftabijitj^ and permanence 
“against have been apprehended 

44 from without ot wttih. ^ //. 


“ Such, we^^napped to 

Mr. Hastings himself wbeOier he •was no^ m$re than once 
informed by mychrectfp^ v il*at % t entertained no thoughts 
7“ or desire of bis;of^[;pe. necessary, to 

“ much higher authority: at'fiorae * ;/'■ ■' ' 1 *" • -'• 


cc 

<( 


■»” ■ if: 


* f 

■!' „ jl.f ' 


> 44 Your honorable eburfc in whmb fests the itomination to 
“ it, and to' whom: I sfep|tt]rf'’|^dt^i[fe T hatur^Q^ look up, well 
“knows that I never hayeioljcited or applied for it in any, 
“ address to you* either collectively or indwidyally* and I do 
“ solemnly assure ybii that I never solicited or applied for it 
u through any other 'channel, whether private friends or pulSSc 
“ ministers* Haying - said thus much, I must express my^re- 
“ gret that thjs government (Bengal) did not, by ipf^feing 
44 me of the rial&tfrletter;' r4>]^portutii'^ .^Sl^^odfig 

: “myself justice'to ^"sufferirig"^4^;f|jtVfalse- 

: 44 hood to • cpn tatniiiateIye|iords,' ,f . niid^^]^iH^ictcd and 
’ 41 unremarked on ; 

^' 4 '\ ■. • ■ . t' i^?Vaw'\.V: S V« vw*‘; . 
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> . A . v0V k its purpose/ ; 

lrtme a sutc vehicle for Che .. . 

It wa s not the n- ^ &-*££, “ZfZ 

tliat could, in W «n a correspondence with, t it 

circumstance of h» W M<sritl g 

srr 25 £«&. .£* 2 *- -«. 





*^e«^t«eef "crecyofthe 

lhtate to the.Hon.mM.W^ 
i amLnscowM in conned 15 

, eB b« 0*3- /; ^ ^ ■,^ vr Mlrt n«taend e wo«d to temty 

« Among «M«,. {raa Mr.Foi and 

“* 'T“^a^*at,f««n fete" goeernor-general in the 

with the iMofci with the high, ^ 0 f hit imposi- 

jir. BuAe, he **“. ^ Suable dependence ojonhis 

« f eonticti*. I*?*?* tSfSJf “t" 1 ,he En8 ' i6h 

’^^"eie.ta.vicegetnnt, to m.Vewa T 



£AK% Ur MALiAKllNJbY. 3^7, 
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HisLordship's continuance at Calcutta was protracted by 

an illness that threatened his life. It was occasioned by a 


r **». 


pricious tyrant; but even thjc idea is dreadful, for the removal of my friend must 
tie my utter destruction, and what raises greater apprehensions is his Lordship's 
desire to the council, nbt to answer the letter containing your positive orders to re¬ 
store me to my country,. until 'a shtp, which i9- daily expected, shall arrive from 
Europe 5 should not therefore: theEngUshnafion distinguish their welfare from 
their ruin think, my friend, to t; tyhat inexplicable, misery myself and my family 
must be plunged for ever ? LOf iibt • this; mhn triumph over your measures, and in 
my misfortunes y be speedy, I don|ure you, in your. last and definitive orders, and 
rescue me even from the terror of Lord Macartney’s vengeance. I hear that such is 
the universal detestation of his v^ry harne, diat jthe, execution of your orders will 
receive the assbtiityfmd' of '‘’'Jails' at the same time 

be assured that, - though. * never place my 

confidence in any poW$r . bttt^ttf of t ^y^iend*/to■> *§ my. country and 
hereditary rights. May r ^ tvet f eat thlf 

blessing. What can I sayihdrd** y*L>' 4 \ ^V' 

,■ • -' ’ ■ :: ;^ V Atruecopy;. y: v -■ , 

*« Chepauk, i^th October ^83. *', •; _y (Sijghal) *"■;^H^T^Secretary.” 

‘Now for the history,of these compositions* • It is confined in a letter from the 
president and select cofami^se of^or^Si^g|^.i^-|eneral and his 
council, dated 25th May 1783, and consequently Mr. Eastings could not plead 
ignorance when he caused the foregoing letter to be entered od the records. 

, « Mr. Itehfield, tq;Seoyre" ^ ^loaheftcy of hisj power, and' the perfection of his 
« schemes, thought it necessary, to render the nabob an absolute stranger to the 
« state of his affairs.. He assured his highness that full justice was not done to the 

.1 J > 1 • ... 1 ' i_It-. 1,1 :■ 



« Persian language, as th<51 


*of the court 


of Delhi, at'an ,ap£en4ji^e. fcptftbpty;_ wist‘^'0, rimesj particularly 

« affected by the jinahoh..* public traits* 

« actions among the ^MusSfthneh'ida^fs '■of 11 *ndos^*V^5PMfe1w^b'was thought to 
*“■ th ? |roc‘ttti^4bd ;#Sf rcspomleitce from pur . 

QQ - * • 


*< have gained' ho incoosideraph 
■ ** t OL. I. 
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iifisli of .setting an,. example, in liis own person, 
ceiyed jiiiglit fee 'attended with some degree of benefit to &e. 
inhabitants of the presidency, rfit; is scarcely neccssnrj ; to 
observe, that .the' h&il^ in Calcutta is 

not only .attended >vho 

can but illanp^d stripling, 

' from, the s$^^rb%;have his >pa- 

- Innkeen attendance upon' his 

pei^nx^'f% P* rt of these 

poor Jnfirgal^l^njd;'. pJead' for consider- 

, ■ oujfhtSerried' by himself. 

w frriee&rt^-tyfa 'Tajfli df taftftfttb' language, 

- ■ tLfajMjE&j&L' r e - under _ 


ff which,. 
*f stati 


atirtn 


address to.fce 

“ Mrl'JfenthelSi 'h^ : ii» „ knowledge^ his 

*< ;t9. die generous 

" 'to'doqaftttt organ, of 

« to his excellency 

the A0&[ nabSfe his father 


In the languattit 
must arrr 
higlmess receives 
abandons ,:i " ' ■r' i?tt 
language, 
grounded on 
fitd .to subscri 



'f^^dPrajtls Vo pure, the truth 
Utis double trust his 
^^j^^naice'bnJfim.' He 

' fcllm.:. He thus irsiir- 

3®Byp"., A...', .- , 

iJtefiete what IS not true, 

S®*8- 


6onw >•* 

- r ; without possi- 


ticmj 


.jofwho 


and'haveribought’ 
upon the usual 


letters 


k the',€rtnptmy’- 

s#; i$W* $d|* hawpletr. w&to$iu|feft§4 jbv < Mr. iJeaficld, w ’ -■, 
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vrwms * v . v aware that the climate 

s, trom the regular sea breezes, admitted of the exer- 
c|fe^I%alking with less danger than that of the inland city 
;,^fchJdiitta, $tiU h?w^er |i to make the ex- 

>vp^Hmentin the lattermuch/ expo- 

/ 4Ka ^ .Jr• jjeiarljir^provc^ 

in India. 





trans- 
?y took 

Jgs , 1 ^ 

directors* 
nature 

4* a 

If 





PUBLIC LIFE OF THE 


he/ w I,acquiesced in, because I never will attempt to con- 
« ceal from you any things however unimportant, whjch the 
“ meanest member of this community might wish to be laid 
« before you. Every gentleman of feeling knows that there 
« is a species of audacious contradiction which can only be 
stopped by a particular mode of expression. In the case 
now alludedto, that expression, although arising from ab¬ 
solute necessity; no sooner used but apologized for to 


(( 

(C 

« 


“ the board ” 

• " w i 


t 


* 


AflA. 

✓A, *. \ i 


, . ' ' u * u V ' . ,*• ■ \ . ■ . , 

1 ’’ i j ■:, *>i i' ‘.5 ■' ■ , 

BJr. aeulli^ ^ told^yfey^^Haae of his military ac- 

quaiutan^^didtlt' nece^iy, - for,' his honor 

and characterthat hl:-^iOeld cafl;o^^H.Sfacartriey, and 
Major $reUan/',a gentle^p ^th|t" . jVfacai;tne^ had not 

thought proper V^Pp^nmien^ which he 

considered to hive beW i^ade ii*h$ut authority; Offered him¬ 
selfto be the beaTei* of the message. ®ie^particulars of this 
transaction will be found id a paper drawn up by the two se- 
coqdf*v'Itmay be observed, that this was 
the Ohh&i, the .only difference of opinion 

that he'had?,t0 j^ectcommhtee in the whole 

i* itiL *£EZ 1 m 

course 



■ ’ i-fl’ • v ' 
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One night as he was sitting wfth id ffriend in Calcutta, an 

' ', • O’ , ■ 1 •<. , , ■ ,*V W .-t, , t . m 

•officer from oii^ of H the„ ‘Coni^|i;|higis! jbrpqght him a dis¬ 
patch, addresfed to;him as goyemoi-^hj^ai ©£ Bengal. He 
tore off the cover and efflist it to his fijend/ w|o warmly con- 
gratulated him on an evt ||^q wholly unexpected; but Lord 

. * Appendit, No, 18 . 
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Macartney very calmly observed, before he had read the dis¬ 
patch, that he did not mean to accept the intended honor. 
He; 'did*not however immediately communicate this inten¬ 
tion to the provisional governor-general who. is said to have 
felt himself in a very awkward situation; and all the legal 
authorities in Calcutta are supposed to have been consulted, 
whether Lord Macartney; appointed by the Court of Di¬ 
rectors to succeed Mr, HastiUgs,‘ could legally step into the 
chair occupied by Mr. Macpherson. ; The anxiety of the su¬ 
preme council. to' teepahe^ could not fail 

greatly to amuse Lord $facdrtiriey* who fed ftp desire to de¬ 
prive any of them of their: situations. ; 

X ! • .* ■' 

It was no easy ; inatkr«:'tc>' |e^hdle; incon¬ 
sistency of the Cptut 'towards ’lordiMkcartney 

in ordering the surrender of >tiae habobV assignment, ad visi ng 
him of the nomination of a person to succeed Jhirn. at Madras, 
ard appointing H1|n, almost immediately afterwards, gover¬ 
nor-general of Bengal,*without Aiiy splieitatibn dn his part, or 
any avowed desire to Succeed Id that situatiop. The fact 
was, that the supporters of Mr, Fox’s India bill, in the debate 
that took place in the House of Commons, had been loud in 
their encomiums on the character and conduct of Lord Ma¬ 
cartney, whose wisdom and moderation yyere contrasted with 
the opposite qualities of Mr. Hastings^ against^ whom they 
directed a most violent attack. Mr. Fox declared, that his 
Lordship had proved himself the most obedient; -tdfjdirection 
from home, the and^inmt-Jte^us in 

conduct for the national hbhbr of any gpvernbr ever sent to 

India. The opposite side of the House, from that moment, 

8 
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Macartney as closely connected 

a^^wries; and althougljjhe p-as then on the other , 

i il_ 1 ' with nnv nartv. and indeed haa.lett 


quainted 

■ tratlppJtt‘.w ■^GWBrwp^^ *■;* •/■ zy.i \: , . . 

■ ■ l“ s ,r 

■ .L^:Xi'titl?j'^^f^^iA^ilLMiatM-'was:--fiot. the person 


go- 


■»* . • \ < M. 
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ersons high in the . 

India 


• adihlnfctr*^ 1 a-i 7 7 

Sor isfiueix* . the opinions 


?‘ lmkwdmWf&'' :«W'‘itt&»eo<3e the opinions 

by Mr. Pitt- 

'* ‘^ir :**%£? .«tfl£eient bead ; bn 
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no other man in the kingdom possessed. When therefore 
Mr. Dundas, at tl$e head of ilia board of control, had atten¬ 
tively perused and carefully considered all the pajiers on the 
various subjects of Lord Macartney's government, as con¬ 
nected with that of Mr/Hastings* lie* with great candor and 
honor to himself, declared, at the t^ext board that met, that 
after having fully investigated the * hole matter, he had to¬ 
tally changed the opinion he had formed of Lord Macart-* 
nej’s conduct, and was now firmly convinced that Ins Lotd- 
ship had acted iu every respect as he ought^to act, and that 
lie had conducted himself with a degree of firmness and abi¬ 
lity which did him the highest Ofcdit. Mr. Dundas did not 
stop here. Feeling that every mark of respect and consider¬ 
ation was due to his unwearied xeal and unshaken integrity, 
and as a proof of the favofcwle sentiments he entertained ot 
his aduiimstration at Madrnfe, and thgt he considered him 
as the fittest person to fill the chair pf Bengal, although 
til >lly unacquainted with hia Lordthip, and unsolicited by 
any of his friends, he mfomfed Mr. 'fitt of his sentiments on 
the subject and the grounds on which he had formed them. Mr. 
Put, whom the multiplicity of other business did not allow 
to enter so deeply into Indian affairs as Mr. Dundas had 
done, but who could place implicit reliance on the report of 
his able coadjutor, so f#Ily acquainted &ith the subject, made 
no hesitation in approving of Mr.TJutidas's choice, though the 
object of it was equally Unknpwh\tp him. lib Lordship's 
nomination immediately jfoUdw$d. J Considering therefore all 
the circumstances of t)ii» tmWkctfon, it cannot be denied that 
there never was an appointment of such' great trust, power, 
patronage, and emolument conferred, which did more honor 
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to those who had tlie nomination to it, or tohimwhofeis 
thus appointed, than that of Lord Macartney to 
There were not wanting howcvv persons high in the adrnrni- > 
stration, whose names it is not material'to mention, who were, 

not only averse from the choice of the minister, but were ; 

ready to foretel many bad* consequences fhat would attend 
it; that in :^eht^ > .^. Hastings his Lordship would 

*b«w .Ms ^ I f" on,Z9 N 5 

>s v connections might hate 

planned^ h «»$d wild ” scs , wl,ch 

* . ^ lhe vefv reverse of which a 


fdre had no .. T 

opinion, which this tru# d)»f#rested man entet- 

’ tained of £ord Macartney, ipaybf ebiteeted from h.s reply 

* to ft aott which had, h^en addressed to him by an intimate 

p, to know if he had any particular 

^ dia -, AUow 
I’Jive I)0t the honor 

* M ' ' r i ** !• J .■ s i ‘ y* i , 
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Lord Macartney, I felt 


a 


me" says.i 


“ of any ^«oiiai*i.tance.wit 


.^leasuve in.his ap- 


, no one 


“ from public 
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relative i T t 

, “ iii&sts me, but th*b MaC 

“ ney'«. hahds without any. recommendation—l, mean uic 
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“ credit and prosperity of the governments of which he is at 
“ the head." 


But however flattering' it' ihust have been to Lord Macart- 
ney to receive so distinguished a mark of the minister's ap¬ 
probation, together with that of the court of directors, spon¬ 
taneously conferred without any solicitation from himself or 
his friends, he had many strong reasons for declining at this 
time to take upon himself the government of Bengal. The 
ill state of his health, broken down by the fatigues and vexa¬ 
tions which'he had undergone in his late government, required 
a speedy removal to his native climate. The general situation 
of affairs in India likewise pointed but to .him the propriety 
and, indeed, the necessity ofsubrnitting to his majesty's 
ministers certain regulatkins which he considered indispen¬ 
sable for the salvation of this part of the empire; and of laying- 
before them those conditions on which only he felt himself 
able to fulfil the purposes of his appointment with advantage 
to the public and reputation tohimself. Other circumstances, 
which applied peculiarly to him, rendered every precaution 
on his part, if not necessary, at least expedient. Some of 
the members who continued to form the government of Ben¬ 
gal, where lie Would have presided, had been in the habit of 
submitting to evefy opinion of the late governor-general, and 
consequently of condemning and counteracting matfyof his 
measures when at Madras r'tbey had; also joined in resolutions 
equally harsh and unjust h{>oA hi^ conduct, Aluch cordial 
co-operation or public benefit could scarcely lie* expected 
from such associates; and a hollow and’insidious support 
would not have answered the purpose he had in view, which 
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was that of a complete and radical reform. The public mea¬ 
sures of the governor-general, especially if they happened to 
interfere with the avarice or ambition' of individuals, might 
be thwarted, and perhaps successfully counteracted, unless it 
was unequivocally understood that he had the entire support 
and countenance of his majesty's ministers as well as of the 
Court of Directors. .Feeling therefore, as lve did, that how¬ 
ever profitable, powerful and brilliant the situation might ap¬ 
pear to common observers, the mere office and its emo¬ 
luments would afford him but little gratification; and too 
strongly impressed with its importance to conceive it fair 
or honorable" for any, man to undertake it, unless he 
were persuaded that he could make .it* an instrument of 
essential permanent benefit to the public, he was bound 
from principle to decline it for the present. His experience 
had fully convinced him that the affairs of the East India 
Company were fast sinking into irretrievable ruin, and that 
nothing could save them, but an administration of exact dis¬ 
cipline! and rigid economy in every department both civil 
and military; but a system of this kind was so novel in India, 
he had met with so much opposition and counteraction in 
his endeavors to establish it at Fort St. George, as were suffi¬ 
cient to convince him that nothingcould enable even the first 
talents and integrity to carry it ilito execution at Bengal, except 
only with the assistance of col leagues actuated by similar priu- 
■ ciples, and with such a confidence anid support from home as 
it would have been almost romantic in him to Expect. “ Many 
“a 1 man indeed,” observes his Lordship to the Court of 
Directors, “ may be found, whp, consulting the gratification 
“ of his own var ; .ty and ^yarice before your honor anid advan- 
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* e fagc,V;will undertake your affairs without scruple on any 
terms,; and, at all events, run the chance of things lastmo- 
tg his time in tiieir usr amuse you with trifling plans, 

M fallacious deductions, and undeterminable reference.->; 

flatter you from season to season with prospects and pro- 
“ miges, and then, face your displeasure with a fortune per- 
haps huge enough to defy an inquiry or outreach an act of 
parliament: But your interests involving, as they still do, 
a vast extent of empire, an immense population, and many 
millions of revenue, demand that you should send out the 
“ ablest and honestest men that can be found to administer 
“ them; and that these men should fye encouraged and up- 
“ held by all the trust, and authority you can venture to give 
“them*”' •■■ ' 


t c 


it 


ti 


’'"*1 

'ft, 


But the subject : which of all others claimed, in Lord 
Macartney's estimation, the earliest attention of his majesty's 
•ministers, was that of methodizing the claims and allowances 
of the military establishment, and of reducing the heteroge¬ 
neous parts of which an Indian army is composed to some* 
thing like system, and bringing them under one command, 
lie considered it as indispensably necessary that the civil and 
military authority should .be united in qne person, without 
pretending to decide frorti wljat line pf* life that.person ought 
to be taken. If a military commander could be found supe¬ 
rior to the bias of education, and to the views and attach- 

' ' * ■ V “ \ « .*’■ v __ *• ^ , '* ' *o' ■ g * 

nients of his profession, spen commander,, he conceived, 


* Extract of a letter from Lord Macartney to the committee of secrecy of the 
court of directors, dated ■<; 
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ought to be employed, not because of his profession, Putin 
despite of it. As a maxim of choice, h^ytitfcr, he was inclined 
to think that it would be safer to tv/n ’ cj man, otherwise well 
qualified, out of the general mass u: society, for the purpose 
of presiding over and promoting the welfare of the British 
dominions in* India, than another, who wofild have to combat 
with the exclusive preferences and partial considerations to 
which his mind had been accustomed in favor of that portion 
of the community which is united ip its nature, and whose 
combinations and encroachments,’ as being the most likely 
and the most dangerous, it is tbe^first dut^r Of government to 
watch over and resi|t.the. in. 

India corcobor^ and ages, 

that the f elevation mteOTption and to 

the destitetW; 5 strongly ex¬ 

emplified m the Unwise and iPPdnsidemfe measure of the 
Bengal government, which tran&fer&id to the Commander in 
chief qf the forces m unparticipatid aut hority to the utmost 
possible fykeni ijf the qohse<|iV#ce of which was, 

as might^tu^y^vc bfec4..bx|eqte|^that tbefe was not a 


pendent of his authod^:;-^||Syp^U3een since discovered 
that the military ppw^^l^^^^^hllyjyettuires the 
curb and vigilaiKC of a Ktipttlbf ,th<S state to press 


and direct it to- tlie ribper d|fc 3 ^^^ : c^v^i^ f ‘jpaWic/^ ^ as 
well as to restrain wi^tq|luC bounds 1i^fc^^ons $pd ex¬ 
ertions of that stren^b, s ^^h*dfeels its Own importance, and 
looks td the aggrandizement.itable to procure. The most 

achiev eluents, under .Clive and Lawrence, 
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-accoin])auied the most perfect obedience to the civil power, 

becaose in their time n? other pursuits interfered with imrsuits 
against the enemy. 


The conflicts that arose pet ween tlie civil government' ami 
some of his majesty’s officer* serving under it'in the Carnatic, 
seem to have been unavoidable, unless Lord Macartney had 
assented to demands in direct violation of the Company’s 
rights, and the first jiowers inherent, in the civil‘authority 
, established in, the counter; VWhile thcirtilaims extended only 
to opinions little notice - : 4 as tafcen of ; but when it be- 
came a ouestion. whcthef-ihe diVil hntAWrth., 


came a question, y*hel^^ .should excr- 

=ise, according in its 

hands, and for wllich or 

suffer them to be openly disputed and disobeyeel by those who. 
were sent out, at the Company’s exj»ettserto assist and serve 
the civil government; djeTleOst hesitation might: have been 
fa’al. If his majest/s irbppsweto'nait as Absolutely under 
the direction of the citil power as'fhe Company’s own force, 
there was at once an end to all system,; "Anarchy and con* 
fusion must pervade Wrery department, and his majesty”* - 
gracious intention, in seeding his forces to f(idia, might 
perverted into the Worst evil that ^ii>d be&l the Coto^PT. 
It was doubted by ho one that, v if ttie'firm and decislr^Iep 
which was tafcOn, with regard >; .G^orai Stuart, haifleen. 
delayed but a few hOmV ^Aj^hntbofity would,^f been 
at an end >me. td^.^l^.^ed to 

which the .kings office^ ■.m $'proceeding affie^I&-event 
from the following cirfmai|nt;e. Oh Sir John. 

Burgovne (whom Lord Macartney had been reluctantly 
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obliged to put under arrest), it appeared, from the evidence of 
th£ lieutenant colonel of his n)nj<\sty’^3^egiinent of dragoons 
that, at a meeting of the kino>-- ^^ofllecrs at the mount, 
tlie day after the arrest of General >.n!'nart, a proposition was 
made by one of them to; remove Lord Macartney from his 
government, to appoint another in his place, and to seize 
Genera] Lang the new commander in chief* This proposition 
was not fowever approved l>y Sir John Burgoync, the senior 
of those Generals, whose prudence probably suggested to 
bini the bbstu’ditypf attempting a ^government which had so 
recently fio#* w^-^Yd^ilE/ ’was” against outrage or 

. <’ i * \. ' ' . *' . ,■ jf' i * ' ' i . ,r. - ' i* * ■ „ u it&J , h ^c./ ' 



stances scai^y;ohePtlnrd^f The and allowances granted 
to others with yvhom they were serving; these, on their part, 
not; * satisfied with their superiority in point of pay, con- 
tended for an equality of rank. The governor had it not in 

wishes of one or the other. As little 
wa* fie *Q'tfic'^buses and grievances of 

which thfe 'aptijy plain. When money 

was not to be procii^recfjmy• troops, it was not unusual 
for the paymaster to jssqti tfcketa to jeiihbje the men to pur¬ 
chase necessaries in the market ; tfi^eRefects suffered a dis¬ 
count in the Bazaar of twenty^ tlurt^^ud sometimes fifty per 
cent.; and at such d^acoation w<M* ; ?i^fienUy bought up 
Company's sC^S^ja.' When money.tyas issued to the 
these servants, bad generally interest enough to 
secure tb themselves the full amount of the soldiers’ tickets. 
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By this abuse, which the want of funds and public, credit 
seemed to render unavoidable, both officers and men suffered 
serious inconveniences, f *" 1 some of the purchasers of the 
tickets are said to have‘clLuinulated fortunes. The conclu¬ 
sion of the war with Tippoo Sahcb appeared to hold out a fair 
opportunity for commencing that system of reform which, 
by his instructions, Lord Macartney was authorized to carry 
into execution. But he soon discovered that this Herculean 
labor was not likely to be brought to perfection under the 
state of things then in India. On the first attempt to discontinue 
the allowance of half batta, in order to equalize the pay of 
the troops, a mutiny broke out in the regiment that was sta¬ 
tioned at Arcot, which however*, by the decided and peremp¬ 
tory orders of government* was quelled without the effusion 
of blood, and with obtaininr from the mutineers an uncondi- 

k / ' V 

tional submission and resignation to the will of the civil go- 
vcrninent. This spirit of resisting every plan that might lead 
to economy and reform was not less, diffused through the 
Company's own troops, to whose pretensions, though Lord 
Macartney showed not the least countenance, he was . erro¬ 
neously supposed to be , favorably inclined. Ju fact, ! he 
never ceased to reprobate the distinction that was unavoid¬ 
ably kept up between the Kings and the Company’s forces. 
1 have always," says he, “ held the same opinions upon this 
subject, and as they were not taken up upon slight grounds, 

I think nothingis likely tachangeThern, but my being bet¬ 
ter taught from home, I cSh have no improper motives to 
sway my judgment in matters of this kind* wbicUi if it could 
“ admit of bias, would, from the line of life in which I have 
“ been bred, more easily have taken the other turn; but I 


a 
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regulations that could be framed would have no effect, if the 
execution of them were left to weak, negligent, or corrupt 
hands; that the rule of promoting to the council invariably 
by seniority, however just in the principle, is often pernicious 
in the practice ; that he had therefore formed a decided opi¬ 
nion that whenever any of thej servants of the Company 
should particularij distinguish themselves in offices of trust 
and consequence, it would be greatly for the interest of the 
Company:, tutd a jiist reward to those servants, to prefer them 
to situations wherein their knowledge and principles might be 
still more usefully era ployed for the public. But above all 
he urged the absolute necessity of selecting the ablest and 
most unexceptionable .men to fill the first situations in their 
governments, without regard to those considerations of rank 
ind seniority which had hitlierto guided them in the rule, of 
promotion amnng tlieir bwni servants. 


ON 


: „ nicy arrived in Lon¬ 
don, and on' tfe'i3inw*W a conference with 

the chairman and deputy Bast India Com¬ 
pany on the subject of his apppirtt^^ of 

Bengal. He Imd several fits 

of the gout and rheumatism at Mh%^:.^tjd having suffered 
g^tijfin his climile^ of India, as well 

the oppressive cares and vexations which, occurred 
during Ms presidency, It became absolutely necessary for 
him on those accounts to decline entering upon a new and 
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arduous scene of affairs, until by a voyage to sea and a re¬ 
laxation for some time from business, be should acquire suf¬ 
ficient health and strength for the .undertaking. But in addi¬ 
tion to these motives he was aware, he told them, that in 

1 A 

order to acquit himself of the office of governor-general of 
Bengal with essential permanent advantage to the company 
and the state, and with credit ^tp those persons who had con¬ 
cerned themselves in his appointment, as well as* to him¬ 
self, it would be neeessary for him to receive a decided 
support from home,of winch; till he came home, he could 
not be certain, as the mere circumstance. of his election, 
which he attributed moi^ to Chance than a decided measure 
of government, did not ensured t That however, he added,, 
the most decisive support appear to him 

sufficient,' in the present vtet^pfiWngs; : ib l 'f^4^' : ajid l .the new 


spirit of combination ahd opposition that had gone forth both 
in the civil and military departments in that cdubtrjr, without 
many new regulations to meet and compose it. He observed 
to them that due subordinatiGb^oh the part of the troops in 
India to the civil governments them could be secured only 
by restoring the systeii) subsisting in the Company's instruc¬ 
tions for' India ^itP§7|4# and always subsisting in the other 
dependency and infreydy by which the 

commander id wbatso- 

ever, under’ ti^’ tatithe 

civil power,; • v oft the 

spur of an occasion* in 

effect two independ^lfpy# in ilier ‘ t; that 

a line had been to be drawn iy#ben the respee- 
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live prerogatives of the civil autl the military chief, a line 
about which there has been and ever will be a contest; the 
troops looking up tp the military chief alone arc totally with¬ 
drawn from all obedience or attention to the regular govern¬ 
ment of the country. 


. » 1 ,w, jr v ' . ‘ ' 

With regard to the persousr who formed the civil depart¬ 
ment in* India, tfyey were hot likely, he observed, to be 
broilgbt backfto the onginal object of their institution of being 
useful t" t^J'c«jmp.^ny 9 agreeably to 

their .st^r-^ter by leaving a discre¬ 
tion in the X&mpanyV>^^ to substitute others, in 

their room, whether b^lbre W the service or not, as he shall 
see occasion, and { by Amoving the claim to office, as matter 
of right, from seniority, of rank, trusting to the government 
there, as is entrusted to every government, that it will pay 
due regard to merit and length of service when accompanied 
• which, the offices.to <f b$ disposed of rc- 

spectiyp^^|iiire. present it wohld s seieib ; tliat some of 
the as,if they conceived they 

had an -,-sta.tions: per¬ 

sons holding J . some,offices there arc, 
from an id^a>‘of• thepost forward to 

‘l • i * 1 {S t'^Ll * r |vji’ V ‘ 

oppose the acta of the which has . 

placed a check pn the abuses of K pffi|^;^i|erc ? It did not ap¬ 
pear, he addc^ r :^^^p.y,this oppo¬ 
sition from the ttot.succeb^^^f^re vacancies, 

as iiltes conceived that such succession was to depend upon 
rahk$& the service, and not, upon the discretion of the Coin- 
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pany's representatives, who could not object to that act in 
any individual in which almost all of the Company's servants 
had joined, and to whom alone their choice was confined. 

' , V v 

With these two leading regulations, and, perhaps, a feu 
others of a subordinate nature. Lord Macartney said he con- 

, ,</ ; ' iV ■ ’ Vi . >' ;r £ ** . 

reived it possible that ^JxeJgovemtncn.t t c)f India might yet, in 



instrument .ofyan^'-'of‘.sitbstantiu 
permanent adyattthe person dig¬ 
nified with the also 

with authority to;.''without 
substance,' an4;\nng!&an object 
without the added, a 

certain numb^df.^i|d^ea^copncil to 
as ist him, as & bim&rd’fc Shool^l&e^'igMwei]*''in cases wherd 
he thought it fex’i^bdltj^sible for the , 
Company and?'0^*4^ as in all othetf 

dependencies of Jf.6 act p independent of hiJ 

council, or, at l<?a§t* % should be sure of a general confor¬ 
mity of senrintdh^^tjyoeu him and his council. In the. first 
case, lie # governor- 

general <>f B^^i^;be re- 

from a dinnalMwipa^#;:aipa^^ case, 

the records of, >J^|Wisonal 

opposition, on. a b|#'^liiiments 
and public. cOuducii^^^flie 'proprietycase, of* 
i Imt gentleman's recal, tin the grounds* already mentioned, 

spared him the painful necessity of giving more pointed 
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and particular reasons for depriving liim of any degree of 
power in that government before lie (Lord Macartney) could 
be placed at the head of it. It was likely too, he further ob¬ 
served, that the present Commander in chief of the troops in 
India, having once tasted and exercised independent military 
power, could not relish the subordination which Lord Ma¬ 
cartney thought so essential to the civil power, for the same 
reasons, among others, which have contributed to establish 
that subordination every where else. * 


*. / .'4 

k>v „ '^u 


t r V * ' l 


On these 1$rms. ojilyfelt Jie could accept 
the appointmenLobservmg, thaf if he tfould have been daz¬ 
zled by the or the pa¬ 

tronage ofa gpverndf^igti^ml of! J8ei%al, without a serious 
fansideratiodwhich was not 
101 c eminent than arduous to him who really meant to ren- 
2 v it the instrument of estahlisliing the solid and durable 
Welfare of the Company, he.miglvt hav^e availed himself of the 

he thought himself there¬ 
fore th'SlW of the chairman and 

deputy ch&irm&hite^ct^'4/itliesii-thait the hope alone 
of renderiBg:''publte-;';@»^^li|'.!6|vt|iJ i ';gos|ibly;induce him to take 

, ».«• iVvk; 1 %*:V ‘J&L aLLl a »~ : 1 — 


partialities, ’ brought for¬ 

ward from 'a cofeidt^i^f the 

■' " i 1 ■ ■ ' - . . ,-i H ,, L '-i\ ,‘v i'l' 1 . 

*V * * , /' 1 , ' ’ ' r , 

1 ’ , ' ‘ 1 , ,\ ( ; ' 1 i! [ v l 1 t ' ‘ 1 n;' L * 

A minute of this conversation was transmitted by the 
chairs to tlie board of control, and nothing further on the 
subject was mentioned Lord "Macartney till the 20th I V 
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bruary,'when he received a note from Mr. Dundas desiring 
him to meet Mr. Pitt and himself the next morning at tin* 
office of the commissioners for the affairs of India. In the 
interval, however, he had every reason to suppose that lie 
stood on high ground with at least the leading character 
of administration. At the opening of the session of parlia¬ 
ment of 1786, on the 24th January, when debating on the 
king's speech, Mr. Pot t * to observe, in touching 

on the affairs bf India, ^lat Mira macartney had acte< 
throughout the whole of hiSLs^y kf ■ India upon the mos 
upright principles^ attj m with hands perfect! 
clean and unsullied. he's^id, from a eonvic 

tien of the necessity wjA taken the collector 

and the management^! ihb jieventi^ of ? t^^hmatic out of 
the Jiands, not of the oaboSy p of Arcbt, byV bf his agents 
and usurers, who' plundered the natives and .Jibbed him* 
and that he had vdtfed both," where they bri^irta.bei in the 
hands of the Company. ;Th$s of Control 

had overthrown by iMr the collec¬ 

tion and managbmbd^ } df Hhc" nabob's * revenues to be re¬ 
stored to him, e* fh$hcr, to ttioSe* agents and plunderer; that 
the fatal effects of tfcll had spread alarm and terror 
through Hie Carn&bcJ am imposed tf*ee$mdl atPo 
George with sd stirOb^ap idea of t|ts0^n^(iety, ibt&iiord 
Macartney went hlftSelf to the 

government thbre>dd tk * Let 

tlic house, said 

on finding Mr. M^ipd a com¬ 
mission there appbtoi)^ a situation it 

was impossible for hint ti# If&oept, yrh\te the order to restore 
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as a reward for past service, and an encouragement to 
future.' 'K.' 


! ^At the saiiie time,it was right for him can- 
cLidi y to avp^tliat any very great eagerness 

' 1 \ 'V >i \ * *' i , 'i|A i- ^ ‘ '*■' v'i ' * T ’’ 'C' a , . 

for the appointing he oid$ the real state 


]* r: ir ,V Ms 

■ i * >. ■ - ,AV•-V v , *' * j „'\\J -. , .'V " ■ ' v ' 

1 ;' ; * »* T„vl ,vf % / , f- * 1 ‘ ’ 4 - 



^ of .wealth, 

^ atict content, he did not 
ctoVh'ls- friends at his 

ft*PI;\ Kj-* i- ^ ' 1 ,1 

ISSfcpj* b is fa mily, 

ik of infinite dif- 
very. ft«r 
Client scr¬ 
ipt'If, he un¬ 
de- 

IpK-hazards, 
le observed, he 
ng^ome with 

i'.*..'." 


i im-^T^eived that' 
l^Sinlp his views, 
^||peyb, he rose to 
lie had. 
* ftJ^Q.d>oped their 
^onestest man 

'• ’"* 4 ! '■* * M , , * 

in other 


his having 
done, in case 


ju|»i^ ftolctyfitefA .the con-. 
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viction of his own mind; not from the slightest disinclination 
to the service, or to his majesty's administration as it thru 
stood ; for that, whate\er his situation was, his conduct would 
always be the same, consistent and agreeable with those 
principles which, through the course of his life, had uniformly 
guided him. Three days filter this lie was infonned that 
Lord Cornwallis was appointed goveroor-gcneml of Bengal. 



high office, and ’the. 
have been a &acrir.„_ 
That he had a stx 
ment, and 
it w ere made sole 
obligingly comm 
vocal proof* Hi 
party, Lord Macs 


CO' 



, is an uneqm 


w fi\ 


one^foning at a huge 
mi, b$ihg impatient to k 


communicate mtiip her, took out a carti and 

wrote with Ids pencil back of it as follows : “ I am 

‘•'the happiest 'man in England at tins hour. Lord Com* 



upon it. 

The mark of favor 
himself entitled, even 
was a British peerage 
oilier ground than the 


W $ p^hlSp d^ndmtions, 
would nptfeaye^&d it on an> 
it conviction in his own mind. 
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iiQW iiti|iossible it would be for him, considering the pass and 
prbsdiit situ ation of things, to carry on the government to his 
own satisfactionand the public^ henefit, unless he should bOi 
armed with this or sojpe other distinguiahed ensign of hi* 

: the mini- 

more, in 


sovereign's favor,: 

ster *sa determination^ 

- 'ite. ■ V 


£ or 

recent j 





' 'V', 



in India by the 
i r the support 
| not entertain 

afe| ; him to 

■supported 
hi m 1 th at . 
|||^^nde,; who, 
I^Jft^^officoro'f the 

risfe# defer - 

g£ $s, “ that 
e to the Com- 


( V^' 

•, J". ■« 

*• • 'J? : i 

ment 

tion of 


•age- 

revent a repeti- 
o the public, 

m • t0 ex P ect 

!*> a *■* 

' hhj^ Baafc iMiMPlr 18 a 

& wulct have 
tune, 

bo&’atbfiBie and ajpoad 
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of the steady purpose of the crown and its executive minis¬ 
ters, to support a person they had judged worthy of being 
placed in the first great office of trust they had to bestow, 
tie conceived also that, in this country and under his pre¬ 
sent majesty’s government, a gentleman of good family, fair 
inheritance, liberal education, and emblemished character, 
was not ill founded in hoping that a faithful exertion of his 
abilities in many trying situations might lead him, after two 
and twenty'years employment, to such a reward as he thou 
aspired to. Several peers had been made without the merit 
of public service to plead, although they might have to plead 
that of large fortunes; that his Lordship had not that merit 
could scarcely be imputed.a demerit to him who, of all men, 
might easily have possessed^.fortune sufficient to support the 
highest rank; but even pifblic merit alone without great 
opulence had, on many occasions, been justly rewarded in 
the manner Lord Macartney desired: and as to himself, he 

' * 1 'i. ^^ / ’ * 11 * 

might have been justified m observing, that if the custom 
now subsisted, as it did formerly, of giving, reasons for the 
creation of peers, the testimony which the minister himself 
(Mr. Pitt) bore of his conduct* both while in India and 
since his return, would make it more complete aiid dis¬ 
tinguished, preamble to his patent than could be fur¬ 
nished to a great many by all the ingenuity of the heralds‘ 
office. ' 


• •;* 

k f > * 


But although. Mr. Pitt and; Mr, Dundas felt they could 
not, consistently with thejitinei pies they * had then laid down 
with regard to Indian appointments, adpede to the only 
■ vol. 1. ■ *"'■ '' n u . - \ 
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terms on which Lord Macartney could accept the government 
of Bengal, the considerations he. had suggested to them and 
to the court of directors were generally adopted, and led to 
the choice so judiciously made of Lord Cornwallis for that 
important office. The grounds on which his majesty’s mi¬ 
nisters thought it expedient to refuse the peerage to Lord 
Macartney are fully explained in a letter of Lord Melville; 
and though the^ may not ..be found to apply strictly to his 
peculiar casse, yet the' general principle, on which they were 
adopted, is deserving :pf thd highest praise. “We thought 
“ it a bad precedent,-’ says fits;Lpr^sh1ff,\t‘ to establish by our 
“ auth 'wi tjr -i$i jmp^tsint a situation should 

“not of itself'be;-sufiELcifeyt^/.-'feSLaUed to invite the 
« first persons' in thefj&ttgdom iddoOli up" to it as- the object 
of their ambi^h<^fe*p^P»^^ia most proper road 
to the actiuisitind <»f att hefd^tar^ tamor, as , a rewaul foi 
services pcfKforni^*^^. lifeicartncy would 

“ Certainly have obtained it s6on i'after* his retnm to India ; 
“ but we could not listen to the idea of a grant of a peerage 
“ bemg a preiWhW to4he anpoihtmentof a governor-gc- 
“ neral of.Tl^a,' ^pftvonr part became the. more 

“ net*esary,: '.blS^ip^%*^dtmp; was' then taken of not 
“confining the highihIn^'a to tnc servants of 

O ‘V i. 1 l •! *. jrrS’.' ’* r 

» { tiu> CniTiiianv. as it 


(t 


it 


tt 


« didates ibfjdb gi?t and |Wost-..'hisl^p^wtinition under his 
“ majesty ;.and it'WOtild > ts'lie^ from' ; thc|grage. and character 
»<. s of future appointmentsj. if such men were id be induced to 
“ accept the situatkm'by tire allurement of a British peerage 
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“ as a necessary requisite, previous to acceptance. If that 

-V ■ 

was recognized, candidates might offer merely to accom¬ 
plish that object, and they would return again almost a.> 
soon as they had landed in India, having secured the fa- 
u vorite object they had in view. I will not, at the same 
time, disguise from you that perhaps another feeling ope¬ 
rated to a considerable degree. You are rightly informed, 
when you suppose that the,appointment of Lord Macart¬ 
ney was not a favorite measure with several members of 
administration. ■ 'Neither was it popular with a great body 
" of the directors and proprietors of the East India Com¬ 
pany. I need not mention that it was hot agreeable cither 
to the partisans of Mr. Hastings or of Sir John Macpherson. 
“ When,- therefore, against §uch an accumulation of discon¬ 
tent and opposition, Mr. Pitf Was induced by me to concur 
in the return of Lord Macartney to India as governor- 
general, it was not/unnatural that both of tis should have 
“left hurt, that lies did hot rather^ repose his future fortunes 
“ in our hands, tjian make it the subject of a sme qua non pre- 
“ liminary. And I think, if Lord Macartney had known us 
“ as well then as he did/afterwards, he would have felt as 
“ we did.” 

The new governor-general, Lord Cornwallis, possessed al¬ 
ready all the qualities, qualifications. ahd distinctions for that 
high station, yet it was very soon afterwards thought proper, 
on the general principle ^ "tharking the particular favor of 
government towards the persons invested with important si¬ 
tuations in India, to superadd some new honor to those they 

u v * 
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already possessed; thus the order of the garter was conferred 
on Lord Cornwallis, and of the bath on General Campbell, 
previous to their departure from England. 

Tor some years after this, notwithstanding the most honor¬ 
able public testimony of the minister • to his conduct and 
character, notwiths^ing the many great and eminent s - 
vices in arduous and frying situations, aud a steady an 
form attachment majesty’s person and government Lo i 

Macartney 

attention and nhglecf^ of;gbyernment; being suffeied 
remain almost a sh#% instance jf-nU <te»*“ 
high stations in Indig, inReived any kind 

favor from bis emp^^hilsf fn^hers, /KuSEd 
were scarcely ever:beaixj :of,; wernipatticularly distinguished. 

Yet surely iCwiil «ot bepresuming too muc i 

„ t * the reservation of the northern Circars of the an- 
value of half a million ^rlitig, the obtaining an assign¬ 
at which saved tlfe Carnatic, a economy which sated 

•ir niibliCa an inj&xible integrity which ga\e an 

millions tos d 3j^ aif«vamplV was so much wanted; 
eminent Which restored the 

an honorable of India, ex- 

!TfS . —I r- 


vcrance of duty, 

and an invariable’preference of . 

it cannot surely Iie’tlmught too m^io J&. .<*»™ 

portent. benefits, joined: tp many other ess 

former employments, did not render Lord Macartney 

4 
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worthy of distinction than many others on whom it had been, 
bestowed t but 

Diis alittr visum est. 


There were however many gentlemen, in the direction of the 
affairs of the East India Company, whp thought so highly of 
Lord Macartney's services as to declare, that not to notice 
them by some distinguished mark of approbation, would be a 
severe reflection on the justice as well as the gratitude of 
the Company; and therefore proposed that an early day 
should be named for taking those services into consideration. 
On application being timde to Mr. Bundas, he readily ad¬ 
mitted Lord Macartney's claims to be entitled to the most 
favorable consideration f but. felt an apprehensiod that the 
case of Ml*. Hastings" womu interfere in such a measure, as 
the friends of the latter,, asserting he was worth only 60,000/. 
had already been stirring to procure a pension, for him, an 
\uttempt on*which;he, (Mr. Bund a.) had always thrown cold 
water; and that the application would certainly be renewed 
in the event pf a precedent made in the instance of Lord 

1 j ** 11 * 1 ^ u ^ t > t 

Macartney, whose Services, he said, should otherwise have met 
his most cordial support. Bi\t whatever might have been in 
reality the conduct of Mr. Hastings, the opinions concerning, 
it differed greatly, it being, at least, as much reprobated by 
a part of the public, as it was approved by another ; but 
Lord. Macartney's, conduct was-approved on all sides; with 
regard to him, there was; nodbubt and but one voice; nor 
was there any v inquiry> abbi#it; or motions for Tpipeachment 
for it before parliament, v ' 'V .■ • ' ' 
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Ilis friends however in the direction we're determined, as 

an act of justice, to bring the matter forward, and accordingly 
on the 32th April the question came before the court, when 
the following resolutions were passed : 


“ Resolved , That it is the opinion of this Court, that the. 
Right Hon. George Lord Macartney* whilst he was governor 
of Madras, upon all occasions manifested the greatest #eal in 
support of the interests of this Company, and that he faith¬ 
fully discharged his duty as such ; more especially by ad¬ 
hering strictly to liis covenants and engagements with the 
Company, in declining to accept any presents from the 
country powers, or fromany person whatever in India; that 
the exainpie set by his Lordship, in giving in Upon oath a 
state of his property gained in the Company's service, was 
highly meritorious, in as much as such qonduct was after¬ 
wards sanctioned by an act of the legislature, and by which 
statement it appears that his Lordships fortune had been 
very moderately increased during his residence in India, and 
that the samearose solely from the savings he made from his 


salary and 


s autliorfeed by this court. 


r ‘a , ■ 

“ Resolved, Tliat it is incumbent upon this Court to show 
their fullest approbation of suchupright and disinterested 
conduct, in the hope that so laudable an example will be 
followed by their servants in India ; and moreover that it is 
fitting, that some compensation should be made to his Lord- 
ship, and that it will be a proper reward fof such distin¬ 
guished services and strict integrity, to grant his Lordship an 
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annuity of fifteen hundred pounds during the term of his 
natural life, 

“ By order of the Court, 

, • (Signed) M Thomas JMoktox, Secretary. 

** East India House, April 13, 1786.” 


Long before this time an annuity had been granted of five 
hundred pounds to his secretary Sir George Staunton, for his 
distinguished assistance^ and meritorious services in India, for 
which also he had received an Irish baronetage. This eon- 
sideration for his secretary was highly gratifying to Lord Ma¬ 
cartneys nor did he complain at the tfery scanty recoiupence 
for services so signal ,as those which he had performed in 
India; but it could not escape observation, that this parsi¬ 
mony to one whose slonder'acquisitions had arisen solely from 
self-denial and the surplus of his salary above his expenses, 
was the more remarkable on account of superior favors 
heaped on others, whose claims e<add never be brought in 
competition with his. Lord Macartney's appointments, for 
instance j ceased the day he left Madras, whereas Sir John 
Macpherson’s, as governor-general of Bengal, were conti¬ 
nued to him for two years after his return to England. 


IT could scarcely be supposed, that a man of Lord Ma¬ 
cartney s character, who, fearless of any consequences to 
himself, followed steadily the strict line of his duty, and 
never suffered any dereliction in others, whatever their rank 
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or situation might be, to pass uiinoticed, would escape the 
making of a number of enemies. Major-general Stuart, 
whom lie lmd found it necessary to dismiss from the Com4§* 
pany’s service in India, having failed to obtain that redress at 
home to which he thought himself entitled, took the earliest 
opportunity of renewing his attack on his Lordship by en¬ 
closing to him, the very day after his arrival in London, an 
offensive extract of & petition which, lie said, had been laid 
before his majesty. The correspondence led to a duel in 
which Lord Macartney was severely wounded. The parti¬ 
culars of this transaction will be found in the Appendix *. It 
was the general opinion that tils lordship oUglit not to have 
gone out with G engml Sthayt, as ’the ; jniscond uct of the 
latter, in his pttbiip^t^mlipriy, bad;da^’sed^th.e necessity of the 
step that had been taken inlndia, and approved at home; 
but so conscious was Lord Macartney of the rectitude of all 

'i • ‘ i ^ 1 ■* f»'i - ■> > 

his views and intentions, that he frequently took occasion to 
declare his fixed purpose of never shrinking from responsibility, 
cither public or private, for any one ac£ of his government 
or his life. As it was conceived from some circumstances 

’ A ' f * V ^ ^ is , ^ • ", * ■ * 1 1 ' ' 

which occurred that the^ affair would not end with the first 

V , ' ; f (l , r 1 , 

meeting, Lord Townshend inade it a point to go to the 
kina, who laid his injuncti on die parties to proceed no 

O * 1 ^ vV*«> ,, c 1 t v; . 

further. ' ■* <' v " ' 


' v . * •», *’* •. * * 


Notwithstanding the treatment'which Lord Macartney had 
experienced from administration wasnot exactly such as he 

, 4 ' , ' \ ; * ' ■ 1 ■ *■ 1 * t , 

* Notes of Lord Macartney’s transactions with Major-General Stuart, after his 
arrival in England is January .1785. Appendix, No. 2,0. 
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conceived he had a right to expect, notwithstanding the 
number of respectable friends which he hud among the 
pleaders of opposition, he never smTered any circumstance of 
disappointment to betray the smallest degree of dissatisfac¬ 
tion, much less to incline him towards any sort of hostility to, 
or public disapprobation of, the measures of his majesty's 
government. lie was indeed of the most conciliating dispo- 
tion ; and however lie might at times feel himself hart by ill 
treatment, this made no difference in his conduct towards 
"these who he had reason to believe were the cause of it. 

j „ 

Through the whole course of his life he felt the most loyal 
and dutiful attachment to the king, and omitted no oppor¬ 
tunity of* expressing his grateful sense of obligation to his 
majesty, both in public and in private; and this attachment 
to the person of his sovereign, added to the impression of the 
propriety of supporting the existing government, induced him 
to give to administration his constant and invariable suffrage, 
except indeed in one 'instance whcic the public opinion was 
decidedly against the government; to a systematic opposi¬ 
tion, he never gave a single vote in the whole course of his 
political life. 


13ut although he had some grounds for supposing himself ne¬ 
glected, the favorable opinion entertained of him by Mi*. Pitt 
had not, in fact, suffered the least change; and, some time after 
the appointment of Lord Cornwallis, lie received a message 
from that minister, through a confidential friend and colleague, 
expressive of his good wishes, and desiring to know if he found 
himself inclined to accept of office. Lord Macartney made no 
hesitation in giving an explicit answer in the affirmative, wishing 

VOL. i. xx 
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it however to he understood, that he must decline a n y ap- 
pointment at the board of Control, having resolved, in his 
own mind, to have nothing more to do, directly or indirectly^ 
with Indian affairs. Whether this was the precise situation 
which Mr. Pitt had marked put for him, pr what other cir¬ 
cumstance plight have induced the minisfbr to alter his mind. 
Lord Macartney never presumed to inquire, nor was lie ever 
made acquainted; but from that time he was suffered, ac¬ 
cording to the usual expression, to lay on the shelf for several 
years. 


In this interval of Test from public office, he was by no 
means inactive either in public concerns or in his private 
affairs.' In 1788, he took his seat, for the first lime, in the 
Irish House of Peers. A regard for the welfare and prospe¬ 
rity of his native country, which he had always very much ai 
heart, induced him to undertake the duties of trustee of tin 
linen manufacture for the province of Ulster. He acccptec 
also the honorable appointment of custos rotulorum of tin 
county of Antrim ; and the command was given to him of a 
regiment of militia dragoons. Thus for six years a great por¬ 
tion of his tim# was, passed in Ireland; and this gave him the 
opportunity of making very considerable improvements in his 
paternal estate at, Lissanourfc; reclaiming, by a judicious 

drainage, a lafge tract of boggy ground, and adding exten- 

, . i ' i 

sive plantations of the larch fir, a tews which, at that time, 
had been little tried in this part of Ireland, and which, he had 
the satisfaction to find, grew with uncommon rapidity. Me 
caused a whole town to be built on his estate at Dervock, 

consisting of small neat dwellings, so that every one of his 

1 
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tenantry might be cleanlily and comfortably lodged, which is 
not usually the case among the peasantry of Ireland. He 
had uq middle men upon his estate; but let it out in small 
allotments immediately from himself to tile respective occu¬ 
piers, and gave them every possible encouragement which 
could tend to the promotion of their happiness and pro¬ 
sperity. A strong attachment to his native country commu¬ 
nicated an additional pleasure to the happy success of his 
labors, and he probably would have passed the greater part 
of his life at Lissanoure, had not an fcvent taken place which 
called him once more from his retreat to bear a part in the 
busy scene of politics. 


THE beneficial effects which were immediately experi¬ 
enced from the commutation act, whose operation threw almost 
the whole of the tea trade into the hands of the British East 
India Company, were attended however with the temporary 
disadvantage of draining the country of its bullion to make 
good the large yearly balances in favor of Chiria. The ex¬ 
portation of broad cloths and camblets, of lead, tin, % and 
some trifling articles of manufacture, to that country, kept no 
sort of pace with the vast increase in,the importation of tea: 
but it was conceived that 4 if* at new market could be opened on 
the northern part of the coast of that extensive empire, a 
new and increased demand for these articles, and others not 
wanted in the southern provinces, might there be created, 

x x 2 
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and thus diminish the inconvenience arising from the difficulty 
©f procuring bullion. Another circumstance had for some 
time occupied the attention of the Court of Directors. Their 
commercial concerns, at the only port in which they were 
permitted to carry them on, had long been subject to many 
inconvenient and humiliating restrictions; and the persons, 
who were occasionally resident there to manage their,con- ( 
cerns, were liable to many gross impositions and indignant 
usage. This kind of treatment, it is true, was exercised in 
common against all foreigners, but the English in particular 
were cut off from any hope of redress to their grievances, on 
the part of the government, being wholly unknown to it as 
the avowed subjects of any sovereign. The French, the 
Dutch, the Spanish, and the' Portugueze, were either re* 
presented by the missionaries of their respective nations, re¬ 
siding at the court of Pekin* or were known from occasional 
embassies which had been sent to that court by their re¬ 
spective sovereigns. But the English were a set of adven¬ 
turers who had originally forced their way into the trading 
ports of China, and were known only by the opprobrious 
name of Hung-mao or red pates, which, though bestowed in 
common on all Europeans, was more particularly applied to 
them. 

To establish therefore a more equal and,^at the same time, 
a more creditable intercourse with China, the president of 
the Board of Control was strongly impressed with the expe¬ 
diency of opening a communication with die court of Pekin 
by means of an embassy; to be conducted on a more liberal 

and extensive scale than a former mission entrusted to Co- 

3 - ■ 
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lonel Cathcavt a few years before, wlticli w«is rendered abortive 

by the death of that deserving officer, before he readied the 

])oint of his destination. ,Mr. Dundas, justly concluded tljat. 

if such an embassy should answer no other good purpose than 

, * 

that of procuring a due respect for the .national -character, 
and protection for the trading part of its subjects who might 
visit China, the expense woultf not be ill "bestowed.. The 
time was most proper for such an undertaking ; for England 
was then at peace with the whole world. It was a suitable 
and distinguished attention on the part of his majesty's mini¬ 
sters to the manufacturing and commercial interests of the 
nation, who, overlooking the consideration of expense in the 
magnitude of the object omitted no‘probable opportunity of 
extending the fame, intercourse, and commerce of Great 
Britain to the remotest regions. , p 

^ 


The Court of Directors of the East India Company entered 
with becoming spirit into the views of Mr. Dundas. • The 
choice of a proper person to fill a situation so new and deli¬ 
cate as that of embassador to the emperor of China, a si-* 
tuation which, from its nature, required great address, 
strong talent, steady perseverance, and inflexible integrity, 
was not however thought difficult to fix; he who, in fact, 
originated the embassy had coupled, with the first suggestion, 
Lord Macartney as the only person capable of undertaking 
the mission with a probability of success. But as his Lordship 
had not yet $een consulted, it was doubtful whether he might 
be inclined to accept the appointment. Having, however 
laid it down as a rule to refuse no public employment, 
wherein he conceived there was a probability of being useful 
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to the stale, he felt not the least hesitation in acceding to 
the proposal, but with this single condition that, as the na¬ 
ture of the employment was altogether new, he should be 
allowed to make choice of the several pefsons to be attached 
to the embassy, as a knowledge of their characters appeared 
to him an essential point towards ensuring its success. “ J 
“ flatter myself,” says he, in a letter to Mr. Secretary Dun- 

das, of the 7th January 179 ( J, “ you will forgive me if I 

* ** 

“ take the liberty to observe that, in preparing for all distant 
expeditions, one ought to use every precaution tor ensur- 
u ing success in proportion to the difficulties of finding re- 
sources against accidents. None'of any kind happen more 
44 frequently or are more pernicious than those which arise 
,4 from disunion among the persons engaged in such undcr- 
takings. And as none, in fact, are to be sent in the pre- 
“ sent instance, but such as are deemed necessary in the pro- 
44 sedition of it, so there ate none who might not, in their se- 
*■ verai situations, have it occasionally in their power by a per- 
« verse spirit^ to cause delay or throw obstructions in the 
“ progress of the business, or, at least, to render it more 
« irksome and embarrassing. Sack a spirit often breaks 
44 forth where the source of authority is too far removed to 
44 check it in time, or to punish those who are actuated by 
« it, and substitute others in their room; but it is not so 
« likely to take place in men whom a sense of gratitude for 
“ their appointments attaches to him with whom it is their 
(lyly to concur.” The truth was, that a secretary of em¬ 
bassy had been recommended from a very high quarter, 
which made ]iis 1 <ordship deem it expedient to start the above 
objection to a stranger, having already determined in his 
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own mind, that his confidential friend and former sccrcfarv, 

f w 

Sg George Staunton, should^aceompany him 911 this new and 
interesting mission. ^ But," says luA 44 were Sir George 
“ Staunton out of the question, i. doubt whether it would be 

ft * 

in my power to gratify any of those who have applied, as 
there are some gentlemen with whom I ha\;e been nearly 
“ connected in the course of my public employments, duf- 
“ ing a period of twenty-eight years, a neglect of whom, on 
“ such an Occasion, would be equally unjust in me and un¬ 
merited by them; especially as 1 have never had credit 
with government to obtain the smallest favor for any of 
“them**' To which Mr. Dundas, -with great, candor and* 
pleasantry, observed, “ A secretary in my opinion is no more 
a subject of recommendation than a wife is, and in this, as 
well as in every other part of your arrangement, l mean 
“ to give one uniform answer—that I will recommend 
“ nobody.” 


(t 


a 


a 


u 




Nothing indeed could be more flattering to Lord Macau 
ncy than the conduct of Mr. Pitt and Mr. Dundas on this 
occasion. They seemed to feel an anxiety to remove from 
his mind any idea that lie might have entertained of the ap¬ 
parent want of attention on the part of government for the 
last six years. The salary recommended was so liberal, that 
a governor-general of Bengal might ,not have been offended 
with the offer. It was, fixed at 15 , 000 /: a year, on the 
ground that his Lordship ought not to be rarmitlcd to 
double the Cape of Good Hope at an inferior salary to 
what lie had formerly enjoyed in those regions, especi¬ 
ally as his new office of embassador extraordinary to Pekin 
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was neither inferior in dignity nor exposed topless difficult) 
or danger, or Jess, likely to caIl # for the exertion, in this fet 
essay, of talents and? address, thait fiis former‘ employment 
of president of Fort St. George. Nor did such salary, con-*, 
sidcrable as it was v bear the proportion to the emoluments of 
some of the Company's servant* in India, which the difference 
tfetween their rank and situation aijd the rank and situation of 
an embassador, M ould seem naturally to point out. Not only 
every person in the civil department of the embassy was the 
choice of Lord Macartney, but the officers of the guard were 
likewise of his nomination. The first lord of the admiralty, then 
*J A)rd Chatham, allowed lam to select whatever ship of sixty-four 
guns then in commission he might think proper, and also to 
mention the Captain he wished to command her, and, by a 
singular indulgence, that captain was permitted to appoint 
his own officers, 'flic directors of the East India Company, 
by whom the expense of the embassy was to be supported, 
made no difficulty in leaving to his judgment, the selection 
of the valuable presents intended for the emperor of China, 
and they permitted, at his request, one of the finest ships in 
their service, the Hiqdostan, to accompany the embassy', to¬ 
gether with a small vessel which they purchased as a tender. 
In short, it was impossible for any appointment to be con¬ 
ferred under circumstances more agreeable and flattering 

1 o 

than that was of embassador extraordinary and plenipoten¬ 
tiary from the King of Great Britain to the Emperor of 
'China. 


Lord Macartney, on his part, from the moment the expe¬ 
dition was opened to him, cure to it his whole mind and 
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Attention. M I have revolved,” says he, in a letter to Mr. 
Dundas, u all the advantages that may result to the public, 
“*and the disappointments whicli I may meet with myself, 
“ From the first I feel the highest anticipated satisfaction, 
“ anti the latter, when they happen, I ami prepared to 
4 ‘ suffer. 

11 Non ulla laborum '' 

. •* In tenris nova mi facies, inopinave surget 

•* Omnia praecepi, atque animo mecum ante per regis.'’ 

* 

As it would have been a fruitless endeavor to search fm a 
person in England who possessed" the least knowledge that 
could be useful in the Chinese language, Sir George Staunton 
set off for Paris without delay, in the hope of finding there 
some one qualified for the office of interpreter, or, in case of 
failure, to obtain information from the society of the Missions 
Etrqngires respecting the most probable means of procuring 
one elsewhere. Here he was recommended to proceed to 
a pies, where the, society De Propaganda Fide were known to 
receive occasionally young Chinese, sent over by the mis¬ 
sionaries with a view to their being instructed in the Chris¬ 
tian religion, and, at the same time, in the Latin and Italian 
languages. After some hesifcation on the part of the heads of 
the college in venturing* to trust their neophytes to the care 
of heretics, Sir George at length succeeded in obtaining two 
native Chinese who, having finished tlieir/instruction, and 
taken the order of priesthood, were preparing to return to 
their own country. TheSe two men readily engaged their ser¬ 
vices as interpreters to the embassy, and two others, desi¬ 
rous of availing themselves of so favorable an opportunity of 
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getting to China, followed their companions 10 j^onuou, anir 
WCrc accommodated with a passage in ihe Hindustan. 

, t . * , • , * ' 

> > 

v As it was thought'[proper to give notice to^ the court of 
China of the approach of the embassy, Lord Macartney sug- 
oested that a king’s consul should proceed to Canton for that 
purpose; a proposal which created some little alarm in the 

* Court of Directors, lest an appointment of this mature* might 
interfere with their patronage; it was settled therefore that, 
the three commissioners in their own service, who were about 
to be sentx^ut to make some nevv arrangenKnits on the part 

of theCompany^should, at the saipc;tiine, announce-the 
intended embassy,’\^c;two chairs seerned anxious likewise 
that his Lordship ^should apply to their supracavgoes at 

Canton for inforoa^a^l% th # 0lll 3 r chauce of suc “ 
cess in the f embassy would arise from a perfect previous know¬ 
ledge of the laws/'cusitpm^/'atta manners of the Chinese; 
to which Lord Macartney could not avoid observing, 
« that there was; something discouraging in the observa- 
« tion• <fepAt^^rmar, that the only 

u chance of rsU<^e^/ipust r arise 'from ,.a perfect previous 
“knowledge of the laws, Customs, and manners of the 
“ Chinese; because I fear/ s^ys lm, “ that it cannot be ac- 
“ quired from/ihe supracarge^i'idd others who have resided 
“ at Canton, and with whom a 7 p^^Votomunication is re- 

* •• « commended, for Iliave not been abfe’ ip discover any of them 

“ now living who had ever penetrated into the country above 
“ a mile from the suburbs/few/ of them have ever been in the 
-ts city itself, and notone of them has had the industry or 
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“ curiosity to acquire the language" L pon the whole how¬ 
ever the directors of the. East India Company, while natu¬ 
rally "jealous lest the embassy might in some shape or other 
affect their rights and privileges, behaved with great libera¬ 
lity ; and they declared, “ that the very able and honorable 
‘'manner in which his Loyd ship hud ever conducted himself 
towards the Company would justify every degree of confi- 
“’deuce which they could place in an individual.” 


a 

«c 


The difficulty of finding interpreters l>eing removed, the. 
presents in a train of preparation, and the Lion man of wai 

i ' ‘j 1 i i *' ■ i» * 

and Ilindostan Ituliarnan in a state of readiness, Lord Ma¬ 
cartney, on the 3d May 179-? received his appointment of 
embassador extraordinary^and plenipotentiary from the king 
of Great Britain to the eipperor of China, and the same day 
was sworn of his majestyfs privy council at St. James’s: 
and on the 28th June following his majesty, by privy seal 
at St. James’s, and by patent ai Dublin the 1st day of 
August follow ing, was pleaieci lurther to^ advance him to 
the title of Viscount Macartney oFDervockjn the county of 
Antrim. : 

* "V- , ' ■ 

But, notwithstanding eyery exertion - that could be made, 
the ships were not in readiness to proceed till the month of 
September, on the 26‘tk of which they from Spithead. 
1 lie,detailed account qi their progress/'andre¬ 
ception of the embassiidor ’ ;J)Ia(t^s‘\^K|P'tbey 

luid occasion to touufi %t bo tfe Voyage,*iniybeen 
made public in Sir George Staunton's Autketitje Account of 
the Embassy. It is therefor# unnecessary here to repeat those 

Y Y 2 ' Y: v « 
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particulars; and the embassador’s own journal, which will He 
found in the second volume of the present work, contains so 
accurate and circumstantial an account of his Lordship’s trans¬ 
actions, negociations, and remarks, from the moment he came 
in sight of China till the day of his departure from it, that any 
abridgment of it in this place would be wholly superfluous. 
A few observations on the nature of a China embassy may 
not however be wholly uninteresting to those who shall be 
concerned in any future mission, to the court of Pekin. 

i. ** 


In making preparations for this new and extraordinary em¬ 
bassy to a court and p&fhle, whoseipanneis and customs 
were entirely unknown to Englishmen, the. best, and, indeed, 
the only information' tp guide their proceedings, was sought 
for among the volutiiinons writings of the French mission¬ 
aries. The accounts furbished by some of the most intelligent 
of these men convey the impression of a very extraordinary 
taste prevailing at th e court of China for the sciences in gene¬ 
ral, ahd more, particularly for astronomy and experimental 
philosophy;therefore that Lord Macartney 
should some valuable instru¬ 
ments of diifereiSt Pf the latest improvements. On 

delivering thbe howtspeftb those who were appointed 

to the care aad management of fyein, .it was presently disco¬ 
vered that the; 4 ta$e, if it e?er<$kfa^^'was now completely 
worn out. , 4 ; la|ge fdanetarium pf |P»rious and intricate 

workmanship, which 'to a poor German mechanic had cost 

tile labor and thought of twenty years, and to the East India 
Company thmexpense of about fifteen hundred pounds—the 
largest and most perfect glass lens that perhaps was ever 



EAR£ OF MACARTNET. 34^ 

fabricated—orreries, transit instruments, reflecting and re¬ 
fracting telescopes, theodolites, air-pumps* electrical ma¬ 
chines, and an extensive apparatus for assisting,to explain 
and illustrate the principles of science—were all lost and 
thrown away upon the ignorant Chinese, who immediately 
after the departure of the embassador are said to have piled 
them up in one of the lumber rooms of Yuen-min-ijuen. Not 
more successful were the various specimens of elegance and 
art displayed in the choicest examples of British manufactures. 
The impression which the contemplation of such articles 
seemed to make on the minds of the courtiers was that alone 
of jealousy ; and if the novelty or beauty of some of those 
samples seemed to force their admiration, they,were mindful 
to suppress any appearance of it, and to view them, in the 
presence of the English, with all the indifference and compo¬ 
sure of men, who are in the daily and familiar habit of see¬ 
ing things of the same kind. Such conduct may probably be 
ascribed to a kind of state policy, which discourages the in¬ 
troduction of all novelties, that the subjects of the emperor of 
China may not be tempted to entertain a higher opinion of 
the talent and ingenuity of foreigners than of themselves ; 
and so deeply are they rooted in self-conceit, that the empe-' 
ror of China has little to apprehend in this respect; his 
courtiers are well acquainted with that tacit species of inso¬ 
lence which is sometimes assumed, not exclusively by them, 
as a cover for ignorance. It will be prudent therefore, on any 
future occasion, to send out such articles only in/the shape 
of presents (for presents are indispensable) as w ill be consi¬ 
dered of real solid value by the Chinese; such as will neither 
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ing; and thfet there is not in reality the least.necessity for ob¬ 
jecting to this display of such flags by which the vanity of 
the Chinese nation is flattered at a very trifling expense to 
another. 

One great object of Lord Macartney's instructions was to 
gain an establishment for commercial purposes on some part 
of the Eastern co&st of China* or on some of the numerous 
islands that are scattered over the Yellow Sea. However 
desirable such an object might have been, a request of this 
nature was not likely to be complied with at that time. 
Many persons were still living in China* and one of some 
rank had intercourse with the embassy, in whose recollection 
were still fresh those unfavorable circumstances to the English 
character, which caused their expulsion from one of those 
very islands where, in their early intercourse with China, they 
lmd been permitted to hold* a factory. Other nations of 
Europe'were known to the Chinese by their services, and 
had received rewards Jbr those services; the English were 
known only by their biread cloths and their braverv ; for the 
very first of tfidr connection with China was brought about 
by forcing tlieir way, in spite of forts and ships of war, to the 
citv of Canton. 'Hie Dutch, in return for their assistance in 
destroying ^powerful pirate, Wens Allowed io erect commer¬ 
cial establishments at Aimoi, and Oh the island of Formosa ; 


1 v **> h ' 


I ‘fa V „ 11' 


ii* < ui jri f ' {***1 |' 1 ' ''t#'*' I 1 rt v 

jfypi'tyWcimtn tf 'ficc. itra vhatbclpw J[7 pd, meaning any thing rare, va- 

or .shves^atlor. -The real-meaning therefore of the inscription on the 
E^gU«h embassador bringing precious things to the emperor of 
"Chiai,* ‘‘‘ * ' 
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tht PoVkigtK&e in acknowledgment of very slender services 
were rewarded with a grant of the strong and almost im¬ 
pregnable peninsula of Macao; but the English had no ser¬ 
vices to plead that could reasonably entitle them to any such 
favors*. But whenever an opportunity should present itself 
the endeavor to open a northern market ought not to be 
neglected, as such a measure would be attended with infinite 


advantage to the commercial and manufacturing interests of 
Great Britain. Few of tlie articles that are imported into 
Canton find their way id the northern parts of the empire, 
and such as do arrive there bear prices so extravagant as to 
operate almost to their exclusion. The true spirit of trade is 
but little understood fty£hina; it is carried on by barter for 
other goods or for bulliop; nojystem of^credit has ever been 
established for facilita^ng diiiant, intercourse. In fact, the 
merchant of Canton has-no direct correspondence with the 
merchant of Pekin : every article imported into the former 
must pass through several mtbrmc dlate hands, and be subject 
to as many profits before it can reach the latter. If there¬ 
fore permission coulcl be obtained to land oitr cargoes at the 
mouth of the Pelhq in the gulf of Pc-tdie-ke , there can be 


* An opportunity lias recently occurred, where our exertions might, with proper 
management, have proved eminently serviceable to the Chinese government, and 
thus establish some Claim to what we prematurely asked for. The alarm and con¬ 
fusion that have been spread oyer the coasts of the southern provinces of the em¬ 
pire from bands of pirates infinitely more powerful and mom formidable than those 
which were vanquished by the Butch, .would, no doubt, make the offer of assist¬ 
ance on our part highly acceptable, provided it was made in such amanner as not 
to excite the . jealousy of the govenuaenti which however would require great deli¬ 
cacy and great address, •">■^ 4 .,.:,. V '■ •>. . . 
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little doubt that the demand for British manufactures in 
Pekin alone would, at least, be equal to the present con* 
sumption in the southern provinces of the empire. 

11 • i- 

, ' , \ 

If however these solid advantages were not obtained by 
Lord Macartney's embassy, it was at least productive of 
other important results that amply compensated the very 
moderate expense occasioned by the undertaking, which, in¬ 
stead of half a million sterling, as was ridiculously supposed, 
did not exceed in Qie whole 80,000L By this embassy the 
British character became better known to., the Cliinese, and 
protection and respect were obtained ^British subjects 

resident at Qap^cMx. > they 

have since been.lifer,.complaints- per¬ 
sonally or by letter to’v;th^‘ ''Ibjofore they could 

never approach but thfpugh^-the Hong mer¬ 
chants, wlio are’generally interested in tfe continuance of the 
grievances of which tliey bad to complain. By the interpo 
sition ; ;ofi Bord §^4 office# -many trifling but 

teasinfg done away, 

and scamemfe " A considerable 

increase 
culated 

bassy. It dp^d an; 

Majesty and- ; the:|Eiii|W!ror 

since, and whhlfe ! 'isSftjr:produce 
tbetee. advantages expected 

to spring up at once on tte flrst intercourse. * It furnished 
xueanstopne of the gentleniCtf of acquiring a competent know- 


mce between his 
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EARL OE MACARTNEY. 


3$a 


b ' 

ledge of the extraordinary language of this nation, which in 
England had been considered as an almost hopeless undertak¬ 
ing. This alone will prove, and indeed has proved, an in¬ 
valuable acquisition by enabling us to communicate direct I v 
with the Chinese government, and not through the channel of 
the missionaries, who, from the difference of our national re¬ 
ligion, are inspired with a national hatred against us, and 
are ready to avail themselves of every occasion to do us an 
injury. Thus, in the instance of the late embassy, they im¬ 
pressed the court with art idea that our religion was the 
same as their own, and that the embassador was no doubt 
instructed to make proselytes in China as* well as themselves, 
a circumstance which the Emperor thought not unworthy to 
notice in his letter to the King of England. By the mission 
to China we obtained acknowledge of the navigation of the 
Yellow Sea, hitherto uhvisited by Ertrdpean ships, and of the 
wide gulph of Pe-tche-kc to the very mouth of the river lead¬ 
ing to the capital; if furnished an opportunity to those who 
composed it of travelling more than a thousand miles through 
the heart of the Empire ; and it has been the means of mak¬ 
ing us somewhat better informed of the real character of the 
. Chinese nation, which has been most extravagantly misrepre- 


* ip f i 

* See Barrow’s Travels inChina, page 6 18. ; :, V 

I hope to be pardoned on this occasion for referring for a fact to a work of my 
own, but the acquisition of the Chinese by Sir George Staunton, and 

the great advantages it is capable of procuring, have already been proved in so 
eminent a manner, in saving ‘ isbe fife, of a British subject, which! otherwise would 
most assuredly have, been sacrificed a& oh former occasion® of $h* like nature, that: 
the truth of it can never be too jstfdngly impressed on the nundsof the British mi¬ 
nisters and tne Court of Pirectbrs. ' 

* ■ "’V" • . z z % , ■ 
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3 '°I.,’ ’’There are advantages which, few be dis^g> 
sented. These are aa b , , f Lord.Macartney ,to< 

deny, were obtained by the embassy oi '--/'ft 

the court of China. , ' ' « .' .*.■■ vV; ; . 

v. Tl ordships intention, Rad not the war broken’ 

It was his Liorosmp s n a nation concerning 

out, to proceed ^ ttt) fe confinedi: thin that, of 

which' ju ^h^d that th^protec^ of a 

China, b , - g to .. tbc 

convoy of the value o^ s^ea ^ sae ; ri fi c ed his incl.na- 

doubth.il success of ,4?*,ediK "bring home the China 
tion to his ; duty,^<C, ■ i ^.’, : ., ; q • jj-th March 

fleet 1794, 

she left thefC^h^'^^’^'^ijii^Uere he had the 

1-1 

Antrim. l 


i u \f. ■ '* K JpV f 

it . * l . 


his rc T f T 

THE wl ^,i’W£^S^Ss^e:with his friends i 

China, hoWM.^%,1^,^^^-^ t0 undertake 
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important,^ CL ,-. <r ?* ’hipny reasons for 
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tbW¥. ’of'®* mmm , ” From Italy be, returned 
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through Germdby* and reaped England in May 179d- In 
the same year, on the 8th June, his Majesty was further 
pleased to create him a British peer under the title of Baron 
Macartney* of Parkhurst in Surry. , 

The appointments to-which Lord Macartney had been pre¬ 
ferred in the public sevyice were so much the more gratifying 
to himself, as VrellZ-w,to ; 'iliefee• •'wrlio conferred them*, 
by their feeing fitness only without 

solicitation on Ws p^^dr. - on the part of 

his friends. Thus, while absbht in Italy> and without consult- 

. -j‘ ■■ , i f >, , **,, , - rv < W' . s' ■ ;i‘fy ■< 

ing his inclination, tho'itAlh^er,department 
nominated him govern*^,the exten¬ 
sive and valuaWe^tte^^ Hope, 

which had surrenderedarmsi^d';September 
1795. So justly did 

of this important outwprk/tp India, 

that he hesitafed-' n6t; > a‘%h^n|.'iu cousi- • 

deration to which ;jhe ;; inew^t : the advan¬ 
tages it already’ beiiig gteatly im¬ 

proved, but that'-‘thei?miidh on the inte- 
nor administration ofthh?settlement; ah&the regulations that 
should be adopted^ra^Mare; goverD^pit^ ;aad he was not 
a little solicitous/dialjthose! ^, a ^ a - 

ture most; likelySiyeofiiift: .ijje 

secure ®° 

dhubt, .it was in 

view no person every 

respect, for carrying tltera ihto execution^as^ard Macartney. 
His information respecting •RussfeBritish India, 
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had superseded all former accounts of these countries; and 
as those of the Cape were partial, contradictory and proble¬ 
matical, it was not doubted that his Lordship would bring 
back with him a full, distinct and accurate account of the 
real resources and importance of this new settlement in, its va¬ 
rious relations to Great Britain as a colony, and to British 
India as a grand military post for its defence and support. 


Lord Macartney however had suffered so much from ill 
health and fatigue on; life continental expedition (having on 
life journey to Italy rested only every second night) that lie 
would willingly have excused himself from accepting the 
present appointm<ent ; and with this in view he went to court 
the day after his arrival in England r but his Majesty was 
pleased to speak in such flattering terms of the appointment, 
and seemed so desirous, as lie ever fe, to promote the happi¬ 
ness and prosperity of his subjects in every part of the 
globe, that he found It impossible to withhold his compliance. 
The steite of his health however required that he should stipu¬ 
late for one condition, namely, that he should be allowed to 
rcsigh^the.n^xt in command, without 
waiting whenever ho should find 

, *’ A 1 1 j * ^ i '•* \ >■ * } ft i A 1 - ‘ ,i 

it expedient‘return:every other respect the 
conduct Of ^ to his feelings. 

He willingly^esighed mueh^of fels Ipatronage as secretary of 
state for this ^U^lkss/lq Lord Macattneyf He allowed him 
to take out his jfbmier secretary Mr.; Maxwell and the Writer 
pf this Memoir with liberal appoihtniMfe oa the establfeh- 
iTient, and as readily acquiesced in their promotion to other 

situations which became vacant before life Lordship s depar- 

1 - . ' ' 
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ture from the colony. IIis salary as governor was fixed at 
10 , 0001 . a year, and an additional sum of 2000/. a year ns 
an allowance far his table, the latter of which his Majesty 
was pleased, in consideration of ,hiss long, faithful, and ex¬ 
emplary services, to settle upon thin as a pension during the 
term of his natural life. 

He sailed from Portsmouth in January 1?97> in the Trusty 
man of war, and landed on the 4th May at the Cape of Good 
Hope. ' The events of-a colonial government, especially when 
unmolested by an enemy, are seldom of that prominent cast,’ 
as to excite much interest in the relation of them,. It may be 
sufficient to observe that Lord MaeartneyV adihinis tra tion at 
the Cape was distinguished by the same system of public 
economy, by the same integrity and disinterestedness which 
marked his steps in every former situation of life, and the 
same good effects were experienced here other places. 

“ Tljere is no praise/ says T*orcJ Mefele, is not 

“ entitled on the score pf ;’hiis goyfernmebt of !the Cape.” l>y 
his high example indeed, hhd by the adoption of salutary re¬ 
gulations, the colony adyau|dd ;with rapid steps to a degree of 
prosperity which it had^never known under;its ancient inas- 
ters. The public revenue yras nearjjr,!;d0^ 
addition of a single tax, ahdthe valueof pro- 
perty was encreased in' : r^oporfiopA:fl^^^eitido',whW;'he 
gave to the interests'of‘the 


conclusion of the war were so 5 far removed that not a man m 

‘ . . ■ , “• i>, « ,■!*/ ’ •> r ■.;>' • 

ten either believed or wished that it would ever revert to its 
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former owner’s. His decisions in cases of appeal from the ; 
sentences of the court of justice gave general satisfaction. , 
Before his time all appeals were "made to the supreme court ; ; 
of judicature in Batavia and from thence to Europe, the 
expense and delay of which generally defeated the ends 
of justice. / 

The numbe/of king's troops which usually composed the 
garrison of/tne Cape was about five thousand men, a num¬ 
ber not,much inferior 1 q that which was employed in the 
Carnatic when he was governor of Madras. Yet in the 
whole of his government at the Cape not a single dispute oc¬ 
curred nee 'a difference of Opinion arose between him and 
the commander of the forces. He was. himself in fact the 
commander in chief and the line of authority was distinctly 
defined; and having the command in his own hand, while 
pursuing a system of rigid economyj so tenacious was he of 
the just claims of the soldier that, on ho consideration, would 

J ' >/ * •• y, t| •* ' A, ' • V x • 

he evpr hllovv his p«fy to be made in paper currency. “ I am 
* the ignore «d|c8ip^i" .says he “ onthis point because I am up- 
“ prehensiVe^b^apbe entertained of the probabi- 
“ lity ; io take their subsistence in 

u paper with; ihe between it and 

“ specie.. ^I 'do'nipt >hsbiut|]|t 3)^};, tfye possibility of it, but I 
“ know the nalup of these geptry so toII that. I could have 
little ho'^J$\j$udr, ■long'remaining.isetw^fed, as from their 
not compfeben^ing Uie .diictuatioh of exchange, and from 
v^.tSeir suspicious.naiut^^hey w<5uld;4ieapt- to complain of 
« being, cheated, and would bring forward the circumstance 

** m addition to other imaginary grievances. I recollect,” he 

■ > .-3 ■ ’ 


<( 


<« 
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continues, <e when I was secretary of Ireland, two artful sol- 
“ diers of the 58th regiment applied to my Lord Tow ashen d 
“ for redress of an injury', which they pretended to have sui- 
“ fered in being paid at Gibraltar in Spanish money at an ev- 
“ orbitant rate of exchange ; and although their memorial was 
<e found, on inquiry, to have very little foundation, yet it oc- 

casioned a great deal of noise. Doctor Lucas and the other 
“ patriots were alarmed, and the affair might have made a 
4e serious sensation upon the garrison of Dublin, had it not 
“ been diverted by the prudence and address of the Lord 
M Lieutenant/' 

' V 

Aii event however occurred which called for all that deci¬ 
sion of character which Loyd Macartney possessed in an emi¬ 
nent degree. The intelligence of the mutiny in the fleet at 
home produced a mutiny in the squadron stationed for the 
protection of the Cape, and then (October 1797) lying at an¬ 
chor in Simon's Bay. The flag ship took the lead, and was 
followed by all the rest, in complaining of grievances, in de¬ 
priving the officers of their commands, appointing committees 
and delegates, and imitating all the rebellious formalities of the 
naval mutineers in England. However after a few days of 
riot and anarchy, and by the firm conduct of Admiral Pringle, 
the royal standard was hoisted on board the Tremendous u> 
a signal of good order and discipline being re-established in. 
the licet. On their return however to Table Bay, where they 
were joined by some kings "ships from St. Helena, where they 
had carried a convoy, fresh disturbances broke out which, 
for several days, bore a'more serious appearance than before. 
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The routineers in the flag ship again took the lead. She was 
lying at anchor off the Amsterdam battery within point blank 
shot. As there appeared no immediate prospect of its sub¬ 
siding, Lord Macartney determined at once to bring it to an 
issue. For this purpose, he repaired with his aides de camp 
to the battery, ordered the guns to be loaded, and the shot 
to be heated in the ovens. And ,taking out his watch he dis¬ 
patched a message to the Tremendous, that if the mutineers 
did not make an unconditional submission in half an hour 
from that time, and hoist the royal standard as a signal of 
their doing so, be would blow the ship out of the water. The 
signal of obedience was made, otherwise it was not doubted 
that if a minute had elapsed beyond the time he would have 
played the whole battery upon her till she was either burnt, 
sunk, or destroyed. In a private letter to Mr. Dundas he 
observes, <fi From the most minute investigation of the second 
« mutiny 1 cannot discover that there was the shadow of a 
« grievance to be pleaded in its alleviation. It appears 

( ' 1 > 1 9 

“ solely to have proceeded from mere wautormess in the 
“ sailors atid a vanity of aping their fraternity in England. 
« Almost at the moment it was hatching at this place a si- 
« in iiar contagion had caught the ships at St. Helena; and i 
“ should not at all be surprized to hear of some disturbance 
« of the same kind in Admiral RainieFs squadron as soon as 
“ it is informed of what has passed here and elsewhere. 
46 This spirit of sea mutiny seems like the sweating sickness 
44 in the reign of Edward IV., a national malady which, as 
“ we are assured by historians of the day, not content with 

44 its devastations in England, visited at the same time every 

4 
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“ Englishman in foreign countries at the most distant parts 
“ of the globe. 


<{ The genera S «r, 

“ From pole to pole, from Atlas to the east, 

Was then at enmity with English blood.” 

n 

44 That which must non' be shed will, I trust, be the last that 
“ shall be necessary to sacrifice on such an account in this 
>4 squadron." 

Lord Macartney's health suffered so extremely at the Cape 
of Good Hope that lie found himself under the indispensable 
necessity of availing himself of his Majesty's permission to re¬ 
sign the government, and return to Europe as soon as he 
should have completed the arrangements he had in view. 
The private letter which be wrote to Mr. Dundas, on this occa¬ 
sion, marks so strongly his feelings, and soafcie features of his 
■public character, that it is inserted at full length at the foot 
of the page *. Having therefore placed the business of the 

( Private. J 

“ Dear Sir, 4,1 Castle of Good Hope, Nov. 29, 1797. 

“ 1 should ill requite the kindness and. friendship .which you honor me with, if I 
suffered any regard for my own private interest to weigh a feather against public 
considerations, or to desire a continuance in my present situation for a moment 
longer than I thought I could be useful in it. 

44 I came into it under very great doubts, t as you know, of being able, at my 
time of life and in my slate of health, to answer the expectations your partiality 
formed of me; and I am now sure that,, with every possible exertion 1 am capable 
of, I must fall very short of my own wishes. I speak to you in the sincerity of my 
heart. This place demands a younger and a more active man, with greater vigor of 
body and elasticity of mind, than I can boast of. Even the common detail of cur¬ 
rent business would be sufficiently fatiguing, exclusive of those objects of higher 
moment, which furnish constant food for reflection, and task the invention for ex- 

8 A 2 



PUBLIC LIFE OF THE ’ 


3^4 

colony on such a footing as to make it sufficiently easy for the 
next in command to conduct the government, he embarked 


pedknts and resource ; but feeling besides, as I do, the weight of years and infir¬ 
mities coming heavily upon me, 1 must throw myself upon your goodness to re¬ 
lieve me from a burden to which I every day grow less equal, and to approve of my 
returning to England in the beginning of next summer. My situation here is in 
every other respect so agreeable to me, that I should not be desirous of removing 
from it, if I could flatter myself that a man at my time of life were likely to im¬ 
prove, either in his constitution or his faculties. I am now sixty years old, of 
which near four and thirty have been chiefly employed on public service, in different 
stations of distance, difficulty, and hazard, circumstances that formerly served to me 
rather as incentives than discouragements; but of late, and particularly within 
these few \Hccks, I fed myself declining fast, and ami at this moment, afflicted 
with the gout in my head and stomach so much, as to render any exertion painful 
and ineffectual. I have the piles if not a fistula, and am not without apprehension 
of a stone in my kidneys. To this I am to add an increasing weakness ip my eyes, 
which mokes me more melancholy than all the,rest. You will pardon me, my dear 
Sir, for troubling you with these matters, which I should not venture upon, did I 
not value your good o^nion so highly that I cannot for a moment bear an idea of 
your imagining me capable of declining any public service at all in my power to 
perform. Certainly I am not able to perforin my present duty in the manner that 
I am anxious to do. I have received so many favors from government, that it is 
” justly entitled to every possible return on my part; but it would be an ungrateful 
and ungenerous one, if I' suffered either vanity or ambition, or any other passion, 
to engage me to persevere in a task above my strength, and thus deprive you of the 
services of an abler man. Whilst I do remajn here, you may rest assured that every 
intcival of health shall be entirely filled tqtin pursuing your instructions, and in the 
discharge of every other duty of my station. Thus the business of the colony will 
be considerably advanced before 1 avail myself “of the king's permission to leave it, 
as signified to me in your letter of the 7th of last January, and what I am unable 
»to finish may, under yout direction, be as well if not better accomplished by 
another. 

“ If it be Lis Majesty’s pleasure that the Lieutcnant-gover, j or Major-general Dundas 
should be continued as my successor, his experience and knowledge of the country, 
with such information as may be viithin my reach to add, and such other assistance 
as he may have hers besides, wl’h I make no doubt, enable him to conduct the go¬ 
vernment with credit tv hims •'£ and advantage to the public. I am happy on this, 

1 
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on the 20th November 1798, on board the Stately man of 
war,-leaving the Lieutenant-governor Major-general Dundas, 
vested with all the powers of governor and commander in 
chief, and in the enjoyment of the full salary of 10,000 /. a 
year. The disinterestedness of Lord Macartney's character 
has shown itself on -so many occasions, that it is scarcely 
necessary to mention the common custom of a governor, 
when not superseded, continuing to draw half the salary 
and to allow the lieutenant-governor the other half, until a 
new appointment shall take place from home, But Lord 
Macartney always made it a rule that all his appointments 
should cease from the day he resigned his office. 

* 

Here as in India he deejred it right to leave on record <t 
declaration, 'the motives for which are best explained in ins 
own words. 

#, 

44 Although the temptations and means of corruption and 
44 undue advantages here arc comparatively much less than 
44 those which may occur in other provinces under the British 
44 sovereignty, and though the merit of resisting them (if any- 
44 merit can bo presumed from the mere performance of a 
44 common duty) is consequently but inconsiderable ; yet the 

“ precedent which I set at rny resignatibn of the government 

' 1 * 

44 of Fort St. George in India, thirteen years since, appears 


occasion to express the perfect satisfaction I' have received from his co-¬ 
operation with me, in every instance during my residence here, and it would be 
great injustice to him, were I not thus to acknowledge it. 1 am, See. 

(Signed), « Macartney, 

« To the Right Honorable Henry Dundas, & c. Sec. Sec” 
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“ to me no less proper to be now followed on tlic resign a~ 
64 tion of my present station in South Africa. 1 trust that it 
44 will not be imputed to me as proceeding from any motive 
44 of vanity, ostentation, or parade, but from a sense of that 
44 propriety and consistency which I wish to preserve through 
44 the whole course of my political life, now drawing near to 
44 its conclusion. If it be a gratification to my private feelings, 
44 it is equally the discharge of a debt which the public has a 
44 right to demand from every public man.” 


Declaration. 

I George, Earl of Macartney, governor and commander in 
chief of'his Majesty* colony of the Cape of Good Hope in 
South, i frica, now on the eve of my departure for Europe, do, 
to the best of my knowledge and belief, solemnly swear and 
declare , in the presence of Almighty God, that from the time 
of my appointment to this moment , I have never received nor 
accepted , nor expect to receive, any gift , present, benefit , 
or emolument, except some small articles of fruit, venison, or 
such trifles which it was, out of my power to refuse or elude, 
and i: Inch f am sure could not possibly exceed the value of 
from one to two hundred rir dollars, but have most strictly 
confined myself to the salary appointed by his Majesty, and to 
the use of the government-house and garden, with the slaves 
belonging thereto: and I further swear and declare, that I 
have never been engaged or concerned, for my own use or ad¬ 
vantage, in any trade, traffic , or commerce whatsoever; but 
have directed my whole attention to the business of my em¬ 
ployment, and fi.dcai'f*red to conduct flic administration of this 
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colony and its revenues with zeal , 'integrity, and economy, fur 
the honor of my Sovereign , and the true interests and zee (fare 
of the people committed to my care , to the best of my judgment 
and ability, according to my instructions, and the circum¬ 
stances and necessity of public affairs. 

So help me God. 

t( Sworn before us at the Castle of Good Hope, 
this 19th day of November. 

(Signed) 

“ W.S. Van Rynevelut-Fiscal. 

“ A. Barnard, Col. Secretary.” 


LORD MACARTNEY arrived in England in January 1799, 
in tolerably good health after a winter’s passage, but with a de¬ 
ter.nination to retire wholly from public life, to the perpe¬ 
tual hurry and bustle of which he now felt himself unequal, 
lie had in China, as well as at the Cape of Good Hope, 
suffered grievously from repeated and severe fits of the gout, 
the returns of which he perceived became quicker and of 
longer continuance as he advanced in years. lie felt more¬ 
over that, at his time of life, after passing his best days in 
active and laborious service in a variety of climates, it was 
but fair to himself and his family tQ be allowed to enjoy the 
remainder of them in the company and conversation of his 
numerous connections, from whom he had so long and so fre¬ 
quently been separated. On these considerations, when it was 
found expedient to place Mr. Addington at the head of a 
new administration, though, strongly urged by Mr. Pitt to 
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take the presidency of the Board of Control, with a seat in 
the cabinet, or, in case of his disliking this appointment, any 
other not absolutely filled np which he should prefer, ho en¬ 
treated that he might be permitted to decline accepting any 
public employment on the score of the uncertain state of his 
health. liis objection might also have been strengthened by 
political considerations, for though he never attached him¬ 
self to any party, but from principle supported the existing 
government, yet lie could not be insensible to the merits and 
defects of party men. 

The last six years of his life were greatly imbittered by the 
very frequent at tacks of gout attended several times with alarm¬ 
ing and dangerous symptoms, but in those intervals, which left 
him free from pain, he seemed to enjoy with peculiar feli¬ 
city the company of his friends. Ilis house was now the re¬ 
sort of every distinguished character; persons of all parties 
were glad to enjoy the society and conversation of Lord 
Macartney, hr whose mind it was well known no political 
animosity ever found a place. During the whole summer of 
180o, and the winter im&cdiattely following, the gout con¬ 
tinued to hang about him without advancing to a decided 
lit ; his stomach rejected its usual food, and at length lie en¬ 
tirely lost his appetite. * Still however, in the intervals of 
ease, he kept up his wonted flow of spirits, read, wrote and 
conversed as usual; but he continued to grow weaker from 
day to day, and still to refuse all kind of nourishment. 
In tins declining state, the unfortunate turn of affairs on 
the continent, seemed to impress him with deep concern ; 
and the sudden death of Mr., Pitt, whose zeal for the pub- 
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lie welfare, unsullied integrity and disinterested ness, none 
more justly admired than lie did, he felt and lamented as a 
great national misfortune. These two events were observed 
to cast a considerable damp upon his spirits ; and his friends 
had now but too just grounds to apprehend that Ills recovery 
was more than doubtful. Yet in this languishing and re- 
duced state lie was declared, by some of the faculty, to be 
convalescent till three davs before his death. Two days indeed 
before this event he was able to read the whole of the budget 
brought forward by the new chancellor of the exchequer, whom 
he pronounced, upon that performance, a promising young 
man. The same day he was given over by the physicians, ami 
on the evening of the 31st March 180(5, while reclining his head 
on his hand, as if dropping into a slumber, he sunk into the 
arms of death without a sigh and without a struggle. On 
examination it was found that the lower part of the oeso¬ 
phagus and the upper region of the stomach were consi¬ 
derably inflamed. llis remains were deposited in the 
church yard of Chiswick according to his own desire, 
being near to a residence which he had hired a few 
years before for the joint lives of himself and Lady Ma¬ 
cartney, and in the improvement of which lie took great 
pleasure, as indeed he had always done in every place he 
lived at. 


The greater part of his property which, independent of his 
paternal estate, is not considerable, being chiefly the savings 
from his salary as governor of the Cape and embassador to 
China, he has left to Lady Macartney; after whose death 
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the whole of it descends to Ins niece Elizabeth Hume for 
her life, with remainder to her children beginning with the 
eldest son, who are to assume the sirnamc and bear the 
arms of Macartney only : the title is extinct. 


LORD MACARTNEY , on his return from his travels on 
the ^ontinent., was considered among the handsomest and 
most! accomplished young men of the day. i I is features 
were regular and well proportioned, his complexion wore the 
glow of health, and his countenance was open, placid, and 
agreeable. This description appears to be correct from the 
concurring resemblance of two or three portraits that were 
painted before his leaving England on his embassy to the 
court of Russia, one of which by Sir Joshua Reynolds is 
now in the possession of Major-general Benson, a near rela¬ 
tion of his lordship. The portrait at the head of this volume, 
from a full length drawing by Mr. Edridge, in his both year, 
is perhaps as strong a character as the pencil is capable of 
producing. From these two portraits it would appear that so 
great an alteration had been made in his features in the lapse 
of near forty years, in the course of which he was exposed 
to the extremes of heat and cold, to dangers, difficulties, 
anxieties, and mortifications, to severe and repeated attacks 
of sickness, and an unremitting application to business, as to 
render it difficult to trace any resemblance between them. 
His person was somewhat above the middle size and rather 
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corpulent; in the early part of his life it must have been 
powerful and athletic; his manners were engaging, and his 
carriage easy but dignified ; in conversation he was extremely 
affable, cheerful, and entertaining; at the same time he was 
no admirer of that confident assurance, that easy familiarity and 
careless neglect of personal appearance, which are assumed 
by many young men of fashion in the present day. lie pos¬ 
sessed all the dignity of the old school without its stiffness ; 
and he retained it in his dress, the fashion of which for the 
last forty years of his life could scarcely be said to have un¬ 
dergone any change; in his person he was always remark¬ 
ably neat. Although the public character of the Karl of 
Macartney has, it is presumed, sufficiently developed itself 
in the course of the preceding pages, yet it may not be amiss 
to subjoin a few of the more striking characteristics by which 
he was distinguished,, and of the general opinions which 
swayed his conduct. We have seen that his perseverance and 
address were amply put to the test in Russia ; his indefati¬ 
gable application to business and management of a turbulent 
assembly in Ireland ; and the good effects of his conciliating 
disposition, his zeal and courage were sufficiently fnanifested 
in his government of Grenada; but India was the touch- 
stone to try his sterling merit; and he was proof to the test. 
It has been observed, maliciously enough, that every man 
has liis price ; but if this satire on human nature were strictly 
true, taken ifi its greatest latitude, it must however be al¬ 
lowed that a few public men do now and then appear on the 
stage, whose price, at .least, has never been ascertained. 
One of those few was Lord Macartney. The whole revenues 
of the Carnatic, which were, in fact, at his command, with ( 
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the fee simple of Bengal added to them, could not have 
bribed him to swerve 011 c inch from his public duty. That 
wealth which is able to purchase power, and influence, and 
honors, and without which they are rarely attainable, had no 
temptation for him. 44 I think,” says lie, in a letter to Lord 
Hillsborough, “I am now worth about 10,000/. more than 
44 when 1 arrived in India, and 1 do assure you that I might 
44 have been easily worth ten times the sum, if I pleased, 
44 without any reproaches but those of my own conscience.” 
In fact, the system of corruption is so well established in 
India, that those who are disposed to avail themselves of that 
source of wealth run very little risk of detection *. No 
blame was ever thrown by the nabob of A root on any of 
Lord Macartney’s predecessors for. taking his money * but 
torrents' of abuse were poured out against his Lordship, be¬ 
cause lie would not take it. It w r as a maxim with him that 
plain dealing and clean hands will ahvays in the end be an 
overmatch for artifice and dishonesty*; the truth of which he 
had very frequent occasions to put to the test. Nothing in¬ 
deed could have supported him in the line of conduct he 


' The nabobs, and rajahs, und khans, with others of inferior rank, deem it so dis¬ 
honorable to discover their private transactions, even with those whom they arc 
dissatisfied with, that no motive of resentment ever leads to their devclopcmcnt, 
and those in subordinate stations, who must necessarily be entrusted with such 
secrets, have the additional inducement of considering their inviolable fidelity to 
their employers as rhe basis of their future fortunes. When the East India Company 
sent out, in 178i, a gentleman in the law (Mr. Newman) for the express purpose 
of obtaining proof of the sums of money that were said to have been taken by some 
of their servants from the nabob of Arccft and other Indian powers, that gentleman, 
with all the,assistance of the Madras presidency in the upright administration of 
Lord Macartney, embarked for England without having gained one single object for 
wl.bhhe vis sent out, or a single proof against the most notorious delinquents. 

1 
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pursued in India, against the intrigues, the duplicity, and 
the universal corruption which surrounded him, hut an un¬ 
sullied integrity, and an inflexible firmness. Never perhaps 
was the mens conscia recti * more eminently displayed than in 
the arduous struggles he was called upon to make in hir» 
government of Madras. Ihit conscious of standing uppn high 
and solid ground, perhaps on such as few, if any, ever stood 
before in that part of the world, he maintained his elevated 
position with the most perfect calmness in himself though 
surrounded by turbulence and agitation. Like the proud 
rock dashed by the waves of the ocean, he remained unsul¬ 
lied and unshaken in the midst of a sea of corrupt ion. Lor 
the purity of his conduct he pretended to little merit. “ Let 
“ it not be supposed,” says he, “ that the spirit of disinler- 
“ estedness and integrity tviiich governs my actions arises 
“ from any heroic virtue or better motives than those which 
actuate the generality of mankind. 1 am free to confess 1 
have a stronger passion than the love of wealth—to rein¬ 
state India in its former glory would give me more pride 
“ and satisfaction than I should be able to derive from ten 
“times the fortune pf Mr. Hastings. It is, in fact, a bad 
“ calculation in the accounts of the world to sacrifice reputa- 
“ tion for any increase of fortune. Such,” continues lie, “ is 
the opinion of one upon this subject, who has had it 
twenty times in his power to make a large fortune, and yet 
“ never has had it in his thoughts.” Lor the usual modes that 
are practised in India to obtain wealth, he entertained the most 
sovereign contempt. “Notwithstanding the indignation I 


u 


it 
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* The motto on his Lordship’s arms. 
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“ i’eel, I am really,” says lie, “ sometimes diverted with 
“ some of these woodcocks, who thrust their bills into the 
“ ground, shut their eyes, and then think nobody sees them/' 
lie used to say that a man who has not been in India knows 
mankind but by halves, and that lie who has been there, 
knows mankind, alas! but too much. 


Few men perhaps ever possessed more real disinterested¬ 
ness than Lord Macartney. The moment that the public 
service required his attention, every personal consideration 
seemed to vanish. . He was at all times ready to furnish 
liis own money, and the extent of his credit, to relieve the 
public necessities, which in India he saw occasion to 
employ in more than one instance. “ Every private con- 
“ corn/’ says he, “ appeals to me at this moment of the 
“'least consideration. J cheerfully leave to the chance of 
“a very distant day the retrieval of my own affairs. £ 
feel no uneasiness but for my friends who, upon deceitful 
representations, have accompanied me to this country, 
and, given up better prospects elsewhere.” In another 
place, he observes, “ that 1 was disinterested so as no 
“ other man excepting perhaps Sir John Chivering, is well 
||u\vn. 1 have been fwenty-two years in his Majesty's ser¬ 
vice, and my appointments riever, before that to India, 
equalled my necessary expenses. In Russia I sustained 
my charac ter by involving myself in a debt of f)000 1 . When 
1 resigned the embassy 1 gave up the platc warrant, equi¬ 
page-money, &c. wffidi I might" have retained, as my 
predecessor who never left England kept, to the value of 

“ 10,000/. 3 gave up the muster-master's place in Ireland, 
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M which was settled at near 2000 1. per annum , to accommodate 
“ the lord-lieutenant, and received a pension, which pro- 
“ duced in England 1000/, per annum , and which I sold to 
pay my debts. At Grenada I lost my service of plate and 
all my property there to a very great amount at the storm 
“ of the Hill, for which I never received the least coinpen- 
“ sation, yet I do not complain, nor am I discontented.” So 
scrupulous was he when in India in the rigid adherence to 
his instructions, that he paid into the treasury all the mtzzars 
or presents that are made to the several governors on various, 
and unavoidable occasions, together with the dresses and 
jewels that were sent to him from the Nizam and from Tippoo 
Saheb on the ratification of the treaty of peace; and all the 
little compliments of fine cloths, muslins, silks, shawls, and 
other trifling articles which cannot be refused, without giving 
offence, he punctually delivered into the export warehouse, 
without reserving a single article, however insignificant, for 
the gratification of his dearest connections at home, being 
determined to observe the same attention to correctness and 
accuracy in the minutest lines of the Company's service, as 
to order and economy in the greatest*. 


* I have somewhere met with the following passage from an epistle of Cicero to> 
his brother Quintus, applied to Lord Macartney's conduct and character while in 
India, and certainly with great justice and propriety: * 

«* Praeclarum e$t enim, summo cum imperio fuisse in Asia triennium, sic ut nullum 
te signum, nulla pictura, nullum vas, nulla vestis, nullum mancipium, nulla 
forma cujusquam, nulla conditio pecuniae (quibus rebus abundat ista provincia) ab 
summa integrate contincntiaque deduxerit. Quid autem reperiri tam eximium, 
aut tam expetendum potest, quam istam virtutem, moderationem animi, temperan- 
tiam,,ncui latere in teiifehris, neque esse abditam,sed in luce A six, in oeulis clarissimx 
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His economy indeed, in all public expenditure, was not 
more rigid than his conduct was pure and disinterested. He 
made it a rule not to suffer a fanam to be expended that 
could be avoided. In the hope that example might have 
some effect, he would not allow any of the usual expenses to 
be incurred at the several government houses he inhabited 
on the public account for his private accommodation; and so 
desirous was he to discountenance that spirit of extravagance, 
which pervades every department in India, that he would 
neither suffer tatties to the windows to cool his apartment nor 
a palankeen to be kept for his own use. 44 I confess, u says 
he, “ I think I should not shine in the meridian of Bengal. 
64 I should have ten times as many difficulties to encounter 
44 there as 1 have had at Madras. Here I rumble on in the 
44 same old equipage which I carried out with me, live in my 
44 usual stile of moderation, and feel no increase of avarice 
64 or ambition. My object for the public has been rather a 
44 safe than a brilliant government. The same principle di- 
44 rects my private views merely to independence, and that 
44 the remains of my paternal estate when unencumbered will 
c£ give me." It was considered indeed at Madras that as a 
governor he entered too minutely into the detail of business, 
or in other words that he inspected too closely into contracts 


provincial, atque in auribus omnium gentium ac nationum esse positam? non 
itineribus vuis perterreri homines ? non sumtu exhauriri ? non adventu commoveri ? 
esse quocunque veneris et publice et privatim mayimam Ivetitiam : cum urbs cus* 
todem non tyrannum, domus hospitem non expilatorem, recepisse videatur. 
Epist. I. Lib. i. 
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and other transactions connected with his government 1 . “■ l 

confess my fault,” says lie, “ hut ( am too deeply en^; nyul 
a to think of any thing but proceeding forward, and proceed 
“ I wjll, though my life, f am persuaded, will bo the saeulieo , 
“ for though 1 have long been accustomed to intense appli- 
“ cation, I already feel the ill effects of it here in every re- 
“ pect, except on my temper which, thank (Joel ! yet re- 
“ maius to me unshaken.” It has indeed been sutheieutly 
shown, that the government of Madras was products c to him 
of nothing but excessive labor, continual exercise of mind, 
ill health and mortification ; but his spirit always rose to chili- 
culties and distresses, and though frequently disappointed lie 
never appeared to be discontented. It was observed that no one 
ever saw him out of temper,* and that no one ever witnessed 
a harsh or unguarded expte^io^ in the midst of the most 
trying difficulties, except in the single instance when it was 
forced from him by a most audacious contradiction. *• It is 

* 4 \ H 

* As for instance: It is but too common % practice abroad to condemn what are 
called king’s stores upon very slight grounds* the disposal of them, and particularly 
the purchase of others tp supply their place, putting money into the pockets, of the 
persons concerned in such transactions. A quantity of bevf of this description suns 
condemned to be sold at Madras, at a time too when they were threatened with a 
famine. Lord Macartney attended the sale in .person, bought a considerable quan¬ 
tity of it, Jiad it served 6n Ids own table, invited the parties who were principally 
concerned in the business, and made them acknowledge the beef to be excellent. 
This was consideied as inspecting math nr too natftnvfy, and unsuitable to the dignity of a 
governor of Madras . The public however would not be the sufferers if ynt had a 
few more such governors as Lord MAparfufty t a»d although their conduct, like Ins 
would be sute'of exciting the enmity of all those whose prlvitte^ views were dn ij 
pointed or countdracted by such minute attention to the public interests, yet they 
would be sure to merit and obtain the applause of all those Wltosc applause is w orrh 
,ha\tn£. 
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u a rule with me,” says he, “ when any thing unpleasant 
“ happens theft I cannot help, to divert myself with it, instead 
“ of letting it vex me; and by these means I make shift \o 
M rub through the thorns of the world, and convert thejp into 
“ roses and daffodowndillies,” 

He possessed a firmness of character which those who did 
not know him well considered as bordering upon obstinate. 
He was slow to act when the case was not pressing * but 
having once taken his ground he uever deserted it. “ Be- 
“ fore 1 decide," says he, “ on any matter of moment, 
«I revolve the subject well on my pillow, after which 
“ I have generally found my decision lo be just/* If, hy 
his integrity and impartiality, he inspired confidence, his 
steady and decided copdutft never left a doubt remaining on 
the minds of others, that his measures would not be carried 
into execution. This steadiness extended to lus'opinions of 
men’as well as to the prosecution of measures: “ I am of all 
“ men," says he, * s perjhaps the most cautious; but, at the 
« same time, the most decisive. I have no malignity in my 
“ nature; I have only<that steadiness.which will pre\ent me 
* from being twice deceived by the same person.” But if 
he was cautious in bestowing confidence, he was equally 
steady in his friendships. Tbfefe ym nothing capricious in 
his nature; his actions were guided' by cool and deliberate 
judgment, free from passion, prejudice, or piecipitation. 
Yet in compliance With custom he twice found it expedient 
to expose himself to the fire of his antagonist, but he could 
very safely say on both occasions he look his ground without 
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being moved with the least resentment to the parties who had 
thought fit to call him out. 44 1 have never,” says he, 44 had 
44 a private quarrel in my life, but have uniorfunately becuen- 
44 gaged in two public ones, and suffered severely from wounds 
44 received in both. These 1 might easily have avoided, 
“ had I not preferred the public service to all private cousi* 
44 derations. 1 have invariably adhered to my first principles, 
44 an unshaken attachment to the Kings person ami govern- 
“ ment: and have acted up to them fearless of the conso- 
44 qucuces. 1 have no malice in my heart against any one, 
46 and 1 am more inclined to forward than to thwart the 
44 views of others where I can do it consistently with my 
44 public duty, Every strong measure 3 was compelled to 
44 take in India was contrary fo my own natural disposition. 
44 The, disobedience of the Kmgs officers was, in fact, to the 
i£ King; for tlie Company, to whom I was ft sworn servant, 
44 stood in the King’s pldce just as the Lorddieutenant does in 
* Ireland. It is therefore an idle tluug to pretend to make a 
44 difieience between the two services*; the King*has delegated 
44 his authority in India to the Company, whether constitu- 
44 tionaliy or not, it was uot for me to judge; but this being 
44 the law I w f as to obey it. It is now a matter of no further 
“^moment to mo, as I have done with India lor ever; but I 
44 wish to stand well with the King; to do away any preju- 
44 dice that may be entertained qf tne, and also to have my 
“ merits, whatever they may be, properly understood ” 

lie appears indeed to have observed in every situation of 
life the most steady and loyal attachment to his Sovereign, 

3 c 2 
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Whether m place oy out of place, whether favored with the 
smiles of the court or apparently neglected, his sentimeuts in 
this respect were invariably the same. On all occasions lie 
boldly stood forward in support of the King's prerogative. 
To those who labored to abridge it, and among them were 
‘orao of iiis particular friends, he would say—* 44 surely >011 
“ would not treat the sovereign of this country as the weird 
sisters did Macbeth, 

» 

« Upon bit head to place a fruitless crown, 

“ And put a barren sceptre in his gripe 

* I 

4< which must be the case if you refuse the King hh just pre- 
44 rogative of conferring fayor and regarding merit. I know,’' 
says he, in the Irish Bouse of Commons, 44 that the word 
“ pension gives great offence tp some gentlemen of delicate 
46 ears' and deliHte feelings; but, /or my pan, 1 have lived 
** too much in the world to suffer myself to be imposed upon 
44 by a word or a name. Jn every other country in Euvopi 
“ a pension is considered as the most honorable iccompease 
*• which a'subject can enjoy. I spfeak of free countries such 
44 as our own. I know that in Sweden a pens! jo to n person 
who deserves well of the Estate* is thp most honorable ac¬ 
knowledgment of his merit, a ri*C0U)pense which implies 
* 4 haste and eagerness in the sovereign authority to confer a 
44 reward where a” re ward is dpe* to sciae the cariicst oppor- 
44 tunity of recompensing it, l\ot coldly waiting foi a de ath or 
“ removal, not marking the winding-sheet if a decrepit old 
44 man in office as the only passport to retribution and gniti- 
* v tude. A pension," savs he, * 4 is infinitely more honorable 
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“ than a sinecure office; the one loudly speaks its meaning; 
“ but the other hypocritally lurks under a supposition of duty 
. <s where there is nothing to do." 

' ' , 

- * 1 • 1 1 , v u ■ i * 

As a minister at a foreign court his qualifications were of 
the first rank. By his extensive knowledge of men and 
things, by address and managemen^yhf could make himself 
master of intrigues and prbjebts while yet hatching, and ex¬ 
hibit thereto Ms court 1 # all their vSridus bearings. It was 

could 
better 



was. 

• -fSrV'*. 


Throughout a ‘ long 1 ; §ct|vea‘very- exten¬ 

sive and intimate &»****.£J£~■ atjHlJi£* 1 .*—— 


tit characters 


YWj 


politi 
the 

of violence ar 
* 

disposition. 

to impede the gQve^tfpent, 

to create dissenwoiii the 

bitterest; enemies, an&dhe: padlsitMiMk,: dis|^t4dit«?-,v-- : lhit a 


respectable opposition m; 
among the most 


of power iii those 

of ll^ government. ^’fie speech he made on this subject in 
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the Irish House of Commons is not unworthy of being re¬ 
corded/ “I most firmly hope,” says he, “never to iee 
“ opposit ip# crushed. In a free government like ours, I/liOp'e ; 
e < always to see an opposition 1 Co a certain degree; ’but it is 
an opposition to check, not to enchain ; to balance, not to 
overturn; vigilant but not jealotis; spirited, not violent: 


*« 

tt 


“ neither vindictive^ 

“ and active. 

“ difli? 

«( 


c« 


rancorous; but candid, vigorous, 
nd active. might do honor to an in- 

ifleraat'OpjKfcttiou' thight invite even a 
bod administration ciratt■ of peevishness 

might nciiCr 1?e able ; Jtf Systematic opposi- 

S ' **■**•- ■# ^ J 1 \ ' ***>**' ' '■% /"*> '»’ *„ I''" ''*^1 ' V » 


“ lion tp ! l ' T aJI/tbe, hi©a^nr^)'^|jf^ vt|fe' ; ^v*hat no man of 
“ sense %t' commbh''li6®^ opposition of 



* where a hunchedf Chp^ndcTuJ^s:'.'...sfoodf in " battle, array 
4 against a hundred thousand Hussians.f;/!$%&'"man asked what 
4 was the cause of the vvar^ To which the angel replied, be- 
4 cause these man weafdiats and .those wear turbans/ “ I 

' ‘ , ' *1 \ ,, fc ' i* r ^Yfi. 1 ^ , ' \ ■ , H f » " 

“ feary Sir; ':.wO ,sujpddiafole^to .assigfi a better reason 
“ for ; our < 4 ]soxxie gentlemen 

chuse b£ the fobMisfe abd others on this 

• ' V" < 1 * k alibtfr'*****/ 1 1 ' » * 

side. As to those jhdeid Hvl|a feve lost places and want 
to' recoveritshould be angry 




- .. , ^ tJ V . 

when out of office siuee they1#^#/when in. But those 


k 

“ sound patri^yh^ -.from, whom does the 

“ question proceed f ;AFhd have no opinion of their own as to 


“ the right or the wrong of ? any measure, those gentlemen re- 
$t mind me of ^Ir. Bacon's pupils at whist, who were told that, 

“ whenever they were at a less what to play, they shoyld al- 

* ' , 
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<s ways play clubs, and l make no doubt the good gentlemen 
u I allude to will play their clubs against government to the 
“ end of the game. Let no gentleman however imagine tha 
“I have any wish to cut oiF opposition. I know it is most 
Ht salutary when the greatness of the occasion demands it, 
41 when the time promises its efficacy, and the sincerity of 
“ the opponents secures them both success and honor. It 
“ has been hinted that I esteemed opposition a rope of sand. 
44 I hav 
44 materials 

44 suits, without "concert action; where 

44 the firmness of ihdtodd®of the party* 

of wanton 
when 



“ which agreed iti ;, nsd';pd& ■* AI ** ; k*'*’ '^*^&*^**^ 
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opposition. Suhh i ii but v 


men unite on jpuM^^ individual 

44 advantage'""is SaerlifideS -iSlT::is 
44 a harmony of " 1 


*? neither accident nor f 




n; when 


$Cj$;:epO;vnmie them lose 
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44 chain of adamants 
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tulancc or peevishness from mixing in the debate. In the 
latter part of his life, lie attended the English J louse of Peers 
on questions of moment whenever his bad state of health 
would allow him, but he never spoke on any question ; he 
used to say, that if ministers would give more of their at¬ 
tention to what was to be done rather than to what was to 
be said, 011 any occasion, the country would be no suflerer 
by the loss of a few fifte speeches. 

As a staunch admirer of the British constitution, he was 
an enemy to despotism under whatever shape it might be ex¬ 
ercised. Nothiug could more strongly convey his septunenls 
on this subject than the following Note, concerning the situa¬ 
tion of the Wirtcyuberg troops in the service of the Dutch at 
Bata\ia, which, as he observes, was written there one night, 
“ in a moment of indignation,” after retiring fiom supper, 
during which he had held a long conversation with the young 
count Charles of Wirtembcrg, a natural son of the Lite duke. 
This young officer had been sent out by his father ns a cap¬ 
tain in the regjipent, and has long since fallen a sacrifice to 
the destructive dilate like W brother victims in the same 
service. 


Note relative to the JVittembetfe troops at Batau't. 

f 

“As the German Europeans (Wirtemberghcvs) weak and 
sickly as they are, form the principal mihtaiy stlength of 
Batavia, it may not be amiss to say a lew words upon their 
biect. 
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<fi If it be the duty of sovereigns to guard the lives of their 
people, to watch over their interests, and to promote their 
safety and welfare, what must we think of those princes who 
in this civilized and enlightened age, and in the face of all 
Europe, carry on a public mercenary traflic in soldiers, and 
having calculated the probable date and value of their ex- 
istencc, set a price upon their blood, carry them to market, 
bargain and sell them like common cattle, and knock them 
down to the best bidder. It appears by the journals of the 
Mouse of Commons of November 21st, 1786, that no less a 
sum than 471 ,0001. three per cent, stock was transferred to 
the Landgrave of Hesse Cassel for 15,700 of his soldiers sold, 
killed, or otherwise expended in the lat^ American war, 
whom he estimated at the price of 307. per man, not so 
much as the price of an ordinary coach horse. 


“.The Germans are a brave and. generous nation, and of a 
gallant military genius, whiclnsome of their respective sove¬ 
reigns observing, Have endeavoured to tunuit to their own pri¬ 
vate account, and dispose of it for money, like any other 
commodity produced in their dominions. Thus war is be* 
come a mere paltry hireling trade, neither kindled by the 
heroic spirit of revenge, nor exercised for the patriotic pur- 
pose of defence, not to guard the altars at home uor to repel 

and punish invaders from abroad., ♦ v 

' V'; rK ']\ 'O ■ ■' 


“ Ilis most Serene Highness of Wirtcmberg ia at tliis mo- 
ment a perfect crimp for the Dutch East India Company, to 
whom he hires out, at a stipulated rate, the youth, health and 
strength of his children and his subjects, who are torn from 


VOL. I. 


3 D 



PUBLIC LIFE OF THE 


j 


86 


their dearest and .tendcrest connections, and banished with¬ 
out redemption from their native soil. Instead of being em¬ 
ployed at home like men, ami as soldiers only should be, to 
defend their country, to redress its wrongs and vindicate its 
honor, they arc vended without compunction by their natu¬ 
ral protector to a set of foreign merchants, who export them 
to be broiled alive on the sands of Columbo or to rot by 
inches in the hospitals of Java. 


“ Of those whom we saw at Batavia and that were able to 

t * * / ■ 

crawl abroad, there was scarcely one, who did not totter 
under the weight of hi^arms and accoutrements being 
either baked into a mummy, or dried and shrivelled like a. 
stock fish. The lieutenant-colonel Of the Wirteinberg re'ei- 
ment, a a natural son of his most Serepe, Highness, and a 
youth of great hopes, fell a victim to the climate within six 
weeks after his arrival. His three younger brothers, Mr. 
Guillaume, Mr. Frederip,, and Mr. Charles are yet alive, but 
will probably soon ^follow Jam. The last, who attended the 
embassy^ as officer of the guard," bps, been well educated, is 
well informed ami a gObd oiicer. Of the whole corps, the 

1 ' IW| 1 1 * i 1 i 1 *, j, 1 \ v , * , ? J 

greater part of which came put here, but a few months since 
in full health and Vigor, I domc^ imaginc tlicre are a dozen 
likely ever to return. The regret bf jeavipg Europe, the ne~ 
ceusury duty of their profession, and- the enmity of the ele¬ 
ments, all conspire here to wear out the soldier, and to 
hasten his dissolution.^ Ambition is dead, relief is hopeless. 
He is undermined by decay, he drops gradually into the grave, 
and “ dulees morions reminiseitur Argos,” whilst the survi¬ 
vors are told, with a mockery suppradded to their misery, that 
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lie died nobly at liis post in the exercise of an heroic vocation, 
not in the still shade of fcivil life, but in the career of glory 
on the field of honor. It is truly wonderful to what a pitch 
of senseless vanity the military bubble has blown up the 
human mind and, at the same time, debased it to the most 
brutish subjection. That one man should presume in the 
pride of his heart to arrogate the right of saying to his fel¬ 
low creature 

^ * 

“ ’Tismine to order and ’tis thine to die,’" 

■* 1 . /■ - \ ■- ■’ ** j & ^ 1 „ 

is equally repugnant tp cominon sense and to common hu¬ 
manity; and yet it is a right, thatvhow^vef disguised, is usurped 
and assumed by all the ^yereignties o^feurope, whether mo¬ 
narchical, aristocratical, or;&embdimibal, for it makes no differ- 

1 , s v , '«.'!* t 11 t'jf ’ , , 1 ' 

cnce under what titleor denomination despotic power is exer¬ 
cised. If the youth, to whom the mandate de part Ic roy , 
or tie part le peuple is addressed, be noV rich enough to bribe 
the sovereign for an.exemption, he has no remedy, but must 
enlist with the recruiting^ officer. And this practice has been 
long looked on not opiy vdth indifference; but has been 
quietly acquiesced ; $d ^disputable prerogative. Even 
in England it is justified by the authority of some of our 
most * celebrated writers; for their premises/ when fairly ex¬ 
amined, warrant this conclusion, that children, relations, 

1* !>•'/' i , ’ * I 1 ' . I _ ' ’ | I ' ^ , I 

and subjects, every qppnectiqH, and political, 


to pass the Carnival at Venice, if protection and obedient c 


* Foster, Biackstone, &c. &c. 

a d 55 
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be reciprocal, as those very writers tell us, surely reluctance 
to slavery and opposition to oppression are equally rational 
and just; and were an insurrection to happen at the next 
registry of his Serene Highness's able-bodied subjects, 01 his 
next levy for equinoxial service; it is probable he would find 
but few advocates to plead his cause, or protect his person. 
On such an occasion resistance would be a virtue, and rebel ¬ 
lion to such tyranny prove loyalty to mankind. It is im¬ 
possible to think of this: scandalous conduct of the little 
German princes, without a mixture ‘of horror and contempt. 
Such avariccyand apathy mtist-find an enemy in every breast 
of feeling.andi generosity. To renounce, as these men do, nil 
parental care of the^peopK? 0 ^^ by Providence to 
their charge, wantonly to Hear ip pieces the t.es by which 

they were bound U, deliVcr *i hem ovcr 

mercy to the tormentors, is such a strain of ingratitude and 

depravity as cannot long continue; unresisted or remain un¬ 
punished! The Miserable negro pn the coast of Guinea, who 
exchanges his ^ griped handkerchief or a bottle oi 
brandy, is npt ri <*r*afcer barbarian: 



^ "'S' /* v • *s * . K ' v * s 

But slavrry m uUcr 

abhorrence,' he ‘4$ pot ^tliusiastic notions 

respecting the abolition P^va.’ed in 

this country lPT M SG$eJe'v Ile ^ Bteu f' d Uu ', t '"} 

' great changes, .of. what nature soe ver» a bought to be gradim, 
not violent; that the objects of our humanity s.iould be tirst 
prepared and fitted for thal.stnte of happiness in which we 
des'mn to place them, or tliat otherwise the change might 
prove, instead of a blesxio,,, the greatest curse that could hap- 
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pen to them or to their deliverers. But though not an advo¬ 
cate for a hasty abolition, he was most decidedly against the 
continuance of the trade; and he had determined, on taking 
possession of Ids government of the Cape of Good Hope, not 
to suffer the importation of a single negro into that colony. 
He was however prevailed upon by the very earnest suppli¬ 
cations of the magistracy, in the name of the colonists, to 
grant a licence to a single ship to proceed to Mozambique for 
a cargo of slaves. It was represented t6 him, that the num¬ 
ber of mouths to feed at the Cfipe had, by the army, the 
navy, and foreign vessels, been increased m a three-fold pro¬ 
portion since it became a British colony, whereas the quan¬ 
tity of tillage must remain the same without additional 
laborers, 44 Wc must there|hre/' says r hc, in a letter to M r. 
Dundas, 46 cither ^netamrirphose every white husbandman 
44 into a Geryon or Briareus, of allow him, in somtf measure, 
44 to make up for his weakness; by he strength of two- 
44 handed negroes. The question was; whether in a state of 
46 actual necessity we were to listen most to the dictates of 
■ 44 good sense and public .duty* or to the whims and ravings 
44 of ignorance and fanaticism ? It appeared; to me an indis- 
44 pensable obligation Vather tp provide for the sustenance of 
44 the people committed to my care, arid of his Majesty s fleet 
44 and army in esse, than to argue with myself wbat might be 


44 as to confine my licericri td/a single ship, and siirifl be ran- 
46 tious in extending it till the proper authority shall have 
44 decided this point, which seems to hare been at issue foe 
44 some years past between fashne^s arid experience, thought- 
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u lessnoss and reflection, ancient wisdom ai)d modern plu- 

losopby/* 

Vcav men were more conversant in polite literature than 
Lord Macartney and his acquaintance was sought by the 
first literary characters .of his time. With Dr. Johnson, Ed* 

mund Burke, David Ilume, and all those who used to meet 

* ^ 

at Sir Joshua Reynolds**, he was particularly intimate. He 
was one of the original members of Doctor Johnsons Literary 
Club, which he continued to frequent with great pleasure in 
the latter years of his life whenever his health would permit 
him, and he was a meinherof the Royal and Antiquarian So¬ 
cieties of London. He was fond of social conversation, but read¬ 
ing w as to him a never filling source of delight; a book was not 
merely a luxury; it wab ah'article of tire first necessity. It was 
rare to find him, wben ; alone, without a book or a pen in his 
hand. lie tvas considered 9 when a young man, as a sound 
classical scholar, and to possess a critical knowledge of the 
ancientpoets and historians. It appears, from the corre¬ 
spond ence of BeveraJ einihent.characters,, that he was himself, 
no mean ddight.wi courting the 

acquaintance af ! the "Aflises ^Th Ids letters to the late Mr. 

* So late as the year 1800, Uses-as an inscription to be 

placed over the gate*way of tbe'caStfe of ha his paternal estate : 

*, *•" •’ . /'V«V v ’ ,* 


■>? , 




1 ‘^r 1 


Hos avitos agro§, has aedes auctas otnata* , 

' ; D.JXB. .*{' • 

Georgius cornes de .Macartney, :Viee«Comes Macartney de Dcrvock j Dominus 
Macartney, Baro dc Lissanofcre in regno Hiberni* 5 Baro Macartney de Parkhorst 
<.t de Auchenleik in iegno Magna Britannia, ordinis regii et perantiqui Aquilse Alba 
nccnon ordinis praeho.tOTabibs *ie Balneo Eques, et regi a sanctioribus Coiisiliis 
*miusque regm, ia patmm^redux anno 1796. 
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Charles Fox, when a student at Oxford, he strongly rcconi- 
mends history as the best polisher of the manners, and the 
best introduction to the knowledge of the human heart 
“ £5vy,” says he, “ is written in a style that must charm 
“ every one. He is master of our passions, and catches the 
" soul by surprize. Look at that admirable passage where 
“ Coriolanus going to embrace his mother, she stops him with, 
sine jmusquam ample xum accipio , sciatn ad /toutcm an ad 
jilium verierim.” Tacitus lie. thought less graceful in stile 
than Sallust, but more pungent, and he calls him the true 
anatomist of the human heart. The unadorned easy stile 
of Xenophon he preferred to that of-CSsar: but of Ilomcr 
and Virgil he always speaks in raptures; the latter indeed lie 
could almost repeat by heart. From a letter of the late 
Charles Fox to hing dated* Uxford, 33th February 1760 , it 
would appear that in the early part of fiis life he had no taste 
for mathematics, and that he valued them lightly. His opi- 
riijn however must have greatly Changed in this respect, on 
entering upon business, for no inan could be more convinced 

i > pi ",1 1 / 

than lie was of the transcendent utility of what are usually 
called mixed mathematics as applicable to so many of the; 


« Erin nosgenuit, vidit nos Africa, Gangcm 
M Hausimus, Europseque plagas ferevisimus omnes ; 

« Nec latuit regio primum patcfacta Colombo: 

« Sinarum licuit dextxam tetigissc tyranni, 

“ Tartaricos' montea, migfiwm ql transcendere murum, 
f( Tuibidaque tmpavide. te^tavitnosalta Pechellse 
** Hactenus Europsc nulliasulcatr. Carinis ; 

« Casibus ct variis anti tcrrSque manque , ? . 

** Sistimushie tandematqueLares veueramur Avorum* 
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common and important concerns of life ; and he was suffici¬ 
ently acquainted with most of the modern sciences to make a 
conversation on their subject interesting both to himself and 
to others. His memory was of the most retentive kind, and 
laid stored up an abundant supply of anecdotes relating to 
persons and events, to times present and past; and the pleas¬ 
ing manner and genuine good humor, in which he could re¬ 
late a story, seldom failed of communicating to it an additional 
interest. By some peculiar arrangement, or classification of 
objects in his mind, he contrived to recollect the date of an 
, event, as correctly as the more important circumstances con¬ 
nected with it. It was observed Pf him at Turin, that he was 
much better acquainted with the 'history and connections of 
the Italian and French families he met with there than they 
were themselves ; indeed so wonderful as his recollection on 

, * , I . n . 1 ‘ft '** * f 


points of genealogy, that! there was scarcely a person of any 
note mentioned by saefed or profanev,writers, whose history 
and connections were. not perfectly fresh ii$ his memory. 
When he passed ^ the Hague, on his way tp Petersbourgh, 
Sir Jo^ph then ministef at that place from the court 

of to meet Sir George 

Macartney as might be ex¬ 
pected; turned on although some 

of the company were pretty weli ^ackneyed in the diplomatic 
service, andupon his career 
of public life, yet it was ,observedyifeiat ; he was much bet¬ 
ter -informed with regard tP the respective courts of Europe, 
than any of the ministers; were themselves who represented 
them.. -' 4 , , - ■ < ' 
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He bad a peculiar facility in extracting information from 
those lie conveised with, even where there might be an un¬ 
willingness to communicate it; but whatever knowledge he 
obtained in tins way, used to consider as problematical un¬ 
til corioborated or contradicted by other sources; thus the 
information he procured on subjects connected with his 
oflicial situations was generally consideied, in the depart¬ 
ment of state to which it was transmitted, as superseding all 
former information on the same points. 

It is thought by some of his friends, and, indeed, has been 
confidently asserted by others, that he had employed some 
part of the latter years of his life in drawing up a connected 
narrative of the events and transactions, in which he had 
home a principal share, with memoirs and anecdotes of dis¬ 
tinguished characters. But it appears, from the best autho¬ 
rity, that nothing of this kind was found among his papers; 
nor any notes or memorandums tuat could warrant such a 
conclusion. The only writings of Lord Macartney that were 
digested by him into any thing like the shape of regular 
treatises, may be said to consist of three articles, namely. 
An Account bf Russia in 1767: An Account of Ireland in 
1773; and A Journal of an Embassy from the King of 
Great Britain to the Emperor of China . Of these three ar¬ 
ticles it remains only to give a concise account, and with it 
conclude the present narrative. 

His Account of Russia was drawn up into a regular form 
from the documents he procured from others, and from his 
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own observations when minister at the court of St. Peters- 
burgh*. A very few copies of it were printed at a private 
press for the use of ministers and for some of his most inti¬ 
mate* fiicnds. It is addressed to the secretary of state for the 
northern department. He observes, in the Introduction, 
that lltissiu at that time Was hot little or indistinctly known ; 
that she had no writers of her otvn growth > aud that foreigners 
had been either incurious or unsolicitous about the subject. 
“ It appeared, w says he, “ like the view of an immense was*e, 
** the' prospect beamed lost in its vastness, and wearied the 
“ eye with its gloomy distance. If I am able to throw a new* 
“ or stronger light on some things already known, or to do- 
u velope others unnoticed or obscure; if I can convey to you 
“ a clearer idea of this country aud its inhabitants, I shall 
w esteem myself happy. I shall trust to your candor if I fall 


* The following very handsome testimony of the value of these papers is given by 
Sir Joseph Yorke, embafisador at the Hague, in a letter to Sir George Macartney, 
dated Leicester-square, June 12, 1768, 

« I ought to ask pardon for presuming so much on your pcliti ness as to keep 
your curious* and mstruetive papers so longj but as you were so good as to indulge 
Lord Hardwicke aswell as aryfriC with,the perusal of them, ( ventured to detain 
them a little longer than I fear was proper or discreet. After having begged your 
101 giveness for that indiscretion, allow to return my brother’s thunks with mine 
for the communication, which is thfi <&dtt interesting drat has ever appeared con¬ 
cerning that great empire $ my brother, Whose judgment aud knowledge 1 do not 
pretend to name mine with, was more delighted than I can expre*, and hopes the 
minister who had attention, judgment, and ability to investigate and lay open so 
complicated a scene, may continue to be employed in the service of his country, in 
every way which may be agreeable to himself, and which must always be useful to 
the public. I have the honor, &c. 

(Signed) 


“ Joseph Yorki.’ 
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into errors ; I flatter myself they neither proceed from pre- 
44 judice nor partiality, but are such only as every man is 
“ liable to that ventures to describe a nation whose manners, 
“ religion, and government are dissimilar to those of his own. 
“ Whether,” continues he, “ this great body is likely to preserve 
long the same state of health and strength of frame; whe¬ 
ther it promises short life or longevity, shall be my business 
“ to inquire in the following pages: and to do this with the 
“ greater truth and precision, it will be necessary to consider 
at large the geographical 4tuat|^nV;ttie, form of government, 
the riches and resources of : this empire, the genius and 
44 manners of its inhab^tt^ dhd the ia^?)ular periods and 
44 events of its history^ chichi either smoothed the paths for 
gentle changes^ ..or,. i ;ja^ K 'togj^ , "'nuhg open the gates to an 
extensive reformation.” *Er^ f the conceding paragraph of 


44 extensive refqrma|iefBl,? ■ * Ei^^'the concluding paragraph 
the introduction /;may7 be qopecfcd the light in which he 
modestly consideredat that time, par¬ 
ticularly valuable, I must ,'Observe,” says he, 44 that 

* ' ' ' • . ■ 1 :V'. \ iS v r"r *■ : v \,'y * 

" this account 'yv, ill. of instances, very* 
different front*.-aery; ^ published; indeed 

so many made l>y the present 

Empress, and 'greater/are'expected, that a dis- 

44 course of this Scarcely to bfe considered in any 

44 other light thanasan annual calendar; I therefore do not 
« presume' to title tliajn tliat of 

“ a Rtmian .. ;;,: , 


it 


it 

it 

it 

it 


• * * *'< 

By a short analysis pf d?e work, together with those parts 
of it, which will be found in the, second volume, it will be 

' .. : " S K 2 \' ' ■ ** 
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seen that it merits a much higher title than that of an alma¬ 
nack. Thi subject is divided into twelve chapters, and fol-. 
lowed by an Appendix. 

■ s •> , ' 

Chapter I. Situation . Under this head are described the 
extent and boundaries of the Russian empire, and the three 
very eminent advantages derived from its geographical posi¬ 
tion. The first of these is the great variety of climate and 
diversity of soils, from which it, is capable of being supplied 
'with almost every article of luxury and necessity of its own 
growth and production, and consequently of becoming one 
of the most rich ahd ip^pettdedt ^ the world. 

Secondly, its ‘to'fcnnieS is un¬ 

exposed to conquest or invasion: ana the third great advan¬ 
tage is the infinite number of navigable rivers, and her haj>py 
position with regard to seas. . “ BuC he adds, “many, of 
«these happy circumstances, whether arising from climate, 

“ soil, position, or power, are, in a great measure, either 
“ lost or useless to th%ii%abitaiits !; of this country in its present 
u made little, if* any, forcible 

“ Wo,, avoid .being ' 

“ accused' ; of : 'sB^^^|a^®^r$ , :#»hst observe that, 
“ all the grea$-$made in this 
, « empire have ,^ri.<ima£pH^^ , i :;^Mflfted by foreigners. 
".The conque*i"and'CDlpmi^|^^^®p?was -performed by, 
“ a Cossack. openingArchangel, 
« aqd England, Russia to the 

« afqnaintance of the cit^Sd-gafU of Europe, was entirely 
“ the weak of an English®^ i;^ It was an Englishman wjw,. 
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“ even so early as 1560, projected the carrying on a cotn- 
“ merce with Persia across the Caspian; lie not only pro- 
“ jected it, but did actually put it in execution ; and from the 
“ accounts we have of his voyage to Ghilan we plainly per- 
“ ceive what a flourishing trade might have been struck out 
“ with that country, if the Russians had been animated with 
“ the smallest spark of adventurous boldness or commercial 
“enterprise.” It was an ; PngMsh nierchant, we aie told, 
that created the port White Sea, till then 

entirely unknown, but frequehted annually, in his time, by 

„ <# 1 v ’’ yv * ' a '.v'V** */.■ 1 \ v 

thirty thousand tons of shipping. ;;All their manufactures 
were established by foreign^ still con¬ 

tinued under their directidn. Even the miHies, a point of 
natural wealth which seldbm escapcs %Cy attention of the 
most barbarous nations/,de¬ 
gree of advantage until Saxon workmen discoylred their real 

. , > ' ,4'. 1 ' fc'v ' r,,i /■ 

riches. 


^ 1 i \' S . 'f' , <u fit 

Chapter II. This chapter bhthe Population, together 
with Chapter III. on the Ge«aW and Character of the 

j. • » : v r"~ ^ * 'v •' " , ■ • „ 

Russians, and. Chapter IV. entitled, A View of ike Russian 
History, being finished sketches of a nature very different 
from the trartsitpir^ffi of an almanack, are printed 


• '< r 


at full length tius*‘ 4 vroiic; as is also 


the Appendix, of 

the Church of Rmsiu ifSfi • 

Chapter V. SlKfleThe titfe assumed 
by Catharine II* was Einprfess and AutoCrktrix of all the 
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Russi.is, live. r lTns title, wo arc told, >s afll\ tod on every 
occasion to a most ncliculous excess; insomuch that the 
Rit^iun>, whether m i itin«> or speaking, join the word 
hup'nal to every thing imliscmuinatoly that has the smallest 
nlntion to the court; and that the court is so enamoured of 
this epithet, that the omission of it would be seiiously consi¬ 
dered as an intentional disrespect. The ancient stile of the 
. monarch, it appeal*, was VtUki Knez i Great Duke or Great 
Pi ince. 

CrfAPTUiiVL Goternmcnt avd Laiis. Lord Macartney 
eonsideis Ac goveromdht of H usd a, notwithstanding its se¬ 
nate, its colleges, add its chanceries, ap completely despotic; 
that all the attempts which have been made to alndgc the 
sovereign authority hovo entirely failed; that liberty is a 
plant which never grew kindly in the soil of Russia, but 
•cither withered of itself, or was easily eradicated ; that the 
sovereign power, legislative and executive, was then in the 
person of the l5ropre*x, who, without form or process of knv, 
could deprive any subject of life, liberty, or estate; that 
she could sei#e Ad |mM*r ^treasure however appropriated ; 
raise or debase .the value of the coin; make peace or Avar; 
augment or diminish her troops/ fraepc new laws or repeal 
old ones; and finally, nominate her successor to the throne, 
without regarding any of those circumstances which establish 
the light of inheritance in other kingdoms. 44 Such,” says 
he, 44 are the undoubted and indisputable prerogatives of the 
“ crown.” This chapter eojitmns likewise a detailed account 
of the dignities, the authorities and duties of the senate, the 
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synod, and the different colleges for carrying into execution 
the orders of the Sovereign, and for facilitating the admi¬ 
nistration of public business. 

Chapter VII. The nineteen Government * into uhich tin 
Empire is divided. The interior administration of each go¬ 
vernment is conducted by a chancery, under whose authority 
are other particular chanceries in the several provinces aud 
districts of the said government; from these subordinate 
chanceries an appeal lies to the general chancery of the go¬ 
vernment, and from that to the superior college's in the ca¬ 
pital according to the nature of the case ; from those to the 
senate; and from the senate to the sovereign; “ for in this 
“ country,” he observe**.'jtie of ..justice' fe' .a chain of 

“ appeal, delay, _civil ma- 

• . . /» .i-_ _j,. ^ ■ i-Si'i... ■ _ s _ l- -_ 


oi persons wh(f despai^ofadvancement; 
their salary seldom expends hundred roubles, and often 
does not am6unt ; jto nod extortion 

frequentlybecome^tinei'rsupport and sub¬ 
sistence. If a s&nl&iodvpf* the' senate or any of the inferior 
colleges be ajyeaf to adnippriortribunal, 

the membei:s' i of ; .tfidX^i®f >re fined, or r^prmH\iided for their 
injustice or,their ;|nJ^priqijripgthose finps'and 

" reprimands,” says cannotavoid taking- 

notice of a ridiculous ijot long since at 

“ St. Pctersbourg: lliic j^^^^tjee Having ni&de ^’decision 

« which, upon appeal, was determined to be unjust, the sts 

'■ " 1 0. 
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“hate ordered the judges to be publicly cen^re(l'; ; _*^^0-y 
“ lotion soon after happening, the members of the 
« of justice were wholly changed; the tnandate of ■ the-■ 
however still continued iii force* tiiid the new mehsl)ej^ ; 
« who were entitle strangers to the former proceedings oftheir 
« college, were attend, and ;^ere very solemnly 

“and severely reprimanded for a sen^hde of Which they ; 
“ were totally guiltless and ignorapt/* ; ; * ^ *■' 

^ <* i * * t ' *'ti 

* , 1 1 «* 1 i >> f , 1 

Chatter VIII. Of the. Revenuef « The revenues of, 
« this empire,” says Lord Macart^.* art iiy no means firp- 
« portionable to its extent, mJ^H^tio^^iritcommerce ; they 
“ istre*however, in general,-managed, very 

^ iWtseW appropriated* and W 150 so ~ 

^ vereignty t 0 gmd mch power, mam- 

tained influence, or accom- 

'i« olishe^ lu«fl»lwf§^l#»^^'-VytUires’9o' slender, means 
* * * adftmiate. or on terms so* moderate and 

he tells us, at the. 
^exceed twenty-four 


«« millions stertMf‘ of a sio^e 

year* fitlt’ ** 

,«r wel1 c,othed * 

^ well * re,,v3 

, « maintain 

■ and 'mFfflm ¥&*:•?.. .. 

“ deft&y tJie ..expanses 5 - pf a most miroerousand splendid 

, ^';:v w v £>> ■' ■ 


tl appointed | to 
te line, nine fri- 
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“ court, which, in grandeur and magnificence, excels every 
“ other -in, Europe ; whether wfc consider the smnptuoasness 
“ of the table; the richness and brilliancy of the dress, the 
blaze and profusion of jewels, the taste and elegance el 
equipages, or the good order and propriety which conduci 
“ and regulate the whole." And all these, he assures us, are 
not only defrayed with the standing revenues without con¬ 
tracting any debt, but an annual saving remains of 011 c mil¬ 
lion sterling over and Above all the expenses of the state. 
The chapter concludes with a schedule of the annual reve¬ 
nues of the Russian empire,. , 


Cu apt v,n s IX. and X. Of tkfr Aijtofo&nd Of the JSavy. 
These two chapters are accompanied with several tables con¬ 
taining the names and numbers of'the 1 '.different‘regiments, 
their divisions and fixed quarters, expense of field regiments 
and staff officers; and the mode of raising recruits for the 
army. lie gives also a compaaraiive state of the Russian' 
navy under Catharine II. and as it Atood at the death of 
Peter the First. Mis observations on the Russian navy, at 
the latter period, conclude with this remark. M The Russian 
marine is for inferior in every respect to that of Sweden or 
of Denmark; and indeed whether J considered cOmpara- 
tively or by itself is extremely insignificant. For my part 
“ I am persuaded, from what I have observed myself, joined 
“to very good information, that a dozen Fnglish line <>f 
“ battle ships would be an over-match for all the naval force 

1 1 . * 

“of the Russian empire. . However they have such ie- 
“ sources that,- by proper attention and management, their 


it 
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« marine may grow considerable, may be rendered even 
«respectable, but never can become formidable in iiu- 

“ tish eyes/' 

Chapter XI. Resources of Russia. This short chapter 
merely enumerates the advantages and resources which 
might be brought in aid of the standing permanent revenues 

of the state. 

_ ' , 

Chapter XII. Of the Manufactures and Commerce of 
Timsia. In this chapter’wft MVe a minute and detailed ac¬ 
count of the commerce,hetwfeen Russia and the different na¬ 
tions of Europe and Asittidigested into nine tables -horn au¬ 
thentic and voluminous djiciih)ents,,witb,explanations to each 
table No part of-'tWe Object at the time it was written 
could be more highly important to this kingdom than that 
which is contained in this chapter, and , Lord Macartney 
seems to have given to it an uncommon degree of attention, 
and to have spared np pains nor expense in procuring mate¬ 
rials which ind^j ^bffickl situation and mt.macy with Mr. 
Panin alone could Km to .collect 1 he Appen¬ 

dix. as-before'observddrynn;^;;|^^ ; M ^ in thc 

, second volume of the pres^it tfdifc' 5 / 

1 * ' . *' 1 * yi ' X'* i 

' * % 

' 


Nearly on the same plan as bb-Account of Russia, Lord 
Macartney, oniis return from Wand,;drew up An Account 
of Ireland in 1773- Of this treatise he hk,.wisc printed a 
few copies for his particular friends. The scojie of the work 
is distinctly pointed out in a short introduction which runs 

as follows. ■ 
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“ Whence Ireland derived its name, and by what nation 
it was first peopled is a matter which may interest the an¬ 
tiquary, but is of little moment to a minister or politician. 
The early periods of its history are involved in obscurity 
46 and fable, and no dependence can be placed on any ac- 
44 counts of it previous to the invasion of the English under 
44 I ferny the Second. 


u 


a 


it 


44 That it was great, powerful, and learned, at a time when 
“ the neighbouring kingdoms were weak, divided, and igno- 
44 rant, has been boldly asserted by "some writers, and not 
44 less positively denied by others. These are points of curb 
44 osity, of national pride, and national affection, but arc fo- 
44 reign to my present purpose, which is principally to speak 
44 of Ireland as now connected with Great Britain and subject 
44 to its dominion. 


44 A concise and impartial account of that country, its his- 
44 torv, constitution, commerce, and revenue, may pos- 
44 sibly be not unacceptable to those whose situation and 
44 more important cares must preclude them from minute in- 
44 quiry and laborious research." * 

* v 1 

In the General Description of Ireland we arc informed that 
it; contains upwards of seventeen millions of acres; that the 
number of houses on the hearth-mortey books in 1766* was 
424,026, and the population at that time supposed to ex ¬ 
ceed two millions and a half. It is observed that the exemp¬ 
tion from toads, vipers, snakes, slow-worms and all venomous 
creatures, is a circumstance so fortunate and so singular as 

Sr 2 
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to merit particular mention. In speaking of the inhabitants 
of Ireland as a mixed race, descended from various adven¬ 
turers who, engaged by different views at different periods, 
established themselves in that country, he observes, “ The 
“ present motley generation is composed of parts not less 
£t heterogeneous than the inhabitants of Great Britain, being 
“ a mass of aboriginal Irish, Spaniards or Milesians, Danes, 
64 Saxons, Normals, English, Scots, HugonOts and Palatines. 
“ In such a miscellaneous variety/' says he, “ one might be 




led to imagine that all national characteristic must be lost, 
yet no people in Europe seems more distinctly marked or 
to bear a stronger original impression : whether nature 
frames and models the disposition of the inhabitants to the 
soil a ad climate of the country, or whether the form of 
government gives a complexion to their manners, it is cu¬ 
rious to observe how qufokly the various dissimilar parts 
coalesce and amalgamate into one body/ 


«The Irish/' he observes, “ arc a strong and hardy 
people, active in body, and of a bold and daring spirit: 
patient of cold, hungeiV and labor; dauntless in danger, 
and regardless of is in view; warm and 

constant in love and; quick in resentment, 

ami implacable in hatred,; and .hospitable beyond 

all bionnds of prudence; credulpus, supersti 1 ioms, and vain ; 
talkative, disputatious, and strongly,disposed to turbulence 
and contest: they are almost all fond of learning, and arc 
endowed with excellent parts, but arc usually more re¬ 
markable for livofmchs of thought than for accurate expres¬ 
sion. They possess neither Vhe industry of the English, nor 
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<s the perseverance of the Scots; but, when properly directed, 
“ have displayed spirit and abilities equal to every un- 
“ dertaking.”. 


This treatise on Ireland is not, like that on Russia, strictly 
speaking, divided into chapters, but broken^ into sections. 
The third of these sections gives so clear and concise a sketch 
of the political History of Ireland, from the Conquest to the 
Conclusion of Lord Townshend’s Administration, that the 
reader will not be displeased to see it entire ; and under this 

idea it is printed in the second volume, under the title of 

# « 1 , , 

A Short Sketch of the Political History of Ireland . 


Under the head of The Constitution and Government of 

f.' 1 ^, 

Ireland , he contends that it is of very little consequence to 
the ancient Irish or the later settler, whether their country 

t _ * 

was conquered or not. “ They are all," says he, 44 equally 
44 subject to Great Britain, and enjoy i her prbtection ; every 
44 individual feels the genial influence of her liberty and, as an 
44 individual, claims every privilege which she can bestow. 
44 If, for political or commercial reasons, restrictive regulations 

i* * 

44 arc adopted with regard to Ireland, it is not Ireland that is 
44 meant to be injured ; the safety, the interest of the parent 
44 and protecting state, which all its Subjects are equally 
44 bound to cherish and promote, is the only object. If that 
“object seems injudiciously pursued, the great national 
44 assembly is open to the Irishman as well as to the Engli.sh- 
44 man and the Scotsman, and the arguments and eloquence 
“ of the one may be as forcible as those of the other,” 
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He is decidedly of opinion that Ireland, under whatever 
predicament it may be considered* to he prosperous and 
happy, must be subordinate to and dependent upon Great 
Britain ; that one great superintending and controling domi¬ 


nion must exist, somewhere; “ and where," says he, “ can 
“ that dominion reside with so much dignity,, propriety, and 
“ safety, as in the British legislature ?” He was firmly per¬ 
suaded that nothing could tend so much to the mutual ad¬ 


vantage of the two kingdoms as an union, and urged it 
strongly at the time of the disturbances in America. But as 


the minister did not seem to think that measure expedient or 
practicable at that time, he recommended at all events that 


every advantage and indulgence should be given to Ireland, 

as an inseparable limb of Great Britain, which ought to be 

nourished and supported by the same vital principle. “It 

“ would be true policy,” he observes, “ to widen, as much as 

“ possible, our European bottom; to consolidate and bind to- 

“ getber all the parts that can naturally unite, so as to form 

“ one great compacted dominion, moved by one interest, ce- 

“ men ted by one affection, subsisting by its own strength, act- 

“ ing by its own fordo,. supplied by its own resources, nei- 

“ tlier to be shaken npr injured even by the loss of extreme 

“ branches, but, firmly tooted in genial soil, flourishing, indc- 

“ pendent, and secuffe.” On tljesul^eetofan union, he never for 

a moment altered his opinion, and jvhep this measure of true 

policy was effected, he thus warmly and feelingly expressed 

his sentiments on the subject, “ I bow v ith admiration and 

“ respect, to those by whose wisdom this great and important 

“ object has been brought so near to its completion; consi- 

3 
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dering many things that have happened in my time, pain- 
* * 

ful to recollect and invidious to mention, I little illumined 
to see this happy day. Thank God ! 1 have seen it. I 
thank the Father of*all mercies that he has been graciously 
pleased to prolong my days to this auspicious period. The 
measure before us has mv dying voice.. It will annihilate 
the vain hopes of a vain invidious foe from without, and, 
T trust, will, contribute to defeat the projects of a dark and 
treacherous enemy within”’ 


In the Sketch of the Political History printed in the second 
volume, it will be seen InW strongly, he reprobates those 
severe laws relating to popery which were enacted in the reign 
of Queen Anne, and which, are still in force. He condemns 

them as cruel, unjust, and impolitic. 

s * * ‘, 

* 

The following section contains a short account of the 
Office and Towers of the Lord Lieutenant; fiis Commission 
and Instructions , on which he makes a few observations, and 
points out the impropriety And inconsistency of some parts of 
them. These are necessarily, since the union, entirely 
changed, and cease at this time to be interesting. Another 
section contains an account of the duties and the expense of 
all the public offices under government; and the work con¬ 
cludes with a very particular account of the public revenues 
of Ireland, and observations, oh each head, with several 

t' 

tables of public receipt and expenditure, all of which ■were 
highly important at the time they were written, but from the 
nature of the subject must cease to be so. after a lapse of more 
than thirty years. , 
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All the materials which Lord Macartney had collected, re¬ 
specting Grenada and the Grenadines, with many other im¬ 
portant papers relative to the different states of Europe, were, 
as already has been observed, plundcxted and destroyed by 
the savage soldiery of D’Eslaing, whom this officer in i 
only permitted but actually excited to this disgraceful pro¬ 
ceeding,- bad enough under any circumstances, but doubly 
so after so gallant a defence by a handful of men, which 
alone, to an enemy possessed of the least spark of generosity, 
would have been an inducement carefully to protect the van¬ 
quished from insult and injury. Eut ’D’Estaing, as Lord 
Macartney has emphatically reaitrked in one of hi*, memo¬ 
randum books, was tine Bcte. It was likewise observed, that 
the duplicates of these paperspcri&hed in the flames of the 
storeship, in which Lady Macartney "had taken her passage 
for England. These losses were never attempted to he re¬ 
paired by Lord Macartney. A task indeed of this kind is 
not only ungrateful to the feelings, but is in its nature next to 
impossible. No memory, however retentive, can embrace 
the details of statistical Accounts, in which numbers arc so 
frequently recurring, anp so material to the subject. 


The Journal, which was kc[>t by his Lordship, of iiis 
proceedings in China, is a document that cannot fail of being 
read with pleasure and satisfaction. A detailed account of 
the progress of the embassy, and of the conferences and ne¬ 
gotiations with a court valid people who had ■ hitherto been 
supposed to hold so* high a rank among the civilized nations 
of the world ; but of whose true character, we had but, at 
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the most, a doubtful portrait, must be considered as curious 
and interesting. This document is important in another 
point of view—it will convey more instruction to any future 
embassador with respect to the conduct of his mission, than 
he will be able to glean from all the volumes which have been 
written on the subject of China. In the authentic Account 
of the Embassy to China, Sir George Staunton has very ably 
shown the necessity which gave rise to the mission, the views 
and objects proposed by the measure; the progress of the 
embassy from England to China, and its return to the* former 
place, lie has sketched with a masterly pencil, a picture of 
the manners, customs, genius, and character of the Chinese, 
and supplied much important and interesting information re¬ 
specting their public revenues, the state of their agriculture, 
their trade and manufactures. Nor has he omitted to trace 


the progress of the negociation and its result; to state what 
was done and what was attempted to be done; all of which 
he collected and digested from the papers of Lord Macartney, 
from his own observations and those of some of the gentlemen 
in the train of the embassador. But though the Journal, 
now published, was a material document in the hands of Sir 
George Staunton, in furnishing him with facts and occur¬ 
rences, yet, in every other respect, it may be considered as 
a new and valuable addition to our stock of knowledge with 
regard to the genius and character of the Chinese nation. It 
not only tells us what was done on different occasions, but 
also what was said. The principal characters in the piece 
arc brought before us, and introduced to our acquaintance. 
It not only conveys to us a general description of the manners 
and character of the court ; but presents us, at the same 
vol. r. . 3 G 
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time, with accurate sketches oi* individual portraits. It 
possesses besides a \cry material advantage in one respect 
over a regular composition intended to meet the public eye ; 
all the observations it. contains 'were made upon the spot, 
and immediately committed to paper in the shape they now 
stand ; nothing comprehended in the whole compass of this 
Journal was afterwards inserted on the ground of recollection; 
observations made on this ground, Lord Macartney justly 
remarks, are apt to vary their hue considerably. From the 
concluding paragraph of the Journal may be collected pre¬ 
cisely its nature and aim. “ I now,” says he, “ close my 
“ China Journal, in which 1 ha\e written down the Irans- 
fcS actions and occurrences of my embassy, and my tra\cls 
“ through this empire, exactly as.they passed and as they 
“ struck me at the time. My’sole view has been to repro 
“ sent things precisely as they impressed me. 1 had long 
“ accustomed myself to take minutes of whatever appeared 
of a curious or interesting nature, and such scenes, as 1 
have lately visited, were not likely to obliterate mv habits 
“ or to relax my diligence. I regularly took notes and inc- 
k ‘ moramhuns of the business i was engaged in, and the ob- 
u iects I saw, partly to serve for my own use and rccollee- 
“ lion, and partly to amuse the hours of a tedious and pain- 
t*ul employment, but 1 will not Hatter myself that they can 
“ be of much advantage or entertainment to others. 


The Cape of Good Hope was a situation in w hich a governor 
had it in his power to do a great deal of good or a great deal of 
mischief; but it afforded only a very limited field for the display 
of brilliant talents. Whatever degree of prosperity followed 
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the eilpture of iliis settlement, whatever now or accurate infor¬ 
mation of its value and importance to the 1 British empire 
was obtained, thev were the result of Lord Macartney's ad- 
ministration. What the amount: may he of our additional 
knowledge of this angle of Southern Africa, procured by Ins 
direction, it would ill become the.writer of the present article 
to form the estimate. It is before the public, and he can 
vouch for nothing more than its authenticity and accuracy ; 
for the means of collecting the materials he is wholly in¬ 
debted to the distinguished favor of Lord Macartney. 


Hut the place, in which the great powers of Lord Macart¬ 
ney's mind were called forth in all their energy, was India; 

*■ 

and in the proceedings of his government there the statesman 
may find the finest lessons of wisdom and virtue. The mi¬ 
nutes* on various subjects, which he found it necessary to lay 
* 

before the select committee, are masterly performances ; and 
the whole correspondence with the hostile and Counteracting 
government of Bengal is characterised by a clearness, 
closeness, and cogency of argument, and by a firmness and 
moderation which distinguish it, in a very striking manner, 
from the loose, the puerile and fanciful reasoning, and the 
haughty, harsh, and acrimonious language of the letters from 
Bengal. Both are .now consigned to the archives of the 
Last. India Company, and both are doomed, in all probabi¬ 
lity, to undergo, with many other documents of great import¬ 
ance, the common fate of neglect and oblivion. 


If that, part of them, employed in the foregoing pag'*s, to 
exhibit an illustrious example of great talents, directed solely 
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for the public welfare, of integrity superior to the temptation 
of wealth and power, of unwearied zeal in every cause for his 
country's honor and disinterestedness in every public trans¬ 
action, may have the good effect of carrying conviction to 
the mind of any future governor of the presidencies in India, 
that a steady perseverance in honorable and upright con¬ 
duct will secure him the esteem and regard of all whose 
esteem and regard is valuable, and afford him that peace of 
mind and heartfelt satisfaction which no wealth nor power, 
however great, can bestow, the present Sketch of the 
Public Life of Lord Macartney will not have been written 
in vain. 


END OF THE NARRATIVE. 
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Letter from Sir George Macartney to William Burke, Esq. dated 
, St. Petersburg, Aug . 24, (SV/tf. 4,) 1766. 

“ Believe me, my dear Burke, I am highly sensible to all your in¬ 
stances of friendship, and believe me too that, on all occasions, you will 
find me eminently grateful. 

16 1 am very particularly obliged by your letter of the 27th July, which 
I found no sort of difficulty to decypher. The nomination of Mr. Stanley 
did not at all surprise me; the only thing that surprises me is that, since they 
those to put a slight upon me, they did not turn me out without further 
ceremony. It is true, I have happily accomplished a very laborious and a 
very difficult negociation, and brought to a conclusion a treaty of com¬ 
merce, which, but for my zeal, industry, and activity, I will venture to 
say would have been lost to us for ever. I will make no scruple neither 
to own to you that, in my opinion, my first treaty was preferable to my 
second ; probably 1 may be called on one day or another to defend it, and 
I think I have irrefragable proofs to support nvy opinion. 1 must add 
besides that to me alone is the treaty owing. It was extinguished and 
dead, to all intents and purposes, till I revived it; and by indefatigable 

labor, and at a considerable expense* worked it through in the teeth of 

7 
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every opposition. Mr. Panin here make-, no scruple publicly to say that 
no other man could have obtained *so much a>> I have dune ; and seeing 
the conduct of my court in this and in other objects, it was merely from 
personal consideration to me that he concluded it at alb Mr. Stanley I 
know not; bur I respect his character and abilities: if he were my enemy 
1 could not wish him a greater punishment than his present commission; 
were he my friend l could not vbh him a greater happiness than to be re¬ 
lieved from negotiating with this court. Had he been informed of the real 
Situation c»f things here, I am persuaded he would have declined so dis¬ 
agreeable an .employment; and had the gentlemen at home known the 
footing I am upon with the Empress and her ministers, they never would 
have dreamed of appointing another in my pLee. 1 am t>y no means 
however mot tided at it j when I accepted this commission, which you 
know I gave value for (having resigned a seat in pailiament for it) I re¬ 
solved to execute it with chearfulness, however disagreeable 1 might find 
it; and had not Mr. Stanley been named to succeed me, 1 should have 
persevered till I had fulfilled every object of my instructions: but-the 
affair being no a settled otherwise, I cannot avoid expressing to you how 
very well pleased at it I am. To be sure the proceeding is extraordinary 
to turn a man out, if 1 am turned out, immediately after he had finished 
a treaty which had been the object of nine years’ to gociatioi:, and which 
the other contracting .'party declares aloud could be finished by nobody 
dse, and which the gentlemen concerned in the trade have thanked me 
for in such terms as 1 blush to repeat. But some people toil me I am not 
turned out; no matter’: I cannot in honor continue here whilst Stanley is 

r' 

in Ku&sia, because in the language pf a great minister, I should not wish 
to be ■ ci.ponsible for measures which I am nof permitted to guide; o;, 
supptou g I met with success in conjunction with him, 1 should certainly 
get no thanks for it; for, to borrow the expression of a mini',ter of the 
gospel ; as 1 have just now done that of a minister of state, 14 When we 
u have done ail that we can, we are unprofitable servants and what is 
worse, unprofntd too j assure you. I know at least l have found it so ; 
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for not to speak of the expense of living here, which is very great, I have 
spent above a thousand pounds of my own money for secret service. This 
I never mentioned before, nor do l intend to speak of it to the office, 
though, upon my honor, it is true ; but I am above it, and though 1 have 
got no thanks for my service, yet since it ha c been of use to the public, I 
do not regret it. For these reasons I have demanded leave to return to 
England, at least whilst Stanley is here. I have another, which perhaps 
you may think better than all—I have an ambition of sitting in the next 
parliament, where, 1 hope, I shall be able to.serve both iny sovereign ar.d 
my country with more approbation and with better success. Be assured 
that in all situations I shall act as a man of spirit, of honor, and inde¬ 
pendence—no friend shall ever blush for me; no enemy ever triumph 
over me. ' * 


iC I must entreat that you will use your interest with Mr. Conway for 
my leave to return home this winter, and also beg that proper instructions 
may be given to Mr. Stanley, to, inform himself in the most particular 
manner of my conduct here as a minister, and especially, whether what 
1 say of Mr. Panin’s yielding to the treaty merely from personal friendship 
to me be true or not. In short, let the flat question be put to Mr. Panin 
himself. Seeing by the general’s last dispatches, -that I have not the con¬ 
fidence of the present administration, lam reduced to'the mortifying re¬ 
flection, that it is possible my veracity may be questioned, and to the 
necessity of having that ■ veracity justified. Stanley is a man of honor, 
and will nothing extenuate, fior set down aught in malice j and his re- 
purr, I will venture to say, will be, that no man ever served hr; king and 
his country with'greater zeal, nor with a more unblemished reputation'than 
I h„ve done. It is in vain to say, as possibly some may do, that no dis¬ 
satisfaction is meant to me by naming an embassador. Certainly there 


is, otherwise would they have named one without being sure whether it 
was agreeable or not to this court? and as it happens it is not. Thd 
letter, my dear Burke, will appear a very vain one j but called upon bv 
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this occasion, I am obliged to speak a great deal of myself: I have this 
satisfaction however, that whatever I have said is literally true. 

“ I am much mortified at missing Ned's letter; but hope he will find 
some method of forwarding it to me. 1 have made very ample collection 
of every thing relative to this country, and shall, with infinite pleasure 
impart to you and Ned all my stores. If I have leisure between this and my 
return, I will finish a treatise which 1 have been long working upon, and 
which I flatter myself will give the completest and most impartial account 
of this country that has yet visited the press *. 

“ Adieu, my dear friend, be assured of the highest sentiments of 

esteem and regard, &e. &c. 

(Signed) GEORGE MACARTNEY.” 


No. II. 

Letter from Sir Georoe Macartney to the Right Honorable Hans Stan¬ 
ley, dated St. Petersbourg^ September 1st (12) 1766. 

ft Sir, ; 

> < 

a T 

IT seems to me very happy for the public that administration did not 
entertain such favorable sentiments of me as you are pleased to do ; for 
had their opinion, either of my abilities or address, been in any degree an¬ 
swerable to the flattering expressions of your letter, in all probability the 
care of his Majesty's affairs here would never have been transferred to 
your abler hands. 


* l or an account of this work, sec page 393 of this volume. 
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“ Though it must give me some pain to leave a court* which has dis¬ 
tinguished me by such uncommon intfrka of attention and regard, yet f 
shall certainly do it with less regret, when I consider that your Excel¬ 
lency ts to be my successor j persuaded too that your superior talents will 
easily accomplish what my humble ones have attempted in vain. If you 
think it is in my power to be of tjie smallest use to you here, duting 
the interval that remains till your arrival, I beg you will fiecly lay your 
commands on me j I shall esteem myself extremely happy in being ho¬ 
nored with them, and I shall execute them with infinite pleasure. And 
as you are so obliging as to offer me your services in England, I take the 
liberty of entreating you to employ your good offices in obtaining for me 
the King’s immediate permission to return home for a few months, duiing 
' the winter, for the recovery of my health, which is in a very declining 
state. In doing this you will confer upon me the highest obligation, and 

on all occasions you may depend on finding me eminently grateful. 

U 

* $i>t 

“ I beg leave to conclude this 1 letter by assuring you, without an) 
compliment, how much I respect your character, how much I honor your 
abilities, and (whatever may happen in the revolution o| public affair) 
how ambitious I shall always be of you* private friendship. 

> <c I am, &c. 

(Signed “ GE&tGF. MACARTNEY.” 




voi/» 



Letter from Sir Gfibitoi Macartney to the Right Honorable Hen ry 
Seymour Conway, (tool St, Pefersbourgi November 16 ( 37 ), 1766 * 
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Sir; 


« 


AM 


.... T veryoozing letter of the 34th Octdber, 

and toe,to0^^ I toefelt any of .that un- 

. easiness which is a|^b»t«l.:to by po iReans on my own ac¬ 
count a $p ▼ ambition or vanity, 

> I that I etei ’from 1 the sup- 

,. posed io^.-of iny:4»&ip’'a when I j&poke of that circum- 

• a desire of in " 


farming yt)U of 
were my; only ini 





.necessary for you to know, 
\ could suffer t nothing from the 


might W iptmstry rare receivea worn 
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1 < ' '» ^ 1 •'ll \vj j . Pi . l» , 

. to m e > and that 
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d r oniy 

treaty of com- 
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of fhe 30th 
||^r^fti : -|*?ouths after Mr. 

toj'i ii'i 1 ' ’ f __ 
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, 0 1 ■?“ 



4 *JK 

‘ 

V 


rfrfr ■ :< :. V- 1 • •■• ..v 

-■givthg. hofciver ya -walk oh as before in; 

vthjc raihisterial 1 endeavored ,to do.' mv duty to- 

< .ipymyself .to thepbedience of 
^jSgefef. o^de^^| : ^gte'.i J eceive > '' i whetiifr'.'deprbswfe’-of ‘ my hopes or fiat- 
n , : r^er: liberty to yoii ? Sir,'these 

‘j.j^&eulars solely : every > suspicion, which 
■ might'be entertain*^ discontented. " pis* 

"appointed I possibly' ; np^l||i»% ■ teen; S3|'|t^ : npt-discontented. ' I feel' 

Uiw "Wt 


• V ^ 'll; « " V f"S r ^j, jj o J .... < \ *f" *'■ ^ ‘ ’ , , , 

peevishness to iirtr^; 0 |off:;;m^ J^pavipur *, and I have such 

confidence in yottr t am j.j ;c 


TSaHB^safflHRffiSfc 


any such ideas 
contradict or remove; /* 


Jam persuaded if 
k Will not refuse to 


?+i 

r yv '■* «v ,y* 
4 \* 

"'^W' 0‘ 

rl \'* 


“ And here, Sir, I must 


cpresr inanns ror 

* t 



Jevep when, like the 
alhbut an unprofitable se 


Jfrtf-Sb . J 3'JS 


Nothing can jbe*-i 
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' or conjectures. For aad 
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*he silly squabbles of the bcd-charaber, unlfes attended, or likely to be- 
attended) with serious consequences, have seldom found a place in my 
letters. It is true, that we are frequent!* alarmed with accounts, at some 
times of smart repartees, and at others ol sullen quarrels, between the 
Empress and her favorite, either arising from her excess of sensibility or 
his excess of presumption, but I have nr r fourd them of any g*cat vio¬ 
lence or duration j and they seem only to i ■ s . sbk diose dr .Is of sum¬ 
mer which never descend in storms—' ■ -rf obscure the sun but for a 
moment, soon disperse, and leave the tky m its tor .er brightness and 
serenity. It has often happened besides, thr o ports of such mistu 5 ei~ 
standings nave bpurpose!-- spread and 'dully propagated, mu Jy to 
sound the opinion and temper of the public ana this is so mr h su.; '’Cted, 
that if a serious quarrei was to happen-, }v>-Inps ?t , nl '■ ‘c regarded 
with less attention than it real‘y •' -served. I have the eh're avoided send¬ 
ing you relations of this nature, general!/ persuaded f hat the hr-- * } .>* to 
day’s dispute vc .uld vanish before the account * to-mm.ov -cconc h*. 
ment. The report of the late misundertandinp. hicr. y< : a!!ud< 
had no seal foundation; but took its rise mu.! 
which count Orloff went upon mmr ’me nee, 
his absence'from court for eight or tc-i cb' ? Ih * 
seems gather increased than dimnns.ied, lie ! 
best terms with Mr. Panin, who, pc apt 
nion of genius or ability in hi? : bee 


.‘i huntii.T 


and v>. itici-- e.isiunec 
;ivo>* v ’;■■■. c.m/res 
, m i. on the 

c 

■t .or to see a 
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Letter from Sir George Mag apt wry to the R 
Seymour uonwa’., !at:d . Peicrsbour §, jfa/.c 



iLttorable Henry 
(/>. 6), 1 7 ^ 7 - 


J.S 


Sir, 


Ri.iiimc my pen to answer your letters 
a’.-- :o assure you that though l am pe:„ undue 
hi n\) r.4..,-.at situation, cm K of very <• 1 L 
,ij.ee \ : ur .-tivr • Os art such i shall most 


dragon a .. , eruox existence ciM 1 am , 


HLHOXaSOT' 


\y- ■■ natural 'hssohitio:! 


u’ : lh December last,, 
o.l rice at this court, 

. • public aihuV., yet 
•h. lenjaln, here, and 
b/ tiie arrival of my 


’* ■'>. JU •'te is "u tc ni 

/ 

i'L. vUt for or. 'telimng 

‘Vl J ' "■> UIJ : mile it ' ,ri th;i 

month: ■/ r* rvbci xjiu.uv, 

"L’-le, ii -.■■■. ■.: 1 ■ !r ; ‘.r 

world. 'u; ih rJ e/er. - / * 

this eh /, ; l.tti ., ■ ox- ' 

c, *vv ; . loj, can 1 

1 remembi. ha. * r:as oru* ' ■ 1 
morvh.s after my n .numuk . . 

in middle of tannaty .u.a ’ - 
any great mev.'venteruR tann , : 
la non o r the road?. 


m<on the late season oi the year as a 
i xt out from England, i cannot but 
i bid no*- sooner inform him that the 
t vbruar,, are by far the most agree- 
", U-i *j a veiling In this part of the 
'x\, that is to say, from Dantzig to 
e T .vay, and in a much more expedi¬ 
ent any other vseason upon wheels. 
« • • .'c ist November exactly twe 

X of Buckinghamshire left this 
i f . ico'-ca ih» cither of us suffered 
'ness of the weathet ur the corige- 


“ Having very .Mtduiiy pcr-’Sfd you r dispatches, I will endeavor to an- 
iwer them y / ethodically as 1 can -mb must begin by observing, what I > 

flattered tnyxlf nm$t K e supposed without my repeating it, that had I been 

S ' bh 
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'My discofitent... .j 




APPENDIX. No. IV. 


423 


testify either anger or surprise at any events whatsoever, that the enmity 
of fortune, directed by any political convulsion, could inflict. Far from 
yielding to any of these emotions, I look upon the appointment of Mr. 
Stanley as a very wise measure, and, had he arrived here some months 
ago, might have been a very happy one. I should be as ill a patriot as a 
courtier to think otherwise \ and to convince you that my opinion was 
directed by my judgment, I have in every dispatch told you, how useful 
his speedy arrival here might be, and on that account how ardently I 
wished it. I find notwithstanding that he is still retarded ; I ui^crtunately 
find too, that when I speak pf his coming here, I am looked upon by all 
my diplomatic brethren as the most consummate hypocrite that ever at¬ 
tempted to impose a falsehood for a feet; for the general opinion is (such 
is the vain and absurd notion entertained of my ministerial credit with Mr. 
Panin) that I shall not be permitted to leave this at all. God foibid their 
ideas should be realized! God fbjrhid any new accident should still delay 
Mr. Stanley, whose coming her| 1 cannot but look on as of the gi eatesr 
importance} because I have not'pnly* declared it as a mark of particular 
attention to the Empress; but have represented it in Such a light that t 
will venture to promise, that as soon as i^is certain that Mr. Stanley is set 
out. an embassador*will be immediately ^vipted from this Court to that 
of London. From this circumstance you %ill easily peaceive, Sir, that so 
far ffom being dissatisfied v^th Mr, Stanley’s appointment, I have endea- 
voicd to give it all the merit and relievo* that Either private insinuations or 
public declarations could do} and I hope to have been in some degree 
sued sful. Before I finish this part of my letter, 1 beg leave to repeat, 
o"ce for all, that if any uneasiness 'has appeared in my correspondence, it 
a sc ouly from the pains! of,indisposition} the uncertainty of my situation, 
and my anxiety for the public SfeftritOj and by no mesins from discontent or 
inisapptehenriou. And no*, Sir, after many apologies for troubling you 
with so long a dissertation 'pffep wMch nothing but your having 

enlarged on the same subj«ct*d$fttacuet, l proceed to the tfther parts of 
your letter. * ’ 3 
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friar govetkiment bf her doinfeiotts. She sets cut in a few days for Mosco, 

frtttoOjjtoo she goes to Jerost&ff, from Jeroslaif tp Kasan, fiom Kasan>t® 
$IWbA from Ssratoff to Astracan, and from Aswan hea\en knows 
where the genius of travelling may conduct hyr. Now, Sir, if you will 
please to look over the map Of thf country, and Consider the distance of 
these places from otfe another, and the time necessary for* making such 
journeys, as well as the dissipation and confusidn naturally attendant on 
them, you must" allow, I f thuds* it will by no means be a season favorable 

**’****'' ; ;■. 

«« When thfese peregritiationfare Wftnr, another grand object wilt claim 
her attention, 1 mein th$ convention tit iM states of the empire, in older 
to compose 4bd establish a 'c to of taws* Now, as these states are to 

consist of f number of deputies, perhaps eh&m or twelve hundred, chorcn 
out of all ^nks of people, ^11 &t2ont udder the Russian dO- 

xnitdcm, whether Christ&h* dr J^Sdiotnetah, }t it 1 not to be expected 
that the proceedings of gtonftdy ihoufd be very regular, 

or their decisions very flftto difcUjfflStytos, together with many 

others' too tedious to be h Mtp fl&itolfed, wilf probably blunt the edge of 
every appethe foe pwtob 8W%$, durtp^lh considerable time, totally 
engtoss the attention of &* tojfreas, of to ndhistqrs^and of her people. 

|j/ /* i ; 1 ' f 4 * , 

« The Cdsljr,cdMuOM courts abating heir inflexibility upon 

the TurkishSweden, or from 
the convulsions in, Ami in She one, and Austria 

intermeddles in the Otto) liAsp.which will tender our 

alliance necessary lib Russia* <& hey ytut this’reason, joined to 

many others, t 4s»“e say ^ou w$t useful, nay, how ne¬ 

cessary, the presto® of# roister of $#r*S*^Jley$ abilities is now become 
toe, and he must bctos&fei what advantage will xiesult to hit* country, 
and what glory to himself, ifdie^su Conquer lhabobstinacy, and remove 
tbto ibOUJttainous difficulties,' Which have hitherto hAd at defiance all 
the talent! address of hit predecessors* 
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44 1 conceive top that It would be of infinite service tabis Majesty’s affair®, 
if 1 was jtermjped to return home immediately, that I might give to admi¬ 
nistration and to Mr, Stanley, a clearer, more accurate, and more particu¬ 
lar account of things here, vhd vtce, than I can possibly do by letter* and 
which being delivered to both at London would certainly be of more 
utility than if communicated separately to each at different times and at 
different place^. But this I, submit with every sentiment of deference tb 


the wisdom of my superiors, assudng you, however, at the same time, 
that until the embassador oiicfrkeeper could perform the 

functions of a minister here,' pflt t° St* ghed purpose as thyself, but 

*»e .trail no a mm rtf •rt'n/'k ethitiltAfl. T .mt mm frhara- 


rm 

A fx \ 
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Letter fr^tk St. 

Gettrgt, Gretmfa.ytij $#^4^ f tit <%nrr ef 
/ri!e»4 /As 

** My Lord, / 4 * 4 

1 H 4 V£ the honor to Lordship th&t^ftMay the 18th 

past, a vessel which had esqjp^the day befent from St* Vincent’s, ar-, 
rived* here, and brought me an account of the taking of that island by die 

31 a 
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French, and of an expedition being intended from Martinique against 
Grenada. I immediately dispatched several expresses to ^communicate 
this intelligence to Admiral Byron, and instructed them to proceed to dif¬ 
ferent places in search of him. At the same time I ordered maitial law 
to be pioclaimed, and gave directions for as many of the militia as 
could be useful to come to town without delay. I thin convened 
the legislature, which most cfiearfully passed a vote of credit for sup¬ 
plying them, during a certain time, with provisions and other nece$sar> 
at tides. , ^ 4 


jf I 

* E#rly on Friday morain^ the instant, two of the dispatch boats, 
which 1 had sent to look pt ^rAdtoM, returned without having met 
with him either at St. %ubadoe& or St. Lucia. About half 

an hour after nine in the fottptoon of the same day, thirty*seven sail ap¬ 


peared m the offing, at a considerable distance, steering for this inland. 
We, at first, flattened ourselves that it Was a,British fleet j but soon dis¬ 
covered it to be a French, 0U4 horned that? it consisted of twenty-five 
line ot battle ship^ and twelvfc f frigate^, having fix thousand five hundred 
land 1 troops on bpard, the wfoe$e Udder tfie command of the Count 


D’Estaipg. * , v 

., i y i * , 

u l made, without Joty of, rime, the best disposition I was able of the 
little for£* l had c neVclqck ti;he French fleet came 

to’an anchbr || 3 Wtt» *nfeo«t ,,tirreq, biles noith of St. 

George’s, apd irai*W&(iriy bndfr protect’on of their 

guns, a Urge body of troops, begUu to invut us. It was 

not pcs ible for us to prevent themiomiaucMr^ where the) did, as we 


guns, a Urge body of troops, begun to invut us. It was 

not pcs ible for us to prevent laptHng where the) did, as we 

bad no coast batteries nor indeed could we^aflford to divide o*n strength. 


the whole of which consisted bf One hundred and^pne rank and file of the 
4flCh regiment, twenty-four *eqo*itf of the royal artitleiy, a few sailors 


from the vessels in the port,** and between three* and lour hunched 
militia. 
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w As our casemate was incapable of Containing any numbers, and in tip* 
part of itbomb-proof, as every discharge of the windward.guns set the 
bariiclcs kt^ other busings on fire; and; a« from the heights around u?, 
the^f^ckles. of seen on the parade, the fort 

was Considered to be totally ipcapabje.of resisting any serious attack. It 
therefore became necessary to turn owr chief attention to the Hospitahhill, 

to make, 
in our power to 

commanding and'the harbor. 

w . -v - '"vSS 1 .«! ’•'vrfrtfvj’ * 

° f the * 

Xoi/fifteen, commanded by 

■■ 1 

^'•|i ; -tthe-.east end of'the 


which, for some time, rare 

•v ' it . 

our principal stand there, ■as-h 
occupy, and commanding at 


.», i, 


48th regiment 

Captauv Montf^r,'^iE'0pb^i’3^ 
Hospital 
Sr 
the 

Colonels "Lucas,' 
dred 

Patrick^ and Sfc> 





jnels ;Lucas, ■ * hun- 

;rt; s «»t St.tfcafefek‘ ^n^nel 

MBuSttnanfl^ 


C.tant and Kieutenantic 


battery at de . 

’taehm®t ; of {en : 'i^^^^&^|i^g|i^';j) ar cy,- with ' 



Redoubt, on the sou: 


maintained 

*■.„,irmn'.in>Tar<f Mbockton a 

•’ «W JMk MaMn A^tokhikalk^iiiJ . ■’1L M L* ft . ,, 1.1 . . , ' 

yi party or seamen,. 
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pnder Lieutenant Neale of the Adventure storesbip. I established nay 
head-quarters at the west-end, of the Hospital-hill, aild there waited , 3 $jr. : 

D^Estding’s motions; ' ; . . t \ * 

/' * , 1 ' ' ' J \ ! ’ 1 / , ' ' ' 

■ ' ,1 .* , . V . • ' ' 

1 , ■ ^ 1 " • ^ 1 ■ it * • ’ V ’ 1 ‘ 1 ^ >A i>" *' r 1 ■ • . 

t: In the evening one of the enemy V Jibe pf battje ship* advanced intothe 

bay, and fired several shots on shore., Fihding that, the fort-guns Aid not 

reach her, she parjad&d forsoroe t tii^'Jidjiwre thc‘ -town5 but one of opr 

four and twenty pounders^from the Hpspitakhill having passed between her 

masts, she bore jj&ij' a&d; • J ^njcd / ?0. :; ha' -former station.' After this 

everything jjn^^ .itfclocli,the, next morning, at'; 

which ho'Ur ati‘attempt;of the, enemy to penetrate on 

our left along -the l, irhre!r’i.a n rec^pUon # that they 

were sooh thrbSrfi''!ntb ^bfOS&ir^I^st;ihet#^way; and were obliged to re- 

treat, whidh^pwaSionedihem^ detdur,'->hen\t , he. diay;brok^ oyer,a great 

deal'of steep and diificul|‘'^ixwit0f^' and wounded 

in this affair; but I haVe b6t:fen ible i&has$*rtkin the number. "We did 
. . ' «>* • v ”'u. ;>v^. & • g r 1 ' , 

not lose a nian—a prisoner whom took informed us, that a great hiany 

, , V' '''" f v.-,- ,9 

pieces of cannon and molars ytoe lahdipg from the ships, and I perceived, 

during all'the'fo; eiop^ iargbfbdt^'Jff troops taking post on the principal 

emin^r^ev.c^posliiB' ‘ .viitejit :Mr." •6*KstaIng > sent a flag 

by"o»^^f;;hris- OurV|ineSj; Pdi^atched'an officer to ■ 

stop hijifeit %Ssd^'Tccisiv <5 '•jbS--inei|age, which was a 

pcrcmptoli^iwas v as 'peremptory a, 

relusal. . of iSchif- ,'In the subsequent * 

evening theenemyCut off our com-. 


munication yM\ ps reason to cx- 

! ; tp:,hbld Ourselves as 


felfieVtft 

IT'—,, , 1 i, T 1 * ZTfa*?*. ' WX««»“*4IU1« ■ 1 


pect a speed] 
well prepared WtMySm 


.. ( , .... wqiifld permit. Between . 

' two and three o'clock 1 ' «§ die inbi ping ffitilie a large 74 gim " 

’ ship'begun to cannonaife andfort.^nd^b^iy of .five hundred 

men, commanded by the Couqtcde' 4 ? 6 ntdevabx, attack; d” the north-west 
end of the Hospital*hill, near the, place, whete they were repulsed before, 

• : ‘ 3 • - *' ’ ' i' ■" 
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whilst three columns of five, hundred men each, led by the Viscount de 
Noaille?, and the Counts Arthur and .Edward Dillon, with an advanced 
guard of two hundred, under the Count de Durat, pushed forward 
to our lines near the east battery. Their onset Was sustained by our 
people with great steadiness and resolution fof above an hour and an 
half, Notwithstanding that our little strength had been very considerably 
diminished in the night, by the desertion of almost all the colored people, 
and the greatest part of tile new subjects, so that at the- time of the at- 

v 4 \‘ J ' ' ' 1 ',7 

tack we had not three hundred men ^to opppse to the great force which 
was brought against us. At lengffr being overborne by dint of superior 
numbers, we were obliged tp*' quit bur ground and retreat to the fort. The 
enemy poured ‘ in with such impetuosity aha rn such multitudes, that the 
orders for nailing up all our cannon cquidJnotbe entirely executed, the 
gunners on the great'.battery in their hands. 

We lost Lieutenant, parr of. Willis of the 

militia, two priyaASes who were 

killed in the trenches* ^tfe-cbnsidetable. ' Among 

them are Captain Montfesor; (whd was 'tak^t prisoner, ana whose beha¬ 
viour deserves every coihmendation,) -one• one drummer, one 

1 t 1 ' ** ' 1 i, * ‘ ' t l ” f r’’ J ) ' i . ' < 1, , \ * ( ■ 

filer, and nine privates <oF f the ydth fc&crot twenty- 

five of the militia,' ’a^^Vcipfetf : ticover. There 

were also several sailors killed and wbunded ; hi* I have not yet received 
the account of 'them. leave tb hxpre^'my satisfaction at the 

behaviour of all the' bffic^ahd men^^emplpyhdindei irte,and particularly 
to acknowledge my' o^iig^tibns ' to Ineuteaarifeplpiiel ‘ Edmeston, who 

' • * * ‘ f VV '* ' 1 ' " ( *’ . ’ *' t , * I I \ t ' » ' v ■ 

commanded the * 48th; regiment, and by, whose opifudn and. advice, our 
military operations wire jehiefly ^coaductem^rW/h^rits' as Ur'ifbldieri 
his long service and; mahy .'known' ffeitfe to 

say more upon, thl&j'.subject. my..- 0 ^ l ^ e 



his duty.. 
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« I must not omit the assistance l received from the spirit aid activity 
of lieutenant Ross of the royal artillery, and of Lieutenant D’Obree of 
the York sloop of war, from the officers of the Adventure store-ship, and 
the masteis of the merchantmen in the harbor. Though l have mentioned 
a few only by name, it would be great injustice to the rest, if I did not 
testify my entire approbation of them, ^he loyalty and spirited conduct 
of the gentlemen of the colony, on this occasion, do them the highest ho¬ 
nor, and will, I doubt not, recommend them to the King’s favor. When 
the island shall revert to his dominion. 


♦ 


M Prom the best informtlion I obtain, the French lost about four 
hundred men killed and wounded, amongst whom aic some persons of 
note. The Count D’Est&ing was present in the affair, and in order to 
animate his troops to the attapk, promised them the pillage of our quarters. 
Among the sufferers I am the principal, having lev “>f P^e, papers, 
cloaths, and most of my'other effects to a'very considerable value. 

' i 

« The enemy were now become possessed of all the commanding 
heights, with mortals and heavy artillery, and being thus effectually en¬ 
abled to bury US under the ruins of the fort in a few hours, without their 
risking a man, or our’ having it in our power to molest them in the 
smallest degree,' opened their cannonade upon us. As the ylace was ab¬ 
solutely untenable*'and we had do other 1 resource, being hemmed in on 
all sides ? as the fee^re ipastefc of the coast, and in our 

situation, even tfe aAmfen it he tiid arrived could not assist us; there 
was nothing left for me, but to endeavA; to,obtain sucha capitulation as 
might be honorable to his and advantageous to the in¬ 

habitants of the Island* And this I dbncjdVed we, Were entitled* to from 
the defence we had pade, and the example givett by British commanders 
*, on similar occasions: I therefore dispatched a dig, to the Count D’Estaing 
to propose a parley, who at first wbuld only consent to*a» hour and v an 
half. It being however extended to three hours, I sent my aid-de-camp, 
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Mr. Staunton, who is not unknown to your Lordship, with articles founded 
on the capitulation of Dominique and St. Lucia, as a basis of negociation; 
but our weakness being too well known, and a system, it seems, having 
been long fixed by the French with regard to this colony, as formerly 
belonging to themselves, the Count peremptorily refused to enter into 
any treaty, rejected my articles in toto, and instantly transmitted to me a 
letter with certain propositions as his ultimatum , which, l believe, will 
appear to your Lordship the most extraordinary project that ever entered 
into the mind of a general or politician. Monsieur D’Estaing, who 
imagined that the mere appearance of his force would have enabled him to 
take the island without a blow, had brought this capitulation with him 
ready manufactured from Martinique, possibly it may have originated at 
a greater distance ; for though obscure and inconsistent in some parts, it 
bore internal evidence of having been composed at leisure in the closet, 
not suddenly drawn up in a camp. It filled thirty-four folio pages, and 
was produced and delivered in a shorter time than would have been ne- 
cesary to transcribe the title. Several copies of it were handed about at 
the same time. 

“ The Vicomte de Noailles, who charged with it, had instructions 
to inform me in the most solemn manner, that the Count D’Estaing con¬ 
sidering us at his discretion, and being fully sensible of his advantages, 
would not admit of the slightest alteration in any article whatsoever, 
and had taken his resolution in case of our refusal. 

“ It required no deliberation in me to declare, that I never would put 
my hand to such conditions, and all the principal proprietors of the island 
then assembled, to whom I communicated them, unanimously preferred 
to surrender at discretion rather than subscribe to, or undertake to com¬ 
ply with, terms, which were not merely unprecedented and humiliating, 
but so ensnaring and so uncertain in their nature, extent, and aim, that 

3 K 
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they might at any time supply pretexts for taking away the lives, together 
with the fortunes of the capituiants. 

t 

' “ Thus then having neither means of resistance nor possibility of re¬ 
lief, determined never to consent to the capitulation offered to us, and 
yet unable to obtain a better, we found ourselves reduced to the hard 
necessity of yielding up the island without one. My only consolation un¬ 
der so great a misfortune is that nothing was omitted, which could pos¬ 
sibly have been done to avert it. 

“ In the inclosed paper. No. 6, your Lordship will find an exact list of 
the French sea and land forces employed against us on this occasion. No. 7 
is the monthly return of the five companies of the 48th regiment in gar¬ 
rison here the 1st instant, which, with the twenty-four artillery recruits 
above mentioned, were all the regulars we had for our defence. 

“An assurance has been given that the inhabitants shall retain quiet 
possession of their estates, and that during the present war they shall not 
be obliged to bear arms against his Majesty. The remains of the five 
companies of the 48th regiment, and the recruits of the artillery, together 
with the officers and myself, are, I understand, to embark for France in 
a few days; Mr. D’Estaing would on no account consent to any exchange 
in the West Indies, or to our going on parole to a British or even a 
neutral island. How far his conduct in this instance, so contrary to the 
usual practice, how far his orders for plundering, or his refusal of an 
equitable capitulation, and his pressing an inadmissible one, may be au¬ 
thorised or approved of by those of his own nation, I know not j but he 
has now established a precedent by which, in the course of the war, they 
must undoubtedly be the greatest sufferers. 

“ The address, No. 8, which I take the liberty of transmitting, was 
presented to me a few horns ago by the principal gentlemen of this colony. 
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No. 9 contains a rough sketch of the principal attack of the IIospital-hiH, 
together with the fort and town of St. George’s j I hope soon to be able to 
procure a more correct one. There are some other papers which l wished 
to send, but I have not time at present to get them transcribed. 

M I must be indebted to your Lordship’s indulgence to excuse this long 
and desultory letter, which is written by snatches in the midst of hurry 
and confusion. I am afraid the style of it in some parts may appear to 
have an air of military parade, which in me, who have not been bred in 
a military line, would be particularly unbecoming,; but being desirous of 
giving your Lordship the most distinct and accurate account of the late 
scene here, I rather chose to run the risk of such a censure, than to 
omit the slightest circumstance which might contribute to your infor¬ 
mation. 

« I have the honor to be with gteat respect, my Lord, your Lordship’s 
most obedient and most faithful humble servant, 

(Signed) “ MACARTNEY.” 

\ 

P. S. The French are usually very industrious in concealing their 
losses, and their officers, who had a share in the late action, differ some¬ 
what in their accounts; but I have just received a list of their killed and 
wounded, which I should imagine may be depended on. 

4 * 

Privates killed - - - 111 

Ditto - wounded - - 195 

Total 306 

\ 

Officers killed .—Le Chevalier de la Bretonniere, Major . 

Le Comte Dubqurg, Captain . 

Mr. Shee, Lieutenant. 

3 k 3 
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Officers wounded,— Le Chevalier De la Pelin, Captain . 

Mr. Maurgan, Lieutenant . 

Mr. Dugan, 

Le Baron de Kergus, rf/V/a. 

Mr. De Gautier, Aide Marechal-generaL 


No. VJ. 

Intercepted Letter from the Nabob Nizam ud Dowlah to Fazel Becj 
Cawn, endorsed , received 25 Raimzan, or 25th September 1780. 

I Have at this time received a letter from Zulphecar ud Dowlah 
Nagef Cawn Bahauder, which contains some particular matters, and I 
herewith forward you a copy of the answer I have written to it. It was 
not necessary to send you a copy of his letter, as my answer will suffici¬ 
ently inform you of what he wrote me. 

Letter to Nagef Caivn. 

“ I have received your affectionate letter, in which you say, that we 

are united by the fidelity and loyalty we both equally have for the sacred 

* 

person of his illustrious Majesty, and by the sincere friendship which sub¬ 
sists between us. You say, that l have heard how much you exert your¬ 
self in supporting the dignify of the Imperial House ; that if I will follow 
the example of my illustrious ancestors, it will be the means of raising my 
good name, and manifest the loyalty I profess for his most sacred Majesty; 
and in order to do this, you request me to give you the assistance which 
you expect from the sincerity of my friendship for you. You desire, at the 

3 
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same time 9 to, be informed of the particulars of the alliances l have en¬ 
tered into with the warfaring powers in this part. Your above letter has 
give^j* inexpressible satisfaction, and I fully understand the contents 
°f it^H^|||iformity with* the loyalty and fidelity which I have since my 
birth eSj^ ^ led for his Majesty’s illustrious house, it is my sole occupa¬ 
tion at a es, as God is my witness, to search after occasion to raise 
the glory and power of his sacred Majesty, whose reign may the Almighty 
ever render flourishing! It was with this view that, some time before I 
received your friendly letter, I wrote you to assure you of my fidelity 
towards his Majesty, and the sincerity of my friendship for you. 

e{ The world is now involved in calamities through the turbulence of 
the English. The deceits of this wicked nation are spread over the whole 
empire; wherever the seed of their malignity has been sown, it has shortly 
grown up into a tree, bearing the fruits of their wickedness. These peo¬ 
ple, with the greatest inward deceit and treachery under the cloak of sin¬ 
cerity, and professing a strict adherence to their engagements, have 
stretched forth their hands over what they, in a most humble manner, a? 
first affected to borrow—a people worse than women, who, by their 
fraud and the fire of their cannon, which without distinction is an enemy 
to all, have trod under and consumed the honor of the most illustrious 
families in this country—a handful of people, without a head or founda¬ 
tion, have possessed themselves of the three richest provinces in the empire, 
every one of which is equal to a kingdom—a set of merchants, without a 
name and scarcely known, have ingrossed and disposed of, as they please, 
the revenues of the Imperial Crown—a handful of tradesmen, who, in 
their nature, are like foxes, have pretended to put themselves on a footing 
with tygers. Since the necessity of punishing this wicked people is obvi¬ 
ous, there is no time to be lost in considering of it; for these shameless 
people are not able to face the heroes of war, or bear their deadly blows. 
They are indebted to fortune alone, which has favored them hitherto, for 
the acquisitions they have made with hostile intentions, which they conceal 
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under appearances of a friendly epistolary correspondence ; they are, 
since the last wars against them, enjoying ease and tranquillity in their 
corners. We owe this to our misfortunes and sins. The Almighty 
changes not the situation of men until they change it by their own actions; 
yet the Almighty has been pleased^tq infuse his divine light into me, and 
point out by inspiration a way to punish these people; for I was the first, 
through the favor of his gracious Majesty, to contrive the means of root¬ 
ing them out. As these shameless people have established settlements in 
different parts of the empire, under the pretence of giving assistance, to 
such as are powerful in w f ealth and territories, against their enemies, and 
raised the flame of war, it will be difficult to root them out entirely, un¬ 
less a resolution takes place to attack and chastise them at once from all 
quarters. For if the fire of w r ar is not lighted at the very foundation of 
this people, wherever they are, their settlements cannot be finally de¬ 
stroyed. It was with this view that I stirred up the Poonah ministers and 
Hyder Ally Cawn against them ; the Poonah army was to attack the 
troops which, under Colonel Goddard, are raising troubles in Guzerat and 
at Surat 

“ Hyder Ally Cawn, agreeably to this plan, is destroying the country 
about Arcot and Madras, and engages their attention on that fide. 
Modojie Bunsila will attack the Bengal provinces, which are in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of Berar. I contrived so that these people should be so closely 
attacked, and invested on all sides, that they should want for all sorts of 
provisions, so as to be reduced in a short time to the extremity of their 
former situation. All those, whom I engaged in this, have performed 
their parts, and agreed to make war and peace with the concurrence of 
each other; that neither of the parties should get any advantage or suffer 
any loss without the other sharing in it. 

“ His gracious Majesty has without doubt been informed of this my 
plan from the intelligence papers from the Decan $ the crown Muttsiddees 
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in the different Jaghyres, whose constant employment it is to write the 
occurrences of the day, have no doubt transmitted accounts of it. As this 
plan has been shown to all the Tonjdars and jemadars of the Decan, they, 
seeing the advantages likely to accrue from it to themselves, have acquiesced 
and paid obedience to it. Hyder Ally Cawn accordingly has marched 
towards Arcot and Madras, and lighted the flame of war in that country ; 
Modojie Bunsila has sent his son Candajee Bunsila with twenty thousand 
horse towards Bengal j the fair season being almost over, they remained 
in the Catrack country ; but, by the blessing of God, they will enter into 
Bengal at the beginning of next year. The forces of the Pundit Perdhaun 
sought opportunities to attack Colonel Goddard to the westward ; but the 
rains setting in they were obliged to go into quarters; but first destroyed, 
according to their custom, all the grain and provisions in the country. 
They will, with the blessing of God, effectually destroy the enemy at the 
beginning of the year. 

* 

“ I have thought proper to give information of all this to his Majesty, 
before it happened, lest he might imagine this confederacy was intended 
for something else. Without a blow is struck at the enemy, they cannot 
be 'destroyed effectually. The discovery of this plan cannot be any detri¬ 
ment to it now, and I have therefore given you a particular account of 
what has been done, and of the advantages which will accrue from this 
great undertaking. Modajie Bunsila’s forces are employed to invadeBengal; 
but as they are not very considerable, it would be proper to send his Ma¬ 
jesty’s army to the number of two hundred thousand horse by Lucknow 
into Bengal, and join with Holker and Modojie Scindia, the two Mahratta 
chiefs, for that purpose. The more quarters in which these Christians are 
engaged, they will be more divided, and at a loss how to act against such 
attacks. Keep this in your view, and let no one have the leading of this 
expedition but yourself, and embrace this opportunity of establishing the 
imperial authority and power of his sacred Majesty. 
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Lord Macartney’s private Note of Application to his Highness the Nabob 

of the Carnatic , dated 41b July 1781. 

t{ Fort St. George. 

“All the interests of his Highness the Nabob, and those of the Com¬ 
pany on the coast of Coromandel, are now in the greatest danger. The 
Company has a considerable army in the field, but money, provisions, 
and cattle, all which must be amply supplied in order to carry on war 
with success, are almost entirely wanting. Lord, Macartney has a perfect 
knowledge of the friendly sentiments of the King of Gteat Britain towards 
his Highness, and is instructed by the Court of Directors to cultivate and 
preserve, by every instance of service and attention, the close connection 
which has long subsisted between his Highness and the British nation, liis 
Lordship thinks it therefore the first and most pressing object of his duty, 
on finding his Highness’s dominions invaded, to make the most speedy 
and spirited efforts to repel the enemy. The first and immediate point to 
be acccomplished is to find a fund for defraying the charges of the army. 
His Lordship is driven to the necessity of applying to his Highness to fur¬ 
nish such a fund j and his Lordship flatters himself, that his Highness 
will please to signify to him, without delay, what his intentions are in this 
reject. It has been recommended to this presidency in the strongest 
terms by the governor-general and supreme council of Bengal to require 
from his Highness the immediate transfer of his country, in exclusive 
assignment, during the war only j and for the sole purpose of decaying 
the expenses it occasions: his Lordship however would be still better 
pleased that his Highness could procure, or this important occasion, a 
sum of money of at least five lacks of pagodas to be solely applied to the 
recovery of ills own dominions, thru: to take such an assignment, especi* 
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ally if it was not perfectly agreeable to his Highness to grant it. But the 
alternative seems essential as, without cash to pay the troops, or such an 
effective assignment as will ensure a loan, the most fatal consequences 
may await his Highness and the Company. His Lordship is deeply con¬ 
cerned at being obliged to begin his government with proposals of thh 
kind, and has only the consolation of hoping that, on the restoration of 
peace, he will be able, as he is desirous, to promote the honor and pro¬ 
sperity of his Highness, and of his illustrious house. 

(Signed) « MACARTNEY 



No. VIIT. 

Nabob's Chop ( 0 ,) being the Assignment of the Revenues of the Carnatu . /■? 
Lord Macartney, for the. Use of the East India Company. 

cc rp 

X HIS paper is to have all the force and validity of a Saned, and no 
other instrument is necessary between his Highness the Nabob and the 
Governor on the bfchalf of the Company. Ilis Highness empowers the 
Governor to appoint all renters or amuldars to be confirmed by Ids High¬ 
ness. The Governor to settle with them for rent. The time of renting 
to be for three* or five years as the Governor shall settle with the renters. 
Rent not to be inferior to net revenue of his Highness’s exchequer in 
similar circumstances. The orders which his Highness will give shall not 
affect the revenue. Orders relative to the revenue shall proceed from 
Lord Macartney alone. Orders from his Highness and from his Lordship 
to be communicated to each other. His Highness will give usual cowles- 



APPENDIX. No. VIII. 


to the amuldars who shall be appointed by the Governor, with the addition 
of a clause, declaring that all monies are to be paid to the orders of the 
Governor only. The Governor obligCvS himself to pay to his Highness the 
sixth part of the revenue f rom time to time, as the same shall be received 
by the Governor, and to pay it agreeably to his Highness’s.orders here, or 
in the respective counnies where the same shall be collected, as his High¬ 
ness shall please to direct. The remaining live parts of the net receipt of 
the revenue shall be placed to his Highness’s credit with the Company. 
The Governor to furnish receipts to his Highness from time to time for the 
sums that shall be received on his Highness’s account. His Highness de¬ 
clares, that during the period now agreed upon, of five years, he will 
not remove or dismiss any renter without the knowledge and consent of the 
Governor. His Highness also empowers the Governor to regulate and re¬ 
ceive all peishcash, and all other revenues of the Carnatie : allowance to 
be made only by the Governor for the amount of his Highness’s SanedvS for 
giving peishcash for one or two years, granted before the 2d day of April 
last. All new Saneds to Polygars to be given by his Highness and not by 
the Governor; such revenues to be so regulated as not to be inferior to the 
net receipts in similar circumstances. The Governor to pay one-sixth part 
also of such peishcash and other revenue to his Highness. The remainder 
to be placed to his credit, as in the case of the amount of rents. Lord 
Macartney will please to act conformably to this paper, which is signed 
and sealed in duplicate, both by his Highness and the Governor, and re¬ 
ciprocally delivered to each other. 

CX Nabob’s signature. 

^ (Signed) “ MACARTNEY, 

u Madras December 2, 1781.’* 
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Letter from the Governor-general and Council of Bengal to tb* 
Honorable .Charles Smith and Select Com mi i tee of Fort St , 
George, enclosing certain Papers purporting to be an /agreement of equal 
Force and Validity with a formal Treaty, between this Governor- 
general and Council of Bengal, and the Nabob of Argot, 
dated Fori William, April 2, 1781* 

<c IIon. Sir and Sirs, 

c( rp 

X III 7 . Nabob having deemed it expedient, in the present critical state 
of bis affair8, to send his minister Assam Cavvn on a deputation to us, 
and to invest him with full powers to treat with this government tor the 
attainment of several points, as particularly set forth in his instructions, 
we have maturely considered tne nature and extent of the requests pre¬ 
ferred by the Nabob, and have in consequence come to such resolutions 
upon them, as we doubt not will contribute equally to the support of the 
Nabob’s honor and character, the sati. •'action of his numerous creditors, 
the benefit of the Company, and the preservation of his country. For 
your complete information upon this subject, we enclose you a copy of the 
requests of the Nabob, together with a copy of the replies we have made 
to every article separately, and earnestly recommend it to you to conform 
strictly to the agreement entered into on our parts, and on the part of the 
Nabob; which, though not executed in the terms of a format instru¬ 
ment, we look upon to have all the sanction, force, and validity of a 
treaty, 

e< And for the better security that the plan of public arrangement, 
settled as we hope now, upon a permanent basis, and in such a manner 
as to secure to us the thanks of the creditors and the approbation of the 

3 L 2 
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Company, shall not be interrupted by secondary private considerations, 
or the interference of individuals, to the detriment of the general interests, 
it was our original intention to appoint a servant of this establishment to 
be our resident at the Nabob’s durbar, and the instrument of communi- 
cation from us to you upon all matters that mutually relate to the Nabob 
and (he Company, in the points abovementioned. Though we still ad¬ 
mit the propriety of such a measure, and are unwilling to deviate from our 
original intention, in preference to any of the Company’s servants upon 
another establishment, yet the very particular manner in which the 
Nabob'has recommended Mr. Richard Joseph 8ulivan to this appointment, 
and the intimate confidence with which it appears he has distinguished 
this gentleman, by joining his name ill the commission with Assam Cawn, 
and thereby making him a party to the agreement which has been con¬ 
cluded, would argue a want of respect in us towards the Nabob were we 
to withhold our assent; especially as we have an opinion of the abilities 
and integrity of Mr. Sulivan, and believe him qualified for such a 
trust. 

* 4 We have therefore thought proper to appoint Mi. Richard Joseph 
Snlivan the representative and minister of this government at the court cf 
fhe Nabob Wala Jah, for the purpose of maintaining the faith 01 this 
government in the agreement concluded with the said NA>ob, and for the 
^■presentation of such matters as may at any time require his interposition 
in that character, and in our name, either with the Nabob, or with the 
Pi evident and Council or Select Committee of Fort St. George, and we 

have <v-' ordingly granted him credentials to this effect, a copy of which k 

enclosed. 

<£ We are, honorable Sir and Sirs, 

“ Your most obedient humble servants, 

(Signed) WARREN HASTINGS. 

w EDW, WHEELER. 


Fort WiJliurrij j* pril j u 
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Letter from the Governor-general and. Council of Bengal u 
Richard Joseph Sulivan, Esq. appointing him their Representative 
and Minister at the Court of the Nabob of Arc or, dated Fort William, 
jlpril 2 , 1781. Enclosed in the above. 

“ WE the Governor-general and Council, in virtue of the Powers 
vested in us by the King and Parliament of Great Britain, and by the 
English East India Company, to direct and control the political affairs 
of all the Company’s settlements in India, relying on your fidelity, piu- 
dcnce, integrity, and circumspection, have deputed and appointed you to 
be the representative and minister of this government at the court of the 
Nabob Waula Jah j for the purpose of maintaining the faith of this go¬ 
vernment in the agreement which has been this day concluded with the 
said Nabob, and for the representation of such matters as may, at any 
time, require your interposition in that character, and in our name, 
either with the Nabob, or witn the President and Council, or Selee* 
Committee of Fort St. George; and we do hereby delegare to you full 
powers and authority to act in that country. 

i 

ct Given in Fort William under our hands, and the seal of the Company, 
this ad day of April, in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred 
and eighty-one. 

(L. S.) 

(Signed) “ Governor-General and Counc ii.. 

“ A true ►copy. 

" E. Hay, Act. Sec,” 
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The Requests of the Nabob Walla Jaii to the Govi?RNOR*o eneral. 

** L LET a treaty be firmly established between us which may last 
for ever, and be subject to no deviation. 

“ II, I am the hereditary prince of the Carnatic, and of Balia Ghaut 
under Pianghaut, and am independent of every one ; and I have entire 
right and authority over my country, mv children, my family, my ser¬ 
vants, and subjects; and have power in the political and domestic admi¬ 
nistration of my country. This ought to be altogether dependent on me, 
and let not my friends interfere in it. 

44 Ill. As the Company and English nation are the protectors of my 
honor and government, they will act in those points only where the ad¬ 
vancement of my interests is concerned. 

t 

“ IV. Ten battalions of well-disciplined troops are stationed by me 
with the Company, and are paid by me, let them take nothing from me 
except the pay of them ; and let all the contingent expenses, the hatta for 
their marches, and the repairs of the forts be by my consent, and let the 
accounts of every three months be punctually delivered to me within the 
sixth month. When peace shall be restored, I will discharge the amount 
regularly ; and lef* the Governor and Council of Madras give me a full 
receipt, and in time of peace let them assist me with these ten battalions, 
that I may settle the country subject to me, and derive some advantage 
from the expense. 

44 V. Many Poligars notwithstanding that they have met with the 
greatest favor from me in time of peace have, from their ambitious and 
rebellious views, joined my enemy llyder Ally, and begun open war. 1 
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can therefore never place any reliance upon them, or look upon them as 
deserving of favor. In this case my Subjects are to be kept iti awe by 
the punishment of these people, for which assistance is necessary. 


« VI. After peace and alliance is made between me and the English 
Company, the enemies, the security, and the danger:; of belli will be the 
same; that is to say, whoever of us suffers any injury, it will be felt by 
both of us. I therefore wish that the English in India, or the King of 
Great Britain, would make a treaty of peace wi'h the King- of Dance : 
and let the peace and security of the Carnatic, and the rights of my 


government without the connection of any one, and iny pow er to ap¬ 
point a successor in the Carnatic be settled in a solid manner, and con¬ 
cluded in the treaty. 


cc VII. In the garrisons of my forts, commandants and paymasters 
are sent, who, at the advice of their Dobhashcs with a view to profit, 
lend money to the Ryots at an exorbitant interest, and afterwards are 
pressing for the money, and interfere in the government, and assist one 
another, by which great injury is done to my subjects and to myself. 
■Let it be positively ordered that without my permission no one lend money 
to my subjects, and that for what is past as well as future, the interest on 
all loans be 12 per cent . per annum ; and that if any person should act 
contrary to this, and should distress the Ryots, I shall complain against 
him and request his removal, and the Governor and Council of Madras 
will remove him from his office, and appoint another person in his 
room. 


“ VIII. My constant wish has been to discharge the money due to 
the hoops stationed by the Company, and I have always exerted my sell 
for this purpose. From the commencement of my connection. 1 have paid 
very considerable sums on this account, and on the day that Iiyder in¬ 
vaded the Carnatic, I owed the Governor and Council of Madras less 

6 
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than one lack of pagados, which 1 was in hopes of disehargihg by re¬ 
ceiving bills from the bankers in tlie country ; when in the mean while thk 
attack of our enemy began, and instead of paying the balance in money 
to the Company, provided in my country a greater amount than that in 
rice and bullocks, and sheep for the army, besides the stores in my forts, 
of which there is a large supply in Trichinopoly, and a less quantity in 
Velorc, &c. and what was in those forts which our enemy has taken is 
in his possession. Had not my bad destiny produced many obstacles, 
there is no doubt but at this time I should not have been indebted one 
single pagoda to the Company. Of several Talooks of the Carnatic, 
which are still secure from our enemy, the collections are included in the 
accounts of the Company ; but some Talooks are assigned to my credi¬ 
tors, and ionic I have received the Peishgall in advance for. Whatever is 
* collected from these Mahals, let it be expended for the Company j but 
for the satisfaction of my creditors, my friends must be just as soon as the 
enemy shall have left my country, let the collections of those Talooks 
be given to my creditors, in order to pay ofF their principals, agreeable to 
my engagements with them. 


u IX. For several reasons, and from the invasion of my enemy, which 
are not unknown to my friends, I am greatly distressed, and my subjects 
are not in a stale to suffer me to have any hopes from them; with my ex¬ 
ertions and endeavors alone it is difficult to adjust my concerns: it is ne¬ 
cessary that my friends should be just and favorable to me, and should 
ath'uA me in this manner by giving into my hands, after the defeat of our 
enemy, the talook of Keerpah and Zeerghaut, and several Mahals in 
Ballaghaut belonging to Carnatic Pianghaut, which are in my country, 
and are my right: and I will maintain in my service five thousand well- 
disciplined hoise for the collection of it. 

“ X. The Talooks of Tan jure which is my right, I at a considerable, ex¬ 
pense, conformably to the rules and practice of llindostan, took pos- 
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session of $ ill this thy friends assisted me, for which I returned them 
thanks: since that they have, at the Sole instigation of sclf-intcrutcd people, 
taken St from me by force, which has brought great damage to mi, mv 
subjects, and creditors* To this time such is the situation. 

** Numbers of my creditor* are Englishmen, which is not unknown to 
you, as 1 have repeatedly written to you. From that time my right has 
been given up to a Ryot of mine ; but no advantage has accrued lrorn it 
to the Company's concerns j but, on the contrary, he has connected 
himself secretly with Uyder Ally and the Ma^attas, and has rcfiuul to 
supply money and stores, but*kccps till his money in Nagpatam, a Dutch 
settlement. IF my friends would act justly, and give the Talook to me, 
great advantage would be derived from k the Company’s and my affairs; 
and the views of our enemies would be counteracted \ other wise let the 
whole collections of Tanjore be 'appropriated to the payment of the Car¬ 
natic army, my public and private debts, and the expulsion o{ cur 
enemy. Tanjore is a ^Talook bf the Carnatic, and let a share of it be re¬ 
signed to my creditors, that they may be quieted and pacified in some de¬ 
gree, till my friends in England shall have done me justice, and let the 
povernor-general and Council, conformably to their justice and greatness, 
write about this matter* which is my right The Governor-general and 
council have the administration of the a {fairs of India ; if the inquiry into 
this matter depends on the gentlemen In Europe it is for the genual ad¬ 
vantage that they should write shout it. I 4m the friend of the Com¬ 
pany ; the great weight of debts, the mortgaging my jewels, and the sale 
of them, have brought; on me a disgrace and distress, which the Com¬ 
pany never meant to have come upon their old friend, 

* * 

** XI. Besides the expenses of the Cotripony, th4 pay of my troop , 
the native bankers my creditors,,the Hindoo and Mussulman*Security, 
I am indebted about seventy lacks of pagodas to European creditors, both 
old and new, and people living under the protection of the Companj. 
When I reflect on the payment of such large sum$, I am plunged into a 
von. i. 3 M 
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sea of distress. Except from the assistance of my friends^ I can see no 
release from this heavy load, that having escaped from such anxiety might 
apply myself to the cultivation of the country, and the protection of the 
Ryots. I therefore beg your advice and sentiments on this point, which I 
request you to give in such a manner as no injury may arise to my concerns 
and reputation, no detriment to my creditors, and no loss to the 
Company. 

“ A true Copy, 

‘ « E. HAY, Act. See.’* 


Replies from the Honorable the Governor-general and Council to the 
Requests of his Highness the Nabob Wallah Jah. 

“ A temporary treaty shall be made subject to the revision and approba¬ 
tion of the Company, and it is hoped that this may serve as the basis of 
another treaty, to be concluded under the orders and instructions of the 
Company, and even with the sanction of the English parliament, which 
may endure for ever, and rendered so binding, that it shall not be in the 
power of any individual to break it, or to depart frdm it. 

“ II. The right and authority which the Nabob possesses over his 
country, his cbildreri,1$ft f&n3y, his servant?, and subjects, in all the poli¬ 
tical and domestic pt Ms country, we will maintain and 

support. ' * 

,l III. Certainly. 

“ IV. Both the pay of the troops, and their batta and contingent ex¬ 
penses, and even the repairs' of the forts, if any repairs are necessary, 
ought undoubtedly to be charged to the Nabob's account, because these 
arc expenses incurred for his own immediate service, and in the time of 
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war must depend upon the commander in chief of the forces under the 
customary regulations and, restrictions. The remainder of this ai tide is 
very proper $ but it seems strange to us that a claim should be made of 
this kind, or an> doubts implied concerning it. 

* 6 V. The Nabob is the master of his own county, and the distri¬ 
butor of justice to his own subjects. This is so clear that it appears as it 
something moie was meant than is expressed in the proposition. 

i* 

“ VI. In whatever treaty shall be concluded between "the Nabob and 
the Company, it will of course be stipulated that the friends or enemies of 
cither party shall be held as equally the friends or enemies of the other, 
and their interests, thehr safety, and their danger the same. Such has 
been the implied condition pf* the alliance hitherto subsisting between the 
Nabob anil the Company, although unsupported by any written en¬ 
gagements. Respecting the latter claim of this article, we are informed 
by Assam Cawn the Nabob's Dewan, that the Nabob possesses letters 
fiom the Company, and the King's minister, and the King himself on the 
subject of his will, and he has produced copies of those from the King 
and from the Company, which all c; press a clear acknowledgment of 
the Nabob’s right to appoint a successor to the government of the Carna¬ 
tic. It is therefore unnecessary, and would be unbecoming in this go¬ 
vernment to make any provision, even in a temporary treaty, for such an 
event, which we hope i$ far distant. Such acknowledgments are equiva¬ 
lent to tieaties, and of the highest possible authority, and must be 
binding on all the servants of the Company, and on all the King’s 
subjects. 


“ VII. We are greatly afflicted that any occasion should have been 
afforded for such complaints as are stated in this article, Jjffeey are no less 
repugnant to justice, than' injurious to the English reputation. We are 
willing to engage on the part of the English Company, and of all their 

3 m % 
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dependants, that no one under their authority shall be pennitted to lend 
money to any pf the Nabob's subjects for the time to come. That it shall 
be prohibited in public orders; and iris equitable that if any person shall 
act contrary to this prohibition, or shall oppiess the Ryots, the Nabob 
shall have a right to require his removal, and the Governor and Council 
oi Madras shall be bound on such requisition to remove him, and to bring 
him to a public trial, that he may suffer such sentence as shall be due to the 
degree of the offence, if it be established against him. But as we con¬ 
ceive that it will be often difficult in cases of this nature to obtain such 
tv idence of the facts, as the Strict forms of our military laws shall require; 
and must in every casejrender the Nabob popularly obnoxious by standing 
foith, as he necessarily must, in the character of a piosecutor, against 
the teivants of the Company, to whom he ought never to be known but 
by acts of benevolence; affd as the appointment to military commands m 
his countiy is intended for his sole benefit, and the support of his govern¬ 
ment and interests, we proceed yet further to dectaie, that the Nabob has 
just claim to object to the appointment of any person of whom he shall 
disappu vc to any command In his country, m to the continuance of a iy 
person in any such command, against whom he shall have cause of suffi¬ 
cient validity for his ovyn conviction to object, and that in every such 
t ase the Governor and {jouncil ought to conform to his objections, But 
the invariable application of this rule can only be admitted in a time of 
p„a< e. In a state bfaofosd War ft might be productive of dangcious con- 
sequences, and the principle Wfajck, jt is constituted must be thcicforc 
In wiuh a reason left to the equi^’ fyt the governor and Council, and the 
diwuuion of the Command** In forces. 

< < * 4 * ,« 

u VII l. 1 htf *« just. Let rite Kabob oohsent and engage to assign' 
all the i c, enueb of hi$ country during the war, without any exception, to 
the Company, for the actual support of the war. Let the collections and 
these assignments be made by his own Aumih in conjunction with persons 
tTinoiured by the PicJdent and Council of Fort $t. George, and invested 
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with an authorityfromVSim^tp-ir^Mwe-ftom the Aumils'all the raon^y 
which shaU be collected, and to intercept ami seize aU suras of money 
which the Aumils or other^ihSli attempt to secrete from the districts under 
their jurisdiction; that the whole may be applied and exclusively appro¬ 
priated to the service of the war, excepting such sums as the Nabob shall 
require to be paid immediately to himself for his own and the necessary 
disbursements of his country $ that he will remove and punish such of hiV 
Aumils as shall attempt to elude, this regulation; and that the persons 
nbovementioned appointed to receive the revenues, as the pledge of their 
integrity, shall be required tb styear thaithey will be true to the trust re¬ 
posed in them, and that they wiil n^itfe reCeive, nor permit to be taken, 
either directly or indirectly, any portion of thq revenues, but such as they 
shall bring to a -public.; acfcoimiv as have been 
assigned to the -Nabob** shall be 

received into, the ** *we 

provided, but octal rftf \ Nabob’s 

creditors, to whpm::tb«^h^ 

amongst them, according; p**ngement 


unmeuiiuc ' fWW ' ' :;,r r ° 

of'the creditors'wiU. W tIle request 

which the cre(htora i th^^i^ i S^«e*fiitl*»l^^W|.T.Sf., 

*• ■ . .■*. ■ ; "' ■ ^ *i i »’*. 

it The recovery ofjhe from 'the.-^aqda pf the enemy 

must-be our fattibbjefr;A*, 
■t will rest Upon,pur. * rticie of a *»&• 

, -Gk Gutti, tuid the several MaMls iB^ghaut, wfcich M^g,#'Car- 
' natiev <*$W, y for 


/ 

both. 
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: ** '.X^T* , ^is*govcmtncnt hath no arithodty to inquire into the t^djjra* 

■ cal ^S^s 1 )hf the Nabobarid the'Rajah of-Tapjore. • They are : 'b£Fm* 1^,; 

a competent • tribuiwil/-''esgjsthat as ; thn.’ie^, 
*■ mindary of Tanjore is a member of the Soubah or province of Carnatic,; 
its resources shall in like manner be primarily, and at this time of com- 
mon danger, be exclusively applied t6 the maintenance' of the forces em¬ 
ployed in the defence and preservation of the ^vhole. That the revenues 
be taken in assignment,, arid prit under a commission similar to that pro¬ 
posed for the rest of Carnatic, arid received and applied in the same 
manner, and % • ; 'iJhis'-reqmadpn has been partly 

made, atid shaa T». ’-a^soye terms to the President and 

Council of Fort St. Ceorge. Brit if will rest with them to conform to it, 
or by rejecting it to take ’ the respon dbilfty '$r it upon themselves. 

v’ ^v'Sv &'£ ;V ; j < +«’k v\ % 


mi wiu Uwv <«, 1 ui »,*»«* - raurcu ms consolidated 

debts,or of otbo^iie^ ^tiot yet.brought to 'any public 

account or Whoiee&i' upon each 

debMb^ l3e-4^''tl^^yigihal: debts to the 25th No- . 
vismW **£** ' H jShat from such .debts as 

.i^toASfe'^ghjiiirmobrietbrs by purchase or other- 

fiom. the whole amount s 
and that the' -'tfie Nabob shall be finally 


debited. 




- - *w^ manner, .the sum adjudged 

to be respective to his separate credit. 

That Company's 'granted to each who”. 

. shall be enddi^$^ account of the assigned, 

revenues, in tfee ( . ; tree|pS€ 3 ^S';4*?^-'And id like manndfio 

•die creditors, FotFdf the public re*cftue;fcr : 
iheiums brought to jAindf • t jia^.it , ‘shall be 1 ' left^io^he.Ma- /; 


■ . j- „ ? ■ ' , 

bob with* the concurrence 



and Council of Fort St. deorge, 
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and the sanction of the Governor-general and Council, to appropriate such 
a portion of the revenues after the conclusion of the war, or any period 
of it, which shall admit of such an application of them, as an assignment 
For the annual payment of the debt, until the whole sh^l be discharged. 
That this plan is recommended both to the Nabob, the President and 
Council of Fort St. George, and the creditors, and will be submitted to 
the Company, in the first advices to them from this presidency. 

“ If an agreement shall take place according to the abovementioned plan, 
it will be necessary, both for the purpose of rendering it effectual and for 
pi eventing the like distresses from fulling on the Nabob and individuals 
in future, that the Nabob shall solemnly engage that he will never here¬ 
after borrow money from the Company’s servants, or any other British 
subjects. That the mo6t public notice shall be given, that no loans to the 
Nabob, or bonds accepted upon such loans, shall be valid, or the loans 
recoverable by any influence or interference of the Company or its re¬ 
presentatives. And the Governor-general and Council will engage on their 
part for themselves, the Company, and their representatives, that no 
„ authority of the Company, or of the Presidency of Fort St. George, shall 
be employed for the recovery of any debt, sb contracted. 

M A true copy. 

• (Signed) “ £. HAY, Act. Sec.” 
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Rtph of the PidhiDLNT and Select Committee of Fott $ f > George to 
the foregoing Letter of the Governor-general and Council* dated 
Fort St. George, September 3 , 1781. 

“ Hon* Sir ‘Vno Sirs, 

“ On the ccd of last month wc had the honor of receiving your letter 
of the 2cl April last, inclosing a. copy of requests made by the Nabob 
« AVallaw Jaw to the Governor-general, with your replies to them; and also 
uedentiais to Richard Joseph Sulivan JKsq. as your minister at his 
Highness^ court, and the representative of your government. Your 
letter earnestly iccomnlends tb us to conform strictly to the agreement 
entered into on your part, and On the part bf the Nabob, which, though 
not executed in the terms of a forthal instrument, you look upon to havu 
all the sanction, force, and validity of a weary, No paper entitled or 
purporting to be an agreement, or appearing to have been executed by 
contracting parties, was included in or accompanied your letter, though 
your expression is thaJtbe agreement Was not executed in the t^rms of a 
formal Instrument* However $s there is an additional clause of mutual 
acceptance in the copy'of^nr^plies, which has been transmitted by the 
Nabob to our Pre*tden^o$ the e#th past, we consider ourselves possessed 
o{ the outlines of yoorjpkm respecting hi* Highness. 

< , * . »■ 

K 

“ dhe task of simple obedience^ ihp commands of our supei ions is 
not only a safe and easy but is chearful one to us, who, for from find¬ 
ing oui honor concerned in the possession of extensive or independent au¬ 
thority, place our piide iti fyhhfully,and zealously fulfilling, though not 
ill excelling, whatever trust may happen to Lave been reposed in us. In 
this disposition, we should fiel ourselves lightened of no common burden, 
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if we had a certainty that our strict conformity to the agreement entered 
into by you with the Nabob of the Carnatic, (which you consider in the 
light of a treaty,) or to the plan of public arrangement, which it is aLo 
called, made by you with that Prince in the first instance, without ;>n\ 
previous application from or concurrence of the Presidency of Madras 
would free us from all responsibility in acknowledging their validity, oj 
abiding by their contents. We find ourselves obliged bv the dictates oi 
duty, and of prudence, to restrain the inclination, which the habit ot 
recurring to your superintending power in some instances agreeably to 
act of parliament, and our personal respect and esteem for the Governor- 
general and other members of your board, on all occasions have natural !v 
excited in our minds to yield implicitly to every direction we receive from 
you. But having accepted the employments in which we are now en¬ 
gaged, we are not to call in doubt the wisdom of our masters in the limit¬ 
ation of the authorities they have delegated to their respective servants. 
The extension of power beyond the bounds prescribed by them, in what¬ 
ever part of their possessions, must be equally contrary to the system of their 
establishment. And they who subscribe to the exercise of authority in 
contradiction to this system would be condemned for being ignorant and 
incapable, as well as negligent of the:*- duty. We have, in search of 
our own justification for acknowledging your right to make an agreement 
with the Nabob of the Carnatic, gone through a careful perusal of such 
of the public records, as contain the sentiments of our employers on'the 
subject of alliances or connections with the Princes of India. We find 
that the Company, desirous, at all times, to restrain its principal views to 
commercial objects, for which it was originally instituted, has repeatedly 
recommended t,o its servants, to avoid entering into the political pursuits, 
or intrigues of the Princes of India; and considered “ a rage for negoci- 
“ ations, treaties, and alliances to have private advantage more for its 
“ object than the public good.” The Court of Directors, therefore, pre¬ 
viously to the act of parliament establishing your government, never de- 

f „ 

legated the general power of making treaties in India, to its servants in 
VOL. i. 3 N 
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any one settlement; but confined the intercourse of its several presidencies 
■with the country powers, to those in their respective neighbourhood, 
the instructions from the Company to each separate presidency, particu¬ 
larly pointing out th^ line of conduct which was to be pursued towards 
those Princes with whom it was from situation -inevitably connected. 
This precaution appeared to them to become the more essential after the 
period took place, when, notwithstanding the use of the Mogul’s name in 
all transactions throughout India, as well as the coin of our ow n mints, 
and the existence of Nabobs in every province, the English Presidencies 
of Fort William and Fort St. George veere directed, and really had an in¬ 
spection over the general administration of the countries respectively ad¬ 
joining to them. Before the controling power given by parliament to your 
Board, as well as since, it would have been thought a most unwarranted 
and preposterous interference in the government of Bombay or of Madras, 
to propose any treaty or arrangement with the northern Nabobs of Bengal 
or Oude; and we must admit it as a fact, that the President and Council 
of Fort William before that period had not attempted to negociate, either 
with the distant Nabob of Arcot or Rajah of Tanjore. The political 
views and conduct of those southern Princes and the general government 
of their territories, without meddling in the detail of their administration, 
form indeed a great part of the instructions, from the Court of Directors, 
to the Presidency and Council of Fort St. George. Those countries arc 
either by express words, or by implication, constantly included within the 
limits prescribed to the authority of the Madras Presidency; and their 
forts are garrisoned by troops under its sole and immediate command. 
The Nabob of Arcot and the Rajah of Tanjore, who owe their posses¬ 
sions to the arms of the Company, are almost in every letter directed to 
be kept dependent on its protection. Alarm is taken at any intelligence 
of either of them aiming at independence. The President and Council 
of Madras are particularly and alone commanded to frustrate every such 
attempt* Before the establishment of your Board by the Legislature of 
Great Britain, the power of making treaties and arrangements, and. even 
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of controling the Nabob Waulaw Jaw in certain cases, thus seems to have 
been originally vested in this Presidency. Not able to trace, in the gradual 
institutions of the different Presidencies, or in the subsequent orders of the 
Company, or in the history of their transactions, any ground for autho¬ 
rizing us to acknowledge the power of the government of Bengal to treat 
with the Princes of the Carnatic, we have anxiously sought for it in the 
act of the British parliament establishing regulations for the better ma¬ 
nagement of the affairs of the East India Company. In this act, however, 
we cannot find any new and positive authority to the Governor-general and 
Council to make treaties directly and immediately with Indian Princes. It 
does not take away; but it does not extend the power which, under the 
instructions of the Company, the Presidency of Fort William had hitherto 
enjoyed of forming alliances.. The additional authority delegated by law 
in this respect, we must confess, appears, as far as the expression extends, 
to be merely negative. “ Without its consent and approbation first had 
<e and obtained, the other Presidencies cannot legally make any orders for 
“ commencing hostilities, or declaring, or making war against any Indian 
4t princes or powers, or for negociating or concluding any treaty of peace, 
“ or other treaty with any such Indian princes or powers, except in such 
■ * cases of imminent necessity as would render it dangerous to postpone 
46 such hostilities or treaties, until the orders from the Governor-general 
“ and Council might arrive; and except in such cases, when the said 
“ Presidents and Councils respectively shall have received special orders 
“ from the Company.” This negative power established somewhere was 
indeed absolutely requisite for the preservation of a consistent system in 
the treaties to be formed by the different Presidencies with the different 
Princes of India. It is possible that a desire of adhering to this principle 
of consistency may have prevented the extension of your power to form 
alliances with those Princes whose situation and affairs connect them with 
the other Presidencies, lest in the, cases, provided by the act of imminent 
necessity, or of special orders from the Company, the treaties thus entered 
into by those other Presidencies with -their respective neighbours without 

3 N 2 
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your knowledge or concurrence might be defeated by those you might 
have contracted with them, had you the authority of immediately and di¬ 
rectly treating with all the powers of India indiscriminately. 

* e To this important and remedial law we think ought to be given the 
most liberal and extensive, but a just and candid construction. We hold 
that it virtually gives the lead and supereminence to your Board in all 
general transactions ; and ought to be considered as having, though it has 
not literally, committed to you the exclusive charge of arranging the great 
line of policy with those sovereigns who are really and totally independent 
of any of our governments. If however this controling power, which is 
wisely entrusted to your Board residing at Fort William, had been trans¬ 
ferred to another Board, consisting of the same persons established at 
Bombay, and even expressly empowered to treat directly with all Indian 
Princes, yet an attempt on its part to form arrangements with the heredi¬ 
tary Princes, still governing considerable territories in the provinces of 
Bengal or Bahar, without the knowledge or concurrence of the Presidency 
at Calcutta on whom those Princes depend, would be considered as a 
misapprehension of the meaning, and an abuse of the authority of the 
legislature. It would be equally improper to meddle in the concerns of 
the hereditary Rajahs of the Circars, dependent on the Presidency of 
Madras. We do not apply this reasoning to the Nabob Walaw Jaw, 
who, notwithstanding the express cpmmands to prevent his independence, 
notwithstanding the double or divided government which has in conse¬ 
quence subsisted in the Carnatic, still claims, and enjoys superior privi¬ 
lege. But we must be guided in our determinations upon this subject by 
the instructions of our honorable employers. In their letter of the 18th 
of last October, after delivering their opinion on the plans proposed for 
remedying the defects in the present system on the coast, “ They direct 
“ this Presidency,** to negociate the business with the Nabob, <c and ex- 
a press the continuance of their hope that his Highness may,** in concert 

with us, forthwith establish certain resources, “ and heartily join us in 

x. 
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M the most powerful exertions, and make such speedy and judicious 
u arrangements as shall appear proper and satisfactory to us. But if that 
“ Prince should finally refuse his consent to arrangements which equally 
te involve his welfare and the safety of their property in one common 
“ cause,” they then desire us to apply to you who, in such case , are 
'empowered to furnish us with instructions how to proceed. x 

<£ These positive directions appear to mark the precise boundaries of the 
authority confided respectively in this Presidency and in your superintend¬ 
ing Board. We are bound not only by the general instructions founded 
on the nature < 3 f"our situation and the connection of our affairs; but also 
by the special orders of the Company to be the actors in the negocintion 
and arrangement with the Nabob. If we fail in accomplishing our pur¬ 
poses we are to apply to you for instructions how to proceed for securing 
their accomplishment. Then commences your power, which consists, 
not in acting yourselves, but in instructing us' how we shall act. We 
apprehend that the duty of acting, ”hen we are ordered to act, is as obli¬ 
gatory upon us as a forbearance from what we are prohibited to attempt. 
Were we to pretend that we were sheltered under the authority of your 
immediate interference, your own words might be brought to convict us 
of a wilful perversion of the Company's instructions. In your letter of 
the 26th February 1781, on the subject of the Nabob of the Carnatic, 
you tell us, that in your opinion we had a claim of right to assistance 
from him; you tell us, that the present case would certainly justify us in 
demanding from him the immediate transfer of his whole country in ex¬ 
clusive assignment for the expenses of the war; you earnestly advise our 
adoption of this measure, and you add, that had you the authority to com¬ 
mand ^ you should peremptorily command it* After this strong and solemn de¬ 
claration we fear that we should find no excuse, in considering the commu¬ 
nication of the sentiments you held, in regard to the Nabob on the 2d 
April, in any other light than that of those others which you held con¬ 
cerning him on the 26th February preceding, which is simply as youi 
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earnest advice ; and that we should not be justified in supposing that the 
terra recommendation which you use in the letter we now answer, ought 
to be understood as a method of conveying your commands for that 
purpose. A strict conformity to your wishes has the less chance of free¬ 
ing us from a responsibility of the measures w r e adopt, that we cannot 
deny the latitude you have not only allowed, but commended in the use 
of our own discretion, on subjects even where your expressions had been 
peremptory; as in the case of the regular treaty executed by you in 
January last, for ceding to the Dutch the southern provinces of the Car¬ 
natic, in return for a loan of troops against Ilydcr Ally: You have, with 
a candor that must reflect the truest honor on your proceedings, declared, 
in a second letter, of the 2d of April, from your Board, that you were 
pleased at our rejection of that treaty. And we doubt not but you v ill be 
equally satisfied with any solid objections offered to you against similair 
proposals. 

“ The result of our investigation is doubly painful to us, as it has 
strengthened our doubts concerning the power exercised by you on the 
present occasion; and as it consequently forces us, not merely to obey, 
but previously to examine, and only if we approve, to conform to the 
plan of arrangements you have made with the agents of the Nabob. This 
plan we must suppose contained in your replies to the Nabob’s requests, 
being the only paper which you have communicated to us expressive of 
your sentiments. Its name and nature show that it must bear relation to 
the paper to which, very properly, it is a polite and respectful answer, 
and must in some degree partake of its qualities. Both are somewhat 
general and diffuse as all primary discussions must be, though they are 
meant to lead afterwards to terms more precise and definitive. The first 
request i e for the firm establishment of such a treaty between the Nabob 
and you as shall last for ever, and be subject to no deviation. Though 
you look upon these replies to have all the sanction, force, and validity 
of a treaty, yet you promise that a temporary treaty shall he made, 
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which you hope may serve as a basis of another treaty such as he desires; 
but as neither of these is directed to be made by us, we avoid the pain of 
observing on this sort of triple alliance, in contradiction to those maxims, 
by the pursuit of which we have kept in the strictest friendship with his 
Highness for near thirty years, without the intervention or assistance of a 
single article of agreement ever executed between us, exclusively of other 
powers. To the assertion of the Nabob, that he is hereditary Prince of 
the Carnatic and independent of every one, and that he has entire right 
over the same, and to hi$ desire that his friends should not interfere in the 
political and domestic administration of his country, as you reply simply 
that you will maintain his rights without agreeing to his assertions of what 
they are, or complying with his desire of not interfering with his govern¬ 
ment ; we have only to observe, you have avoided a discussion that might 
prove disagreeable to his Highness, and left us on those points to our own 
discretion. To the assurances he gives himself that the Company and 
English nation being the protectors of his honor and government, will 
act on those points only where the advancement of his interests is con¬ 
cerned, you in one word certainly accede. As this article alludes to an 
interference in the administration which, in some points, it seems to 
alio v, we wish to have those points ascertained, or to be informed who 
shall be judges of them, and what restriction those words are really meant 
to convey. 

" That part of the fourth article, in which he requests that the marches 
of the troops should be by his consent, and that in time of peace the 
Governor and Council should assist him with ten battalions, to enable 
him to settlji the country subject to him, you shortly declare to be very 
proper. We mi&t however observe, that the command and disposition of 
the troops depending on their marches have ever been held with a most 
jealous eye by our honorable employers, who have ever constantly per* 
sisted in denying to the Nabob even the satisfaction of calling those ten 
battalions by the name of bis troop,' lest even so trilling a circumstance 
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fhculd have the chance of giving him any kind of influence over them. 
What is meant by a demand of the assistance of those ten battalions for 
settling his country, we wish to know, before we form any judgment of 
its propriety. We know not how troops can be properly said to contri¬ 
bute to the settlement of a country. If it be meant that he should have 
the Company’s forces to Enable him to punish or extirpate any of hi* 
tributaries, and if it be proper to lend our forces for such a purpose, 
should we not plainly say so, without reserve or ambiguity ? If the Nabob 
is to be assisted only in certain cases, and on certain conditions, those 
cases and conditions should have been precisely ascertained and fixed, in 
that article which is to be as valid as a treaty, without^which it is impos¬ 
sible to know whether its intent be followed or neglected; and without 
which it is a form, without substance or effect. If it were meant that he 
should always be assisted on his simple requisition, it h not impossible but- 
he might soon require what he has hitherto in vain solicited from the Court 
of Directors, the means of attacking contrary tq their' express commands, 
those principal tributary Rajahs who claim and depend.upon the protection 
both of the -Crown and of the Company. If it be intended to leave to 
the discretion of the President and Council of Madras, in what instances 
the Nabob is to have the assistance of our troops, there appears not much 
occasion for a clause compelling men to do what they shall think proper to 
be done \ but the misfortune of such a clause is, that it is apt to establish 
in the minds of such of the contracting parties whom it seems to favor, a 
sort of claim which, being undefined, is measured only by the wishes of the 
claimant. These observations may apply in some degree to the subsequent 
article concerning the refractory Polygars. 

a The sixth reply, as far as it foresees the stipulations of a future 
treaty, to take place under the immediate sanction of the Company, 
commands our respect, but can be no object of discussion at this Board. 
We hope also that the succession to the Carnatic is an event so distant that 
we may safely postpone the consideration of it. We must however ob* 
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serve that nothing has been found upon our records to confirm the informal 
,; 'a%n you mention to have received from Assam-Cawn, implying an acS 
- s fcapwtedgment of the Nabob’s right to appoint a successor to his govern. ^ 
We possess the copy of a letter from his Majesty simply c£§nessive, 

• is to this subject, of his receipt of the Nabob’s will, and o&his royal 
promise, that the same shall be preserved as a sacred, deposit till his 
Highness’s decease. Another copy of the will has been entrusted to this 
Presidency, to be kept unopened during the testator’s life. But we have 
not been able to trace at||^ognitioTi of his right to dispose of the Car- 
. natic, nor any Other order on the subject, except an instruction from the 
Company, “ to secure to his Highness’s children the- government of the 
“ Carnatic in a just and lineal succession, according to the phermaund 
“, from the Emperor, Shati Allum, and the treaty of 1768, between the 
** Company, the Soiibah of the Becan, and the Nabob;” any choice 
made by the Nabob, thpiigh indifferent in itself, in a political light 
might be productive,^of confus^n, if it should happen to clash with the 
line of succession abpveihentiontd. After those plain and positive com¬ 
mands we must suppose some mistake in the copies* or some misappre¬ 
hension of the meaning of papers , presented to you, inferring that the 
appointment of a Successor to the : Carnatic is entirely open to his 
Highness. , , i \\ 


1 , *• ' ' *'‘ v -f ! » 1 * . J 

“ The complaints stated in the seventh article, which we understand arc 
in many instances well founded, are a disgrace to the Government which 
has suffered them to continue. It will require a strict and steady hand to 
prevent a conduct of which the habit and frequency seem to have deadened 
the sense of its impropriety among many of the military, as well as .civil, 
servants of the Company. The crime of disobedience superadded in 
this instance 5 to the baseness of usury, ought to be publicly and positively 
reprobated; wherever by legal evidence it could be brought home to the 
officer or paymaster, the punishment, no doubt, should be exemplary: 
he should not have the subterfuge of ascribing his disgrace to the caprice, 
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to the views and instructions .of the Court of Directors, to suffer the 
Nabob to possess any degree of influence over ou; army. The obligation, 
however, which-you conclude from the above declaration, ought to be 
imposed upon the Presidency of Madras to conform to the desire of the 
Nabob in the removal of officers from their commands, would necessarily 
give such influence to his Highness. It is the intention of the Company 
that the disposal of their officers and troops should remain in time of peace 
as well as war, with the President and Council, to whom, among other 
matters, they have delegated that high trust. It is their duty to remove 
all officers on reasonable grounds, and to be attentive to the objections, 
and even to the wishes of the Nabob in this and in every other respect. 
But the ultimate decision and determination must be in the Company it¬ 
self, through the medium of its servants residing, on the spot. 

<c Your eighth reply contains a plan concerning the finances of the Carna¬ 
tic, different from the eamesfcadvi&e you had been pleased to give us on this 
subject in your letter of the ^6tn of February last. This first advice com¬ 
ing with all the weight of joist wisdom and experience, and confirtned by 
our own immediate observations, had taken such possession of our minds, 

• ’ ' , . k > v,’ < ' 1 * 

that we with repugnance resolve oh g’ving a preference to your latter 
over your former opinion. 1 

, ;‘r i . . * y i 

<c The plan of collecting the revenues by the Nabob's own Aumlls in con¬ 
junction with persons appointed by the Presidency of Madras, ha? been 
already tried in the province of Trichinopoly : and has answered no pther 
purpose than that of giving rise to mutual complaints, altercations'and 
suspicions between the Nabob's and the Company's servants. Tu^Iatter 
do not hesitate to;declare that the public orders given by hjs"Highness 
are either not sufficiently decisive, or are so counteracted or evaded as to 
be rendered ineffectual for the collection of the revenue: while the Au- 
mils impute the deficiences tp the interference of the Company's receiv¬ 
ers. It is obvious that if a successful collection of the revenue depended 

. 302 ' 
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upon the exertion and authority of the Nabob, and that hit Highnmhad y ~ 
been -sincerely disposed to let the. Company have them to defray the ex- . 
penses of the war, those revenues might have been thrown into e ■ 
Company’s treasury immediately from his HighnessV officers without the 
intervention of our receivers. Whether the total failure which has,hap- ■ 
pcned in this respect be owing to the want of inclination, power, 01 

skilful management on the part of his Highness, .the fact equally proves 

the necessity of using other means than those which have hitherto prove # 
to be ineffectual. It appears in a statement delivered to us by the ac 
counlant of this presidency that the Nabob is now in arrears to the Com- 
pany upwards of twenty lacks of pagodas, and since the commencement 
of hostilities has scarcely furnished any jhihg towards the maintenance, 
of the war. The revenues to be recovered during the troubles can mdec 
at any rate bear only a small proportion to die expanses they occasion: 
Yet the assignment you now propose under the authority of his Highness 
for the reimbursement of those expenses is to terminate with the war, 
during which they cannot be yeitobursed. the immediate transfer of hi. 
country, which in your former letter you had considered as justified m 
demanding from the Nabob, in exclusive assignment for the expenses of 
the war, would no doubt afford a more'simple, certain mid expeditious 
methods of ’retrieving the fipances.of the to^c. front the disord* m o 
v hichw l>y puM«: and private debts, to the amount of abou one 
LkiiwL, they are plunged to such a degree at last, that "° wea ^ 
remedy Sas a certainty of being eflectuak. However, though it does not 
depend upon our will to adopt yonr presentiments on tins occasion, 
we can adapt our conduct to them, and jhall endeavor, by the means, 
and in the manner fan now propose to effectuate objec.s, m die accom¬ 
plishment of which the Company, theNafesb, : »nd most ol the mdvi-, 
dual, of this settlement, are essentially interested. We jom with you in 
thinking that the territory of Tanjore is not in circumstances so dtssurular 
from those of the re=t of the Carnatic, as to prevent us from attempting to 
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try the same methods throughout the, whole a3 far as the arms of the 
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enemyj?ill admit* ■ - 




. c f The reply to the Nabob’s request concerning his creditors,, which 
you give in the name and language of an advice to, his Highness, can 
scarcely be thought included in any treaty to which those creditors are 
not made parties. We do not foresee how far they all will relish the loss 
of interest after the 25th November next, or how far the assignees of the 
original creditors will be reconciled to the loss of 25 per cent, of the prin¬ 
cipal due to them $ or how far the old creditors of the Nabob,*whose case 
is thought by many to stand on stronger ground than the others, may 
consider themselves, or be considered by the Company, as injured by losing 
the preference in the discharge of their demands to which they esteem 
themselves entitled. But we hold it a matter of very serious deliberation 
to subject the Company to the payment of any large sums by the execu¬ 
tion of bonds in its name, on Recount of the assignment of lands to the 
creditors, as it may not perhaps*be 'thought entirely consistent with our 
duty to suffer the discharge of any private debts out of the revenues of the 
Carnatic, till those of the Company shall have first been liquidated; we 
feel ourselves indeed inclined to go ev^y Lngth which our duty will per¬ 
mit in the settlement of those demands, not only on account of the hard¬ 
ships suffered by individuals, but from our desire of removing the anxiety 
we are sensible the continuance of them has given to the just mind of his 
Highness. So ancient and so valuable a friend of the Company and the 
English .nation, merits every effort that we cart make for enabling him to 
pass the remainder of his life with,happines8 and honor. These are mat¬ 
ters on. which we should wish, if, possible, to Kaye ipecial instructions 
from our honorable employers: perfjgtly stultified an< i happy to receive 
them from your Board, as far as we Sfe authorized to abide b^ . them in 
these instances,. 


•* « e The attentive consideration which we have given; to your replies has 
^tisen not only from the respect with which we shall ever regard all your 
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proceedings ; but also from our desire to find our duty and our inclina¬ 
tion equally concur in the adoption of them: for we think it will redound 
to oUr particular credit, as well as to , the benefit of the Company, that a 
perfect union of sentiments, as well as of conduct, should subsist be¬ 
tween us. It shall never be broken, by any instructions you will please to 
send us; if, in some instances we cannot consider them as commands, 
we shall be thankful for them as most respectable advice ; and where we 
deviate from you in opinion, we shall hope to account for our own, 
in such a. manner, as will either reconcile you to our determination, 

m , '' .jiU ^ V , J 

or induce you to point out to us our mistakes. We shall, in every 
part of our conduct, endeavor, to remove whatever impression your 
immediate interposition in tire business of this, coast may have left 


upon the public, of your dissatisfaction or distmion with us. But we 
cannot answer for the consequences which, miy arise from the interven¬ 
tion of any other person exerting your authority, or interfering with 
dur duty. We have already dwtjlt with pain on facts and observations 
which concur in throwing updn us exclusively the charge of immediately 
making with the Nabob of the" Catmric all treaties and arrangements, in 
the formation of which, incertain cases, we are entitled to apply for the 
benefit ©f your instructions howwd: shall proceed. The power of depute 
ing ministers to ; fomg^ Pripces is not expressly granted either b ; law or 
charter to any of tt is incident to the right of forming 

' y , s ' 1 ^ “ft, M ^ 1( + vT hjj*. ■' * 

alliances with sucji ; ^cito ' ojJhly where the other can beex- 

ci eked. Hi© particularly careful to ad- 
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mit of no intercourse betwe&a ' the Nabob and any of its servants but 
through the Governor of Madras* and has even requested his Highness 
to conmiunicate. his intention to the Court of Directors through no other 
channel. The presidency of Madras is the only minister from the Com¬ 
pany to the Na^ob who resides in tne seat ©f our government; and what 
we have already quoted"of the Director’s letter of the iSth October 1780, 
seems to indicate that you, gentlemen, cannot have any other, for you 
are not empowered to be otherwise connected with the Nabob than by 


instructing us how, to proceed toward him, when in oury difficulties we 
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shall apply to yotf for that purpose. As they who cannot themselves ne¬ 
gotiate caiihot appoint a minister to negotiate 5 so the representatives of 
power, is you ire of that of the East India Company, in several in- 
stances, darinot delegate their representation, without a special clause of sub¬ 
stitution, which is not to be discovered either in the act of parliament, or 
the commission or intructions of the Company. , We must continue 
therefore to give you the .trouble of addressing ourselves to you imme¬ 
diately for your consent and approbation, or for your instructions in the 
respective cases where we are. authorized to apply to you for either of 
them. Thopgh the credentials you have granted include the terms of 
representative and minister as distinct Offices, we should have thought our¬ 
selves liable to the suspicion of searching for objections in considering 
them otherwise than as synonymous expressions, but that in the purposes 
you declare to have in view, you add, to that of maintaining your treaty 
with the Nabob, an interposition in your name and in the character of 
Representative of your Goverpiftert. with the President and Council, or 
Select Committee of Fort St. George. A' minister in a foreign state, 
though he represents his own sovereign, carries with him no power of in¬ 
terference, because his constituents would hot, pn the spots, be possessed 
oT shy. But, a new representation of government within its own limits, 
destroys at once every previous deputation. The more completely you 
are vested by the British legislature with, the authority of the East India 
Company over ms, the more necessarily a transfer of that authority to, 
or representation of it jby> a person residing pn the spot (if the same could 
legally be done) would become a substitution of that person in the place 
all those who now are'obeyed with the immediate administration of the 
Presidency. In fact# ‘tfl SM jadluster'-aRdi representative is to secure you 
against any intefrupwi^^^gton Arrangement that thjght be 

attempted ffony>' sett&fj ; *>r J the intetferehce of 

individuals, and 1# ctn^fS the busmens of represenra- 

tion to the Nabob hnd pi to maintain* the faith of "'your govern- 

snent in the agre$||$| pdwilh h» BfigHness v it’carries the ap.' 


against any intefruptliapOT 
, attempted from $edo?l$ 
individuals, and: ilempbl 
tion to the Nabob and 
ment in the agreenilittti 
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tors, and the <rejpresehta|ives of the"G6vtoc^*gene^^; S^^Cfe^cil,. re* 
sidintr at once in the same Presidency, arid independent- each other, 
are likely to be productive of evils which cannot tvrtn -certainty be 
avoided otherwise than bya removal of o& or other of ihdse .deputed 


powers* 


T** 

■ f * -i ■ 


« As neither qur President not ;any other member of the present Select 
*'Committee:of Madras, were in the'tepipbrary actyiiriistratioh, which sub-, 
tasted here oij the 2d April last, whdti.ybt#thought it necessary to witty 4 */ 
draw yofir confidence from that-Bdard/ we cannot feel ourselves hurt 
the preference you gave, ori tfWt particular occasion,: to J ap individual for *, 
maintaining the fairh of your ; but We do not hesitate to expect */: 

your candid* OpjiuoiCthaj/the governing chambers '■/ 

of this Presidency:$£pom^ arid solemn deliberation, by the 

Company, charged! with their interests, and vested with their authority 
cnjhe coasts ^ ; j^rontaadel and Orixa^ have a claim for your exclusive , 
confidence,. in the endeavors • to be pursued Mere for, the Company’s*, - 
wel, ■ , -2 


“ Your IWtekind to Fort St. Geoige, 

since the , — - *—^ “ *- - 

•dered only' as *an:pt^ordi 
which, wheajnadfe vou no.: 
the occasion^ 

effect had ceaM»};wjfE: : a«!'^|^'.^ 
of-your choice ontftj 


m'PCjh iperit, lpiorbi- W thAulftft '<£ 
Company. 


. is to be consi- 

\S v * y *; 1 ■ n ' > * w 

i^ppral conduct,' and' 
necessity of' 

? r % t • V* s * 

’ 'ii&ctoe the object C 
,: ? gcntlen» n of 
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cc Mr. Richard Joseph Sulivan at the very time that he was confidential 
secretary to the Select Committee of this Presidency, and consequently 
possessed of all the views and secrets of the Company as far as relate to 
this government, privately entered into the service of the Nabob, with 
whom, by the orders of the Court of Directors, none of the Company 
servants are allowed to have any communication without a permission 
from the President. He undertook his Highness's plan of independence 
so reprobated by the Company, as well as of those other projects contained 
in his requests, with which you have either positively refuted, or have 
simply declined complying. If he acknowledged himself to your Hoard 
to have been secretary to this Committee, you must have cither supposed 
that he had resigned that office before his acceptance of a charge from 
another master, or that he had the permission of his superiors for holding 
both. The fact is however otherwise ; and your letter was the first inti¬ 
mation to the Committee of Mr. Sulivan’s commission from the Nabob. 
The resignation of his office ?t the Board was subsequent to your nomi¬ 
nation of him as your representative. The acceptance of an office on an¬ 
other establishment, without the approbation of the Board, in whose 
service he continued, was thought.a sufficient ground-by the members of 
it at that time, for coming to a resolution of calling upon him on his 
arrival here to justify his conduct. We however do not wish to treat him 
with harshness, and though our lenity may possibly be considered as in¬ 
jurious to the discipline of the service, yet, from respect to your partiality 
for him, from respefct to the name he bears, and from a willingness to 
bilieve that he has erred rather through levity than ill intention, we yet 
forbear to punish him for his misconduct, and we trust that so signal an 
instaifcc of our moderation wall be a most convincing proof of our sincere 
desire to cultivate and maintain the most perfect harmony and good cor¬ 
respondence with you. 

1 » 

Our President indeed thought that even the appearance of anv Inter- 
: option of this disposition w f as an evil, if possible, to be avcuueu. nc 
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therefore wished that the whole of this proceeding, hew anti intricate in 
its nature, and applying by the change, which has lately happened in this 
government, to circumstances different perhaps in your estimation from 
thosd which impelled you to the.measure, should remain suspended, un¬ 
til he should learn through the Governor-general, in their private confi¬ 
dential communications, whether your Board would still think it necessary 
to pursue the whole of their plan; but ic has been announced with such 
ceremonies of solemn and public notoriety, that the alternative of silence 
was no longer in our power : we have therefore, in our observations on 
the contents of your dispatches, ventured to discharge our minds freely 
to you, trusting to your candor and justice that the most liberal inter¬ 
pretation will be given to what we mean as a liberal communication of our 

■ 

sentiments. It arises from what we conceive to be the absolute duty of 
our station, and from our attachment to the service in which we are en- 

r 

gaged. We have sedulously avoided all general reasoning upon the pro¬ 
bable expediency or consequences of public measures ; confining ourselves 
to those objects which called for our immediate determination. We 
mistrust our own opinions, aware that probabilities are but uncertainties, 
that all possible does not become actual evil, and so averse to all spirit 
of altercation or contention, that should your resolutions remain un¬ 
changed by our representations, we are perfectly inclined to subscribe to 
them. For we are sensible that public business can be carried on with 
success by the concurrence of such persons only, as are disposed to com¬ 
municate fully and frankly their judgment of circumstances as they arise, 
but are equally ready to acquiesce in, and act according to the more en¬ 
lightened decision of their superiors or colleagues. 

“ We have the honor to be with high esteem and respect. 
Honorable Sir and Sirs, 

“ Your most obedient and most humble servants, 
(Signed) « MACARTNEY. 

“ ANTIi. SADLJF.R. 
“ MR. WILLIAMS/* 
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No. XL 

A 

Letter from Warren Hastings Esq . /o Lord Macartney on the Sub¬ 
ject of a Treaty with the Nabob, /?mr Ganges near Bangui - 

poor, 23</ 17S1. 

► 

“ My Lord, 

“ In the letter, which I have already had the honor to address to your 
Lordship, I expressed my regret that I had not known of your appoint¬ 
ment in time, to have furnished you with explanations on some particular 
points, of which I expect that an advantage will have been taken to pre¬ 
judice your mind with injurious and dangerous opinions of the designs of 
this government with relation to yours. From the candor which your 
Lordship appears to possess, I have no doubt that I should have found it 
an easy point to satisfy you of me propriety and fairness of our acts, and 
even of their necessity. But as it has happened, you will have taken 
your line, and ^ny thing which I can write upon past subjects may arrive 
too late to produce their effect. I feel the discouragement of this reflec¬ 
tion, but shall not yield to it, trusting that you will have had the caution,» 
under whatever impression, to avoid so decided a conduct as may dis¬ 
able you from yielding to the influence of better information, or (which 
I rather expect) th^t you will have at once resolved to adopt our prin¬ 
ciples, and heartily to support and carry the measures formed upon them 
into effect. 

tc Let me premise that our government has a weight of business of its 
own already as great as it can sustain, and a responsibility sufficiently ha¬ 
zardous and delicate in itself to make it dread any addition to it; and 
my Lord, I fancy that you have found ihe affairs of the Carnatic in a 
state which could afford little temptation to us, were we ever so vacant 
of employment, to assume a participation in the conduct and events of 

3 p 2 
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its administration. This may serve for a general proof, that it was not 
from choice that we have in any instance interfered in the concerns of 
that province, or of your presidency. I desire your Lordship to look back 
on the transactions of the last twelve months, and weigh by your own 
judgment the many things that we have done for the relief and preserva¬ 
tion of Fort St. George. That which was undeniably good has been ac¬ 
cepted as a rightful claim. The rest, as I am told, either treated with 
dent-ion, or resented as injurious. I allude particularly to the treaty proposed 
with the Dutch, a measure extorted by the cries of despair, and judged 
in the elation of a sudden return of success ; and to the agreement lately 

concluded with the Nabob Waulau lah. To this I shall confine the se- 

, * * 

<juel of this letter. 

« The letters from the President and Select Committee of Fort St. 
George from the beginning of the war with Hyder, had invariably repre¬ 
sented the resources of the Carnatic as lost beyond all hope to them, 
either from the Nabob’s inability to collect them, or his determination to 
wirh-hold them. We expressed it as our firm opinion that every rupee of 
the Carnatic ought to be primarily and exclusively applied to its defence; 
that as our force alone maintained it, we had a right to demand assign¬ 
ments of the whole revenue, and even to take if, if refused. In the 
mean time they had made the demand, and the Nabob had refused it; 
but the demand and refusal were in one instance so mysterious that we 
could not comprehend the latent causes of either. The Gircars of On- 
gaie, &c. had been assigned to the Nabob’s private creditors, but as they 
had gained nothing by the assignment, they proposed to transfer it to the 
Company on the condition that credit should be given them in the Com¬ 
pany’s name for the receipts, that these might be employed in the mean 
time for the t xpences of the war. The Committee demanded the assign¬ 
ment, but took no notice of the condition $ and the Nabob naturally 
refused it, because he had already granted it to his creditors; and with 
this state of the case, both parties referred it to us, the creditors remon¬ 
strating against the mode in which the demand was made as subjecting 
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the Nabob to a rejection of it, by which all parties must be losers; and 
the Committee stating it as a confirmed Proof of the Nabob’s dis¬ 
affection. 

u At the same time the Nabob’s Dewan Assam Cawn and Mr. Richard 

* 

Sulivan arrived in Calcutta, charged with a special commission from the 
Nabob to conclude a treaty with this government, of which the first con¬ 
dition, and the first apparent object of their deputation, was, that we 
would accept an assignment of his revenues, and employ then on the 
public service: and this condition was not otfered for our benefit, but 
solicited, as if his interest alone was likejv to be promoted by our assent 
to it. 

“ This was the foundation of the agreement; and as it promised a 
most seasonable relief to the Carnatic, which we could not easily afford, 
having already exhausted both our resources and credit in that and other 
emergent occasions of the Company’s affairs j we readily and gladly 
accepted the offer, guarding it with such provisions as appeared to us 
necessary to prevent its being defeated, or perverted to other purposes. 
Your Lordship will not ask why we thought, our intervention on this occa¬ 
sion necessary, and why we did not rather refer the accommodation to the 
Presidency of Fort St. George, which was the regular instrument of the 
Company’s participation in the government of the Carnatic: but I will 
suppose the question. I might properly answer it by another. Why did 
the Company w ithdraw their confidence from the same ministry to bestow 
it on your Lordship ? and after all what have we done ? For others-every 
thing; for ourselves nothing—unless it be supposed that we rescued the 
Nabob from the thraldom in which he was held by others, to exercise the 
same lucrative species of oppression on him ourselves; an imputation 
which I know will be suggested, and the world will be ready to give it 
credit; but which, I should abhor myself, if I thought that any man who 
knew me would admit, but with a moment’s hesitation. Had I known 
that a man of your Lordship’s character had been chosen to administer 
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the affairs of that govern mcnt, 1 believe that I should have persuaded the 
Nabob to trust his interests in your hands, unha- than make such a 
separation of them from their ancient and more natural connection; and 
from the moderation of Mr. Wilder k disposition 1 think he would have 
agreed wrh me in that preferable accommodation. But as h lus been 
made an act of this government, ana its faith pledgeJ in die most sacred 
mar.net to the performance of it, it can neiihn be revoked nor qualified ; 
and 1 most earnestly cor hue vour LorJihip give it vour firm and heart’ 
support. 


f ' c The principal at tides of this agre: . ■ ■ ■ 
j 2 :h: On these 1 shall oiler a fev, ie:: arks. 


Mb. icdu i ilk, an! 


■ To render the mode of C'-llceti-m riescribed in toe fa 1 ' and t_tl 
irtidcs effectual, 1 would recommend that the amwo.sk mew be ylkv.u: 
,> commission or percentage, ami a liberal one, upo i th.- sums which the 
shall .calize, and no fixed appointment-,, f is the principle winch v 
have lately adopted, and have applied to ever pn.e dr part merit of <m 
own government, and I will venture to :umv r he its *..-mplete fuaesw 
you will make the trial of it. If von irmr \n the inu-gi:ty of these when 
you charge with the unchecked receipt" of kicks, and allow them : ach 
ostensible salaries as will afford them the bare nn-ans o l - ubsistence, the) 
will make up the deficiency by secret perquisites ; tu which no man mci 
yet set due bounds. The consequence is inevitable, '.specially in this 
remote quarter of the world, wlwre men must look <o a emimetcnct for 
their latter days. The commission will be an incitement to exertion, and 
will be a tie on the honor and fidelity of those who re ave it; for I am 
persuaded that the generality of the Cunpany’s servant would lie better 
contented with a moderate but sure provision by sue!' allowed means, 
than to be let loose on an unbounded scene of t ’under, which mwf la- a 
source of perpetual reproach and apprehension for the c- ..pnuw o! 
detection. I beg your Lordship to receive this not as a iigi ■> '.aon.nv ud- 
ation. It is. a ffvoriu* doctrine, confirmed by many years idkciion and 
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experience, although it is but l \!y tha; 1 h.«vc !:.»1 r in vuv power to 
apply it. I believe that the same sentiments vm - eir recordul by mv;clf 
on your consultations even at so distant a period ,n ;h; yr.v: ijyi. 

<c t can say little upon the subject of Tar/ore ; f-r T can hardly allow 
it the credit of a serious argument. The me.imuj.w-; of our first settlers 
dignified the liniah with tide of Klip;, and by that misnomer* if l may 
call it ;o, he h.is acquired all the prevypudw.s m oojty, though the 
Nabob, Iris undoubted sovcieign, has hem;, without. x Tuple', treated as a 
depwul.mf. l! tr-.c^e ridwiilf/us pn iudr air allowed to rpi cue ag?dn j t 
every pievv-Ie of justice and policy, arid, 1 muJ e,M, of o'tnraoa rvae, 
it f. pit', dur ti’cv could imt be '.arm/red to tin.- season of peace and 
Feuouy. "am ly this is not a taut to encourage or veld to the delusion, 
'i he ( to Ihtr.idcm arid SJect Committee informed tv, that the Rajah 
had v\ ;uv‘d io cono/mte a store of grain to the sub tistencc of the artnv ; 
to; who b th-” ihundent had written " him a letter expressive of his dis- 
jdr.o'UM. 'I hs os a language so remote iroui my conceptions of the 
;v:u;d .i lights of \our government, while it is charged with 

r;;o mint /• fence m the Mate, id - which the Rajah of Tanjore is a mem¬ 
ber : an ! oi his (‘upend.nice j iliac I can Sea.ce oiler an opinion which 
'•hull ii'a up;war i xtr.vvagaut in the comparison.—In a word, I think it 
improper at wwh a time m leave th a Rajah an option to withhold a grain 
of hi- store, or a rupee of his treasury, from the service of the general 
Mate ; md iwot Iw.utily advise that, while that service, in the present dc- 
■q-c., ' ci rd ■'! of it, lasts, the whole with the single reservation of his 
own pci.am;' subsistence be taken out of lus hands, in better trust for 
the pi. -die u i ho:e are my public not private sentiments, and your 
lord ’dp is v. Iconic to avail yourself of them in any manner you 
plearc. Most heaiiily do 1 wish that they may be conformable to 
vuur own. 


” r i he Nabob's debt to individuals is become an object of too great 
magnitude and extent to be treated oil the principles on which it might 
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have been proper to judge it, m its commencement, as it is grown into 
a kind of national property, and the fortunes of so many are concerned 
in it, that it will force itself upon the protection of the public, if some le¬ 
nient expedient be not found to put the claims of the creditors on 
some footing on which they can rely for their recovery. 

* ' 
t ' 

a At the same time if they are allowed to grow with the yearly accu«* 
mulation of the present interest, or even the principal to remain at its 
actual amount, the manifest impossibility of its being ever discharged, or 
even diminished, will be a discouragement to every attempt to effect 
either. 

# * 

It was with an equal regard to these united considerations that we 
recommended the plan of adjustment and liquidation, which is described 
in the nth article of the agreement. Mr. Richard Sulivan, who professed 
to know the sentiments of the creditors, assured me, that instead of re¬ 
pining at the retrenchments which we have proposed, they would be 
thankful for the provision which was left them, having had ‘little ground 
to hope for any payment. I express my hopes upon this subject with the 
greater confidence of their meeting your judgment, from a communica¬ 
tion which has been lately made me by Mr. Stephen Sulivan, of a letter 
written by his father to your Lordship, in which he recommends a plan 
tor the liquidation of the Nabob’s debts on exactly the same principles as 
that of ours j but differing in the application only by the difference which 
was rendered necessary by the alteration made in the state of affairs since 
his letter was written. 

* * 

“ The reason of the 12th article is self-evident: it may also appear 
unnecessary, for surely the past experience of the insecurity of the Na¬ 
bob’s credit would be sufficient of itself to prevent any one hereafter 
from trusting to it. But this will be forgotten when the danger is past, 
and even the remedy v be a lure to new adventurers# 
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“ I shall not "make excuses for the length of this letter. It'will cost 
your Lordship less time to read it than I have spent in writing it, and 
you will receive it as a proof of the value which I set on your Lordship’s 
concurrence in my line of thinking, by the pains which I have taken to 
gain it. You will have heard that I have subjected myself to reproach 
for the deficiences of my private correspondence; and as much as I wish 
to avoid that imputation with your Lordship, I am affraid that occasions, 
will happen to draw it upon me, and I thus early bespeak your indul¬ 
gence if ever this shall prove the case. I am at this time happily fur¬ 
nished with unusual leisure, and have gratified my own, inclinations, 
and performed, I hope, not an unacceptable service to your Lordship 
in this employment of it. , % 

“ I beg leave to conclude this letter, and the general subject of it with 
a recommendation of Mr. Richard Sulljvan to your protection and coun¬ 
tenance. You will find him deep ] v and minutely informed in the Na¬ 
bob’s affairs of pleasing manners, and if you shall think it proper to make 
use of his services, possessed of honorable and faithful principles. 

“ I left Calcutta on the 10th instant, and hope to reach Benares by 

the middle of next month. I shall proceed to Lucknow, and shall expect 

to return to Calcutta before the end of October, if no very urgent cause 

detains me, which I do not apprehend, beyond that period. 

* 

“ I shall continue to write to your Lordship upon other important sub¬ 
jects. In the mean time I beg that you will believe me to be with a real 
esteem, 

“ My Lord, 

“ Your most obedient and most faithful servant, 
(Signed) « WARREN HASTINGS.” 
30 - 


VOL.I> 
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Lord Macartney’s Reply to the firegoing Letter from Warren Hast- 
ings Esq. dated Fort'St. George, September iStb, 1781. 

“ My dear Sir, 

t 

“ ThE letter with which you have honored me of the 23d July, was 
two months in its passage to me; you are pleased to express in it a kind 
regret for not having been able to furnish me with earlier explanations 
on particular points, of which you apprehend that advantages might be 
taken to prejudice my mind with dangerous opinions of the designs of 
your government respecting mine. The desre I feel to acquire your con¬ 
fidence and esteem might lead me to claim some' merit, for having pre¬ 
served my mind as free from the adoption / such opinions as if it had 
been guarded against them by a previous communication of the particular 
motives which influenced your conduct towards this Presidency. But it 

* * 4, t 

is mere candid to confess, that I came to this country under such strong 
impressions of your experienced wisdom' and uprightness, that it required 
no effort to reject imputations against either. India Indeed was never 
considered by me otherwise than in a collected view; nor have 1 had 
any other ambition than of contributing in it, as far as fell to my share, 
whatever that might be, towards the general welfare of njy new employers, 
without any subdivision of local interests or attachment*, Every objec¬ 
tion therefore urged against public measures, on the ground of being en¬ 
croachments by one English settlement, or by one set of the Company’s 
Servants over another, presented itself to my judgment, when contra¬ 
distinguished from the general good, with such a degree of weakness as 
to reason, and of danger as to consequences, that I' have taken uncom¬ 
mon pains to inculcate my opposite sentiments in this Presidency. T^o 
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the assertion of its rights invaded, I have opposed the impropriety of giv¬ 
ing such a name to simple institutions established for the facility of the 
service, and which must be subservient to its benefit. And to persons 
hurt at the apprehension of contempt from the participation or subtraction 
of their authority, it was obvious to observe, that bodies of men, as well 
as individuals, become, in fact, contemptible, not by the acts of others, 
but by the weakness or inconsistency of their own proceedings: few sta¬ 
tions being so low as not to be capable of attracting esteem, and even 
respect by a strict acquittal of the duties they prescribe. It was true 
beside, and not useless to add, that every Englishman will really derive a 
share of additional importance from the establishment of system in the 
conduct of the Company, which must depend on fixing some where the 
supreme representation of its power. As very soon after my arrival here, 
our friend Mr. Sulivan announced to me, that with my government of 
Madras I was to be honored with a share in that representation as a 
member of the Supreme Councih there was little likelihood I should 
yield to prejudices against it, and £ should rather be upon my guard 
against the predilection which, from opinion and from inclination, I might 
- contract in favor of it: for I cannot avoid acknowledging that I have taken 
a personal interest in the result, as well as propriety of its undertakings ; 
and I have particularly rejoiced, that the treaty and the embassy, lately 
emanating from that source, did not arrive here in time to meet the derision 
with which, I believe, you were rightly told, they would have been treated, 
and the resentment that would have been felt by the predecessors of the 
present government. No doubt, the truest method of preserving the dig¬ 
nity and securing the efficacy of authority is to be, cautious in extending 
the exercise of it to lengths that may throw the existence of it (so ex¬ 
tended) into doubt $ but necessity gives propriety and fairness to every 
interposition, provided it can be effectual: and it is not to the avowed 
irregularity of passing by the usual instruments of the Company's partici¬ 
pation in the government of the Carnatic, that in times of critical exigency, 
those instruments being unfit, any solid objection will in the judgment of 

3 
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wUdom and policy be flowed}.but it is to the attempt of interposing 
wisdom a Q P J h if fitted, it may be 

where the interposition may oe rejecieu, ur « , 

prejudicial or ineffectual, The uneasiness, of the Presidencies o 
S at any extension of the authority of the Bengal government ove, 
them beyond the express provision of the .act of parliament, has been e- 
dared in forcible terms in their respective consultations, in their protests, 
in their correspondence. Their complaints to the Court of Directors have 
not hitherto been discountenanced by any confirmation’of your claims or 
coldLation of their resistance. The dread of suspension by your 
decree could have little effect on men inclined to dispute, m certain m- 
stances, the sentence as well as the crime; and on whom, being deter¬ 
mined to quit the service, if executed, it would not be a punishment: 
neither could you be certain, by the dangerous experiment of a succession 
rf suspensions,.to arrive, at length, at fit subjects for obedience ; nor 
could the purport of immediate relief be answered by remote success. 
Yet the utter Ejection of your act, and the consequent breach with your 

covemment, refiective as it would prove on the regulations of our po icy, 

would still perhaps be less fatal to our affairs than the perversion of a 
treatv reluctantly admitted by persons, on whom ultimately the execution 
of it must be dependent. From these dangers at least the settlement was 
relieved by the change which the Company made in the administration of 
the Presidency. The whole transaction had now a fair and candid exa¬ 
mination; and from the application given to kj and the opportunities o 
judging of it upon the spot, it is probable the view taken of u has been 
a just one. In considering the intentions of the Nabob in when,ng th.s 
arrangement, it may be necessary to recur to the observation of the differ¬ 
ence which frequently is found between the ,ostensible motives avowed by 
politicians and the real objects of their pursuits. His Highness was aware 
that whatever assignment he might offer to make of his revenues to you, 
which he set forth as the first condition and intention of the deputation 
from him to Calcutta, such assignment jnust be transferred and entrusted 
to the Company's servants at Fort St. George, connected immediately 
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with his territories. The consideration of his finances was, in fact, sub* 
ordinate to other purposes, for which he had already given particular 
powers to Sir Thomas Rumbold arid others to treat for him with the 
King of Great Britain. That dependence, which his Highness transferred 
to the Company in the persons of their representatives here from the Sou- 
bah of the Decan and the throne of Delhi, to whom originally it be* 
longed, was become as disgusting to him, if not as prejudicial, as the for¬ 
mer. He had indulged the hope, that ambassadors to the crown of 
England would contribute not a little towards freeing him from it; a de¬ 
putation to a government established as your’s is "by parliament, promised 
to add to the advantages, or to supply the deficiences, of the European 
embassy. These views, which without Warning them, the Company’s 
interest obliges* its servants to counteract, are consistent with the 
tenor of his Highness’s conduct and the spirit of his character. They 
are confirmed to me by information which 1 cannot doubt; and they are 
absolutely avowed, not in what you '.mention to have been the foremost 
proposition in the verbal conferences of his deputies, but in one of the 
first articles of his written proposals, where he requires, though he did 
not obtain from you, a precise acknowledgment of his perfect independ¬ 
ence, as well as of his hereditary right. Several of the subsequent re* 
quests indicate his aim at an increase of possessions and of power, 
which the Company has not thought just or wise to suffer. The assign¬ 
ment of his revenues, to be collected by the conjunct management of 
his and the Company’s servants, with the same control in favor of the 
latter, was.actually made by his Highness to my predecessor as to part of 
his country *, and to me, before he knew the contents of the treaty, jhe 
made the offer of the remainder. The effect then only of your govern¬ 
ment’s intervention was, in this instance, which passed for counterbalan¬ 
cing all the Nabob’s political demands, to obtain, by your what 

he had given or was, ready to giye before ; but at the same time, as far 
as the treaty bound, to bind oqr hands from attempting^ improve this 
plan of finances if. deficient, or i£ it should fail,, from substituting another 



4 S 6 \ 


APPENDIX. No. XII, 


in its room. The participation which you mention of the Company in 
the government of the Carnatic, through its representatives at Fort St. 
George, is meant to be rather' the effect of influence than the exertion 
of force. The Governor-general’s immediate interference has destroyed 
or diminished that necessary influence. If it had been perverted to the 
purposes of corruption, it was full time to change the hands by which it 
was directed ; but there is no alternative between taking away the ma¬ 
nagement from this Presidency entirely, or leaving to it the means of 
managing with advantage and effect. 

“ Very soon after my accession to this government, I had a strong 
instance of the disadvantage of the interposition of your authority, and 
the imbecility into which it cast this Presidency. In the midst of our 
distresses, without money or provisions, the army in arrears, and our 
garrison ready to mutiny, I applied to the Nabob in the most urgent 
manner for assistance. He never 'precisely denied his ability to give it. 
Many of his friends acknowledged he could have given it. The final 
answer which was sent me expressed, that his Highness ’had concluded 
a treaty with you, which provided for all the supplies which he should 
furnish. 

<e Notwithstanding my experience of the ill-consequences of your go¬ 
vernment’s immediate intervention, I was resolved, if you were em. 
powered so to intervene, to abide strictly and scrupulously by every clause 
and article in your replies. Your excercise of the power was with me 
indeed a presumption of your right ; but though the discussion has not 
led to that conclusion, I have, with a view to the great good which 
united efforts operate, and from the respect and, I may say, the par¬ 
tiality I teel towards your opinions, adopted my conduct to them, and 
shall place my satisfaction in such a faithful zealous, and, I hope, ju¬ 
dicious execution of your plans as to give them the best chance of 
success. 
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“ Your observations on .the preference of a commission or percentage, 
rather than salaries to the persons concerned in the * collection of the 
revenue, appear to me perfectly just j and shall, as far as will depend on 
me, be adopted here. 

“ If I commit any mistakes in relation to Tanjore, they will not at 
least a’ ise from the error originally committed in translating the Indian 
appellation of that Prince. You will perceive, by a plan of finance which. 
I lately enclosed to you, that the settlement of that country comes within 
my contemplation as well as the remainder of the Carnatic. 

“ The best inquiries I can make do not lead to confirm the assurance 
you received from Mr. Richard Sulivan, that any of the Nabob's creditors 
would be thankful for the provision left them after the abolition of interest 
and diminution of the capital, or that they would be even likely to yield 
to such an arrangement. But the d! '".inution of interest and delay in the 
discharge of the principal, as proposed in the plan I sent you, will, I be¬ 
lieve, if adopted, be considered as sufficiently balanced by the security and 
regularity of the payments. 

i( The satisfaction I have received in the perusal of your letter makes 
me wish that you will have frequent leisure to communicate your senti¬ 
ments fully to me. 

“ You lay little constraint on my inclinations in recommending Mr, 
Richard Sulivan to my good offices. Beside the claim which his engag¬ 
ing manners give him upon his acquaintance, his interest is warmly 
espoused by his kinsman in London, to whom f fuel myself very much 
obliged. Mr. Richard Sulivan is, I believe, convinced that had he ar¬ 
rived here before my accession to the government, he would have been 
suspended from the service. Though in a public consideration I cannot 
approve of the commission w’hich he holds at present, I have not the least 
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private or personal objection to it. If the welfare of the Company** 

affairs would admit of a representative from the Court of Directors here, 

other than the Presidency, I should rejoice at such a witness of good, 

and such a guard against bad, conduct. 

* 

u I have the honor to be with great esteem and regard, Dear Sir, 

* 

w Your most obedient and most humble servant, 
(Signed) “ MACARTNEY.” 


No. XIII. 


Copy of a Latter from Lord Macartney to Mr . Hastings, dated Fort 

St. George, May 22, 1782. 

“ Dear Sir, 

“ Ever since we received your public letter of the nth March, I 
have had a strong inclination to trouble you with a private one upon 
the subject. I thought it a kind of duty to that friendship which I wished 
to cultivate with you, to communicate to you my sentiments, even al¬ 
though they should differ from yours, but I was restrained by the recol¬ 
lection that a former liberty of mine, on a similar occasion, seemed for , 
some time at least to have made *an impression on your mind very dif¬ 
ferent from what I could possibly have intended or foreseen. I was also 
desirous to wait for the arrival of Mr. Staunton before I trespassed on 
you again \ but I have this moment heard of his being at Ganjam, and 
that we are not to expect him here for some weeks. This delay of his, 
joined to an extraordinary occurrence which has come to my knowledge, 
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And which I think you should be acquainted with immediately, must plead 
my apology for troubling you with a letter at this moment. 


<c You were advhed in the Select Committee's letter of the i ith of 


month, that we meant implicit obedience to your recommendations, h. 
favor of the extraordinary powers proposed to be given to Sir Eyre Coote, 
and we could not indeed consider the style of your recommendations in am 
other liq.ht than as a command founded on the late authority given to vou 
by our constituents at home. And upon this principle, although we fell 
most sensibly the effect of a compliance, we chose to acquiesce without 
expressing to you a single murmur. Having stated this strong proof of 
our deference to the orders of the Company, and our firm resolution to 
co-operate with you in every plan which you may suggest for the public 
interest, you will allow me the freedom of a private and confidential com¬ 
munication of my ideas to you ,upon the subject of those powers, and 
more especially as the full exercise of them in the latitude in which they 
seem to be taken, may probably induce very important consequences. 


ct I am totally at a loss to conceive upon what ground Sir Eyre Conte 
could reasonably have desired to be funmhed with more ample powers 
than he possessed. I found him upon my arrival gratified in this respect 
to the fullest extent of his claims ; and though .my opinion was, in general, 
against such extraordinary and uncontroled command, X took no step to 
reverse the resolution of the former • Council by which his, powers were 
conveyed to him« v The only occasion, upon which 4 the Select Committee 
assumed any direction, was that which put all the Dutch settlements on 
the coast,, and the important harbor of Trincomalee into our‘hands. 
The expeditions, particularly to Negapatam and Trincomalee, were un¬ 
dertaken by us, not only without the assistance of a man from his army, 
but even against his opinion and remonstrances: yet the objects were so 
important and appeared so practicable at that period, that we did not hesi¬ 
tate to take the responsibility upon ourselves. The success which attended 
vol. i. * 3 R. 
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our measures, and the events which have since happened, are sufficient 
proofs in justification of our conduct. Except in this single instance we 
never interfered either in the plan or execution of any military operations,' 
and probably should of our own choice have continued to leave as much ' 
power in Sir Eyre Coote’s hands, as any reasonable man, how ever highly 
he might rate himself or his services, could possibly have desired: but I 
low Year that, by the manner in which this matter has been understood 
and taken up, the barrier between the civil and military' is almost entirely 
annihilated. I cannot bring myself to imagine that it could be your in¬ 
tention to depress the civil and raise the military above it j but it may be 
worth while to reflect a little on what a latitude the dispositions of some 
men might give to* your letter of the nth March, on the subject of Sir 
Eyre Coote’s powers, and particularly that passage where you say, “ In 
lk some points however, we think the principle we have recommended 
“ should be carried beyond 'our ’example; such, for instance, as the 
“ conciliation of the dependent chiefs of the Carnatic, the acceptance of 
« terms offered by those of the enemy, and, in general, such other acts 
« as do not fall within the express line of military command, but which 
44 may contribute to the success of its operations, either by adding 
« strength to our arms, or weakening those which may be opposed to 
<£ them—in ail such cases, the officer who is charged with the conduct of 
the war,, especially if he has shewn himself deserving of that confidence 
« in an eminent degree, ought, we conceive, to b,e trusted with an implicit 
discretion.’ 

. *# < 

“ You allow that all governments possess of course an, ultimate and 

overruling authority, and that the right of exercising such authority, which 
is inherent in us, must also be invariable and perpetual, notwithstanding 
any restrictions we may impose upon ourselves for particular purposes. 

'i his is ciriainiy very just, but it appears to me that, having once parted 
with powers of such consequence as those which you have thought fit 
should be exercised by Sir Eyre Coote, an attempt to resume or overrule 
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them in any material point, under the present circumstances of the army, 
and of our situation in general, might be attended not only with scuou.^ 
/difficulties, but perhaps with a total convulsion. One particular inconve¬ 
nience which we feel, is in the want of sufficient control over the annv 
disbursements. Not only every shilling that conics from Bengal, but u'J 
the rest of our revenues, except a very small part, are solely applied to 
the military. We are sensible they are not frugally administered, and yet 
we are without remedy. The paymaster, commissary, agent hi camp. 


and grain-keeper attending the army, are considered as scarcely accountabh 
to us, and, as far as we can observe, there is veiy Utile method or a: 


rangement in any one of those departments. .All the account:: are main 


months in arrear. Another inconvenience which we fed is that the pub¬ 
lic, seeing the powers of the State transferred to the miliiaiy, have with¬ 
drawn from us all that confidence and respect, which this government 
used to enjoy, insomuch that, on a late occasion, when we were called 


upon by Sir Eyre Coote for a supply of money, \Ve could not. raise a 
pagoda on the public faith, and the whole that'was procured I raised on 
my private credit alone ; should a similar occasion occur again, 1 tremble 
to think on the consequences. The public resources are vanished, and 
as to private assistance, it can scarcely be expected that many will be 
found to advance money to an individual whose fortune is moderate, and 
whose disposition is not likely to increase it. The country powers or 
dependent chiefs will certainly not look up to a government, whose 
means of conciliating them, and authority to awe them, are lodged in the 
hands of others. But all. my thoughts and apprehensions are now en¬ 


gaged by an event which has happened tfithin a short time, and which 
has so far been conducted with such secrecy that it has only come to my 
knowledge thrqugh the channel of private information. 


44 The Nabob being fully apprised of your determination to support in 
in the collection of the revenues, which he had assigned by a Im-mid 
agreement to the Company, has tried his last manoeuvre to defeat our 

3 * « 
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joint efforts,' by addressing a letter, as a sort of Sunned to Sir Eyre Coote, 
which I am informed runs nearly in the following stile: 

« As the Supreme Council of Bengal has given to you the sole power 
<« and authority to conduct the war, repel the enemy, and defend the 
“ Carnatic, and as I consider the interests of the Company and mine 
« inseparable, and the same, I think it incumbent upon me, in the pre- 
il sent circumstances of things, in order to obtain the desired effect, to 
“ invest you, Sir Eyre Coote, with the government of my country and. 
« revenues for the public good; and 1 propose to send NagiffKban to 
44 carry my great seal to you, with powers to you to affix it to all orders 
« which you may think fit'to give to Zemindars, Polygars, Phousdars, 
“ Renters, Amuldars, Sheristadars, &c. &e. and I also send for your 
<£ publication a circular letter to all Zemindars, &c. as above, 1 and all 
“ other officers of the Circar, to pbey your orders, under the pains and 
<e penalties of high treason.” 

« If the?e be nearly the contents of the letter, as my information gives 
me reason to suspect, I leave you to judge of the consequences which 
may be produced if Sir Eyre Coote should not immediately, in tlm most 
explicit and decisive manner, reject them, and give us information thereof 
- ithout delay. The concealment alone would in my opinion be highly 
improper, to use no harsher term ; but any act performed under such an 
authority must be considered as a total separation from the government, 
and a measure of the most dangerous kind. I shall -make no comment 
on the conduct, of the Nabob. Your own understanding will supply all 
that is nectioary on the occasion. 

“ Having thus unburthened my mind to you ,‘ipon this point, I beg leave 
to add, and 1 declare, that my principles are invariably directed to promote 
union and co-operation throughout the whole of this trying scene in which 
ve ,ue engaged; you judgment will discriminate which is most proper 
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to correct the inconveniences which I have represented, without inter¬ 
rupting the harmony so necessary to be maintained amongst us. I have 
personally no passions to gratify, and if the public interest can be served, 
my primary views are fully answered. 

* 

46 Having said thus much, I will now take (he liberty of fully opening 
myself to you once for all, on some other points; the manner in which, 
my most respectable friends Mr. Pechell, Mr. Sullivan, and some others 
expressed themselves to me upon your subject, is a strong motive; but 
the necessity of my being perfectly understood by you, in the present 
state of our affairs, is still a stronger. 

w I have lived too long in the world not to have seen all the games 
which the sharpers 'of it usually practise; I have warned my friends 
against them, but in'a particular instance, where it was highly essential, I 
have been unsuccessful. I very eany told Sir Eyre Coote that there were 
men whose interest made them wish that the General- and the Governor 
should not be well together. I told him with regard to- myself I should 
no* be the dupe of such persons, and I repeatedly warned him against 
being so. You will perceive, from the enclosed papers, how solicitous 
I was to prevent any misunderstanding with him. If I was so averse to 
a rupture with Sir Eyre Coote, I leave you 1 to judge how much more so 
I should be to the slightest difference with you. .And yet from a kind of 
sharpness in the stile of one of your late letters to this government, 
some persons might imagine that ill offices may have been employed, 
and ill impressions conveyed, with regard to my conduct and intentions. 
If I have a right idea of .your character, you are of all men the least 
likely to adopt hasty opinions. I have therefore as yet nothing to appre- 
hend in that respect. And, I trust, that the fair and unreserved manner 
in which I express myself will be sufficient to obviate any future prejudice. 
It is not what may be written from Bengal to Madras, or from Madras to 
Bengal—it is not the messages or dispatches from the Durbar, or their. 



4 ij 4 ; ; APPENDIX. No XIII. 

starting new projects, and making new promises, that can do real busi¬ 
ness at this critical time, or decide upon the great interests of our empire 
here. A man of your extensive views and superior knowledge in the po- 
licy of India will not receive any systematic ideas from the convulsive strug- 
gles of Oriental vanity and rage ; jou will not listen to the deliberate, 
falsehood, which rancor and disappointment may endeavor to convey—but, 
you will separate from the question all the rubbish and dross that involve 
it, and then determine the true value of the mine. Among many mo¬ 
tives impelling this government to press the Nabob’s assignment of his re¬ 
venues to the Company, Sir Eyre Coote’s letters upon the subject were 
not the least forcible. Extracts from, those, in which the Nabob is 
mentioned, are now enclosed to be contrasted with such others as you 
may think fit to examine. The report from the Committee of assigned 
revenue, which is now preparing from their proceedings, will be trans¬ 
mitted to you in a few days. It will show you at one view, cither how 
incapable or how dishonest the Nabob’s ministers have been in manag¬ 
ing his revenues, the absolute necessity of the Company’s undertaking i:, 
and the very able and upright manner in which the business has been 
conducted by Mr. Oakcley, and the other gentlemen of the Committee. 

1 am happy in evgry opportunity of doing them justice, arid so romantic 
is my disposition in that respect that if my country be benefited, 1 resign 
without scruple any little reputation that might fall to my share. 1 hese 
; i£ most serious -times ;.it imports but little what can befal an individual, 
but the fate of millions depends on your resolves. Perhaps at this mo¬ 
ment the foundation of our Empire in India may be loosened ’to the bot¬ 
tom, or rivetted for ever by the motion, of a finger of your government, t 
You have long known Sir Eyre Coote, from personal intercourse: 
me you can only know from literary correspondence and general report, 
and I am far from presuming that any inference can be drawn from 
thence in my favor. The power is in your hands, our constituents have 
lodged it there, and I am sensible that it is a painful pre-eminence they 
have given you. Bub I trust, that the wisdom which supports it will 
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rentier it equally useful to the state ami honorable to yourselves. As a 
private individual nobody is less interested in the concerns of India than 
I am; as a public man, nobody more so. Mr. l’ Tacpherson can inform 
you from what quarter an Indian appointment was first suggested to me. i 
accepted it upon the most honorable ground. 1 have invariably maintained 
it, and I can say to the whole world, which I now do to you upon the 
honor of a gentleman, that from my arrival in India to this hour I have 
never accepted for my own benefit a single pagoda, a diamond or evert 


a shawl, but restricted myself most scrupulously to the receipt of my 
salary alone, and to the rigid observance of all my covenants.—So help 
me God !—I claim no more meritorious distinction from a conduct of 
this kind than from the discharge of .any other common obligations of 
life, and I only mention it because I am informed that attempts have been 


made to insinuate the contrary. As my views point to a scene very dis¬ 
tant from India I can interfere with no man in this part of il, L 
world, and my objects here, being, very nfoderate, are, easily attain¬ 
able without encroachment upon others. Besides, I will confess that 
the contemplation of our affairs has taught me to look upon 
every private consideration, and every private* feeling, as trifling 
sacrifices at this moment to the general good. I flatter myself I 
have given pretty strong proofs of this, and that you are fully convinced of 
it by the line of conduct which I have adopted. It is perhaps a different 
one from that which more hasty spirits may approve ; but I well weighed 
every circumstance in my own mind, and chose that part which seemed to 
he attended with the fewest probable inconveniences to the solid interests, 

of our constituents. After the stations I*have filled, it is not probable 

* 

that I can feel within my breast any jealoqsy arising from Indian politics, 
nor could any employment here flatter my ambition, otherwise than as 
affording opportunities to me of serving my country. Such opportunities 
must now be rare; and that being the case, I would fain hope that it is 
better they should occur to others. In all events you may rely on the, 
most faithful discharge of whatever duty may fail to my share $ andi 
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whether it be the pleasure of our superiors that this government should be 
a cypher, a subordinate, or a principal, to their pleasure an equal obedi¬ 
ence shall be paid. At the same time I would not be understood as if 
this government, however lately abridged of power and responsibility, 
should wish, in any crisis or any arduous situation, to decline power or 
shrink from responsibility. But power on -which -responsibility is built, 
must be intire, perfect, and distinctly and unambiguously defined, other¬ 
wise it can only lead to anarchy and distraction. In the transaction of bu¬ 
siness I have ever been slow to decide ; but when once decided, I own 
myself very difficult to change^ for my little experience has-taught me that 
nothing can contribute more to give the natives a contempt for us, than 

variable measures and instability of conduct. I doubt not that the firm- 
* 

ness of my temper has been represented to my disadvantage; and that 
two strong instances cf inflexibility have been urged to my reproach—1 
mean my declining overtures of friendship with the Nabob's second son 
Ameer-ul-Oinrah, and 'Mr.«Benfieid. To this I answer j I never will put 
it in the power of any man who has .deceived me once to deceive me a 
second ume. But here it is not myself that I consider, but my consti¬ 
tuents ; for after all my knowledge of these two personages I should think 
it little less than treason to the Company to have any correspondence with 
either of them. This sentiment of mine will probably be remembered 
hereafter j and however strong; it may appear, it arises from the most 
dispassionate reflection, and not front any prejudice or resentment. I 
hope I am above them ; and that whatever .other faults maybe imputed to 
me, I believe you will scarcely find a man who .ever saw me betrayed into 


a loss of temper upon any occ^pon. 





“ 1 have now opened myself tq you withall that frankness which I have 
ever practised since my first entrance into public life, and which both 
reason and experience convince me to be tf j wisest as well as the most 
honorable system. My wish was to convey to you a representation of 
our affairs, of my own mind, and of the impressions upon it $ and yet I 


7 
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do not dismiss this letter from my hand, without much hesitation, lest 
what I sincerely mean as a mark of unreserved confidence may not be 
taken in the sense it is intended ; and lest the egotism, unavoidable on an 
occasion of this kind, should weary and disgust you. If this letter hap¬ 
pens to meet the reception which I wish it to do, I shall sincerely rejoice ; 
if not let me request that you will consign it to the flames and forget 
that it was ever received. It is 1 believe one ot the longest I have ever 
written, and if I had not conceived ideas of you very different front 
the generality of men, I certaiflly should have adopted a very different 
stile, and have addressed yon in a manner more suitable to the for¬ 
malities of common intercourse, than to the attention of a great mind 
occupied only by essential objects, and superior to the intrusion of 
little ones,. 'mV: V 

nfe i. v 

, V <c I have the honor, &c. 

* 1 1' * * 

A# 

(Signed) «MACARTNEY.” 


No. XI\. 

» 

Extract from the Minutes of th Select Committee, dated 31.1/ 

7 >//■.■, 1*784. 

I1E President lays before the Committee the following copy of a 
letter which he intends to address to the Governor-general and Council 
at this time, and desires it may be entered on the records. 


. OL. I, 
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Letter from Lord Macartney to the Gcsyernor-general and 
Coin oil of Bengal, dated Fort 67. George, July 31 , 1784 . 

11 Gentlemen, 

“ ALTHOUGH the Committee’s letter of this date, together with my 
minute upon which it is founded, has fully explained the reasons for de¬ 
ferring the execution of your Government’s orders of the 3ih June, I 
must take the liberty of addressing to you a few lines 011 the occasion 
from myself, lest any misconception might arise in your breast with re¬ 
spect to others. My colleagues, I have every ground to believe, a:e dis¬ 
posed to pay all due obedience to your commands, alth^^h 'their opinions 
should not entirely coincide with yours: nor 'shpiil<finclined to 
do so in the present instance, if I could by any means- rie&ntile my mind 
in reason or in conscience, either to the propriety or necessity of the mea¬ 
sure which you now 7 direct to be adopted. After your Government had 
ratified the treaty with Tippoo Sultaun, and that ratification had been trans- 
mitted to him as the last solemn act by which the treaty was acknowledged 
and confirmed in all its stipulations, l cannot sufficiently express- the sur¬ 
prise I felt at the contents of the letter of the 8 th June, so inconsistent 
with that act, and so alarming in the tendency of the measures prescribed 
to us. 


u When the ratification was transmitted to us by the members of the 
Supreme Council then at Calcutta, they transmitted their observations 
upon the treaty, but still thought it ^expedient to ratify it without any ex¬ 
ception or declaration whatever, as to the rights of the Nabob ; so that 
however their sentiments might differ from ours, respecting the omission 
of the Nabob’s name in the treaty, nothing on the subject was communi¬ 
cated to dippoo Sultaun, either in the ratification or in any declaration 
annexed to it. Tippoo was taught to consider the treaty a$ solemnly and 
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finally approved by the Government of Bengal in the form in vhich r 
than stood. 

« This ratification of the treaty, by the Council of Port William, must 
have been considered by themselves, as it was, a valid act, or they would 
not have transmitted it to us and to Tippoo Sultaun as the act of then 
Government. 1 hose gentlemen referred to a future correspondence with 
Tippoo, for any further stipulations, wilhout weakening the validity of 
those already made by annexing a declaration as the implied condition ot 
such ratification. If those gentlemen perceived any thing ho defective in 
tlie treaty as to require a formal declaration to be annexed to it, why did 
they not annex it themselves at the time they ratified it ? 

• “ Tf the honor of the nation suffered discredit bv the omisdon of the 

4 

Nabob’s name, so as to make it an obligation of public duty to retrieve it 
by a public declaration affixed to the treaty, the gentlemen at Fort Wil¬ 
liam must have fclr that obligation as strong at the time of ratifying the 
treaty as they do at the present time. Their ratification therefore, under 
these circumstances, implies that the discredit might he retrieved without, 
annexing such declaration to such ratification. 


“ The complaints of the Nabob were made very early, but could com¬ 
municate no new information respecting his rights. They arc apparently 
The production of the same English pens which, for a considerable time 
past, have written most, of his Highness’s correspondence, and it yet re¬ 
mains extremely doubtful whether the sentiments contained in them be the 
real sentiments of the Nabob, or those of his writers. 

* 

'1'hat the Nabob’s name is not expressly mentioned at a party to the 
treaty is true. We could not make him personally a party without hi; 
consent, which he never gave us, and the declared hostility, with which he 
treated every measure of this Government, both during the war and the 

r* t* r> 

•*1 o ** 



5co 


APPENDIX. No. XIV. 


negotiations fof peace, afforded us no reason whatever to think that he 
either wished to be included by name or as a party j that if included, *he 
would have acted cordially in the observance of a treaty, of which he 
speaks with such unreserved disapprobation. 


“ 1 he treaty, as far as the rights of the Carnatic are concerned, is pre¬ 
cisely in the same form as the treaty made with Ilyder Ali in 1769 . The 
Carnatic Payen Ghaut is expressly mentioned, and the Nabob thereby 
included as far as it was necessary or proper to include him. The peace 
vf the Carnatic is as amply provided for, as if he had been mentioned by 
name as a parly, and this is all I conceive that could have been intended in 
the instructions to us from Bengal. Your Government did not think it 
necessary to consult with the Nabob in the terms of peace previous to its 
negociation. You gave your ideas on the subject only to us, and you 
empowered us to carry them into execution both for the Nabob’s interests 
and those of the Company. This was not surely treating the Nabob as a 
principal in the negociaiion. But if we look to the true nature of the 
Company’s connection with the Nabob, w'e shall find it utterly impossible 
io preserve their mutual interests, but by considering him as a Prince al¬ 
together under the protection of the Company, not at liberty to pursue 
separate or independent views, but subject, in every instance, to the gene¬ 
ral views of the power on whom he leans for his suppoj t. The Company 
cannot, at least I am sure they ought not, undertake the protection 
of any country Prince upon other terms. If they do they subject them- 
''.Ives to be perpetually misled from that character, and from those mteiests 
which are infinitely more sacred and valuable than the connection of any 
Prince whatever, who is at liberty to involve them by his crooked politics 
in the wiles c f his own ambitious or unjust pursuits. 


“ If the Nabob be made a contracting party -o the treaty with Tippoo 
Sultaun, as your Government have lately desired, will not the Company 
Lr precisely in ihe situation above described ? Can they answer for the 
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Nabob’s faithful observance of a treaty which he has so strongly repro¬ 
bated ? and will it be in any respect prudent or adviseable for the Com¬ 
pany to risk the peace of their own possessions, which are included in the 
treaty, upon so slight a security ? It is a fact, I believe indisputable, 
that his Highness has no scruple where an interested or ambitious pur¬ 
pose is to be promoted. The former wars with the Nizam, with Uyder 
Ally Cawn, and the Rajah of Tanjore, sufficiently testify this disposition j 
and his open and avowed hatred to the late Ilyder Ally Cawn and his 
family is by no means favorable to the views of any peace with that fa¬ 
mily, in which the Nabob is made a contracting party. 


<c But thq strongest objection that immediately presents itself to the 
orders of your Government is the certain effect, which any attempt to exe¬ 
cute them must have on the mind of Tippoo Sultaun. After the treaty 
with him has been solemnly ratified and exchanged, what other con¬ 
struction can be put upife the proposed additional article, than that the 
Company’s government is variable and inconsistent in its conduct and re¬ 
solutions, and that no dependence can be placed upon a treaty which is 
thought so imperfect, as to require amendment after it has been approved, 
and ratified in the most formal manner. It i 0 not the importance of the 
declaration proposed by the Governor-genera! and Council to be annexed 
to the treaty, but the principle of unsteadiness, which is so alarming in 


.this proposition, and which cannot fail to impress Tippoo with the 
strongest doubts of our intention to maintain the peace we have con¬ 
cluded with him. Such an impression, added to the misunderstanding 
which has aheady arisen respecting the execution of some of the arti¬ 
cles of the treaty, would in all probability bring on a renewal of the war, 
and throw the Company at once into a scene of such distress as no ex¬ 
ertion of ability or resource within their power could possibly extricate 
them from ; and when the object, for which all this proposed to be ha¬ 
zarded, is viewed in the fight in which I have now placed it in this letter, 
and more fully in my minute of the 15th instant, 1 humbly think there is 
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no proportion between the advantage of the object and the risk in at¬ 
tempting to accomplish it. I must request your indulgence to excuse me 
for repeating in this paper some of the arguments which I have used in 
another, but my mind is too forcibly-impressed not to give way to its 
feelings at such a moment. If, however, what I have now submitted to 
year consideration, should have no weight, if you still persevere in your 
opinion and reiterate your orders, while the present objections remain to 
their execution, you wall permit me to decline having any share in exe¬ 
cuting them, but to leave that task to be performed by my successor. The 
measure seems to me big with mischief, and totally inconsistent with 
every principle of what I humbly conceive to be the only system capable 
ot giving a chance for saving our Indian empire in. the Carnatic from 
speedy ruin. This conviction is so strong in my mind, that I ought not 
to shrink from the risk of disobedience, although the state of ‘.my private 
fortune con id ill alibi'd the loss of my public situation. If it should seem 
that at any time my sentiments have been ratHfer acquiesced in than ap¬ 
proved by my colleagues, the principal responsibility ought to rest noon 
me, and I am neither unwilling to bear it on this present occasion, nor 
any other in which this present government has had the.misfortune of 
.differing from yours. 

“ I have, fee. 


M. 


“ In Committce—rFort St. George, July 31, 1784. 

“ Mr. Davidson desires to record the following minute and motion: 
“-Thai the suspension of Lord Macartney, or his being obliged to quit 
the chair, at this important juncture, would most probably throw the 
Presidency of Fort St. George into anarchy and confusion. 


“ His great abilities, integrity, and application in his station, during a 
'.lost critical period of the Company’s affairs 5 and the great exertions he 
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has made to support and promote the prosperity of the Company, are well 
known to every member of this Board. Mr. Davidson therefore is of 
opinion, that the displacing of Lord Macartney from the chair of Madras 
at this important period, when the army and our garrison are six am! 
twelve months in arrcar, consequently dissatisfied ; our bills on Bengal in 
payment of our civil and military servants, and others, at 40 per cent, dis¬ 
count ; our resources nearly exhausted j such a change in government, 
at this time, would endanger the Carnatic, and tend to the ruin of the 
Company’s affairs on this coast. If the Select Committee are of this 
opinion, Mr. Davidson moves, that the Secretary draw up a minute at 
large in the nature of a protest against the Supreme Council, should thev 
proceed to extremities against the Right Hon. President now in charge of 


this government 


(Signed) 


ALEX. DAVIDSON.” 


, ee Mr. Sadlier and Mr. Maunsdl ''oncurring in the sentiments of Mr. 

Davidson, expressed in the foregoing minute, the motion intended by Mr. 

Davidson in the event of such circumstance, is now put: 

. \ 

^ 1 

Mr. Maunsell for the motion. 

Mr. Davidson for the motion. 

Mr. Sadlier for the motion. 

The Right Hon. the President desires to decline giving any vote upon 
the motion. 


“ The motion being agreed to nemme contradiccnte, the Committee ad¬ 
vert to that part of the orders from Bengal of the 8th June, which seems 
to imply, that whatever circumstances might arise to render it the duty 
of this Government to resist, or even defer the execution of those orders, 
and whatever conviction the representatives of the Company charged 
with their interests here, might feel of their destructive tendency, they 
would “ do it at their peril,” and combining these orders and this menace 



534- 


APPEND IX. No. XIV. 


with (he hostile disposition which, to tjie great detriment of the Company's 
affairs, the Governor-general and Council have manifested towards this 
Government almost from the commencement of Lord Macartney's ad¬ 
ministration, in a variety of important instances too notorious to require 
being stated here j but particularly in the extrinsic and, it may be added, 
unnatural support given to the complaints fabricated by the advisers of 
the Nabob, notwithstanding the proofs adduced of,their fallacy and in¬ 
justice ; the Committee, duly weighing all these circumstances, are of 
opinion, that they afford grounds to apprehend, that the Governor-general 
and Council have determined to compass the removal of the Right lion. 
President from his station, an event of which the probable consequences 
are pointed out in Mr. Davidson’s minute. s, 

t£ Tiie abilities and indefatigable attention to the public service, by 
which this Government has been upheld lor these three years past, 
through a scries of difficulties unexampled, both in their nature ami 
magnitude, arc still necessary to the retrieval of the Company's affairs j 
notwithstanding the return of peace many and very serious difficulties 
still continue, and the heavy burdens, produced by a long and destructive 
war, must for some time press upon us. The temper and patience of 
the Right Honorable President, his known integrity, and the weight de¬ 
rived from his rank and chancier, have enabled hii Lordship to conci¬ 
liate and satisfy, where justice could not be immediately rendered, and 

* 4 0 
ro reconcile men to the delay which the public exigences require; but 

they still look towaids the right honorable President, confiding in his 
knowledge of their claims, in bis ability, and zealous efforts to retrieve 
the public affairs, and in the opinion they entertain of the stability of his 
administration. 


“ From these considerations the Committee are of opinion, that in the 
present state of the Company’s affairs here, there is the greatest reason 
to apprehend that the removal of the Right Honorable President from 
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his station would be followed by the most serious consequences within 
this settlement; nor are such the only consequences to be expected from 
it:, the cause of the removal would not remain a secret; such a proposal 
known to be sent from Bengal might excite strong suspicions in the mind 
oFTippoo Sultaun of the sincerity of that Government with regard to the 
treaty, and make him imagine that an adherence to it had been the Pre* 
sident’s crime, and that the Governor-general and Council, desirous of find¬ 
ing a pretext for renewing the.war against him, had removed lord Ma¬ 
cartney as the chief obstacle to their wishes. v 

“ The Committee therefore, as the only expedient left them to evince 
their regard to the interests of their employers, and to the public wel¬ 
fare, do, upon the presumption that it may be the intention of the Go¬ 
vernor-general and Council to remove the Right Honorable President 
from his station, hereby, on behalf of the Honorable East India Company, 
solemnly protest against such act, and declare the Governor-general and 
Council to be solely responsible for all the consequences that may arise 

therefrom to the British interests in India. 

* 

“ Resolved, That a, copy of foregoing minutes be transmitted to the 
Govetnor-general and Council. 

“A true extract, 

“ T. HUDLESTONF, Sec” 
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No. XV: 

Translation of a Persian Letter from bis Highness the Nabob Wall aw 
Jaav, to Lord Macartney dated jib Ramasan 1196, or 17 th Au¬ 
gust 1782. 

“ Your Lordships letter of the 29th Shabawn 1195, or 10th August 
1782, in answer to a few lines from me, in order to obtain fine rice for 
my people, I have received. 

% 

<£ Your Lordship is pleased to say, that the distresses of the Carnatic, 
in which I am so nearly concerned, cannot be unknown to me. That 
your efforts have been invariably directed, since your arrival here, to¬ 
wards the alleviation of them ; both in procuring means for repelling the 
invasion of our enemies, and in applying those means to the best pur¬ 
poses in your power to effectuate. That if -1 feel any other uneasiness 
than what the calamities of the war necessarily occasion, it must be entirely 
owing to the insinuations of factious and designing persons, whose si¬ 
nister views are forwarded, and passions gratifyed, by instilling jealousies 
into my mind against the representatives of the Company, and in creating 
a variance between me and my best friends j that you hope my good sense 
will not much longer be imposed upon by such insidious advisers; and 
that 1 shall then be soon convinced how sincerely and steadily you have 
endeavored, notwithstanding the unjust charges 1 have suffered to be made 
against you in my name, to promote my jreal interest and welfare ; the 
force and meaning of all this I understand. 

* 4e I have long been an unshaken friend to the English, and, by the 
blessing of God, have governed the affairs of the Carnatic to the pre¬ 
sent time from an e^ilicr period perhaps than that of your birth. I am 
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n6w, for the first time, told I am not able to distinguish good from evilj 
even in my own affairs. You wound me in every pait of my body, and 
when I complain from my heart of what I fed, you tell me I can have 
top pain ;* that the feelings I complain of proceed from the insinuations 
6 £ evil minded persons, that the wounds are for my good ; and to prove 
the respect and regard that you bear towards me, you give me a mortal 
stab that lays me prostrate on the ground ; and, in the last moments of 
my breath, you say, it is done to produce to me solid advantages, ahd 
to promote my real interest and welfare ; and Lhat I am to depend upon 
a nostrum you have in reserve, to restore me to life at your pleasure 
hereafter. Indeed, my Lord, it wants not the powers of human faculties 
' to distinguish between good and injury. Even a bird of the air will fly 
from offers of violence, and as speedily approach the hand of kindness. 

tc It would be happy for me could I and those that experience your 
coonduct, agree with your Lordship in what you are pleased to express 
so handsomely of yourself, concerning your efforts, both in procuring 
means for repelling our enemies, and in applying those means to the best 
* purposes; but the whole of our correspondence will evince how widely 
our sentiments differ in this respect. Your Lordship however more boldly 
advances the circunistance: it is therefore incumbent upon me to adduce 
. a few facts; that, I trust, must establish evidently to all the world, 
how much it was in your Lordship’s power to have employed those efforts 
more productively, and more effectually, towards expelling the enemy, 
and alleviating the distresses of the Carnatic ; and though the conduct of 
your Lordship has caused the utmost uneasiness to my mind, as well from 
my feelings for the interest of the English nation in India, as for what 
concerns myself, my family, my subjects, and my country; yet neither 
my feelings nor my communications with your Lordship have proceeded 
from the insinuation of others, but are the dictates of my own mind, 
founded on facts, and delivered to you in the result of my serious and 
deliberate considerations. J might strongly recriminate upon the advisers. 

i.T a 
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your Lordship has brought and thought proper to introduce into these 
parts, but it would be unbecoming in me; nor will I suffer myself to in¬ 
trude upon your Lordships right to consult and advise with whomsoever ’ 
you please. I have always held it an indispensable duty I ojve to my 
friends, the Company, to make these communications to their representa¬ 
tives here, as you will find I have pointedly done before the invasion of 
Hydcr, when I warned them of the impending danger ; and had my re¬ 
presentations at that time been properly regarded, it is well known that 
the calamities we are now suffering under might have been averted. In 
the present case, my representations are made with the same good mo¬ 
tives to preserve and secure the connected and inseparable interests of the 
English and myself; and had they been properly attended to by your 
Lordship, very essential assistance would have been obtained towards 
alleviating the distresses of the Carnatic, and in procuring means for re¬ 
pelling the invasion of our enemies: and though your Lordship would 
insinuate that my representations to you tend to create a variance with 
my good friends, the Company, yet you weil know, my Lord, that my 
complaints to you are not against them, but against your Lordship per¬ 
sonally. The servants of the Company, who of late have come in autho- 
rity to this country, though their names and faces are different, yet their 
views and designs are the same ; but every one pursues his own plan of 
carrying them into execution. Thus, injuries of every kind are brought 
upon me, and tny affairs j but how can I attribute these acts either to the 
Government of the Company, or to the Company themselves ? I can only 
lament the inability to restrain them, and until the Compariy shall ex¬ 
press their app/pbation of your conduct rowans me, and in my affairs, 

I cannot complain of them for what you have done. 

“ It is without a doubt that my son, Ameer ul Omrah Bahawder, 
contrary to the opinions of my whole family, of my eldest son, Omdut 
ui Omrah Bahawder, of my other sons, and all my servants, did advise 
me to place implicit confidence in your Lordship, and according to your 
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Lordship’s earnest desire,' to invest you with powers far exceeding what 
were' stipulated in the Bengal treaty, over the revenue of my country 
during the toar, in the hope that they would be duly exercised, and pro¬ 
ductive of good to the public service; of all which I verbally acquainted 
you at the time: and so certain was he of your Lordship’s good intent ions, 
that he even became a surety to me in my Durbar, under his own haiid, 
for your good conduct in that trust, a copy of which I enclose to you ; 
though, after obtaining those powers through my son’s endeavors, 
your Lordship published by tongue and pen, both far and near, that they 
were obtained from me by your own great address and exertions: I in 
return for all those marks of good faith and confidence that my son had in 
your Lfordship, and his strong desire to accede to your wishes, even to the 
extent of committing the future peace and welfare of myself and my 
family into your Lordship’s hands, what is there in Mie world that your 
Lordship does not now say and write against him, as well as against my¬ 
self?. Is it worthy of your Lordship to do every injury to a person, from 
whom you have experienced every kindness, and who, on account of the 
advice that he gave me to accede to your wishes, has so much incurred 
th- displeasure of myself and my family, that he is not able to hold up 
his head before us ? But the goodness of his intentions plead for him with 
me in extenuation of his fault. 

• ■ a 

<c I will now, my Lord, presume on your candor, to ask your Lordship, 
if you did not, previous, to your obtaining from me the powers over the 
revenues, make the most solemn promises that you would nominate re¬ 
sponsible people as Renters of the districts, who would be able to give 
Soucar security for, the revenues; but in violation of your promises, have 
you not appointed creatures without credit or reputation, or without any 
security for the revenues, such as have .been actually guilty ol em¬ 
bezzling the public revenues to an extensive degree; and have not 
complaints to this effect been made to your Lordship, in particular from 
the province of Nellour. 
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K Did not your Lordship solemnly engage and promise, underyour 
hand, that the provinces should not be let at an inferior rent to' what 
they had “produced in former years, under similar, circumstances ? And 
did I not furnish you with all .the particulars of, ten years collection fo; 
your guidance ? But in violation of those promises, have not the countries^ 
even those most distant from the seat of war, been let at rents far inferior 
to what they have yielded in former years; and that at a time of scarcity ‘ 
in the adjacent districts, whereby the produce of tho&e countries you have 
so let, must be greatly increased in value ? And has not your Lordship 
withheld from my distressed creditors their just right, ahd every sort of 
satisfaction for what has been received and supplied on this account ?” 

“ Did not your Lordship solemnly engage and promise under your hand, 
that the Renters and Amuldars to be appointed by you in my name, and 
under my seal, should be subject to my confirmation ? And did not you 
propose to me in writing that over such Renters and Amuldars I should 
appoint Aumeens to prevent embezzlements, and superintend the collec¬ 
tions, according to ancient custom, and as under me, in the fullest ex¬ 
tent, to exercise the office of Aumeen, in clear distinction from the reve¬ 
nue department, for all the purposes and in all the powers of iny Govern- 
inent $ a Government that of early time has been solemnly* secured to me, 
under the faith of his sacred Majesty of Great Britain, by every solemn 
pledge from the Company, and lately by the faith* of a solemn treaty en¬ 
tered into between the superior Government of Bengal and myself? But in 
violation,of all their pledges and assurance, has not your Lordship, of, ' 
your own authority, ill your own hame, without my confirmation or seal, "• 
granted Sunneds to Amuldars, and Renters for my provinces? And has t 
not your Lordship, of your own authority, dismissed all my people of 
every description in the towns and villages, without even giving them ' 
the pay due, as well those who, under the office of Aumeen, were su*'' 
perintendmg the collections, and were possessed of all the accounts of r \ 
the countries from ancient times, as those under the same office, exer- 
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cising the functions of Government in the different branches of judi¬ 
cature and police, and were possessed of all the records of the provinces, 
whose charge had descended chiefly from their ancestors, and who had 
no power whatever over the revenues, leaving the cities, towns, and 
villages in a state of anarchy ? By these violences, my Lord, has not my 
Government been totally subverted, my powers assumed by yourself, the 
collections of my revenues concealed from me without any account, but 
such as you chuse to give, exposed to'all manner of dissipation and em¬ 
bezzlement, and your own conduct in the countries thereby abused ? 
Was it necessary, my Lord, to have proceeded to those assumptions of 
power ? Was it within our mutual engagements that I should confirm at 
an instant the first persons you sent to me as Renters and A amildars, re¬ 
gardless of their civil and military fame, or insufficiency? Were not my books 
and registers open to your inspection for a knowledge of all those w r ho 
had preserved characters, and were eligible for offices of revenue ? Could 
their circumstances be otherwise known to your Lordship, and were not 
these the reasons for the article in the’agreement between us, stipulating 
for my confirmation of the persons nominated to those superior offices of 
revenue ? And as a proof that it was clearly so understood by both of us, 
I call to your mind your first act after being invested with power over 
the revenues, when you presented three people to me for the Aumildar- 
ship of Permacoil, and I immediately gave my confirmation of the one 
that was most proper, who was thereupon invested in that office by your 
Lordship in my name, and by my Sunned under the seal of my Go¬ 
vernment ? 

“ Did not your Lordship, after I had pointed out a great reduction in 
the current expences, promise-and assure me of a continuance of the 
Tanjee or the orders for the pay of my body guard, a few hundred peo¬ 
ple, attendant on my person and family, and did you not promise and 
assure me of the continuance of the small collection from the jaghires, 
given under the faith of government to the woman of my family, to my 
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children, my relations, and faithful servants, which had never been con* 
sidered or included in Government revenue; but when I complained pf 
your measures, did I not thereby incur your Lordship’s displeasure, and 
in consequence therof, and in violation of all your promises, did you not 
stop the payment of the Tanjee, and seize the; collections from those 
small Jaghires, leaving many reputable and honorable families in the 
utmost distress, want, and ruin? .And did you not, in like manner, put 
a stop to the expences for the feeding of my elephants and horses, indif¬ 
ferent forts, whereby most of them have died, and the rest are rendered 
unserviceable ? And further, did you not cause the small daily allowance 
to the poor, and the inconsiderable grants for the service and support of 
the mosques, churches, and places for religious worship, to be seized as 
revenue, to the disgrace and dishonor of my name and of all government ? 
Did you not continually say to me, my Lord, that the treaty I had made 
with the superior Government of Bengal would ruin my affairs ? And 
have you not repeatedly threatened me, my Lord, before many of the 
gentleman ‘of the place that from my incurring your displeasure, yon 
would take such measures as should deprive me and my family in suc¬ 
cession of my Government? But is it with me alone that your Lordship 
has quarrelled; is it not the case with every gentleman of authority, 
command, or distinction amongst your own people, and the servants of 
the Company ? 

* 

“ Did not your Lordship totally disregard my applications to you, 
that receipts might be given for the large quantities of stores and provi¬ 
rions, issued to your people in the different garrisons, so that my grana¬ 
ries are drained, and my storehouses exhausted to supply your wants, 
without rec ipts, or accounts, and when I asked, according to custom, 
for a small quantity of ammunition to be supplied to my body guard, the 
horsemen, and Sepoys, to the number of about three hundred, who the 
other day, almost at your gates, so gallantly defeated Careem Sahib, the 
second son to Hyder 5 wi,h a body of above 6000 horse and Sepoys,, with 
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guns, who came down to bum and destroy the vicinity of Madras, and 
distress the garrison ? . Did not your Lordship refuse to comply with my 
application, except in very small part, though it has been always cus¬ 
tomary to supply me, and though the general, whom you referred it to 
for the purpose of delay, gave his approbation for its being complied 
■With ? Though this circumstance is unworthy of my notice, it will mark 
the disposition of your Lordship towards me. 

“ Did not your Lordship communicate at home and abroad that you 
had made a reduction of five lacks of pagodas in the expences incurred 
in the countries for one year ? But what, and where is that reduction, 
when the whole revenue from all the provinces for. the year, ufnder your 
Lordship's management, is less than half the sum that your Lordship 
talks of having reduced in the expences only ? Have you sent me for my 
expences more than 33,000 pagodas, as the proportion of a sixth part 
of the whole revenues for the year, w hich proves the whole revenues col¬ 
lected for the present year, now nearly expired, to amount to 1,98,000 
pagodas ? If more has been received from the countries, your Lordship 
shot Id tell me where it is deposited, and not deceive me in this point too, 

1 * 1 ' ' 

by withholding from me the proportion of one-sixth part of the revenues 
collected and promised under your hand to secure to me j the great 
distresses of myself and family for the want of money to supply the 
necessaries, of life have been continually known to you ; and as my trea¬ 
sury and the Company's are now one and the same under your charge, 
ancl at your dispoSal, may I not here, my Lord, well call your attention 
to the supplies of money you have thought fit to furnish for the Prince of 
the Carnatic, and all his family and attendants, compared with the large 
drafts you have made on the treasury, with an unabating hand, for your 
own salary of 40,000 pagodas a year j and an arbitrary sum, nearly ap¬ 
proaching the amount of your salary, under the denomination of secret 

services, notwithstanding the public distresses and wants'; and that all the 
v * \ 

von. i» 3 u 
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other servants of the Company, and even the army, are without their pay. 
If your Lordship means by reduction of expences the entire dismission of 
all my officers and servants of. Government, and the necessary Aulmagaunce 
attendants, an inherent establishment never to be altered so long as any / 
' Government is preserved y or if you mean on those groundless pretences 
to acquire reputation to yourself, such reductions, my Lord, are liko 
those that would be made by the gentlemen of the Company, were they 
to strike off your salary, allowances, and contingencies, and all other 
salaries and charges of-Government,-delivering over the administration of 
their affairs to one or two of their youngest writers. These would be 
similar reductions, but after all these flattering representations, have not 
the Aumiidars, under your authority, re-established the same charges in 
-the countries ? 

« Is it not known to your Lordship that by your conduct, myself, my 
family, and servants have been reduced to the most deplorable distresses ? 
In this situation, and while I was suffering every dishonor, disgrace, and 
indignity,, did you not treat me with personal derision before a principal 
and honorable officer of his Majesty*s service ? And have you not, my 
Lord, labored with avidity to dishonor me and my family by abetting the 
meanest and most unworthy calumniators ip fabricating false and “wicked 
insinuations and charges, calculated to defeme me and my son ? Have you 
not prevented enquiry and the examination of the person, who had been 
instigated to perjury oft that occasion, and is he not still held for your 
purposes upon dishonorable and groundless pretences, under your guards 
of Sepoys. 

’« In order to dishonor me and my Government, did not your Lordship 
cause the provinces to be put up to public auction, a measure the most 
disgraceful? And duriDg the whole course rf your Lordship’s manage¬ 
ment, have not! had continual petitions and representations from the in-- 
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habitants and vassals throughout all the provinces, setting forth the in¬ 
tolerable grievances arid oppressions they have s differed under your autho¬ 
rity ; the unreasonable demands made upon their share of the crop; and 
the oppressions and cruelties exercised upon them, even to the cutting off 
their ears and noses upon the .slightest pretences ? After your Lordship 
had dismissed all my people, of whatever denomination, without their 
pay, was it not proclaimed throughout many of the districts by beat of 
tom tom, that all such as had belonged to me, and were not retained in 
the service under your authority, should depart from the countries, or be 
punished ? Have not the distresses of the disbanded servants been beyond 
description, imprisoned and tortured by those under your authority -, and 
have not their importunities for subsistence been returned with bloodshed ? 
But at Tritchinoply, my Lord, were not the courts of justice removed 
from my Government-house, and affected to be held at the house of a 
private European gentleman ? 

“ Did not your Lordship violently seize,and open all letters addressed 
to me and my officers, on^ the affairs of my Government ? In the face of 
all the other Vakeels that attend upon your* Lordship, was not my Vakeel 
ighominiously dismissed from your presence, and not afterwards suffered 
to approach the Government-house ? When your Lordship found your¬ 
self unequal to the charge and rhanagement of the countries, and that the 
calculations, plans, and projects you had sent away to the Company and 
to Bengal^ in order to .raise your own fame, were evidently vain, ill- 
founded, and delusive: still to veil the deception and your insufficiency and 
designs did you not, my Lord, unjustly insinuate that I continued an 
interference in the revenue department, that interrupted the collectiohs; 
though you "well knew I did not interfere, and though the assertion is so 
contrary to all common sense, to every act of my life, and; to the very 
act that came so voluntarily from myself, of making over to the^Company 
by the Bengal treaty,’ and on the faith thereof, the whole revenues of my 

* ■ 3 U 2 
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country, for the exigencies and purposes of the war during its continuance; 

and this I did in order to remove all doubts, jealousies, or difficulties, 

between me and the representatives of my friends, the Company, in those 

■ 

perilous times ? 

t ' * 

“ Did I not repeatedly offer to your Lordship, upon seeing -your insuf¬ 
ficiency in the management of the countries, and the consequent evils, 
distresses, and public calamities, to ensure to your Lordship, under the 
security of good and responsible people, the whole amount of the revenues 
that could be collected or expected from the countries, grounded upon the' 
medium of the collections for the preceding ten years ; whereby a large 
revenue of several lacks of pagodas would have been secured for the 
public exigencies of the war ? But did not your Lordship reject that 
offer, and disdain all communication with me upon the subject, suffer¬ 
ing the revenues in a chief degree t cj be dissipated, embezzled, and 
lost ? 


“ Did not your Lordship improperly assume the command of the 
southern army under Colonel Braithwaite, which thereby fell a sacrifice to 
the enemy, a dreadful calamity to the Carnatic ? Hath not your Lord- 
ship taken upon yourself to furnish all the supplies, contingencies, and 
provisions for Sir Eyre Coote’s army; and notwithstanding the gallant 
conduct and repeated victories of Sir Eyre Coote, have not the public 
been deprived of all the advantages that would naturally have occurred 
from those victories, by the inability of Sir IJyre to pursue the enemy 
from the want of those supplies that depended on your Lordship to fur¬ 
nish, notwithstanding the resources of the Company’s countries and 
mine, from whence the supplies of bullocks should have been furnished, 
have been entirely under your Lordship’s authority and management ? 
Have not the operations of Sir Eyre been the. jby defeated, and a victo- 
rious army rendered inactive and almost confined to the precincts of 
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Madras, from, the time of your Lordship's arrival here; an army that 
would certainly have cleared the country of Hyder’s forces long before the 
junction of the French, had rice and a proper number of bullocks to carry 
it been furnished by your Lordship, sufficient to have enabled Sir Eyre to 
have moved from Madras for any length of time ? And does not your 
Lordship boast of having obtained, since the time of your arrival here, 
now fourteen months, a supply' of i6,coo bullocks for the public ser¬ 
vice ? Is such a supply, my Lord, equal to a fourth part even of the con¬ 
tingencies, or casualties, that must naturally accrue in such a service as 
the present war ? But what sums, my Lord, have been expended in vain, 
through want of bullocks to convey provisions, and enable the army to 
act with effect; and what are the misfortunes that now threaten us from 
the want of those supplies that ought to have been furnished at an earlier 
period, thereby to have secured the Carnatic against all our enemies? 
Was it known to your Lordship the supplies and expenditures in the 
article of bullocks, by the Company's people and mine in former wars ? 
Certainly your Lordship would think very little indeed of what you have 
done in the present. You would blush, my Lord, to mention the small 
number obtained for the army through your means, though all the re¬ 
sources have been under your authority. 

“ It is indeed endless, my Lord, for me to adduce the circumstances 
of my sufferings, and those of the Company and the public under your 
Lordship’s conduct. I will therefore, for the present, only ask of your 
Lordship one truth farther, if you have not been .tampering and intriguing 
with iny family for the worst of purposes, and thereby seducing those 
nearest to me of blood from their duty, affections, and allegiance? Could 
your Lordship believe I was unacquainted with this conduct ? But what 
am I not to suffer under your Lordship’s administration ? 

“ Indeed, my Lord, all these are direful facts, dreadfttl to my feeling?, 
and big with calamity; and those facts are the t^ye. cause of aH my suf- 
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ferings. When in the course of your progress, I have represented and 
remonstrated to your Lordship, you have cloaked yourself under appeals 
to your writings, neither known nor communicated to me, but formed to 
veil your conduct, and to convey to my old friends, the Company, only 
such information as suits your own purposes; and under that cover 
framing pleas and excuses for your own conduct, and criminating me in 
many parts. Such writings you call records; partial representations, 
made by the offending party, I presume can neither justify your measures, 
or prejudice me; nor can such representations deserve the name of records 
until they have been communicated to, and replies made by, those whom 
they concern. 

cc Such, my Lord, are the sufferings of the old, the faithful, and 
unshaken friend and ally of the English nation, the lawful Prince of the 
Carnatic; nor will 1 doubt but that the justice of the English will afford 
me ample retribution for the injuries done me, and restore my honor and 
dignity. What can I say more ? 

P. S. I send you a translation, made with care, by my secretary, of 
this letter, to prevent mistakes; because the translations in Persian of 
your letters to me differ from the originals. 
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_ * 

Minute of the President of Fort St. George, relative to a Letter in English, 
from the Nabob of Arcot to Lori Macartney, of the i yth August, 
dated 1 6th September, 1782. 


«< rpi 

' JL HE President had the honor to lay before the committee, a let¬ 
ter which he lately received from his Highness the Nabob. 


“ It is meant to convey the severest censure uppn the whole of the 
President’s conduct in this Government, and he acknowledges it is no 
pleasing performance of his duty to communicate, even to the witnesses 
of that conduct, charges which derive,,at least apparently, their source 

from a person of so respectable a ranx as the Nabobi 

' 

ct It is a subject of much mortification to th President to be dis¬ 
appointed, in the desire he had formed of pleasing and satisfying his 
Highness, for whom he has the greatest respect. It is a severe misfortune 
to him, either to have really had the wickedness of being guilty of those 
several charges by a flagrant abuse of the trust reposed in him, or, by 
a faithful discharge of it, at this critical juncture, to have excited the:, 
efforts of the Nabob’s ministers and advisers to remove him from it, by 
an accusation on the part of his Highness of heavy crimes. 

# 

“ He is aware of the impression that is expected to be made upon the 
public at a* distance by the weight of such a name; he has observed on 
this occasion the successful union of European address and Oriental elo¬ 
quence, in exciting the passions to a commiseration .of his Highness’s. 

sufferings, and in imputing those sufferings to the President.. 

' \ 



520 


APPENDIX. No. XVI. 


• i 

“ But his inclination would neither prompt, or his situation, permit, 
even if his talents had enabled or his case required, him to have re¬ 
course to such arts in aid of his defence. He conceives that it ultimately 
must rest upon those plain and important matters of fact that have hap¬ 
pened in his Government, and which cannot be altered or suppressed : to 
the deliberate and impartial consideration of them he commits his con- ‘ 
duct and himself; perhaps it will be found, that his task has not been 
easy, or his situation pleasant. 


“ The letter indeed, under the Nabob’s seal, does not deal much in 
the proof or even the assertion of fact; but in directing the drift of in¬ 
terrogatory addressed to the President, in such a manner, and with such 
a tendency, as to insinuate, that the answers, to be true, should be given 
in the affirmative; which affirmative must stamp a guilt upon the 
answer. 


“ If the truth be really on that side, and the President be guilty of all 
those crimes concerning which he thus is questioned, no denial of them 
will prevent the indignation, so justly, in that case, excited by the display 
of injuries committed and wounds inflicted by him; and if it should 
prove otherwise, more of that indignation than the President requires, 
will recoil upon the aggressors. 

, « 

“ If this attack had been restricted to any particular instances of de¬ 
viation from the general line which has marked the present administra¬ 
tion of the Presidency, or had been founded on a supposition of facts, 
compatible with those which have a known existence, the President 
might have been justly apprehensive of the consequences of a charge on 
the part of his Highness, or in his name; and should*have to rely on 
the candor of his employers, in being forgiven for any error, into which 
be might inadvertently have fallen. 

7 
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Though the letter addressed to the President contains a list of grievances 
said to be suffered,, and of questions supposed to be put by his Highness 
the Nabob, it is not expected by his ministers or advisers that the former 
should be acknowledged ; or is it wished that the latter should be answered 
by the President j the real object of sending to him such a letter, being 
the hope of giving weight to those accusations elsewhere, by the boldness 
of asserting them upon the spot. .■ . 


. • <* The President, therefore, runs no risk of giving any real dissatis¬ 
faction by not replying to the Nabob’s letter, which he shall not do, 
otherwise than by the subsequent account of his transactions with his 
Highness. 


“ If, as is asserted in this letter, the President had quarrelled with 
every gentleman of distinction among his own people and the servants of 
the Company, the repeated expression of their sentiments of his modera¬ 
tion, integrity, and assiduity would come in the President’s fovor yridi all 
the strength of the acknowledgment of enemies. 


v 1 * 


<e He does not indeed bias the judgment or win tbe.^n||^bf men, 
by exciting,sentiments in their minds of personal inte^fW’%raritude: 
strictness to engagements with the Company, and e* 
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« Whether he has had prudence or judgment in the conduct of pubht|^ 
affairs, he has had at least the approl>ation of them by his successive col--, 
leagues in the administration implied in their concurrence in bis, or his\ 
concurrence, in thdr, -prppo^ls : * no disagreements having happened' 
amongst them; nor has siperisnee throw n any doubt upon the propriety 
of those proceedings. > f , 

** . ' * , V * / 

/ * * , . 

“ Of all the proceedings oi this Government, none have befen carried on 

with more caution, with so much personal delicacy, or with such repre¬ 
hensible and indeed reprehended delay, on account of that delicacy, as 
those which respected his Highness the Nabob 


44 Though, from the first moment of the invasion of the Carnatic, 4 he 

* ceased to pay a single pagoda into the Company’s treasury towards 
4 assisting to repel that invasion. as if his own treasury had at once been 

* annihilated by the event * , * 


44 Though he made, but did not perform, even in the smallest degree, 
4 a solemn promise, on the representation of the late Government, and of 
4 Sir Eyre Copte, to pay one lack of pagodas on or before the ist day of 
4 February 1781; nor did he pay any part of it afterwards f :* 

41 Though that General, whose testimony his Highness will not at this 
time controvert, 4 would hot allow that his Highness’s delay in supplying 
4 money proceeded entirely from inability, as he thought he could not 
4 have exhausted the large sums which, he had borrowed from individuals, 

* Letter From Governor Smith to the Nabob, April 30, 1781. * 

f Sir Eyre Cootc to the Committee, April i<S, 1781. 
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? and the'Wry Considerable revenue which he not only collected but ex- 
4 Sfcted'from the country, insomuch os to reduce it to a deplorable state 
4 even before the enemy entered it * 

44 Though failing to give money, and having, in lieu of it, assigned 
to the Company the levcnuea of the southern provinces of Iritchinopoly 
and Tinevelley towards the support ol the war, after having sl.ntd, 4 that 
4 the net revenue of the former amounted, at least, to 50,000 pagodas, 
4 beside the amount of the assignment to individuals on that revenue j and 
* that the net revenue of TipCvellcy was, at least, 200,000 pagodas beside 
4 the assignment to individuals amounting to several lacks 1 .* lie soon, 
after the assignment, transmitted a statement of those 4 provinces by which 
4 the charges of Tritchinopoly to be defrayed out of the revenues, and to 
4 be retained by his officers for that purpose, were made to exceed consi- 
4 dcrable the revenues of that province, and the revenue of Tmevtlley to 
4 exceed its charges by little more ’•'an one lack of pagodas f 4 and his 
4 second son, and minister ‘the Ameer ul Omrab, sent pressing orders to 
4 the Phousdar of the province, after such assignment to the Company, to 
4 ,r unit to him bills of exchange for that lack of pagodas §: * 

* 

“ Though 4 it was not doubted from the engagements, into which he en« 

4 tered since the invasion of his country, but that he w*s possessed of the 
4 means of furnishing supplies for its defence, and was told, that it was a 
4 fatal policy to withhold them in the idea that the Company had too 
f much at stake not to find resources for carrying on the war {] :* 

44 Though the treasury of Fort St. George was actually exhausted, and 
that of Bengal much drained, and the civil servants of the Company de 

* Sir Eyre Coote to Committee, April 16, 1781. 

-j- Letter from the Nabob to Governor WhitchiU, October 45* *780. 
j Letter from the Nabob to Governor Smith, March j, xy 8 t. » 

$ Letter from Governor Smith to the Nabob, April 30, Vjiu li Ibid 

3 x a 



5*4 


APPENDIX, No. XVI. 


pnved even Of their* salaries for a long period, in order t6 apply ,ttie V; |v, 
amount towards paying troops for the defence of the Carnatic; 

■ , M'. 

' • "i \ ,S*V' 

1 44 Though the property of the Company had been sold to raise funds 1 


for the same purpose, and money had been taken upon Company’s bonds, 
while any could be procured upon thetn, and bills of. exchange were 
drawn upon the Court of Directors, contrary to the instructions and in¬ 
terests of the r Company, and though these funds were still so inadequate 
"that the troops were still much in arrear and ready to* mutiny: . 


44 Though his Highness was in possession of the Company’s Jaghire, 
and received some revenue from it daily, without paying the smallest part 
of the stipulated rent: ' , # 

M Though, * when that assignment of TrUchinopoly and Tinevelley was 
4 found to be of no avail by the last system of charges, into which his 
4 Highness would not consent to any enquiry or alteration ; but desired 
4 that tl*e overplus of the revenue of one province should be applied to- 
c wards defraying the overplus charges of the other, instancing at the 

* same time such unproductive assignment as a proof of. his regard for the 

* interest of the Company * 4 and when pressed by the late Government 

* to give effectual aid, and warned that, unless resources were furnished 
4 for carrying on the war, the most favorable issue of ft would be to pur- 
4 chase a peace by ceding a part of the Carnatic to save the remainder f.* 
His Highness, to avoid immediate importunity upon the spot, sent agents 
to the Governor-general and Council of Bengal, informing them, * that 

* of several taiooks or provinces of the Carnatic still secure from tire enemy,' 
4 some were included in the accounts of the Company, some were 
‘ assigned to his creditors, and of some he had received the pesheush or 
4 tribute in advance; and signifying his consent that whatever should be 
4 collected from those mahals or districts, might be expended for the 


Ibid. 


* Letter from Governor faui.li, April ;;o, 17$!. 
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4 Conqatff thinking, at the same time, that the state of war in which 
ri the Companywks engaged, and the distresses in which it was plunged, 
-afforded no unfavorable occasion for his asserting and obtaining an ac- 
* kiid%Iedgment, * that he was the hereditary Prince of the Carnatic am! 

* Balaghaut, and Peanghaut, and was independent of every one; that the 
' * political administration of those countries should be altogether de- 

4 pendent upon him; and that his good friends, the Company, should not 

* interfere in it f.* 


‘ And that a treaty of peace should be made by the King of Great 
< Britain with the King of France, including the rights of his Govern- 
6 ment without the connection of any one; together with a power in 
6 him to appoint a successor in the Carnatic, to be settled in a solid 
4 manner 


* And that his friends, the Company, should be just and favorable to 
c him by assisting to conquer, and by giving int? his hands, after the 
4 defeat of the enemy, the talooks or provinces of Cuddapah and Zeer- 
6 |haut, and several mahals or districts in F'daghaut belonging to Car- 
4 natic Peanghaut §•’ 

< And that the talook or province of Tanjore was his right, that, con- 
6 formably to the rules or practice of Indostan, he had taken possession 
‘ of it with the assistance of his friends, the Representatives of the Com- 
4 pany, to whom he had returned his thanks; but that it was afterwards' 
4 taken from him by force at the instigation of self-interested ppopte, and 
4 his right «ivcn up to a. ryot or peasant of his ; that if his friends would 
4 act justly and give him'back Tanjore, great advantage would be derived 

* Requests of Nabob to Mr. Hastings communicated to the Presidency of Fort St. 
."George, Aug. 23, 1781. 

. . Request 2d. X Ibid, 6th. § Ibid, jjdt. • 

i s ' 4 
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* to the Company ! 

‘ acted; but if ot , . r 

* prcpriatul to the payment of the Carnatic army', of his, the®.* 

« JM) Hic and private debts, and to the cxpuhion of the enemy * :’ 

* * ' 

t, Though the disposition which was manifested to favbr those manifold 
and momentous requests,'might be .supposed to'induce his Highness to 
Le attentive to the advice he asked, and wbi?ti followed it; and though ... 
his Highness’s agents solemnly executed, in his name, a treaty of assign- 
mem, so advised, of the revenues of the Carnatic for the support of the 
war with clauses to render the ■ same really productive: ‘And though, ■ 

« v ,’i, cn entreated to assist in alleviating the distresses of the Presidency, 

. cicn before the arrival of. the treaty, he referred to it as having fixed 

* the assistance he should give t • and that he solemnly ratified it on ns 
■ arrival, and promised to execute whatever depended upon him J 

. Though a Comm&ee of assigned revenue was appointed for the more 
« regular, impartial, and effectual execution of this peaty, which was chiefly 

* composed of persons agre&bie to the Nabob, and presided by Mr. Paul 
« BenfieW §,’ who had been, and is now again, supposed to be honored 
with much of his Highness’s Confidence: 

' f * , 

' . 9> , ■’ ’ s ' 

‘ Though the powers, which that Committee unanimously thought 

< essential to be vested ih the collectors of such revenues, and implied in 

< t ^c treaty were absolutely refused to be granted by his Highness, and 
Mr* Ben field was said to have incurred for the time, as the proposer of 

4 1 - . ,V' : >'• ' " ' ■ 

• , \ • > e . 

• ' u . > , ' i 

* Requeft rhth. ^ 

f Message from Ameer to Governor, July 6, 1781* 
j Ha-bob's letter, August 09, 1781. 

^ Cd&wdtatwns of Fort St. George, October 6, 178*. 

J) Mttrn&f of the Comn»iuee of assigned revenue, October 20, 1781, and their letters to 
Select Committee, Nyvemb'r 5, and November ij, 1781. 
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€«uch powers* his Highness’s severest displeasure; and tire treaty was by 
such refusal rendered of as li trie avail as the former assignment of the 
southern provinces, which it was to succeed and remedy; and that there 
was thus some grotind for the suspicion of- a plan being settled, that the 
complaints of engagements broken or defeated were to be stifled by new 
en S a g t: ‘* :en ts doomed to the same fate ; and that the Commander in Chief 


of the forces declared that, in case of secret and improper correspondence 
carried on by the Nabob, e it was better to give up the burdensome task, 
e and spare the British arms from shame and disgrace, and the British in- 

* terests from the total ruin, in which they might be involved by the hidden 

* and double transactions in the Nabob’s Government * 


“ Though the Governor-general and Coi^ncil of Bengal had expressed 
their sentiments, * that the present juncture justified this Presidency, in 
1 demanding from the Nabob the immediate transfer of his whole country 

* in exclusive assignment for the expences of the war ; and that his High- 
‘ ness’s refusal ought to be construed, as it would virtually prove a declared 
c separation of his interests from those of the Company, and would re- 

* 4 l ’ re the adoption of a new system, both fo- the present security of the 
‘ latter, and a future indemnification for the expences. and hazards 

* entailed on the Compafiy by their former connection with the 

* Nabob f :* 

\ 

* * 

“ Though the General of the forces employed in resisting the invasion 
of the Carnatic, had early observed that 6 there was some fundamental 

* error in his Highness’s Government of the country, as otherwise the in. 

* habitants would not so speedily have forsaken his interests J:’,* and urged 

* that the experience of his Highness’s total inactivity and' neglect of his 

1 * , - ■ ** ; 4i ' ' . 

* Letter from Sir Eyre Coote, September 19, 1781. , - 

t Letter from Governor.general and Council of Bengal, February 36, 1781, 

| Letter from Sir Eyre Coote, March ja, 1781. 

I 
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Wn afiairt/^. 0 ^'^g rend^Bo. pfle 
V^| or disinclination «o give :thf lpast 
'‘•'isfy of the country then in the h^ .sf the eft^ W 
v'^ct Committee to their Kmg and country in .* ,«■» -Jg 

. entire management of the Carnatic • ;’ *nd thp Generd. aftm^rds . J- 
farmed the Committee that ‘ it was necessary to encourage the Po/g*^ 

' or Principal inhabitants, in the hope that they woudexpencnce from 

. th e justice and equity of onr Government, some rehef from, and a d* 

f cinreritv aiainsti 'a repetition of those oppressions which they 

gree 0 il JTmnfsss had a principal share in alienating their af- , 

did not scruple to contejs nan a pro c p 

fewions from the Nabob’s Government; + and the General also e 
minded the Committee of his having pointed'out to them repeate y 
the necessity of taking a lead in the' executive .management of the 

>* vemment \* 


t 

€ 


: %M though Ae -Committee acknowledged ‘ the necessity of a mate- 

rf . lh£ ^ tlTZ 


the executive^ management 

it e V * ._ 
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to a conclusion, and gave the general 

^ « L . a- 


^Ti™„loved by methods consonant to their 

Z ***** a** ^ and 

powers' : 



« Yet they that the 1 connection of the. Company with his 

« instrucdons *** ia ^ 

• Ibid. 

+ Letter from Sir Efre^%j^»»l>'"t' " 8l 

t rbid. , „ Rl . . 

I Lrtter from the SeUtt .Nov»b« 1 1, 1781- 
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* tion of all business with him, they should proceed with temper and even 

* with delicacy, that they v/ished to interpose with effect but without 
giving ‘ offence *. They were indeed determined to give the Nabob 
no cause of offence; and to avoid disagreement with him even after the 
infringement of his own treaty, they once more consented to take into con- 
sideratiorrhew proposals for a new assignment from him. 

<c These proposals were another modification of the former assignment; 
better calculated in his opinion, as he said, to preserve the dignity of his 
station in the eyes of the people; and, on that account, absolutely refusing, 
as is related by the witnesses to the transaction, to communicate to any of 
the Company’s servants, under the rank of the President, any portion of 
his authority ; and expressly stipulating, that Mr. Benfield, to whom he was 
not yet reconciled, should be removed from every concern in the assigned 
revenue. He conferred on the Governor, on behalf of the Company, the 
power of renting and managing, in his Highness’s name, the revenues of 
the country, which implied a power of regulating the public charges, for a 
limited time. 

6 Those who knew the extreme reluctance with which his Highness 
c had consented, even to the unavailing assignment of two of the southern 
‘ provinces upon the irruption of Hyder f,’ and who reflected upon his 
evasion of the assignment expressly stipulated by treaty, publicly decla4||t 
that he must have been impelled to the present assignment, which pro¬ 
mised fairer to be efficient than any of the former, either by his know¬ 
ledge of the sentiments of the Governor-general and Council of Bengal, 
and his apprehensions of decisive instructions from them to this Presi¬ 
dency, as well as by the effect of the strong and repeated remonstrances 
of the Commander in Chief on various instances of his Highness’s mis- 

* Letter from the Select Committee, November 12, 1781. 

-j-Letter from Governor Smith, April ;;o, 17S1. 
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conduct, or that he had unusual confidence in the present President, and-, 
found that no dissuasive arguments would operate upon his integrity, or. 
that his Highness and his ministers still flattered themselves that they should 
be able to defeat the present as they had defeated the past assignments. 

tf But the marked respect of the President towards the Nabob, and his 
prepossessions in his Highness’s favor, would not allow him to see in this 
transaction, at that time, the effects of any other causes than those of 
his Highness’s regard for the Company and the English nation, and his 
sense of the necessity of sacrificing every inferior consideration to the sup¬ 
port of the common cause. 

» 

<f He was particularly solicitous too that his Highness should experi¬ 
ence from this arrangement, the gratification which he had so much at 
heart, to recommend as the chief instrument of it his second son and 
minister the Ameer ul Omrah, who, beside the unfavorable character he 
bore in the private opinions of men, was frequently recorded in the gene¬ 
ral letters of the Presidency, to be artful, intriguing, and adverse to the 
interest of the Company; and in the very Government which had favored 
his father’s views upen the kingdom of Tanjore, ‘ this second son’s rest- 
‘ less spirit of ambition was a ground of apprehension and representation *;* 
and concerning whom, lest he should gain a dangerous confidence in the 
^suspecting breast of a person lately arrived in the country, a very re¬ 
spectable person in high rank and trust, whom his Highness the Nabob 
calls his good friend, thought it necessary to write to the President, and, 
though it 7 night be displeasing io caution bim 9 from his regard for him as well 
as for the welfare of bis country , against the intrigues of the Ameer . 

“ But whatever may have been the number or magnitude of his de- 
merits on former occasions, the President was careful to proclaim his 


* General Lttur from Governor Wynch and Council, July 4, 1775. 
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merit in forwarding the present arrangement which promised to be essen¬ 
tially beneficial. 

' * .. 

“ The President’s tongue and pen, which the Nabob’s letter supposes 
were employed in diffusing his own praises on this occasion, were em¬ 
ployed on the more necessary occasion of praising the Aineer. c He in- 
e formed the Select Committee in the handsomest terms of the consider- 

* able pains which had been taken by his Excellency, in forwarding this 

* important business # ;* ‘ and on the President’s assurance of them, an 
‘ account, to that pnrport, was transmitted by the Select Committee to 
‘ the Court of Directors f-* 

“ The part, which the President had borne in this transaction, did not 
require the assistance of his own tongue or pen to impress a favorable 
sense of it upon the public; they were sufficiently inclined to give him 
credit for qualities which they thought must be exerted in order to derive 
from the very urgency of public affairs, what, on no former and similar 
urgency, had been produced : an arrangement capable, if supported and 
continued, of establishing that certainty of revenue and security of de¬ 
fence on the coast, which the Company had found to be precarious; and 
which objects it had in vain attempted to attain ever since its arms had 
given the Nabobship to his Highness. 

‘ The members of the Committee therefore thought it would be the 

* greatest injustice to themselves as well as to the President, to be content 
J with the mere expression of their approbation of such a measure: to 
*■ attain an object ol that magnitude, and which had so much opposition 
4 to encounter in the jealousy and prejudices of the Nabob, the greatest 
« ability would alone have been ineffectual without that judicious and 

* Consultations of Fort St. George, December 4, i;8i. 

-5- General letter to-the Cuuit of Directors, January 26, 1781. 

3 Y 2 
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temperate line of conduct which the President preserved throughout the 
negotiation, and the most perfect conviction in the mind of the Nabob 
’ of his just and upright intentions * * * 

“ Not the tongues and pens alone of the immediate witnesses of the Pre¬ 
sident’s conduct rendered it unnecessary for him to proclaim his own exer¬ 
tions or address; but the members of the superintending Council of Bengal, 
‘ who, in investing this Government with every authority and confidence 
e which could aid its operations, declared that they did so from their 

* perfect reliance upon the impartial, clear, and discriminating judgment 
‘ of the President, who was disconnected with any local or party views in 
‘ the Carnatic, and, from his great experience in public affairs, would 

* distinctly and justy decide, where the claims of the subject interfered 
4 with those of the Government, and where the rights of Princes in al- 

* liance were involved with both under all the evils of a general 
‘ war 

“ This declaration was accompanied by an express desire, e that in 

* a crisis of such actual danger to the existence of the territorial rights of 

* the Nabob of Arcot. and Rajah of Tanjore, no obstructions of their 
c little contests, or any unseasonable interposition of their local authority, 
4 should be permitted to prevent this Government from taking care that 
1 the produce of the country be collected and applied to its immediate 
1 defence {;* and the Governor-general and Council, on hearing of the vo¬ 
luntary cession of the revenues of the Carnatic for the support of the 
war, ‘ express their entire satisfaction, and applaud the ability and address 

* with which so considerable a point must have been gained from the 
4 Nabob 

* Minute in the Select Committee, December, 4, 178*. 
t Letter from Supreme Council of Bengal, December, 26, 1781. | Ibid. 

$ Letter irom Gove-,01-general and Council of Bengal, March 1 1, 178a. 
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« Whatever were the flattering hopes entertained by the President, oi 
confidence placed by him in the cordiality and sincerity of hi* Highness 
and his ministers, the Committee had very scon occasion to observe to 
the Governor-general and Council of Bengal, * that the power lately 

* vested in the President was found liable to be counteracted by artifice 
« prevailing on the habits of implicit obedience to the intimation of 
e any wishes from the ministers of his Highness; and that though the 
6 authority immediately entrusted to the Governor was exercised by a. 
« Committee of gentlemen, selected for that purpose, from their know- 

* ledge in and their application to public business, there was reason to 
« apprehend that it was the perseverance only of that Committee in its 
« efforts and the continuance of a decided support from their superin- 

* tending Board that could enable them to succeed in that desirable but 
‘ arduous undertaking *.* 

« To the Board of Assigned Re^ :nue, as a fit object of their sole oc¬ 
cupation, the whole detail of this important business has been, in fact, 
uninterruptedly entrusted. 

« 

“ Transactions carried on by a public Board, open to the inspection 
of his Highness, subject to the control of Government, and rendered ef¬ 
fectual only by the signature of the Governor, were not likely to wear 
the impression of that rashness, violence, and oppression, into which sole 
and unlimited authority sometimes degeneratesor of that partiality and 
corruption, to which the darkness and secrecy of private offices might 
afford a temptation, as well as an opportunity to individuals. 

« Had his Highness tire Nabob, and his Excellency the Ameer, 
been as sincere in their wishes and cordial in their co-operation, 
as they were strenuous in the expressions of their hope of benefit from. 

* Letter to Governor-general and Council of Bengal, February J> 178 a* 
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this arrangement, which was in fact, on all sides, allowed to be highly ne¬ 
cessary, and capable of being as highly beneficial; this arrangement, of 
which the execution was placed with so much caution into such proper 
hands, who were vested with the apparent absolute authority of 
the Nabob, could not fail of producing immediately its natural 
effect. 


“ It requires therefore neither the assistance of real or fabricated tes¬ 
timony to prove, because the nature of thing demonstrates, that this as¬ 
signment, which, as proving ineffectual, his Highness the Nabob soon 
required to be surrendered back to him, could not have even for a time 
become so; or the fact take place which furnished the opportunity of 
making this demand, otherwise than by the opeiation of that assignment 
having been secretly counteracted and interrupted, by the only means 
that could affect it; and which had been sufficient to overturn all the for¬ 
mer public engagements of the Nabob ; and which seem to proceed from 
the adoption of that short-sighted policy so long observed to have in¬ 
fluenced his Highness’s conduct, and so frequently expressed in the ac¬ 
counts given to the Company, of his publicly consenting to what he 
privately prohibited; and which constitute part of those fundamental 
errors, those hidden and double transactions, and that duplicity and 
iniquity in the Nabob’s Government already mentioned to have been re¬ 
peatedly represented to this Government. 

u It is really true, that for a considerable time after the execution of 
this assignment it was utterly unproductive. 

k4 T.jc attention of the President towards the Nabob, and which 
operated upon the whole Committee, the determination of proceeding 
with delicacy and tenderness towards even the officers, who had been of 
Iris Highness's appointment, induced the President, who had an express 
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power to remove, to make a point of continuing the Nabob’s own Au- 
mildars and Renters in their respective offices. 


6 But it was found that those people, instead of obeying his orders re¬ 
specting the revenues, were still influenced bv the Nabob's ministers ■ 
and that remittances were secretlv made to the Ameer id Omrah, not- 
6 withstanding all the vigilance exerted to oppose ir, and which only was 
* sufficient to detect it. Every information even, or account of the col- 
c lections made in the different districts, was withheld by various jvadons 
c and delays 


“ Of the Ameer’s early intention to defeat, and his industry in defeat¬ 
ing, this assignment, the testimony is not derived from native and devoted 
servants, or subjects terrified, or obscure, or partial individuals, from 
whom false attestations might be extorted; but from facts which are 
stubborn, unequivocal, and involve die intention. 

« That the same was indeed universally observed, may be collected 
from the repo it summed up and transmitted among others by the Com¬ 
pany’s resident in the southern countries. Mr. John Sulivan, who is 
added here because he is known to be of a character too respectable to be 
doubted, as well as too solid to take notice of slight surmises to the pre¬ 
judice of his Highness or his family. 

« Mr. Sulivan acknowledges * that the suspicions relative to the Dur- 
< bar were ioo well founded; that every letter he received from the south- 
‘ ward, mentioned some instances of counteraction; that the people of the 
*■ country were taught to look upon the interference of the Company as a 
4 temporary measure that must soon terminate; and that vengeance was 

* Letter from Select Committee to Governor-general and Council of Bengal, March 13, 
J/82. 
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6 denounced against every man who should dare to oppose the mandates 
* of the Durbar V 


iC Had the President from partiality fatored or from weakness suffered, 
the speedy termination so announced oi the assignment, he might have 
escaped the invectives thrown upon him in the name of his Highness; 
L and Ids Highness might pc; Laps still declare, that it was through Ids 
‘ good fortune that the President !:rd arrived here; and his hopes Pom 
L the well "known honor and abilities of the President would have been 
6 realized 


ct It is possible too that the hopes of his ? hv< Ji.mev the Ymcer may 
have been checked in a point which was persona! to Iiimseig and which 


he is fond of tacking,, being an object of some dillhulry, to the assign¬ 
ments granted bv his father. 


£ '1 he exalted and illustrious Emperor Shau Ailuin had been pleased 
c out of his great favor and high esteem for the Nabob Wallaw Jaw. 
c ro give and ^grant by his Royal Phirmaund, hearing date the 26th An 
6 gust 1765, to him and to his eldest son Oindat ul Omrah, the Govern- 
* ment of the Carnatic Paenghaut; and the Great Nabob Nizam Ail 
« Soubah of the Decan was likewise pleased to consent that the Govern- 
C ment of the Carnatic Paenghaut should be enjoyed as a free gift by the 
4 said Nabob Wallaw Jaw, and after him by his eldest son Omdal ul 
'■ Omrah}.* 


sc This Phirmaund or grant of the Mogul, which was ; 
Clive, and accompanied by titles which the Nalmb -til! 


.-rained bv Eon! 

j 

1 vt:u\ in 


* letter from Mr. Sulivanto the Select Committee f Fort St. George, teb 14 * 1 
-}• Nabob's letter, August 29, 1781 

Treaty between the East India Company, the Nabob Waniaw Ian, Mui the Great 
Nabob Nizam Ah Soubah of the Decan. Article 7 

I 
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“ His Highness made, and has frequently repeated, a specific charge 
of bloodshed in consequence of the execution of a jemidar or lieutenant 
of cavalry for mutiny at Nellore. 

j 

“ The depositions at length were laid before his Highness. If he 
had made a requisition, as he hafe on former less serious occasions 
done, for a court martial on Captaim Campbell commandant at Nellore, 
at the time, it would have been granted; but an acquittal might impede 
the aim, with which the charge is now renewed. If the times admitted 
of Captain Campbell’s being relieve*] from his command, a requisition 
from the Nabob for a trial would hjave been unnecessary: but the act 
whether just and necessary, or unnecessary and unjust, is not'the Presi- 
sident’s act; nor did he give any powers or any directions that might 
have led to it. 

i ■ 

“ The loss of noses and of ears ; is for the first time mentioned in 
this letter from the Nabob: no 'names are mentioned of sufferers, 
or of the places where they suffe red, or of the persons who, under 
the President’s authority, ^commit- *jd those cruelties and oppressions. 
It is not pretended that the Prerid' mt directed the commission of those 
cruel acts j if the authority fee fead given has happened to be 
abused, he is no more accountable for it than is the Nabob for the fla¬ 
grant abuse he complains the Presid^iitjfeas made of the power delegated 
to him by his Highness. The Aulmifdars,' who are officers of justice, 
may have, in the proper discharge.* or tinder,the color of the discharge, 
of their duty, ordered such punish of tents as the laws or customs of the 
country may have in some particular* cases authorised ; but no accounts of 
inch punishments have been laid b< ! fore either of the Committees or the 
President j if the Nabob conceals th representation of such facts, in order 
to display them at a distance, it will - not, be a presumption that they were 
incontrovertible upon the spot- P ferhgips it is meant to be no more than 
the ordinary surplusage and unsubs****"*’*! ornament of an Oriental crimi- 

t •' t 
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natory charge, somewhat like the legal and technical but unmeaning 
slander of European processes, or like the empty sounds of those tom toms, 
o,r eastern village drums, by the beat of which his Highness is pleased 
seriously to ask if his officers, at the time, possessed of real power, weight, 
and influence', were not dismissed and driven from the country. 

<e It does not appear that his Highness ever once proposed to appoint 
Aumeens or inspectors of accounts; but the accounts are public, and 
Open for such Aumeens or any other persons his Highness may be pleased 
to appoint for the inspection and examination of them. His Highness 
is in no doubt possessed of those accounts, or abstracts of them j and he 
reasons on them. 

“ But though his Highness may have been mistaken in relation to his 
country where he does not reside, but in the precincts of Fort St. George, 
or to his officers who may deceive him, he cannot be mistaken as to his 
personal situation. It might perhaps be thought that the violence of his 
animosity, the bitterness of his expressions, his accusation of the sub- 
* erson of his Government, of the usurpation of his powers, and conceal¬ 
ment of his revenues by the President, may have been the ebullitions of 
resentment arising from the poignancy of his own distress. On the in¬ 
vasion indeed of the Carnatic, he quitted his ustfal mansion which was 
suitable to his dignity, but ill suited to his safety. That removal pre¬ 
ceded the accession of the President to this Government. His Highness 
has since dwelt in the same habitation, is protected by the same guards, 
is attended by the same officers, except some revenue clerks, receives the 
same honors, and appears to lead, in every respect, the same life 
which he is said to have done in the former Government, or previous 
to the assignment. 

ct But the mode of his Highness’s attack seems entirely founded on the 
observation, that accusations of injuries of this strong kind, painted in 

4 8 a 
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« * * 

moving and lively colors, are apt to catch the sympathising affections of 
the rnitid, and to leave an impression that the slow, and cold hand of 
truth does not afterwards easily efface. Bold assertion, warm repre¬ 
sentation, private influence, supercede investigation among Oriental po¬ 
liticians, whose wit and eloquence are equal to their depth of* intrigue, 
and freedom from scruple. 

nr ■* 

» 

“ Indeed the members of the Select Committee, in a letter written in 

June last, mention * having had occasion to observe such rapid changes 

‘ in the sentiments, expressed by his Highness the Nabob, of the same 

‘ persons, that they could scarcely consider his praises or his censures as 

4 prompted by affection or. resentment; but that they were the weapons 

* 

‘ of which he successively tried the use for the attainment of his pur- 
‘ poses. The members of the Committee had their turn of the strongest 
4 declarations of his esteem; and they would force him, if possible, to 

* a repetition of them by a continuation of good offices V 

44 Of the Nabob's reproach upon the President for not allowing the pay 
of his body guard out of the current expenses of the country, and of not 
withholding from the public the collections of several Jaghires, or parcels of 
land, in favorof the women of his Highness’s family, his children, his 
relations, and faithful servants, it is necessary only to observe, that the 
expence of the Nabob’s body guard residing in Madras forms no part of 
the current charges of the country, to be deducted out of their gross reve¬ 
nues ; and that his Highness,, in his letter, reserving a sixth part oft the re¬ 
venues for himself, expressly says, * it is for defraying, among other things, 

* the charges of the protection of himself and family f $* and to the latter 
object there is no exception in the assignment, in fayor of any lands or 
possessors of lands. All the revenue, except one-sixth, was to be applied 

* Letter to Govcrnor-general and Council of Bengal, June 29, 178a. 

1 Nabob’s letter to Governor, (October 1781. 
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to the support of the common cause. The President would be account¬ 
able in his private capacity for any such indulgence or deviation. He 
must have done it independently of the subordinate and principal com¬ 
mittee ; and he has done nothing in this business independently of them ; 

* 

but has acted solely on their suggestion. 

“ On the subject of the Nabob’s queries, relative to his elephants,, it is 
sufficient to observe, that the charges of their maintenance was retrenched 
with the consent of his Excellency the Ameer, and would have been 
done without it, because they were an expensive object of mere parade, 
and at a distance from his Highness’s residence/ and in the present junc¬ 
ture a ridiculous one; and that the Sepoys at the pame place were, at the 
« time in want of maintenance; but proper allowances have been made 

* for daily charity, and for the service and support of mosques, churches, 

‘ and pagodas, with precautions for the real application of such allowances 
4 to those purposes *.*. 

* 1 

* Receipts have been ordered to be regularly given for supplies fur- 
«- niS.ied in the several districts; and no instarce has been represented to 
‘ the Committee of the refusal of a receipt for stores or provisions deli. 

* vered by order of his Highness,, or by any. of his peopled. 

44 Some ammunition was delivered to some troops of his Excellency 
the Ameer, through perhaps an imprudent complaisance; because ammu* 
nirion is so scarce a§ not always to-be given even to his Majesty s fleet, 
to the full amount of its-demands; 4 and because the Ameer’s troops are 

* Minutes of Assigned- Revenue, May 27» 1782. 

f Letter to Lieut. Place, Permacoil, Feb. 14,1782.—Letter to Mr. Fallofield, Ciiddalore, 
Feb so, 1782.—Letter to Mr. Ram, receiver at Tritchinopoly, Feb. 21, 1782.—Letter 
to Mr. Proctor, receiver at Palamcottah, Feb. ai, 17S2.--Letter to Mr. Turing at Ncl- 

lore,. March ij, 1782. 
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* are reported to have done no service; but to have kept a mile in the 
rear V 

1 \ 

15 The President did not communicate at home or abroad, that he made 
any reduction in the public expenses j e but the Committee of assigned 
‘ revenue have laid a comparative statement of the gross amount of the 

* rents, according to the Nabob'* accounts, at an average, for the four 
‘ years immediately preceding the w.ar, and of the annual expenses by the 
e same accounts, with a gross amount of the present rents and present 

* expenses, by which it appears that in six districts rented there will be, 
«, if not ravaged by the enemy, an actual increase in the annual net reve- 

* nue of upwards of six lacks of pagodasf/ If that reduction were 
really such as the Company might make in delivering over -the admini¬ 
stration of their affairs to two or three of their youngest writers, such re¬ 
duction would not have continued until now j or the Company would do 
right to follow the example. 

“ t 

« The assignment did not begin to be productive till the new 
Aumildars entered on the exercise of their respective employments 
about May last. Of six districts rented, there is no safe or certain 
communication with three of them situated to the southward, from 
the interruption df enemies by* sea and land} and no remittance 
whatsoever has been received from thence. The three remainder have 
supplied in money, grain, and bullocks for our army, in four months 
about two lacks of pagodas; though no remittance was made by the 
Nabob in the eighteen months preceding. His Highness has received 
indeed 4:1,000 pagodas, which is more than a sixth of that sum, because 
he wished to receive some money in advance; and the President wished 
* „ 

* Letter from Colonel Kennedy, commandant of Madras, to the Town-major, May 7, 
178a. 

f Comparative statement in minutes of Committee of Assigned Revenue, May 27,1782. 
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to gratify him j but if the northern had been as unproductive as the 
southern provinces, the Nabob must have suffered the loss of his sixth as 
the public must have done that of the other five-sixths; * that proportion 

* not a definite sum was his Highness’s own choice*/ either that amount 
was equal to the like proportion of what he had received for a similar 
period, during his own management since the troubles, and of which he 
must have foreseen the sufficiency for the Nabob of the Carnatic, and his 
family and attendants confined by the calamities of war, and without the 
necessity of expensive splendor, to the town of Madras j or if he re¬ 
ceived more than the sextuple of what he now receives, he will have been 
equally an enemy to his own interest, and to that of the Company, in not 
supplying a single pagoda from it to the treasury of this Presidency, foi 
the support of that war which was waged, in order to repel the invasion of 
his country. 

\ 

“ But to disculpate the Nabob from so heavy a charge, it is just to de¬ 
clare it probable, that such were the mismanagement and useless charges 
in the country, and such were the imposition and rapacity of the people. 
abou» him, that he did not receive from the' * three provinces, as their 
entire net revenue much more than yvhat he now draws after^tpplying five- 
sixths of it to the discharge of his debts and the recovery of his territories. 
But comparison may lessen the estimated value of what was in itself abund¬ 
antly valued. Forty thousand pagodas in four months, out of only three 
provinces, make for the year no more than just triple the whole income of 
the Company’s principal representative on the coast of Coromandel. To 
this triple sum, until the other provinces become productive, has the Nabob 
stinted himself. ' He allows indeed a dependence on other resources 
within his reach, having declared that although his expenses are very 
great, yet, out of the growing revenues, ‘ he wishes only, in this time of 
« trouble, to have what is necessary to defray his table,, and ,supply the 

*> wants of a few people employed for his protection] .* 

• 


* Nabob’s letter, October 2 , r/Mi. 


f Ibid. 
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. “ One-third of what the Nabob reserves, in this time of trouble, out 
of a small part of his territories, merely to defray his table in Madras, 
and supply the wants of a few of his people, might not have been thought 
an extravagant allowance and compensation for all the trouble, as well as 
the expenses of a Governor of Madras, however free he may be from 
ostentation, and for all his family, and for all his attendants, even if that 
allowance had depended upon his own discretion to have established; but 
it is the act of his employers settled before his time j and they complain 
that his predecessors were not satisfied with it. 

“ If the present Governor had chosen to have added to it other gains, 
which would be criminal; his satisfaction with his salary alone, and his 
receipt of it, would not have been alledged against him as a crime. A 
man "who is accused for the exercise of his right, must have left no ground 
for being so, in doing wrong. He who rejects all other resources but the 
stipend allowed him, has the more occasion for the amount of that 
stipend j whether he makes his drafts with, an unabating hand, - or with 
various intervals, if they exceed not what is strictly due to him, he is 

equally justifiable. 

1 * 

« If he were to receive a compensation for the unjust reproaches that 
are cast upon him, if his employers were to allow for ^the advantages he 
might have reaped, and the praises he might have gained, from his High¬ 
ness the Nabob, by holding a conduct directly the reverse of what he has 
held, the salary which he now has, not cheaply earned, would form but a 
small proportion of his profits. * 

* “ Ail the-drafts for public and for secret services pass through his 

hands as Governor. The former, which are immense, and the latter, 
which, including the salaries and expense; of agents to Indian courts, 
&c. oh the Continent, and the Island of Ceylon, have not exceeded in 
the fourteen months of the present administration, when the nature of thg 
war calls for secret services, which to be perfomed, must be paid, the sum 

7 
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of *4,000 pagodas, are all accompanied with such vouchers as the cases 
would admit, and submitted to the inspection of his employers, who will 
have no reason to doubt of his caution or economy. 

** That caution and that economy were wanted and exerted in supply- 
irtg the disproportion between the resources, and the expenses and exigen¬ 
cies of the war. In the eleven months, during which the war was car¬ 
ried'on previously to the arrival of the President on this coast, 8 the army 
6 then consisting only of Carnatic troops, was subsisted entirely by re- 

* mittances from Bengal. This administration has since furnished specie 
8 equal to the subsistence of those troops j the treasure remitted from 

* Bengal, though considerable, being not more than sufficient to defray 
8 the charges of the reinforcement sent from thence V 

88 During the first eighteen months of the war, when the country, then 
less exhausted, was under the management of the Nabob, the army was 
supplied with fewer bullocks ; being than in the eight succeeding 

months, when the same country, necessarily more exhausted by the con- 
8 /inuancc of the war, was entrusted to th . management of the President, 
8 who supplied above 13,000 bullocks and 100,000 bags of rieef, 1 4 being 
c more of each than was supplied, or there was occasion to supply, 

8 in any equal time in the former Carnatic war +.* 

8 If three thousand bullocks were suffered to be captured fn one mght; 
8 for which the officer in charge was broken by court-mania! If the 
country 8 be so desolate as to supply no provisions for the troops, 01 
8 grain or fodder for the cattle employed to carry provisions jj/ and which. 

* See Statement by Accountant-general. 

See state of supplies by the Army-agent. 

% State of supples in the army uiuler General Joseph Smith, from January to 1 'an:!., 
in the A gent’s 

Letter from Sir f£yre Coote, February 178a. 

VOL. I. ’ . 4 C 
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on that account perish faster than they can be replaced. If there be an. 
/absolute want of cavalry, the greatest part of those of the Nabob 
having, before the war, deserted for want of pay and gone over to the 
enetny, causes like these' could not fail to have cramped the operations 
of the army, though it has effected more in the present administration 
than before, and has induced the superintending Board at Bengal, who 
are directed to take the lead in all military operations, to be of opinion', in 
which this Presidency entirely concurred, that the most certain method of 
putting an end to the invasion of the Carnatic, is by a powerful diversion 
into the territories of the invader on the other side of the peninsula. 


et Though the Carnatic army has not been decisively successful, not¬ 
withstanding its bravery, discipline, and perseverance, and the ardor and 
experience of the General, because the situation of the country, the 
resources, and precaution of the enemy, and the want of cavalry, were 
sufficient to render such decisive success impracticable; the troops in 
Tanjore, though a small body, have had the fortunate occasion of ren¬ 
dering essential services'. They have, with the co-operation of his 
Majesty’s squadron, taken the principal forts and settlements of the 
Dutch, a national enemy, on the coast of Coromandel, whose numbers 
under arms were greater than that of the besiegers. And a detachment 

from them, with the like co-operation from the squadron, took Trinco- 

* 

r inlay in the island of Ceylon. 


“ For these concerted operations with the Admiral, the President was 
vchteil by the Committee with its authority to act, and they seemed satis¬ 
fied with the spirit and perseverance, with which the objects of such trust 
were undertaken and accomplished. 


It is this trust which his Highness is pleaded to include in one of his 
interrogatories, under the name of the assumption of tb^ppmmand of the 
southern army under Cu ! onel Brathwaire. It is not merely an error in 

5 
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chronology; for Sir Hector Munro, not Colonel Brathvvaito, commanded 
at the siege of Negapatam. Soon after the surrender of that place, the 
President wrote to Hector Munro, ‘ to communicate to Sir Eyre Coote, 

* the commander in chief, an account of all his operations, and to desire 
c all the commanding officers to the southward to write to him at the 

* same time with regard to all military points; and as his plan of service 

* might extend to very distant branches, they would probably receive 
c military orders from him from time to time; to which he, die Prcsi- 
‘ dent, desires they will pay all due respect and obedience V 

“ Such orders were, in fact, given, and such obedience was paid. 
Sir Eyre Coote, in a letter of a date immediately subsequent, addressed to 
Sir Hector Munro, after entering circumstantially itito the detail of seve¬ 
ral movements, which might be useful, he added, * that those suggestions 
‘ were not made with an intention that they should be considered as mea- 
c sures absolutely to be adopted; out as points which struck him as do- 

* serving of attention, provided the circumstances of Sir Hector Munro*s 

* situation might, at any time, render them eligible to be carried into 
‘ execution; for at so great a distance tb j propriety of undertaking any 
‘ particular services must be left to the judgment of the officer in 
‘ command 1.* 

The orders of Sir Eyre Coote were transmitted, on Sir Hector Munro's 
departure from Tanjore, to Colonel Brathwaite, on whom the command 
again devolved, and whose letters shew that he obeyed them; nor war 
<here ever a contrary or indeed any order issued by the President oi 
Committee to Colonel Brathwaite after the siege of Negapatam. 

“ Colonel Brathwaite mentions that, in consequence of orders from 
the Commander in Chief communicated to him through Sir Hector 

i 

* Letter to Sir Hector Munro, December 23, ijSr. 
f Letter from Sir Eyre Coote to Sir Hector Munro, December 24, 

* 4 C 2 
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■ Munro, he had, out of the few battalions with him, * detached a batta* 
* lion to TritchinopoJy * ;* and soon afterwards happened «that defeat, 
‘ or that sacrifice to the enemy f, of which neither the Presidency nor the 
President were the cause, but of which they have, not without some 
success, endeavored to prevent the ill consequences. 

«■* 

“ truth of the answers, in the negative, to some other less impor¬ 
tant of the Nabob’s questions, may not be easily within positive proof. 
Perhaps the President may not be slightly supposed to have so far de¬ 
parted from his former life and usual demeanor, as to deride his High¬ 
ness before one of his Majesty’s principal officers j to calumniate him in 
his absence j to dismiss his vaqueel or agent from the Government House; 
and to open all his letters $ such a procedure would be extraordinary, 
inexcusable, and unaccountable: it does not appear to be very compatible 
with European manners, or with any knowledge and practice of the 
world, to gratify even the keenest resentment, by modes so mean, so 
silly, and so short of their intended purpose. The President has, on all 
occasions, testified the highest respect for the Nabob; still seeks oppor¬ 
tunities to oblige him, and still expects he will see his present errors; the 
Nabob’s jealousy, perhaps, led him only to suspect that the President had 
treated him unhandsomely. His Highness only asks, if he did not ? The 
question may be said to imply a doubt of the fact; it seems at least to 
put the truth of the accusation upon the issue of the answer; and that 
answer is a most solemn declaration in the negative. The President re¬ 
collects being in the presence of his Highness, in company only with two 
principal officers of his Majesty j .Sir Eyre Coote, between whom and his 
Highness, the Piesidcnt had the good fortune to effect a reconciliation $ 
and General Medows, whom he accompanied in a visit of ceremony to 
his Highness. It would have been a singular perversion of such meetings 
to render them occasions of offence; and the offence wouid be equally 

* Letter frem Colonel ^ratLwaircj Jaif. 2 (, ^82 

2 


t Ibid' Feb. 3 7, 1782 . 
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to those respectable officers. To them both, one upon the spot, and one in 
England, the President appeals for his behaviour. 

“ To the question of his calumniating his Highness's person ; opening 
his letters (except are meant two petitions in the Persian language, which 
the President does not understand, and of which a clerk mistook the 
meaning of the address) ; or of dismissing his vakeel—the answer can be 
only a simple negative, 

<e But some negatives admit at least of presumptive proof. If the Pre¬ 
sident had told the Nabob, that the treaty, which his Highness had 
made with the superior Government of Bengal, would ruin his affairs, 
such an answer would have been the very best reply which his Highness 
could have made, but did not make, and must have been an unanswer¬ 
able argument to that President, when, in letters in October and Novem¬ 
ber last, he urged the Nabob in die strongest terms to the execution 
of that treaty, informing him, that his duty would not suffer him to 
consent to any other alternative than his Highness’s compliance tfith the 
irqnediate provisions of the treaty, or with the present assignment, which 
grew out of it. 

«L 

“ The particular circumstances of the case, which his Highness calls 
an instigation to perjury, and restraint under guards of Sepoys, and in 
which he askes, if the President did not partake, are so perfectly known 
to the members of the Council at large, that the consideration of it is left 
to a meeting of that Board. His Highness may have been mistaken in 
that respect, as he has in the sentiments of his creditors, from whom he 
says, the President has withheld their just rights and every sort of sa¬ 
tisfaction. 

«< This accusation may serve as a test to form a probable judgment 
of those others, in which no testimony intervenes between the charges of 
the enquirer, and the denials of the answer. - 
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« If the President had withheld from his Highness’s distressed creditors , 
their just rights and every sort of satisfaction, the indignation of so const* 
derable a body, so large a proportion of the settlement, w'ould not be' 
felt in silence; and their complaints would have been -a presumption in 
favor of the Nabob's assertion. Those creditors have not been back¬ 
ward in the assertion of their rights on other occasions; they were 
loud in their complaints, and warm in their expostulation to this Presi¬ 
dency during the administrations of Governor Bourchier and of Go¬ 
vernor Dupre; because they apprehended that justice was by those ad¬ 
ministrations denied or delayed to them. 

« The creditors have sometimes extended their suspicions even to his 
Highness, and have proceeded to expressions of disrespect, that the pres¬ 
sure of distress only c&uld excuse : one of the most considerable among 
them, who is supposed to be in the intimacy of his Highness, and of hivS 
minister the Ameer, in a letter to the Court of Directors, declared, e that 
« the Nabob was destitute of the smallest inclination to discharge his 

* debts, and employed his whole time and attention to avail himself 

* of every possible subterfuge, by which he could elude payment; 

* though it is by no means, believed that he is destitute of resources, and 
« even of considerable treasures; yet/ certain it is, that he tenaciously 

* conceals and withholds them */ The entire body of creditors residing 
at Madras, in a public letter since printed by their directions, complain, 
« that his Highness the Nabob withheld his payments from them f ;* If 
the President had appeared to them to stand in the way of the satisfac¬ 
tion, as they conceived that Governor Bourchier and Governor Dupre 
had done; if they imagined that he withheld their just rights and re¬ 
fused to give them any sort of satisfaction, he would, like his Highness, 
and those Governors, be an object of their complaints. If they were 


¥ Loiter irons Mr LenfieM to the Court of Directors, Dec. 14. 1780.—Printed in 4to, 
t Letter from Nabob’# Creditor’s to Governor and Council, Fort St. George, March 11, 
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merely silent concerning him, notwithstanding their impatience increasing 
with their disappointments, it might be some presumption that the Pre¬ 
sident was not guilty of the charge alledged on this occasion by the Na¬ 
bob. It is, at least, a certainty of his failure in the possitiyc evidence of 
such a charge so easy, if it were true, to be adduced. ‘ It may be pos- 
c sible that these allegations are connected with such a design, as he was 
* formerly accused of entertaining, to involve the Government in fresh 
6 disputes with his creditors, in which it was then thought probable he 
c would succeed *.* In the present instance such a design has not suc¬ 
ceeded j nor have the creditors left the insinuation against the President, 
to be combated by negative presumption in his favor. '1 hey, in a memo¬ 
rial addressed by them to the Court of Directors, a very few days be 
fore this accusation of the President’s injustice and inattention to them,* 
have declared, 4 after mention of the Nabob’s failure in his agreement 
e made five years ago, and of their sufferings in consequence, that they 
c drew an auspicious hope from the equitable attention of the Right Ho- 
c norable the President of this settlement, who in a plan which he lately 
c framed for the arrangement of the Nabob’s affairs was pleased to in- 
6 cU'de the demands of all his creditors f j’ >nd in their letter to that 
President they repeat to him, ‘ that from the equitable manner in which 
6 he had taken up their concerns, they had the greatest reliance upon his 
c representations in their behalf J.’ 


“ if the Nabob’s advisers were not perfectly indifferent as to the truth 
of what they suggested to his Highness’s mind, if they preserved the 
least degree vf regard to his reputation for veracity, if they did riot 
prefer the success they expect from the first impressions of the Nabob’s 
heavy charges against the President; to the permanent credit which 


(>, 


y Letter to the Court of l)iiec*ore from the T*rei>idcncy uf Fort St. George, dated April 
1770.—Consultations of l’n suiijitey ot Foil St. George, October 6, 1770, 

•f Memorial to the Court of Directors, August io, 178,1. 

] Letter to Lord Macartney, August id, 178^. 
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facts on his Highness’s assertion should be made to deserve, they 
would not have hazarded his signature to assertions, so capable of dis¬ 
proof, so effectually disproved. 

te The accumulation of those barefaced attacks defeats the purpose 
intended by them. It betrays the foundation on which they are laid, 
and precludes the necessity of guarding against their effect. It must 
therefore be acknowledged that much of the pains here taken has 
been unnecessary. The consultations shall not again be swelled, or 

the attention of the Court of Directors detained, on such an 
occasion. 

“ But to judge of the future by the past conduct of the Nabob’s 
ministers they will not be detcred, by the refutation of those charges, 
from a renewal of them, or from substituting others in their room. It 
is not however an unfair condition, that those they have already made, 
as the most obvious and pressing, shall be a scale to measure the truth, 
the probability, and the justice of those others they may have reserved 
for subsequent occasions. 

<c The caution of those advisers of the Nabob is alarmed at their 
being brought forward by the President; they wish his Highness alone to 
run the risk and receive the blame, and suffer the consequences of yield¬ 
ing to their pernicious suggestions; they render him, dissatisfied at being 
told he is advised ; they, whose rank and views and ^stations are, or *rc 
thought, eminent, want him to recriminate on a few harmless and un¬ 
aspiring individuals, who happened to accompany the President here, with 
licence from the Court of Directors, or actually in their service. The 
Nabob asserts that he is now told, for the first time, that he cannot dis¬ 
tinguish good from evil in his own affairs; ar.J that even the animals of 
the air can easily distinguish injury from kindness; but animals of the air 
and inhabitants of the earth may be sometimes caught in the snares of 



apparent kindness,' and may feel anguisn in the most thv:.'fc and salutary 
assistance. 


<c It has many times been told of the N.tbob, and even by than C 
vernor who was dismissed from the Company's sendee for sendees i\ ■ 
dered to his Highness ; f that not being of a resolute or acthv romd, he h<“ 
e frequently been misled by those who have had dc art to ;:u l\in j, dou- \ 
6 of the Company, or who have flattered his vanity, c>- rjisud hi hisnd^d 
' 6 ideas of conquest or future greatness V 


“ Not long even before this period'when he disclaims advice, the m- 
mander in Chief of the forces, who has had the best opportunity of j-•». A -. 
ing his Highness, would not, when he was‘considering a later from him 
conveying censure, 6 allow himself to believe that the diction, although 
c patronized by his seal, could hrve been entirely his own, but the secre : 

* infusion of some vindictive, invidious, and disappointed adviser b’ 

* 

fic That such infusions were not confined to persons of the Nabob's own 
family and country may be collected from ihe reason given by the n :ms- 
lator of the Persian copy of his Highness's present letter, for the delay in 
making the translation, ‘ that he could get little assistance from the nu- 
‘ live moonshies or writers, who said the idiom was in several places dif- 
‘ ferent from Persian letters in general, which difference he could not 
c otherwise account for than by supposing it, as to those places, originally 
6 written in English J.* 

hi fact, the mildest and most friendly interpretation that could be 
given to a conduct, by him who disapproves of it, is to free it from the 

* General Letter from Governor Wynch and Council to the Court of Directors, July 4, 

* ** *■ f 
*//!)■ 

* f Letter from Sir Eyre Coote in Consultations of Fort St. George, October 29, 1781. 

I Letter from Mr. C. N. White, deputy translator. 

• VOX.. I. 4 D 
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itpput^ion of deliberate ’ mischief, by attributing it to the influence and 
misinformation of others; it, no doubt, was more decent, and, it is 
hoped, it was'jus ter, to lament the effect of insinuations of factious and 
designing persons, whose sinister views were forwaided and passions 
gratified by instilling jealousies into the Nabob's mind against the repre- 
1 sentatives of the Company, than * by personally accusing his Highness of 
* inflexible obstinacy, jealousy, and perverseness; and of his having 
‘ given many proofs of his want of faith and honor, which was the lan- 
‘ guage of Governor Bourchier, Mr. Dupre, the present Governor- 
‘ general of Bengal, and General Joseph Smith 

4i It is possible indeed, that, through error, his Highness may have 
been accused unjustly. The example of groundless attacks against the 
President is sufficient to warn him against yielding to the impression of 
violent accusation against others. The present is not indeed the only in¬ 
stance where the President has had to oppose his actions, with firmness and 
patience, to obloquy and opposition. 

A 

<( His situation indeed particularly exposed him. Appointed to the 
Government at a particular crisis, and out of the usual course, by an exam¬ 
ple alarming to the prospects of the former servants of the Company; 
sent out with instructions of reformation, affecting private interest, and 
arriving to a place where calamity led to discontent, the unpopularity he 
had to encounter could yield only to a favorable opinion of his intentions. 
His subsequent efforts for the public good have secured to him, indeed, 
the impartial voice of general approbation j but the vkws that have been 
thwarted, the claims rejected, and attempts opposed, even in high de¬ 
partments, when interfering with the orders and welfare of the Company, 
have excited the operations of adverse passions, which were to be resisted, 


■* Letter to Court of Dur-now, November 21, 1 769.— Remark* on Nabob’s Letter of 
November 26, in country correspondence. • 
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but could libt b6 calmed, by any goodness of conduct or of example. 
The President, opposed by such passions, and struggling at the samedme 
with the. difficulties of the war, and partaking in the distresses of the 
people, has a claim on the generosity as well as justice of his colleagues to 
aid, and of his superiors to approve, his efforts ; which he desires as long 
only as he shall be found to adhere to public and private faith and honor $ 
and, consistently with these, to have no other end in view than the good 
of the Company and the State.** 
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Letter from Lord Macartney to the Earl of Hillsborough, 

dated Fort St. George, September 3, 1782. 

“ My dear Lord, 

« t 

1 Return you a thousand thanks for your obliging letter by Mr. Dun- 
kin, who arrived here some weeks since, and gave me great pleasure by 
the accounts he brought of your Lordship’s welfare. As I know how 
little leisure you have for private correspondence, I shall not venture to 
trespass upon you in that respect further djan is absolutely necessary j 
but I should be wanting to myself if I did not say a few words upon the 
present occasion. By the packet, which carries this dispatch, I have rea¬ 
son to believe that the Nabob has sent letters to his Majesty and to the 
ministry full of complaints against me and my Government here. The 
misrepresentations and falsehoods, contained in those letters, will be 
fully detected by the perusal of our proceedings, which are now sent 
home, and which are, I believe, regularly laid before you. But such 
serious accusations as the Nabob, or rather his second son and minister 

402 
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Ameer ql Omrah, assisted by some profligate Englishmen , here, bas¬ 
set his name to, would naturally stagger any one unacquainted with 
this country or the character of the Durbar. There is however no gen¬ 
tleman conversant with either, but will be able at a glance to see the 
causes from whence the Nabob's resentment has arisen. The real truth 
is, that I have acted like an honest man and a good Englishman, and a 
Governor of Madras of that stamp is by no means such a one as they: 
have been accustomed to, or ever wish to see again. If I had acted like 
many of my predecessors, and come into the Nabob’s views, it would 
be no exaggeration to say, that 1 might have fully answered any views I 
could possibly have formed of my own.- It has been objected to me 
by the Nabob, that I am a stranger, ignorant of Oriental customs, un¬ 
willing to understand, or come into the ways of black people ; that I 
wo’nt accept of presents, that 1 am unconciliating, &c. &c. After the 
space of time that I have passed here, and the'intercourse I have,had 
with the Durbar and the gentry belonging to it, I must certainly be next 
to an idiot if I were ignorant of what is called the method of managing- 
them. Nothing is more easy; sacrifice the interests of the Company and 
of the creditors, or promise to- do so; engage for impossibilities, f anjore, 
and the succession of the second son; and write lying paragraphs and en- 
comiums upon the Nabob’s disposition towards ,us, in the public letters 
to England ; .do this, apd I’ll venture to say, that a Governor of Madras, 
even in the present distress,! would extract;jhalf a dozen lacks of pagodas 
for himself, when he could not obtain a rupee for the Company. This - 
was the mode by which tW,Durbar Was- managed by some politicians; 
but my svstem has been different, and' if ^predecessors had practised 
. it, our affairs here would not how be in their present deplorable state. 
By observing a different conduct from theirs, I have drawn upon myself 
not only the most rancorous enmity of, the Durbar ; but the ill-will and 
opposition of every man in this part of, the world oi a different cha¬ 
racter from my own. Against these my only arms arc steadiness and 

diligence, upright intended, and disinterested conduct, and l have no, 
° 6 
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doubt that they will at last carry me through with success. The only 
circumstance which affects - me is the apprehension that the Nabob’s let¬ 
ters might in the slightest degree make an impression upon my sovereign 
to my disadvantage- I must therefore request your Lordship will be so 
good as to lay me at the king’s feet With every expression of my duty 
and attachment to his Majesty, and with the strongest assurances of the 
most scrupulous attention and respect on my part to all the country 
powers here, whose interest is the least connected with the British power 
in India. But I never will sacrifice, as has often been done here, the 
smallest particle of our real rights and our true policy for any private 
emolument or advantage whatsoever. .1 have ventured to say thus much, 
because well I know the artifices and engines which will be employed by 
disappointed avarice and blasted ambition to misrepresent and vilify my 
Government. But I trust to a good cause, and to that conduct which 

will never give my friends reason to be ashamed of supporting me. 

* - . 

v 

The real state of the Nabob’s case is this: When I arrived here, though 
we had been engaged for near a twelvemonth in a most expensive and 
bloody war with Hyder Ali, I found that the Nabob, though generally 
believed to be possessed of great treasures, had, under pretence of the 
failure of his revenues from, the invasion o£ the enemy, scarcely con¬ 
tributed any thing to the common service. He, had been often pressed 
upon the subject, but without effect .; at last he consented to assign to the 
Company the revenues of a fe t w districts that were, or should be, reco¬ 
vered from the enemy, but he was far from being sincere in this measure; 
and, in a short time it appeared that his secret influence and counteraction 
prevented our receiving any benefit from the assignment. We were 
therefore under the necessity of talcing such steps, as we were authorized 
and directed to do by the. Governor-general and Council of Bengal, to 
render it effectual, and of these steps the Nabob-loudly complains. When 
I mention the Nabob, it is proper I should inform you that he is not the 
obicct to whom we should really impute this ungrateful conduct to the 

*1 t 

Company; he, as is usual to Oriental sensualists at his time of life, is now. 
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much impaired both in mind and body* and ii totally unoer uic 
of his isecbnd son the Ameer, w)w tdSjie dishettgpfc;'^ 

of his elder brother Omdat, . whowould be amuch better Nabob for our < 
interests. It is therefore the Ameer who is, in. fact, the great wheel of 
the Durbar machine, and who, by the assistance of some , discontented 
Europeans, Mr. Pay! Benfield in particular, has thrown his father's 
affairs into confusion, hag barrelled with the ancient friends of his 
family, and is, the real author of all those extravagant letters and papers, 
to which the Nabob's name is affixed. At a time when the Durbar 
should be all patience iad resignation, they are all turbulence and out¬ 
rage: and yet, after, all, what have they to complain of ? At a time when 
the Company is spending its.blood and treasure in defence of the province, 
why is there to be so v much noise about the miserable remains of it ? Ac 
the moment that it. is in danger of being swallowed up, is it decent (that 
the Nabob should be disputing about the channel in which the Company 
shall receive the revenues 6f f a few district*, as if he were wrangling with 
a private creditor ? Whilst I had opportunities of conversing with him, 

I candidly gave him my opinion upon his affairs. I explained to him the 


necessity of changing his measures* and of adopting the only line which 
could save him and his family from ruin. Had he followed my advice, 
he would have said to the Company, ‘ Gentlemen, the common danger 

* makes it absolutely utfcessary, that you should take all my.rights and 

* authority into your own hands. Make what use you please of them 

* to repel the enemy and extricate rue and yourselves from the most cri- 

* tical embarrassment we were ever involved in. I throw myself on the 
e protect ion and Faith of the English, and am satisfied that at the proper 

* season, you will replace me in the enjoyment of those rights which for 
‘ so good a cause I have surrendered to you.’ This I often told him was 
the part he should take in bis circumstances. It would have been the 
wisest and the most honorable, and would have secured to him what it 
is possible from his own impediments may now be very distant, if not irre¬ 
coverable. But, po^ man^ he ; was not allowed to follow the line he 
would have cboten for hin^elF, and they have much, indeed to answer for 
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. to him and to the Company, who have turned his mind ftom the liberal 

and generous plan of policy which**formerly distinguished him in time of 

misfortune. But the misconduct of otheis iliall make no alteration in my 

sentiments of respect and attention to him, and, I hope, that when the 

present troubles are over, we may be able to restore his mind to that state 

of tianquillity, which he has been deprived of by those who ought most 

to contribute to his ease and happiness. I think I am now woith about 

* 

10,000/. more than when I arrived here, and 1 do assure you that I might 
have been easily worth ten times the sum, if I pleased, without any ie- 
proaches, but those of my own conscience. What I have is the mere 
savings of the Company’s allowance ; for I never ha\e accepted for my 
own benefit, a pagoda, a diamond, or even a shawl—So help me God! 
This solemn declaration which I make to you, from one gentleman to 
another, will, I trust, be some antidote against the poisons intended from 
hence for my destruction at home. I will now add one word to you as a 
statesman. Should we surmount the difficulties which press us in this 
part of the woild, your possessions in India, if not ably and honestly ad¬ 
ministered, will assuredly slip from you in short time. For God’s sake 
therefore, if you wish to preserve them, send the ablest and the honestest 
men you can find to fill the first stations here. A Company constituted 
like the present is but ill-suited to the Government of your Indian empire. 

I have extended this letter to so great a length that I stand in need of all 
your indulgence to excuse me. I will not therefore trespass upon it 
longer than to express those sentiments of respect and esteem with which 
I am, 

“ My dear Lord, 

“ Your most obedient and most humble servant, 
(Signed) « MACARTNEY ” 

« P, S. Give me leave to observe that both in Council and Com¬ 
mittee, there has constantly leigned the most perfect harmony, and that 
almost all our proceedings have been unanimous, as will appear upon the 
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Plan-of Arrangement fcr the Nabob’s Affairs. 

The nett annual revenue of the Nabob, if proo 
perly collected, may be fairly 'computed to produce V 3,000,000 

nn time of peace, star pagodas - - j 


The following Annual Disbursement* 


For the current expenses, troops, stores, &c. include} 
ingall military charges whatsoever in the Nabob’s 
dominions, to be paid annually to the Company 
For the Nabob’s expenses and Taguirs to all his } 
sons, &c. &c. . J 


- 1 , 300,000 


400,000 


1,600,000 


1 Nabob*s Debts . 

The balance due to the Company, and the-\ 
expenses of the present ’war, computed at > 3,000,000 

about - - - " - j 

- , - • 

Debt owing by the Nabob to all bther ere- 7 

0 J i 7,000,000 

ditors - • - . % .y' 

Star Pagodas.*\ 10,000,090 


Interest at 6 per cent . on the 7,000,000 

pagodas due to the creditors - - 3 2C> ° 00 

To pay the creditors 5 per cent, on account 7 
of the principal, annually - .) 35 °> 000 


770,000 
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,000 


Toward the liquidation of the Nabob’s ba-"| 
lance to the Company, and the expenses I 
of the war, computed as above, at about f ^° 

3,000,000 - - - - . I 

N. B. The amount of the expenses of the 
present war as aforesaid about - Pagodas 3,000,000 


•1,400,000 


3,000,000 


From the Carnatic every year to be re¬ 
ceived in part - 630,000 

The Peshcash payable to the Nabob, by the 
Rajah of Tanjore, P. N. pagodas 130,000 
or star pagodas - 120,000 


Star Pagodas 750,000 

Thus the above debt of 3,000,000 will be discharged in four years, and 
then the same amount of 750,000 to be appropriated to the formation of 
a public treasure for the use of the Carnatic, which in five years will ac¬ 
cumulate to 3,750,000 pagodas, and on the tenth year, the said sum ol 
750,000 pagodas to be applied towards the discharging the Nabob’s debt 
to 41 dividuals. The yearly overplus of the «' per cent, allowed for the 
interest of the debt due to individuals, to be added to the 5 per cent . al¬ 
lowed to discharge the principal of the said debt; by this mode on the 
ninth year two-thirds of the debt will be paid ; and with the addition of 
the 750,000 as aforesaid on the tenth year, the whole of the debt and 
interest of 6 per cent, will be paid in the twelfth year. From the arrange¬ 
ment of the revenue of the Tanjore countries, the distribution of the an¬ 
nual peshcash has been accounted for as aforesaid $ but the deposit money 
ahd the peshcash due, which both amount to - Pagodas 900,000 

In the first year will be received - - 164,000 

In the second year ' - - - 464,000 

628,000 

In the third year the balance 27 2,000 

4 E 


VOL. I. 


900,000 
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This sum may be appropriated to pay the cavalry debt of 400,000 pa¬ 
godas, due by>the Nabob, and the arrears now due to his Sepoys, &c. 
in the country; which alone as above will amount to very near 500,000 
pagodas. From the above statement, the Nabob at the end of the twelfth 
year, from the day the arrangement takes place, will owe nuthing ; there 
will be about 3,750,000 pagodas in the treasury, and on the thirteenth year, 
the whole revenue of 3,000,000 pagodas per annum will remain clear of 
any incumbrance. 


Dr. The Nabob to the Company. Cr. 


To the amount supposed for ba- 


By the pay'ment from the reve- 


lance to the Company, and ex- 


nue tbejfint year 

630,000 

penses of the war 

3,000,000 

By the peshcash of Tanjore 
first year 

second year ... 

third year 

fourth year ... 

120,000 

750,000 

750,000 

750,000 

750,000 

Pagodas 

i 

3,000,000 

Pagodas 

3,000,000 


Dr. The Public Treasury for the use of the Carnatic. Cr. 

t 


Remains in the treasury at the 


By the revenue of the Carnatic 


end of the ninth year of this 


and the peshcash of Tanjore 


arrangement - 

3,750,000 

as aforesaid, appropriated for 
thispurpose every year 750,000, 

■ viz. 

The fifth year 

750,000 



sixth year 

750,000 


/ 

3,750,000 

seventh year - 
eighth year - 

750,000 

750,000 

Pagodas 

ninth year 

750,000 

0 Pagodas 

.... " - 

3,750,000 
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Dr. The Debt dtte to Individuals . Cr. 


To the total dtht 


* 



* 


7,000,000 



By receipts ' of every 
year - - 550,000 

On account of the princi¬ 
pal for nine years 
By overplus of the inte- 


rest, reckoning from 
the second year to the 

ninth year, viz. 

1 

j 

The second year 

21,000; 

third year 

22,2605 

fourth year 

5 

fifth year 

25,071 

sixth year 

26,575 

seventh year 

28,170 

eighth year 

29,860 

ninth year 


By the receipts on the 

tenth year the suni at 



I 


3 » r 5°»000 ! 


208,182 


5 per cent. - 350,000 

The overplus of interest 
in tht_ *enth year - - 33,550 

The 750,000 to be ap¬ 
propriated on the tenth 
year to the discharge 
of the debt - 7 p. r.o.- 

The eleventh year the 
sum as aforesaid 1, r 33,5 "o 
The overplus of interest 63,025 

The twelfth year - - - - 


1 

\ 

i 

i 


M33'55 0 | 

i 

i 


1,201,575 

1,273,801 


7,000,300 


j 6,9(57,It; ■: 


Observations. 

« A public treasure has by the experience of all ages been found to 
contribute to the permanency of a state, by enabling it to withstand the 
shock of sudden attacks. But it is not meant by the establishment of a 

4 e 2 
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treasury, that large quantities of specie should, in the interval of public . 
exigencies, *be uselessly locked up j on the contrary, it is intended that 
the money should be circulated in such a manner as to encroase the stock 
of the Company with perfect security, and, at the same time, to promote 
the commerce and consequently the riches of the country. 

“ For this purpose the treasury should be a kind of bank or lombard, 
one third of the stock to be always in specie untouched, and two thirds 
to be employed in discounting good bills, and to be lent on valuable 
pledges, at an interest never to exceed six per cent, per annum. 

“ Thus Madras, instead of being a shop of pitiful usury, would be¬ 
come a city of honorable commerce, of opulence instead of misery, and 
of real resource, not of temporary expedient. 

<c These ends art much promoted by the facility of throwing personal 
effects into circulation. Thus the bonds to be given by the Nabob 
and the Rajah should be subdivided into such sums as are daily trans- 
Jcrable in the ordinary course of traffic, bearing interest, and per- 
lectiy secured by the present arrangements. They will be preferred, like 
India bonds in England, to the possession of unproductive specie. If the 
s onJs were divided into several classes, according to the priority of the 
n mands for which they were given, or in a fixed propoition to the 
. .1 uit of each creditor, and that periods weie settled at which the bonds 
<; u.th class should be received as money in the Company** treasury, it 
vu uid, by approaching them to the natuit of couvr,tibIe specie, still 
add to the activity of their circulation. ThL i* a point to be considered 
hereafter. 

4 

“ As th'* M-m allotted for the Nabob'* e.\pcn. as may be consideted as 
too final!, 1 p^opi.c rn enciea.-e it by two lacks of pagodas. It scetns 
*, Cell, that nil uta»y Rai. hs and l’olygars of the Carnatic 
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should pay a proper proportion of their revenues to the state whose pro¬ 
tection they enjoy. 

66 I should therefore think that in addition to what they now pay, a 
new assessment of two lacks should take place, under the sanction and 
guarantee of the Company, which should remain the rate for ever here¬ 
after beyond the Nabob’s power to augment it. In order to obtain such 
a security, the Rajahs and Polygars would it is thought readily consent 
to the proposed assessment. 

“ Thus then the Nabob would stand with regard to the Rajah as 
six to two in respect to the allowances, and as thirty to eleven with re¬ 
spect to revenue. v 

11 It may perhaps be asked, why the Rajah’s creditors are to be paid 
in six years, and the Nabob’s in twelve. The only reason nouu to be 
given is, the Nabob’s debts are so much larger than the Rajah’s that 
they must necessarily take a much longer time in paying. 

tc N. B. In, the general, plan as above, if the revenues, which are 
estimated from the best information that could be obtained, should fall 
short, a proportional reduction of all the sums allotted to particular pur¬ 
poses must take place, except the sum appropriated to the payment of 
6 per cent, interest, which ought to remain inviolate. 

u Thus, if the revenues produce one third less than they are com¬ 
puted at, the allotments to the Nabob and Rajah, the allotments for re¬ 
ducing the principal due to the creditors, and for discharging the sums 
due to the Company, must also be one third less respectively, than they 
are stated at in the above arrangement.” 
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No. XIN. 

Auomt oj a Duel between Lord Macartney and Mr, Sadlitr. 

“ Fuday, -’4 September, 17S4 

if 

Jl HE time of meeting, as settled the evening before by Mr. Sadlier 
and Mj. Davidson, was sexui o’clock in the morning. However about 
thirty-fix e minutes past six all the parties were on the ground ; Lord Mac¬ 
artney and Mr. Davidson weie the first. It being agreed upon by Mr. 
Davidson and Major Grattan, xxho had retired to the particular spot in¬ 
tended, that the distance should be ten paces, Major Grattan loaded Mr. 
Sadlier*s pistols, Mr. Davidson’s being loaded before they arrived. It 
was then proposed by fllr. Davidson, for the consideration of Major 
Grattan, wherftei, after one pistol had been fired by each gentleman, the 
trial should not be made by the seconds, if there was any disposition on 
the pait ol Loul Macartney to make an apology to Mr. Sadlier, and thus 
to terminate the affair 'lo this Major Grattan acquiesced, adding that 
the effect of such an interposition would however depend entirely on the 
temper of the parlies. It was further referred to Major Grattan by Mr. 
Davidron, whether the gentlemen themselves should be previously ac¬ 
quainted with this intention of the seconds, which latter proposition Ma¬ 
jor Grattan did not th ; nk expedient. Lord Macartney and Mr. Sadliu 
were then conducted to the spot, and took their proper distance as al¬ 
ready marked out. 'I he right of the first fire was determined by chance 
between the seconds, and fell to Mr. Sadlier, who accordingly fired ; the 
ball struck Lord Macartney on the libs of the left side, which however 
was not known to any of the other gentlemen till after his Lordship had 
given his own fre, which missed Mr. Sadlier. Mr. Davidson then ad¬ 
vancing a little c died out to Major Grattan on the opposite side, to 
know whether 4 he tria* before proposed should not then be made ; Ma¬ 
jor Grattan advar cing, I ord Macartney, who did not quit his ground. 
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called out, go on Mr. Sadlier, remaining also on Ms ground prepared to 
take his second fire. Mr. Davidson having come up to Lord Macartney, 
first perceived that his Lordship was wounded, and declared it to Major 
Grattan, who was at the time beginning to n.- k his Lordship’s intentions 
as to the proposition before mentioned; to which his Lordship replied, I 
came here to give satisfaction to Mr. Sadlier, and am ready to do so. 
His Lordship’s waistcoat being now unbuttoned, and the effects of his 
wound, as well as its dangerous position, becoming visible. Major Grattan, 
with the concurrence of Mr. Davidson, declared, that in his Lordship's 
present condition Mr. Sadlier should rest satisfied, and that under such cir¬ 
cumstances the matter could not well be pursued further. This declara¬ 
tion being heard by Mr. Sadlier while remaining on his ground, was 
adopted by him, and he declaring that he was satisfied, then quitted his 
ground. 

“ At a meeting, held expressly for the purpose by Mr. Davidson 
and Major Grattan on the next morning, at which were present Colonels 
Fullarton and Dairymple, the above state of facts was mutually ad¬ 
mitted to be just and true, and was accordingly subscribed to by the 
undersigned. 

(Signed) « ALEXANDER DAVIDSON. 

“ JOHN GRATTAN” 


“ 24 September, 1784. 


< 4 Concerning the proposition mentioned by Mr. Davidson to Major 
Grattan in me above narrative of an interference and reference to the 
principals after an exchange of pistols, Mr. Davidson declares, the 
proposal came from himself. Lord Macartney not having given Mr. Da¬ 
vidson any instructions whatever, relative to the meeting, Mr. Davidson 


made the proposal 
possible. 


with a view of terminating the affair as soon as 
(Signed) « ALEXANDER DAVIDSON.” 
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f 

NOTES OF MY TRANSACTIONS WITH MAJOR-GENERAL JAMES 
STUART, SINCE MY ARRIVAL IN ENGLAND IN 1786. 

. (Signed) M. 


Note t carved ft om Major-general James Stuart, January 10, 1786. 


“ Lower Grosvenor Street, January 10, 1786. 
** Tuesday Afternoon. 


IVTaJOR General Stuart takes this earliest opportunity to communi¬ 
cate to Lord Macartney, an extract from the petition on his part, laid be¬ 
fore his Majesty, and to acquaint L. M. that the whole of that petition 
may be seen at Lord Sydney’s office, and at the India House. 


Extract of M. G. S.’s Petition to the King, dated July 26, 1785. 

The contradic'wngiven 6y * He (the Petitioner) begs leave, however, in 

^Madt ^as*totbechirgts * j ust * ce to himself, only to observe, in point of fact, 
oftht Select Committee. * that while in India, and when made acquainted 

* with the contents of the minutes of the President 
‘ of the Select Committee, which contained the charges against him, 
‘ he never failed to take the very first opportunity of declaring to 
‘ Lord Macartney, the President of that Committee, in the strongest 

* and most unequivocal terms, both yerbally and in writing, the in- 
1 justice and falsehood of the imputations thus aimed at the Petitioner’s 

* character and conduct; and the minutes on the Petitioner’s part, in 

* answer to those of the President, and addressed to him personally, 

* not only express the indignation at such ill-founded and unexpected 

* attacks, but likewise shew the grounds on which he considered him- 
4 self authorized to apply the terms of injustice and falsehood , to the 

* charges which the President had made against him.’ 

“ A true extract in my own writing. 

'(Signed) « JAMES STUART." 
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Note sent by Lord Macartney to Major-general Stuart, Jan* ; i^iy 86 v 

v 7 s£&T' 

Cliarics-Strect, Berkeley*Square* Jari. jr. 


„ ' 1 / /_ • ,J ♦ 1 V »|WV ' 

“ LORD MACARTNEY has received the note which Major-general 
Stuart has thought proper to send to him, intimating his having laid a-! 
petition before his 'Majesty, and quoting a passage from it, adding, t^at 
the whole may be seen at Lord Sydney’s qffice^i or at the India, House.- 
As far as any such petition tiaay (tfnye^fh^ 

Stuart respecting himself. Lord Macartney his hd concern, ihd- takes no 

• -'t JH • . « ' - • ' 'U . > fit 1 V * * * l 4 ’■*- 1 


'• -f . • V ,.7 

conduct in the administration of tip do^ernment; that I 
to his charge, those ppsohs'to';|^iomvlte is public. 

conduct, if any such there toy ft* find- 

him ready to explain it to theilsati^lactiqn. But he is aftd lo%;b|fe 'been 
resl^ajed to the 'qqpEsequencps > b{.hayihg' : j^P > thirties of his station, and 
being exposed to the coirtradic^on and"Op^dsttio^ qf those individuals, of 
whose misconduct notice 

He has however no .'or the 

justicq -and truth Of htihu^'.al^^ > ^|po Select,;Cbrahijttee oifjort.'St. 
George,, concerning; ^jdV*geater§tl : 'les^ipamie&ty by, tip.Qetjje- 

raPs denial of _ '^he records jufSfy, 

and require not. to - bo■ >uppo$ed\ by meatfs.'' 'But’ .'if. J^dr. 


c,onvoya%d:of his 
it, toi$»keit knoWii,"4n direct 
" it tp 


"“■^^“'“ m'any other 


general Stuart hw atty ^ _ r .,, TJ(r , 

contradiction to those minutes,. be ird ' 

?** «r »li Tv, '■ .’ii' ,f • 


terras,, through 
Lord Macartney, .udpFjl 

manner froi&.2&jb^^ v\W“ *" f 




'"1 ■v’"' ; ” 

Md?# 'V a: - • ' A 


»V>J 

<ejf$jyVV <’ - 


' 1 ' 'V« 
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/Tamps Stuart, dated Jan. 12 >?¥$$• \ 
Mj, rt itivedJrm Major-general Jame , , 

'•" ’ . ■< Lower GroBTCnor-StrMt. Ja<i,12, JJ 

; te - - ' , w received Lord Macartney’s note ot 

‘i Miij^Gteeral Stnart has re “‘ , ^ notic ed present. 

he, 4tV under obligations to. his Ldrdship, 

fot jof the mthnation he received 

r -Ci- r .. '•> ‘ 


, ' "A 1 ; >,’. ib fek® i! »*twvij0rd"MaeSiffneSH upoi hfe arrival in 

>.m|)#?^y?S®S®S8^r“^ of the atro. 
rneM. J^ { %fyS,, feLordshig, was by no 

tious'injb^ih’iSfJ^f'**. .y*Wj^2--rfirt^ and.that lord Macartney 
mearn f|P'-r^* i*,. l.,,l 

. t ■ *j^‘V&i*** nfirfeo^^fwoPl 


means \ t. , V;£t. . VBaL 

.'■■■ "light ■■ ' 

• happened. y<i 


' r what had 

T " 1 ” , t 




APPFND 1 X. No. XX, 5S7 

K The course of proceedings which General Stuart'(tad, tor a cqnsi- 
duahle time past, settled Ur his own mind) as the most honorable and pro- 
pet' for him to pursue in this matter!,' w as this: that as his chauctci and 
military conduct had been traduced and attacked, in the stveust turn 1 ? 
by Loid Macartney, it became a primary duty on General Stuart’s pa’\ 
to address a pem.on (“> his Majesty, as the supreme judge oi military 
merits, requesting the tfppoihtment of a Court of Enquiry, or a Court- 
martial for investigating, in the strictest mttqtypv the whole of his (G. S.’») 
conduct, while in the command of tjiq forces of his May >ty and of the 
East India Company in India, in oiler that 'such judgment might be 
passed upon that conduct as the circuijqgtances of it should appear to merit 

“ This, General Stuart ha? Umforthly considered as a duty, wlhJMi* 
owed to himself and to his friends, as well a$ what evuy n an i.i a puMi. 
situation, entrusted with the command of an army at a very critical and 
interesting period, owed to Id? King country ! 

<e The first objeet of Itis ,wishes has therefore beJn to obtain that 
puftl'c, opportunity of vindicating his honor at d character, and establishing 
upon the ruins of detraction and misinformation, his claim to positive 

merit, in the conduct of the army entrusted t6 his command in India. 

* 

This opportunity, he flatters himself, will now be very speedily ob¬ 
tained, especially as those causes of delay, which might have been 
founded on the absence of Lord Macartney, the principal accuser, are now 
removed. 

“ So soon as General Stuart shall have performed this duty to the pub¬ 
lic and to himself, or in tbfc event of his being refused the opportunity of 
that public method of vindicating his honor and character (an event which 
he cannot permit himself to think possible), in either case, the mode 
suggested by Lord Macartney, in the latter part of his note, namely, 
that of General Stuart’s conveying his sentiments by a gentleman em 

4H 



rpt'eermfialy,' 

'&&-& beatelj| 
iaca^ ^aUuded to, happen* to be- 
_ .„,... ,., ,... t, cemBfllOcadoa would .have; ■ 

cbanp^* ',.j >,v’ ’• * ■', *, ’■ 

? •. akve **"\ 

vat *** *?&*& General, 

- tiu lau ii.$&r& Vtm* P% M °y iatfrvben^mlm+eturn frm. 

. the OtetaJktfitindet;Msmn haliii^^iiisiatefrmeoknel Gordon. 

■ •> *' '' . ' VS- '“ 5 V* 1 * > *’ '*, ,f ' ' ’'. I' i 1 ■•v 7 « "-r ,'*'■ . ■ '' r v " ' 1 ' ', 

/■) " ' ■ ,.*-‘ .."'A'/"* L ' . '!,••<>' f*"'-:' " - 

'-v- i ■;• V i!l . /- 7 - * > ■. • '."■ • <- : , : ’ 

•«, Received May 17, 17.86, at night, 

7 •*"'> on return from the Opera. 

, « CoWnel Gerdcm preratti hu conqil&nta tp Lord Macartney, and 

.iuhe, to seehimvAqn cosvwieiih v' 7 |v 
' «.Saturday; quarter' pait nine o’clock, Pf 1& ,’■ 

Ho. 30, Charing Cross, Coniet <rf Craig’s Cant." 

■ ■ - • - • ;■ -i •- \' ■/, ;v‘V : K 




jfi*»/ TramtOimMap s 8 , 1786 . 

■■-■ • .. ':■ : ;■ *>•* 

THE next day.Sunday, on Co '°‘ 

nel Andrew Gordon «p tw#re o’cl(^S ; P“** 

'from General,Stuart, incioaog hi* !&*?»;Upji'-W*N*U»yi' »* ,»«“ 
cklled State of Fads* 

t i s,f 

Thfc Colonel alio ^ed^nw.Stuart* nana- 
witinga iS^live to ib* ^ ould 


f jf* TvTST/ 

i(V ,*J h 




■%p , / / * 


,t ^ 





ji*r 1 1 


. <* , ji*,*'^ , 


■^WMWplX; Wp, XX# 

„ ' ' • 4 *'\, _ =,'•' ' 

I told J certainly meet the General with great alacrity ; 

but wished to settlfe my affairs first, as I was just come to town, and eat.' 
.pected a friend from Oxford, who was lately returned from Ireland with 
‘ v Sbme'ifiipers of mine for the arrangement of a mortgage on my estate, 
: charged -to settle the payment of. I therefore thought it 


be tin or twelve days before I could he ready, an^that he should 

hear from me in the latter end of next week. 

*. 4 * * • * , 


IS , 
't ' 


- /5 

.t, .*/'<■ ■ • ' r .. •' ■' ■ , 'v 

f At a quarter bffore four, received from Colonel Gordon,: inclosed in a 
cover, No. ii'and z” ; I: ’ ‘ 


V*-. ’ V>\' -\ 

* ' 1 * . ' 

H> ' . -»* fr 

fV V 


w 




Note from Major^ener^f^vi es t'78'6, received, 

f l from Colonel Axjpa'aitf ■; 'State of 

JRrr/x. ■ a « , *' • * 

, - . •■■■.■ vr rft, 

« To Loai> Mac a*tnb$, > 

« I have used every possible' efi^-^-si^^ypuridiriyiil >in England, to 
^^'ag ^ftfoinadon pf my njilitary t^i^whjp^&d^ by the most 

' ftnd in ■ the firineiat that- »h« 

representation of it, which 
he^detdt:fod; , '' , and ’ex^|i^to;puMfot,^ei^ , : rJi i 


hnerL^d^order that the 

' V jJ) . Mi " « J >*t s |j . 4 x 

t >pbur Lordship, 


met with vety# 

f that ^ jpbUe enqai|r.;»houJd prtceije 

■ ,ct»t personal iw'pt&at? cpiamier»)l^^|i%,-o«ni,but fiatvins: remain^ 
*o long ia. ;ajK#^Sn- 


to 



I have a right to 




turn, na® DCCU T f ^ iy ^ * ew: r *».* ***** •-.?—■"' ,..-* 

< notwithstanding he''to honori.% 

•A. von affected. >a-W^ ^ ^j ^^ ^T,.^^nation given ni 

"' ■ "- 

me % ■*#<&*?> ■. iktfe $■' : . ’$dt '. jA £*, 

14 *' :raus&enon 


, "Y , ’ ; ■ 

\' ; « lhave 

■ ‘* , ■^'i "Y> 


' '%i. 


• \ 'TV;&; ., ",'■- ■ ■ •••■**..:■. £ * 'V , or .- ; . ; « '.'*4 /,v .«• •,: 

' « Wd^VTi^aJi >i :#4/i 






‘ r Wl 

d /vji. 
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v, • ‘ k\m ■' . ' ' i 

v - M P. S. The gentleman who has done me the honor to be the bekirer 

of this letter kn^s my mind; he has tull power to settle what remains to 
* be done, either with you or with your friend. „ 


' tt 

kW \ 


(Signed) « JAMES STtJ'AS.T.” 
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STATt OF. FACTS. 

,, (l , /' S' ' ,s 

Extract of a Letter frm Lord Macartnjey, &c. to the Court of 
, I Directors, dated September 30, 1783. 

“Paragraph 117. From General Stuart, her: (Sit John Burgoyne) 
came to the President. He ackmp’Iedged he wat } desiredtofeign compli¬ 
ance with the wishes ofjGovernmcm, aud io promise accepting the command; 
but he disdained to follow so reprobatem'precedent. He, honestly,gave no¬ 
tice to the Committee, that J^ajor-^enejEaf Stuart was, about issuing or¬ 
ders to be distributed that verynight td t$^.KmgY troops, and he avowed 
himself, ready toobSy^them. 


■k; 

ilP ,J( ; 


1 t ‘ 

V A 


: " Paragraph' 118. The ’ illegal assumption oj authority in itself justi¬ 
fies the supposition of illegal deeig^ jind in the present instance tjjey 
could be npipther. '/■ > C ’ \, 


k lil , J 
• f t ff 

if; (1 . 


•*>. • V 


'Wy’ 


1 p V 1 f Kt J* ( | v I I ^ , 1 ' 1 f j ’ 4 ' " ' l'» 'll , 41 

« Paragr^ll^to.,;;';perietal jStuart v ha$l'»6t, /imee' his returrif:from 

* compfl^ • Sir Mof- Bur- 

goyne 

' ^srOr, A- IV, 4 * , > 

have'at tlgfcfflAfe no orders te 

.'5 it mtsstbbivp ;; ,oriiiaa : :With v-a typAJtfx extraordinary 

A to the ' ms. pretension^ 


dn w 

purpriS’ 

and , < " 


’M r ' ', , ■ cK- 1 

fwW. ■ A v-^V.' * „ 
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Paragraph 120. lie had !Mr the Fort, ' had with him the c«jjM 
fidential person, whom cu particular occasions M \ referred to the Adju-. 
tant-general, for distribuil:. j i s ore . - r lh<- King* troops were little 
distant, and through Genual Burgovnc T ' ere w/ady to obey him. 


f Signed 


j^ACARTNFY. 

*• AFTUOKi SADLSLft, 

“ AL 1 .XANDFR PAYIDiSOF 


« T, 


(Signed) 

U \ n t j ie Coun-rr i r>i vas .vise tided at Madras in the months 

ol June and |u 1 y .y'M- h ,; toe *■ mtl ot Fir Jour) But xur, one of ihe 
witnesses produced by u . r w.. I!ichard Johnsm Mq. * who was 
called upon by Mr John T .7 \ n •, erruv.*!) for tM purpose of ascer¬ 
taining the conversation -icn had passe ! hi \.cr 1 . Macartney and 

Sir John at the meeting oi the delta Commit te. aliudM to in the 
paragraph ay, and for disproving the '.vim.rh.dok rtion cci m 
the first part oi that paragraph. 

« r fbe account given by Mr. John" r>, upon o.it.i, in answer to Sir 
John Burgct nek questions, was as follows : 

« Question by Sir John Burgo —VAis yen with, r.c when I ALiMcd 

the Select Committee in the a^rnoor of die tyih of September / ; c - ' 

M Answer, T was. 

« ^u % Did I tell you 1 rook you with me v:\ pun om ro be 
present at any conversation that mig it pass bciw. cn me .ud the 
Governdr? 

; Am. You di id and on some difficulty being made to my going 
into, the room, you s$d the "ante thing, or W' rds to that effect, to the 
Governor. ■ • 

, / ” 

•l^febe g{t$tlcman here mentioned is son to Lieutenant-general Johnston, Colonel of the 



APPENDIX, No. XX; 


593 


U 


/m. Hid vov :utiily auv.”'** t.j what passed betwej^ his Lordship 
the Govern >r and n^strf J 

“ 4 m. I diu, uu.,ok note: 


“ Q_u Did \ •: hear 
or with Lord M.-c-nRe 1 , tel* hr. 
G n-r il Smart had deuruf 
commamt : 


. 5 me* I \v,i$ as 
Le. '-hip, oi ar> i 



•p uttee room, 
. ‘hers, that 
•eg the 


u /ins. I never heard yon mo nr 

son ‘whatever. 


f *c 


//<!« 



*n any per « 


Same day> All j'dy 1785, Am \Ni>u D "a , p r r> merit Pres*- 
dull and Governor at ewer 


c-jcsti by Sir John Burgoyne.— Did yen cveijhjGr me tel! Lord* 
,, e\, that 1 'net a/ S 'luart had desired me to compliance ‘with 
\ . v <h btu 'hat / scorned such an act ? ^ 1 

rhv ,, ) vi • not recollect. 


-V /i ■. 


l'’id J .or d M irariney - ■-t I fit you so * 
1 do net -ecollect 


li?\ K \ >u me x ^w' .. ictte -n the Co/n of Directors, in 
. ■;,[ jM; s 4 .y kigln Donotjbie President had informed you I 

i !•' i 

*• ;. id. n< 1 iecohe:t 


< • ! Vi you si on the letter to the Court of directors of the 30th 

Septembei »;Vr 

“ Ans. J beer to refer you to the records now before the court. 

4i In addition to the evidence which arises from the result of these ex¬ 
aminations of Mr. Johnston and Mr. Davidson, it must be sufficiently 

4 


t ? 
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clear, fiom t 
the person wlj 
was convinccc 
of the 30th 
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questions put^by Sir John Burgoyne, and frorti his being 
called upon these witnesses, that he, Sir John Burgoyne^ 
of the falsehood of the intelligence which, in the letteKj$ 
ptember 1783, had been sent to the East India Directors, 
in that csscntiJ part of it which had represented Genet al Stuart as de¬ 
siring him, Shi John Burgoyne, to feign compliance with the wishes of 
Government, fie. And it must be evident, that $ir John Burgoyne, by 
the$d examinatidis of Mr. Johnston and Mr. I)a\ idson, meant to detect 
the falsehood ofthhat intelligence, notwithstanding the mixture of com¬ 
pliment which lt^ontained to him personally, at the expense of General 
Stuart. 

“ But if any iaubt could possibly remain as to Sir John Burgoyne’s 
positive contradictlm of the intelligence which Lord Macartney pretended 
to have received ilnn him, there is a letter of Sir John Burgoyne^ hand 
writing, signed by him on the 18th June 1785, and addressed by him to 
a person at Madrul, which letter is now in General Stuart’s possession, 
and contains the following paragraph: 


“ I have to assure you that l never told Lord Macartney General Stuart 
“ had destred me to feign compliance with the wishes of Government^ and to 
“ promise accepting the command 


“ Mr. Johnston, who was with me purposely, can inform you of all 
'* that past; no othcij conversation ever took place on the subject with 
“ General Stuart and me, but what I have communicated to you.” 


“ In consequence of the reference thus made to Mr. Johnston, in Sir 

John Burgoyne’s letter, the person to whom it was addressed wrote that 

same day, 18th June 1785, to Mr. Johnston, requesting that he would let 

him hnow, 4 if he heard Sir John Burgoyne inform Lord Macartney, or 

* any other member o r Government, or any one else then or since that 

1* 
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< 

C 

C 


period, that he. Sir John, was desired by General Stu. 
pliance with the wishes of Government, and* to pror 
command, &c.’ 


I . 

to feign com 
ici eptmg the 


46 To which inquiries Mr. Johnston gave the followi 
letter of 18th of June 1785, now in General Stuart’s p 


an« v r by hi 


ess.on. 


4 Sir, 

4 I have recceived your letter of' this date, and ha’ . . 

« C' T U_i TJ A'A VI, r ° n1 V tO Siy, that 

* Sir Johit Burgoyne did carry me with him on the 3 # ^ S ’ te b 

4 purposely to be present at such conversation as mit . .. : 

c and Government; that he desired me to be particuJ 1 . , 

7 . y 'ticmive, which 

4 I was, and well lecollect every circumstance, Ht , r T 

J ir n t inf01 m Lore 

4 Macartney , or any other member of Government, t/ ^ ^ Stuart hac 

4 desired him to feign a compliance wtth the wishes o n , J 

4 promise accepting the command; nor did he, during {Ime [ liyed jn hi{ 

‘ fami >y> ever make use of words t0 that effect m d | do declare, tht 

‘ communication of this idea, given me by you, ^ first j eyer heaK 

* of It. 

< T hawA ft»#» finrwSi* In hp. 


Your °h' cnt j lum ]j{ r servant, 
f Stoned} 4 i r YTTNRTON'J 

I 

“ In addition to all the preceding proofs, th are (wo affidayits bj 
Captain Close and Captain Smart, both Atds-dul w General Stuart; 

who, upon the 13th of October 1785, appe-J before the Mayor ol 
Madras, and there declared upon oath, ‘ ^h^ wcre present at th{ 

‘ whole ^ conversation that passed bet ^ e ^ ajor . geneta l Stua.t and 
‘ Maior-veneral Sir lohn Buntov ne on the i>d f Sentember I?8 ,. and 

(Signed] 


* The date m an evident mistake m the original 


T o 
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59 ' ^Keard the said.Major-general Stuart, direOfo or 

• that thg nert ^' Majtr-general Sir John Burgoyne, to . 

desire or *®L wu bet of Government, and to promise a'ceeptsng.iBO 

• Compliance «vfl, ^ hear an y w0 ,da mentioned between them, the said 
command ; no L cg Stuart and Major-general Sir John Burgoyne, on 

- Major-genera,r M that purport or effect.'—These affidavits are in 

any subj# xe^on.' 

General Stuart s) 


\%-aph 117, of the letter from Lord Macartney, &c. 

“ IN the said Ptf ^ , but j, e rsir John Burgoyne) -disdained 
to the India Directi a ' 'densi! "This part of <tbe paragraph is from 
‘ tc follow so «i»«L i n ‘ s uch a mariner, that it may be under¬ 

intention or accideitf.^ ofwords> use a by Sir John Burgoyne in his 
stood either to be a . or t0 convey his Lordship’s own 

conversation with Hi Quart’s conduct. If the first of these was m- 
commentary upon Get proved * m t h e most convincing manner. If 
tended, the falsehoodV u ^ ustifia ble expedient made use of by Lord 
the (second, it was a ! £ or trutb w hat fee knew to be false, and then 
Macartney, first to ^.^ted fale,aiafee a commentary upon 
to take occasion front | rap ^ which, in n few words, conveyed as 
General Stuart by a ,j| ^ &e force of language was capable 

much insulting and injua > . ■ ' 

of affording,” 


Lrs which General Stuart was to issue to the 
With regard to th | on w hiqh he was arrested, it is said, & that 
King’s troops, on the ^ a v j ew t0 extraordinary purposes, fitted 
the# must have been oi ^ of hi$ ^General Stuart’s) pretention 
• wild and despoT ' / ■ ■ ; 
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* and to the situation of his mind.* It is to be obsernd, that on the 30th 
of September, when Lord Macaitncy, &c. were thus endeavoring to fill 
the minds of the Director with appiehcnsions about the nature of despe¬ 
rate orders, tnicndtd to have been tnued by Gencial Stuart j Lord Macait- 
ney himself must have known piecisdy the natuic of these orders ; lo** 
it appears from Sir John Burgoyne’s defence upon his trial, that the vci) 
ordets, thus alluded to, were sent to Sir John Burgo\ne by General Stuair, 
on the evening of 17th September, when he was am ted, and that he 
(Sir John Burgoyne) next day issued these precise orders, as the oiders of 
General Stuart to the King’s troqps. 

Oiders thus publicly issued to his Majesty’s troops at the Presidency, 
copies whereof arc in the oiderly book* of every Company in the King’s 
service thetc, could not fail to be univeV&ally known at Madias; and 
Loid Macartney must have had *i copy of them : therefore, instead of 
m)iteriou*ly leasoning upon the nttuic of orders ptetended to be un¬ 
known, it would have been more fair and candid to ha\c stated the pit- 
use fact; and to have tiansmitted to the Dliectois a copy of these ordtis, 
that they might have been judged of fro/n «.heir contents, and not from 
Lord Macaitney’s commentaiy. 

% 

“ The tendency of these 01 das was to acquaint the troops in hh> 
Majesty’s seivice, that the Select Committee had that day thought fit to 
dismiss him (General Stuart) fiom the service of ihe East India Com¬ 
pany ; but to declare, that he reckoned himself bound by the duty ht 
owed to his Majesty, and to the tioops, never to iclinquish the command 
of his Majesty’s tsoopa to any authority inferior to that of his Majesty, 
from whose authority he derived that command. And the orders con¬ 
cluded with declaring, that * he hoped and trusted, that his example 
‘ w’ould be followed in every thing for forwarding the public service, at 
‘ a crisis when unanimity in public exertion had become so essential to 
< the national .interest, and to the real good of the Hon. East India 
1 Company/ 



'¥m> ^.xx. 

. ‘.‘4 y ’’’.■. v ' •: . >1? , 

«(i§S||6yflc»,'in the course of his trial, was 'pdf upcui Jj 
^ffe&sisteiiat these orders-of,General Stuart’s, of the AjfkM 
Septep^ 1 ' should '$$.' publicly read to the judges upon the Coiirt.^/; 
marital, who would then judge whether he acted with propriety in telling ' 

■ t S ' * 9 k! ■' ' ' 1 d i 111 / 

the Right Hon. President (Lord Macartney), that he would obey them j 
and Sir John Burgoyne, in his defence, added, that he wished General 
Stuart’s orders to have their, proper effect in the minds of the officers and 
soldiers. 

t- f . . 

“ The acquittal of Sir John Burgoyne by the Court*martial, jshews 
what wastheirysenseof hifeconduct upon this gnd other occasions. ,/ 1 


J 1 , • J ' 




THEi paragraph 120, of the letter to the Directors (30th September 
1783) Saya/ f that General Stuart had left the Fort ; and had with him the > 

.. in. * ‘ . 1 '. ‘ . • ' , ’■« r 1 .1 


coxdtd&mai person idiom, bn 


• Adjutam^general,^ #£.* This is stated as a 

• tit%m$taifee for persuading the Directors, that Gfcaferal Stuart was at that v 
WnUmdki^ some v#jr extraordinary purpose^ The Adjutant-general 
alluded - to ,%Lprd Macartney is Lieutenant-copnel, Malcolm, who was 

• * '\i ¥i' , j ‘ v* ' ' 1 " ,• j’* 1 , 

Adj,utaat-gtet^l|^^ Cmpnfs Myjjp^nly ; but the person employed by 
General Stuart tipdn this arid other^^jiaons, in his separate orders to the . 
King’ifroops, was Major^:(now l^iiteiiant*colonel) Grattan, the Adju- 


occasionij he preferred to the 


4, 


tant-imrdi io hit Majesty's Aroops^njdlk.East Indies., who had been em- 

. ' 1 . .■ ■ At , '*, 


9 S. „ 


ployed Jilj 'that., capacity Sir EyttV^ptf, and of jjpurse by. General 
, Stuart.' ''The>^' i ’ord^^Stted''by>"|^^ral'StUaS r on the 17th of 
Sapt,ember n^Di^'^y^Iskibr'P^utSui*. tdmself thus 

India*' These particulars 
e time when he signed the 



* Adjutant, 
mustlfee 




y ! ' 


V* K, 1 ' ■ 4 it;!; > i- "* ■ * ' \ '■ ■;> • .,*/■ - 


5 ■#," M- v 

•. ;„V.J r ,4'm- J -' ,k 

• • '$■?;:*& ''ArjttpC* 

* Lower jn-v,. 

1 ‘JV 


V r & ' 
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Received from Colonel Andrew Gordon, inclosing No. i. and 2. at four 
* o'clock P. M. on the 28 th May 1786.—No. 1. 


The conversation which passed this day having been communicated 
to G. S. he replied, and put in wiiting, now in my possession as follows: I 
have read what is stated as a conversation between L . M. and C. G. and 
have no objections to precautions, and shall in other lcspects 

leave my concerns to C . G. the delay if necessary to L. M. is agreeable 
to me. 


lt May i8tb, taro o’clock Jf. M. 


(Signed) 


it 


J. s.” 


Message. —No. 2 


“ The place of rendezvous proposed by G. S. t if equally agiecable to 
L. M., is at twenty minutes drive from the outside of Tyburn turnpike; 
at which place, he and his friend, who is the bearer of this message, will 
be to-moirow morning at half past five in a carriage which will lead to 
th« endezvous. 


“ The arms, for the occasion, carried by G. S. will be two brace of 
pistols, common size, teady loaded with single ball, and they will be 
wrapped up in a cloak or great coat. 

f 

“ It is much wished, that L. M . may provide himself equally well, and 
with the same precautions 5 but in case he has not the means ready, then 
G. S. will give him a due proportion of his arms. 

“ G. $, and his friend, will not move from the station outside of the 
fyburn turnpike until the carriage with L. M. and his friend does come 
there, which he hopes will suit with L . M's convenience to be at the 
hour above-named. 

(Signed) “ J. S.” 

“ May 28, 1786. 
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Note for Colonel Andrew Gordon, in cov^cq icnce of the Letter inclosing ‘ 
State of Facts , from Major-general SruiR»r, dated May 27, 1786, 
and delivered by Colonel Gordon to Lord MaCARTnly on the zSth 
May 1781s. 

“ Cbul^u^wrct. June 6, 1786. 

“ jr any gentleman, feeling himself hurt by sueh^ representation as, in 
a public capacity, I thought it my duty to make of him, requested in 
decent teims an explanation of the same from me, I should be very much 
disposed to give it to him^ytajt when Major-general Stuart thought fit in 
janucuv last (the very day ifffmny arrival m Ldhdon' from India) to send 
a letter with inclosures to me, censuring, in unqualified expressions, my 
public conduct in relation^ to him, and contradicting my assertions, I held 
it sufficient to observe, that those persons to whom I was accountable for 
my public coiduct, if any such there were, who entertained a doubt of 
it, would ever find me leady to explain it to their satisfaction; but that 
I was long resigned to the consequences of having fulfilled the duties of 
my station, and to be exposed to the contradiction and opposition of those 
individuals, of whose misconduct in my official capacity I had been 
obliged to take noticp, concluding by saying, that if Major-general 
Stuait had any diift not directly expressed, (which it wa^ sufficiently ob- 
vious he had), I desired he might make it known through any gentleman 
he might chuse to appoint, as I should take no notice of communications 
in any other manner from him. The General, b| a second paper sent to 
me in the same month of January, seemed perfectly satisfied at my con¬ 
caving at once the object to which he aimed, and which being once de¬ 
cided‘upon, all furthu discussion of the subject which led to it is out of 
time, and a renewal of accusation and abuse lose 5 its edge, as pot being 
able to provoke to mote than was already determined to be done. On 
every account theiefore, Major-general Stuart has no right to expect that I 
should take notice of his iate letter nr inclosuie, otherwise than by settling 
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i "do^e the point of ultimate satisfaction, which the 
i-in view* I wish, however, that his friend ihould kno^r 


'4 



;r no difficulty' hi. repelling the^accusations contained in the 
^ edihmunicated to him tiy Major-general Stuartfor I was autho¬ 
rised -tor declare, that Major-general,Sir John Burgoyne did acknowledge 
' *hat he was desired to feign compliance with the wishes of Governjnent, and 
to promise accepting the command , but he disdained to follow sO reprobate a 
precedent ; because the fact certainly is, that General Srr John Burgoyne* 
, did relate such desire or adyictf to/^ph the 17th of September 1783, 
and as I know no' motiye^^ to make such assertion 

without ground, ! believed hi|n, and therefore used the expression of his 
having acknowledged 'such advice. v W^at>was the cause or motive of his 
subsequent denial pf this assertion^ whether He forgot that he had made it, 
among others in the course of a long and desultory conversation, when 
his mind was considerably agitated, *or whether, from the shame of having 
betrayed what was, no doubt, meaht to be a very private and confidential 
request, or advice, he chose to serpeh himself udder a denial of the same 
precise words, notwithstanding a consciousness of/having conveyed the 
same precise idea, I am not interested*!© en^juiu;/or whether "his brother- 
iq-law, Mr. Johnston, did really hear every word spoken by Sir John 
Burgoyne, .in the different parts of the Fort-house, sometimes in my 
apartments, sometimes in the Council-chamber, and sometimes in the 
viranda or gallery before the Fort-hpuse, during the conferences which 
lasted altogether in those different places* during several hours, on the 17th 
of September 1783, without all which, such negative testimony is de¬ 
serving of no attention; but it is a positive truth and fact, that I did hear 
Major-general Burgoyne make that declaration, and I find that it is also 
in the clear perfect recollection pf the only perso%.now. in England, who 
was present at those conferences. Sir George Staunton* and who drew up 
an account pf them .at thatlime. By the extract from the Court-martial, 
contained in Major-general Stuart's paper, it-does not appear that Mr. 
Davidson had his recollection present when examined on that occasion. 
He could not indeed hear the whole^f wj^ J^edyit these conferences*, 
vo i,. 1. 
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^ ’•- ’-■■ ■•- -'-j-u- that any one 


■ n^WfeSE? JolmBotsojp^ 


iter 








. TTTOE " ‘if 

a that Mr.‘ .' 


eent ftonp%fc 


notwithteiding- 

the that I shouW be 

te ukfn) or whether he 

ignorant, w heth^|^«$&•*^^rteiS'ttefcefectXommittee’s. 

°» r ■ **"***!“• 


• W “ e ” nan f .f ^$rbS&'oh our.determination. 

Sj&i' iJitbaSfore iwou!4 have been an iin 

; ieik purpose. ?'. 


As topyt 


Stuart had Andthatpontion 

; »« “ h ' m to . to* *V j^'KrtptdOiis examination there to be , 

'i...founded oh 'te®®**. ■ >&',«,,• v f!iA'rjiWimtmr 176* accounted 

'•«Sijue.6onabl)-'i^- j&Mty' _ - y^g^Sjiga^a ■ Stuart to be 
£1*. measure an m «**».<* !“"j!va. ; _ 


^irJSS^-SJSBbr^' rf 

1; ,, that L.'i'-m- ., ivoniiriil StOlft I\ld thCO BO Ugh* 


a l* 





*&&/ zwm&i-msx.. 1 . G#i 

4t» it is found to be, I had a right to assume that the 

^ ' f j ^■ ^jK - ' Jl, » ^ i i 1 1 ■“ I Jjf \ f 

tattrfc of the Orders was as illegal as the authority to issue them. No fact 

; k ■F* 1 * **• ’ ^ ;- 4 * **, ' i . ' ‘ * * 

^raFeouWoouie only to my knowledge afterwards, could havobeen brought 
justification of tliat measure, and I am 'sufficiently justified, if *■ 
the facts then within my knowledge authorized the measure, even ifothers 
had come afterwards to light, which, if then known, ought to have.prevented 
it. My letter thereon of the 30th September 1783, properly and clearly 
alluded to and reported my reasoning on the afternoon of thi 17 th day 
of the same month, previous aiid leading to the determination of arresting 
Major-general absiy; fact ‘ come in that interval or since, 

to light, capable of overturning or weakening the inferences I then drew $ 
for I know no fact that has appeared toprove that the orders which 
Major-general Stuart Was. preparing tp issue to the troops when he-was at 
liberty, and without expecting to be arrested, before he could issue them, 
were the identical orders, which, 'after lie had been arrested, he thought, 
in his new position, proper to send to Major-general Sir John Burgoyne 
to issue to the troops \ aftd if, as Is likely, for it could not be avoided 
without inconsistency^ those orders took notice of the new event that 
took place with regard to him# these orders must of course differ from 
those which , were preparing before such event took place. Another event 
did happen after the arrest, which has added great probability to the in¬ 
ferences which had been, drawn by me before it. Major : general Stuart 
was allowed, upon bang arrested, to gather up the papers on which he 
was busy at his table wirh Major John; Grattan, his Secretary, and Aid- 
' du-Camp, and Which papers probably werej or were in part, those orders 
50 intended to be issued. Major-general Stuart took those papers with 
him into his palankeen, which "conveyed him from the place of his 
arrest towards the Fort, and in. his way .thither he was observed to tear 
several papers. It is not unwarrantably to conjecture, that Major-general 
Stuart would not, on so critical an occasion, gather papers, about which 
he appeared to be anxious, for the purpose of tearing them as useless, and 
therefore that he was anxious aboutthem, atid in a hurry to destroy them, 
as being papers of an illegal purport, which would it seems confirm the 

■■ ,4'H'A ... ’ v 
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suspicion* of his illegal designs, I«as as justifiable in denying Che legality 
of Major John Grattan’s appointment in India by Sir Eyre Coete to be Adju* 
tant-general of the King’s forces, as I have Seen in denying the legality of 
Major-general Stuart’s issuing orders to the troops, after his dmnissioti 
from the Company’s service* His Majesty, by the Secretary at War’s 
letter, has declared that the appointment could only be made by the King 
himself, and consequently Sir Eyre Coote had no authority to appoint 
M »jor Grattan* Major Grattan was not therefore, in September 1783, 
Aiijutant-general of the King's troops, nor, as I did not then allow any 
such pretension on his part, could I officially describe him otherwise than 
as I justly described him, the confidential person whom, on particular 
occasions,, he {Major-general Stuart) preferred to the Adjutant-general 
(Lieutenant-colonel Malcolm) for distributing his orders. 

* t 

V 

An Account of the Duel, 

* * 

“ London, June 8, i/S6. 

“ This morning a duel was fought near Kensington between Lord Macart¬ 
ney and Major General Stuart, of which the following is an authentic 
account, as transmitted to us by the seconds. Colonel Fullarton and Colonel 
Gordon, the former accompanying Lord Macartney and the latter General 
Stuart j the place and time Of meeting having been previously fixed, the 
parties arrived about half past four oNHodk hi the morning, and took theii 
ground at the distance of twelve short paces, measured off by the seconds, 
who delivered to each one pistol, keeping possession of the remaining arms. 
General Stuart told £ord Macartney be doubted, as his Lordship was 
short sighted, he, Would not be able to see him {’bis Lordship replied, u he 
did perfectly veil.” When the Seconds had retired a little on one side, and 
as the parties were about to level, Geriettd'StOart observed to Loid Ma¬ 
cartney, that his pistol was not cocked; hts Lordship thanked him and 
cocked; when they had levelled General Stuart said he was ready; his 
Lordship answered he was likewise ready, and they both fired within a 
ft w instants of $ach Other; *he ^seconds Observing Lord Macartney 
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wounded, stepped up to U‘m and declared the matter must rest here: Ge¬ 
neral Stuart said “ this it. no satisfaction,” and asked if his Lordship was not 
* able to fire.anothei pistol; his Lordship replied, “ he would,tiy with plca- 
sure,” and urged Colonel Fullartonto permit him to proceed ; the seconds 
however declaied it was impossible, and they would on no account allow 
it: General Stuart said “ then I must defer it till another occasion on 
which his Lordship answered (C if that is the case we had better proceed 
How, 1 am here in consequence of a message from General Stuart who 
called upon me to give him satisfaction in my piivate capacity, for of¬ 
fence taken at my public conduct, and to evince that personal safety is 
no consideration with me, I have nothing personal, the General will 
proceed as he thinks fit!” General Stuart said it was his Lordship’s per¬ 
sonal conduct to him, that he resented; the seconds then put a stop to 
all further conversation between the parties, Krither of whom had quitted 
their ground: General Stuart in ^onsequcrfce of his situation, hav¬ 
ing been under the necessity, from the first< inf patting his back to a 
tree. -' 


fhe surgeons, Mr. Hunter and Mr. Hoi/e, who were attending at 
a little distance, were brought up by Colonel Fullarton. Colonel Gordon, 
in the mean time, assisted his Lordship in tjaking off his coat, and re¬ 
quested him to sit down, apprehending he nfight be faint, thiough loss 
of blood. Colonel Gordon then left the ground in company with Ge¬ 
neral Stuart, and an easy carriage was provided to convey his Lordship 
home. 

« The seconds cannot help expressing, that no two persons ever met 
on a similar occasion, who showed more firmness and composure; and 
they are happy to add, that the ball is extracted, which was lodged in 
Lord Macartney's right shoulder, and that there is every reason to hope 
for his recovery. 

(Signed) 


« W. FULLARTON. 
“ A. GORDON.” 
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Letter front Captain Colr, Slam Cattle, to lard Macartney, Ang, tjSS. 

£Rcccivtd in Irondon, Oct. 1786.] , 

** Mv Lord, 

“ I think it is most probable your Lordship has no recollection of 
me. Among the number of officers that did business with you in the East 
Indies I was one, as 'pay master and Captain in the xoist Regiment, 
and was a silent spectator of much uneasiness you must have suffered 
from a great deal of vexatious opposition. L confess I was much sur¬ 
prised, on reading last week the correspondence between you and Ge¬ 
neral Stuart, to find that Sir John Burgoyne .should have denied saying 
that General Stuart wished him to feign taking the Command. The cause 
of my troubling you at present is my having a perfect recollection of Sir 
jfolm's saying so at Mr. fi/ fours, where I dined the day he refused the 
command, and adding^ lift s what he could not think of doing. Your 
Lordship may make 1 \Jtafr-rie you chuse of my assertion, and if neces¬ 
sary, shall have toy oath ofi j tor it will make me happy, at all times, to 
do justice to a character tha I am sure every honest man must approve 
of} and to assist in suppo i of your Lordship's veracity in this case, 

’ where it may be so difficul; to procure people who wish to recollect the 
circumstance. * * * -■ 

** I an 1 your Lordship's most obedient servant, 

“ XL S. G. COLE." 

*' Cattle of Shoe, near Drogheda, Ireland/’ 

Lord Macartney’* Letter to Captain Cole, London, 26th October 1786. 

« 

** Dear Sir, » ** London, October a6, 1786. 

“ THE letter you were 10 good as to write to me from Slane Castle, 
and which appears from the’ post mark to be of $0 old a date as the 31st 
of August, did not cotoe to my hands tin after my return to London a few 
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days ago, or you would have much sooner received my acknowledgment 
of it, as well "as my best thanks for the satisfaction it has given me. 
Though I perfectly remember the pleasure of seeing you at Madras, and 
could expect every thing honorable from your character, yet as I did not 
know that Sir John Burgoyne had repeated in your presence,, what he had 
asserted in mine, though he afterwards thought it necessary to deny it, 
it could not occur to me to apply to you for a corroboration of the lact 
from so respectable a* testimony. A declaration therefore made on your 
part, from a love of justice, cannot but be particularly gratifying and uso 
ful to me j it is so much 'so, that I readily avail myself of your handsome 
offer, to make your declaration ’ upon oath, which I request you will 
re n der as circumstantial as your memory will enable you. It is indeed 
the more unaccountable that any motive should have induced Sir John 
Burgoyne to retract this assertion, repeated by him verbally, as I have un¬ 
doubted information of hisTfctving related the same fact by letter, to one 
or more persons in England * but in a matter where such artful pains 
have been taken to throw a doubt on my veracity, you will easily con¬ 
ceive 1 how anxious I am to be possessed of indubitable proofs in its 
favor, and shall therefore be impatient *0 have your deposition, as soon 
as you can forward it to him who is with' great esteem, 

** Dear Sir, ’ 

. .1 

Tour most obedient,. 

and most faithful servant. 
(Signed) “ MACARTNEYS ’ 

“ Henry St. Georgs Cole, Esq. 
at Slane Castle, near Drogheda, Ireland:** 
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County of Meath, ? 
to Wit. 3 

The Affidavit \cf Heijry St. George Cole, Esq. 
taken b^brerpfhis gth day of March 1787, one. 
of his Miyestf^ Justices of the Peace for said 
County of Meath. ' ** '• 

“ Henry St. George Cole, £s^ kteCaptsun in bis Majesty's 101st 
Regiment of foot, came &is day baforeJfne, and made voluntary oath on 
the holy evangelists,, that* he Was.Rt Madrasin September 1783, when 
General Stuart was made prisoner, and the eoroih^d of the army offered 
(as this deponent understood) to Geaeral Sir Johirfcurgoyne, that amd% 
other matters, this deponent recollects Sir John Bjfcfrgoyne’s relating that 
General Stuart had proposed !* to fifm to feign ac&pting the command 
of the arm/, which he* Said Sir JpH| ^urgoyne, said* he declined, not 
thinking it consistent with the charadter be was to supporter that this de¬ 
ponent having accidently met a. pamphlet published by directions of Ge¬ 
neral Stuart,, as he supposes, in which the above cirlj^mstance is denied, 
and Lord Macartney charged with making such assertion without found- 

tbought himself, bound in honor, 
what he had heard 


ation, that thereupon this d 
truth, and justice,;to commui^ta^ 
General Sir John Burgoyne relate 
tioned, and to offer to corroborate 
herehydone according}/. * 



as is above men- 
n oathl which he hath 


J* H. S. G» COLE, 

<c late Captain, 101st Regiment. 




w Sworn before toe this 9th M^pch 1787.' 




« 


Braby 


t JfflElA 






END OF 


.Fikit-voLuai*. 

' 1 > ‘ . 


Smhu and Preftan, 
New-Street Squatc. London* 
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